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TO THE 


KINGS 


Moſt Excellent MA JEST Y. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty 


HE great Experience I found of 
your Majeſty's Bounty and Fa- 
vors in the late Campagn in 

Flanders, and more eipecially thac inex- 
preflible one, intimated by Sir Flenry 
Bellaſis, I mean your Majeſtys good 
Wiſhes, and Care of the meancit of 
your Subjets, when both his Life and 
Reputation were dcſign'd ro be faatch- 
ed away by wicked and unreaſonable 
Men, whom he never injur'd : Thelc 
Conliderations, Royal SIR, as they 
bind me perpetually to dedicate my Lite 
to Your Service ; ſo they allo give me 
Incouragement to preſume, the lame 
A 2 Fountain 
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4 The Dedication. 
Fountain of Fayor and Goodneſs will 
allow Your Princely Patronage to the en- 
ſuing Sheets, which I had leiſure to 
wrice under Your Majeſty's Banner the laſt 
Summer, when there was little Ation 
in the Field. | 

I am ſenſible every new Hypotheſis is 
at firſt exploded; and my Medicins 
being intirely new, as well as the Me- 
chod of their Uſe and Application, I 
muſt meet with a Legion of Opponents ; 
which makes me the more to ſtand in 
need of Your Royal Support ; bur yet[ 
beg ic no further in this caſe, than thac 
they may have fair Play, and a clear 


| Stag2: Letthem ſtand or fall as they de- 


ſerve; {ince lam aſſured they will Rand 
the moit ſtrict E::amination, and ſeve- 
reſt Tcit. 

I kaow that all Arts and Sciences in 
every Age find a beneficial Improve- 
ment by Ingenious Inquirers : m7 that 
the Art of Chirurgery (as it has bin hither- 
to praftiſed) did never arriveto the Ze- 
nith of its Perfe&ion, I have made bold, 
in che ſubſequent Diſcourſe, to affirm. 
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The Dedication. 5 
In which Poſition I am the more con- 
firm'd, when I refle& upon the Modern 
Diſcovery of the Circulation of the Blood, 
by the Learned Dr. Harvey; before 
whole time a Man would have bin ac- 
counted a diſtraed Perſon, that ſhould 
have aver'd that all the Blood in a man's 


| Body ſhould paſs thro his Heart fifty 


times in' an hour. And much greater 
Diſcoveries and Improvements, fince 
St. Paul went coaſting to Rome, are found 
out in the Artof Navigation, by the afliſt- 
ance of the Compaſs : for now every Ca- 
bin-boy can demonſtrate the verity of 4n- 
tipodes ; tho formerly a Learned Prelar, 
who firſt preached thar Do@rin, was 
accounted an Impoſtor, and ſeyerely 
cenſur'd for the ſame. 

I pretend not, SIR, to eſtabliſh my 
new Doctrin by working of Miracles ; 
but I hope may with modeſty enough 
be policive in my Aſſertion, Thar the 
Method of Chirurgery hitherto uſed is not 


' the beſt : That all Probes and Tents, all 


Digeſtive and Suppurating Medicins, all Cau- 
teriſing and ſraic Ligatures are injurious 
A4. to 
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to their Patients, and procraſtinate their 
Cure. * I am alſo certain that my Medi- 
cins will cure any Wounds, whether in 
#he Fleſh, or within the Cavity of the 
Body, where as dangerons Wounds were 
ever cur'd by any former Applications, 
and that with much greater ſpeed and 
ſafety to the Patient, fince they prevent 
Fevers and Mortifications. ' 

If my Medicins prove any way bene- 
ficial to Mankind in general, I ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfhed and rewarded ; ha- 
ving no higher Ambition than that I de- 
fire to be accounted, what I ſhall ever 
endeavor to approve my ſelf, 


ROTAL SIR, 


The Moſt Obcaient of Your 


Majeſty's Subjes and Servants, 


Joun CoLBATCH, 


(7) 


TO THE 


READER: 


Riendly Reader, I have for about ſeven 
Tears applied my ſelf with all Heartineſs 
and Vigor, to the making of ſuch Expe- 

riments, whereby I might be capable, in ſome 
meaſure, to relieve the Neceſſities of thoſe who 
labor'd under ſuch Diſtempers, as, by the Me- 
thods and Medicins generally uſed, are, if at all, 
yet wery difficultly to be cured: And I thank 
God, my Labors have not bin altogether in- 
effettual. Oe 
. n 

Amongſt the Multitude of my Experiments, 
I thought it might not be loſt labor to attempt 
ſomething in order to be ſerviceable to thoſe 
Worthy Perſons, who out of a Principle of 
Bravery, and Love to their Country, do run 
themſelves into the utmoſt hazard of their 
Lives; who, if they chance to be wounded, 
tho but ſlightly, are thereby often afflifted 
worſe than by Death it ſelf; nay frequeſtly, 
after they have indur'd the greateſ® Torture 
and Miſery, Death at laſt puts a Period to 


all, 
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B To the Reader. 
Having at length lighted upon a pair. of Medi- 


cins, the one Internal, and the other External, 
which I ſuppoſed would anſwer my Intentions ; 
I began to make Experiments upon Dogs and 
other | Animals, wounding them in the moſt 
deſperate manner I could contrive : and in a- 
bout « Hundred that 1 made, I had not above 
fue that miſcarried, three of which were before 
the Right Honorable the Lord Cutts; but 
two of thoſe three, as I can plainly make appear, 
after the danger was over, were poiſon'd, TI 
wes likewiſe much abas'd in a Soldier of hu 
Loraſhip's Regiment, who after my Medicins 
had fet him = from all ill Symtoms, and he 
almoſt well, in my abſence for four or five 
hours (having before for frue Days and Nights 


bin conflantly with him, for fear of Roguery) 


was made drunk, but by whom I know aot, and 
in an hour or dwo after my return died. 


My failing in theſe laſt Experiments, I ſup- 
poſe, was the reaſon I was not then imploy- 
ed by his Mjefly. However, being ſufficiently 
ſatisfied of the worth of my Medicins, by my 
ſucceſs in the Multitude of Experiments I had 
before made upon Dops, and twoor three upon 
human Bodies ; I laidont a large Sum of Mony in 
preparing 4 good quantity of them; and with 
them, at my own charge, I went to Flanders. 
When I came there, His Majeſty was moſt gre- 
sfouſly pleaſed, by 6 public Order throout the 
dirmy, 
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To the Rekder, 9 
Army, to give tt an opportunity of making ap- 
pear the Truth of my Pretenſions ; and, thanks 
to God, among the great number of Patients 
T had, there was but one miſcarried; and how he 
died 1 cannot tell, being my ſelf at that time 
il almoſt unto Drath, and ſo not capable of 
looking after him. 


The Malice of ſome People againſt me is ſuf- 
ficiently known; but of this I am ſure, that 
not one Patient I had is Flanders, but will 
contraditt that printed Relation (in the Philo- 
ſophical TranſaQtions for February left) with 
Mr. Cooper's name to it, wherin he pretends 
zo tell the World, That my External Medicis 
is the greateſt Cauſtic imaginable. Now the 
Nature of all Cauſtics to create great Pain, 
but of my Medicins the quite contrary; for 
inſtead of that they are the greateſ® Ano- 
dyns, ' or ceſers of Pain. that 1 ever met 
with. One very fignal Inſtance wherof youwill 
ſee in my Experiment made before Sir William 
Ruſſel, e#c. 


My Medicins where they are timely enough, 
and regularly uſed, cure all ſorts of Wounds, 
without bringing them to Suappuration ; but where 
that is once begun, they will ſoon cauſe « + 
diſcharge of the digeſted Matter, and bring 
the Wound to « flute of healing : Nay, where 
Wounds have bin brought to Supparation, and in 
« very ill conditios, which, by the common _ 
| $h0as, 


Ut 
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thods, would have taken many weeks before they 
were, if at all, tobecurd; by my Medicins, as 
in the caſe of the Soldier of Sir James L:ley's 
Regiment, and that of Colonel Coy's, hereafter 
related, &c. it has bin perform'd in a ſmall 


t!1me. 


In ſome Gun-ſhot Wounds, where the Bones 
are extremely ſhatter'd, by the common Methods, 
the bringing away of broken Splinters is extreme- 
ly hazardous and troubleſom, but by my Met hods 
not ſo; tho ſuch Wounds require a much longer 
time before they are well than others : but-who in 
ſuch Caſes will not have 4 little patience, when 
he-is free from Pain, and under no confinement ? 
AU the Patients I have had under theſe circum- 
fances, have binfatigu'd with long Marches, ex- 
poſed to Wind and ill Weather, and indured all 
other ſorts of Hardſhips, which may have occa- 
ſioned their being longgr in Cure than otherwife 
they mizht have bin. | 


The number of Experiments I have related, 
tho I might have added many more in the enſaing 
Trait, is not great ; but theſe that are, 1 ſup- 
poſe may be ſufficient to demonſtrate the Truth of 
. my Pretenſions, which are, That all curable 
Wounds may be cured with much more eaſe and 
ſpeed than by the common Methods ; and that a 
great number of thoſe Wounds uſually accounted 
mortal, are not ſo : An likewiſe, that the topping 
of great Fluxes of Blood, the A _ of 
whic 
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To the Reader. I1 


which coſts many People their Lives, is to be per- 
formed with the greateſt eaſe imaginable. 


I have bin ſufficiently deter*d from proſecuting 
my juſt Deſigns for the good of Mankind ; ha- 
wving firſt of all, beſides many othef great Af- 
fronts, bin publicly threatned to be murdered 3. 
afterwards my ſelf with two of my Friends were © 
ſecretly poiſon'd, one of whom in a ſhort time 
died in « moſt miferlble condition, and we two 
who ſurvive narrowly eſcap'd with our Lives. 
However, the utnioſt malice of theſe pernicious 
People ſhall never binder me from going on in my 
k neſt Undertakings. 

Tho 1 have met with this ill treatment from 
ſome mean, ill principled People; yet T muſt *own 
that the Engliſh Army affords 4 great many Chi- 
rurgeons, who are Men of extraordinary Worth 
and Candor, from ſome of whom I have recei- 
ved very civil treatment. 


IT have purpoſely omitted the uſing of any, or 
at leaſt very few terms of Art, but have made e- 
very thing 4s plain as I can; my deſign not being 
to gratify and pleaſe Critics, but to ſatisfy 
Gentlemen of the Truth of matter of Fatt. 


As for my not mentioning what my Medicins 
are, with the manner of preparing them, T hope 
for the preſent that will be excuſed, becauſe every 
one knows where to be furniſhed with them ready 
to their hands. 

But 
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But ſome may ſay it looks too like «Quack to 
give large Encomiums of thoſe Medicins which I 
have not made public to the World. To which 
I anſwer, that ſome mens Cenſures I walue not, 
having ſommany great Precedents before me. who 
gave large and deſeru'd Encomiums of thoſe Me- 
dicins they made not. public during their Lives, 
ſome of them not at all ; and yet their Meduins 
were of general uſe and reputation, « Helmont's 
Mercurius Diaphoreticus, Willis's Preparation 
of Sreel, and Tinfure of Sulphur, Needbam's 

anacea, C&c. 


I have not at thi time, neither have 1 had fer 
theſe two years leſt paſt,the leaſt intereſt or concern 
in -the Medicins here recommended ; yet at the 
ſame time ] am not aſbam'd to let this Piece come 
abroad « third time. The Experiments are every 
one of them true to 4 tittle as they are related; and 
for the Hypotheſis, 1 ſhall not deſert it, till 
ſome body ſubſiitutes « better in its room. 


From my Houſe in Yillers- WE 
fireet, York Buildings. wy 
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CHIRURGICUM. 


Aving for a long time bin mach dif 
fatish'd with rhe common Methods 
of Chirurgeons in the Cure of Re- 

cent Wounds; and almoſt eve 

* ! day obſerving the Inconveniences that attend- . * 

'. ed thoſe People who had occaſion to make uſe 
| of them; for my own fatisfaftion, and the 

*! good of Mankind, I took into conſideration, 

' whether their Methods were agreeable to 

Reaſon, and the Subjet upon which they 

wrought, At laſt I was fully fatisfy'd, that 

their PraQtice-was moſt unreaſonable ; which 

T ſhall endeavor to evince with as muth bre- 

vity and accuracy, as the'Unſetledneſs of my 

preſent Condition will admit: which when I 

hafwdon, I ſhall lay down my own Zhporke- 

ſis, and doubt not 1o confirm it both by Rea- 

. i ſfonand matter of fat, which is the moſt 

7 clear fort of demonſtration, For the right 
performance of whic' task, I muſt firſt give a 
ſhort account of Nutricios, without which 

.. my preſent Undertaking will be altogether 

maimed and imperfe&. 
To give anaccount of the Nutrition of Hu- 
man Bodies, or of other Animals, ia ſo clear a 
manner 
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manner a5 ought to be don, I ſhould firſt begin - 


with the Formation of the Fetws, and its 0- 
riginal conſtituent parts, with the manner of 
its Nutrition and Increaſe before all the parts 
are perfe&t, and how after, till the time of 
Birth; the performance of which task only 1s 
ſufficient for. a Volume : 'Thertfore I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf with obſervingonly,how what we 
eat and drink is prepar*d in the Stomach and 
other Digeſtions, and fo fitted to ſupply the 
defects of all the parts of our Bodies 3 which, 
tho the moſt hard, continually ſuffer both a 
decreaſe and increaſe; nay, even in the terms 
of Chirurgeons upon another occaſion, loſs of 
Subſtance; and ſupply of that lols. 

The ſolid Food we eat being well chew'd fa 
the Mduth, is there mixed with a Juice con- 
fained in the Glands, which are in great vum- 
bers diſperſed all over the Mouth and parts 
adjacent ; which Juice, being what we call 
Spittle, is highly impregnated with a pene- 
trating ſaline Spirit : a demonſtration of the 
Truth of which is evident in a knowngygnd 
very common Experiment, which is 4 Tol- 
lows. Let a ſmall quantity of Mercury be put 
into a Mortar, ſpit upon it, and grind it very 
well with a Peſtle, and the Mercury will pre- 
{ently be (according to the vulgar expreſſion) 
kill'd. The like ro which nothing we know 
of will do, but thoſe things which manifeſtly 
are of a ſaline nature, and that of the Tribe 
of Acids too; for all Alkalious Salts have a 
quite different effeCt. The 
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The Meat, as above, being well chew'd, 
and afterwards convey*d into the tomach,and 
there diluted with'a proper Vehicle, as Wire, 
Ale, &c. (the more generous the better) is, 
by the means of the foreſaid ſpiritncas, aline 
Liquor, (the heat of the Stomach likewiſe 
aſſiſting) divided into ſuch minute Particles, 
as conſtitute that viſcid Liquor we call Chyle; 
which Ckyle is diſcharged out of the Stomach 
ſo faſt as it is made, by means of the Liver, 
which conſtantly preſſes upon it thro the Pylo- 
rs into the Intefliinum duodenum, where, and 
in the Jejunum, it is further atfenvated by the 
intervention of the Pancreatic Juice and the 
Gall, which by the fulneſs of the Stomach 
are ſqueez'd out of thoſe Veſſels that contain 
them into the aforeſaid Guts; from whence 
the finer parts of this attenuated Liquor are 
receiv'd into a certain kind of Veſſels we call 
Laf#eal or milky Veins, which are in vaſt 
numbers inſerted into the aforeſaid Guts : the 
groſſer part, by the Perifaltic motion of- the 
Guts, is carried downwards tobe caſt away as 
Excrement. 

Now what is received into the LaQteal Vel- 
ſels, is carried on'to the common receptacle of 
the Chyle in the Meſentery ; from whence by a 
very large Veſſel, called the Thorachic Du#, 
into the Subclavian Vein; thence, together - 
with the returning Blood and Lympha, into 
the Yena Cava, and ſo to the right Ventricle of 
the Heart ; whence, by the Syſtole or Con- 
craQion 
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tration of the Heart, thro the Arterial 
Vein, into the Lungs; where, by the Con- 
traQion and Dilatation of the Lungs, it ismix'd 
with the Blood, and that part of 'it which is 
fir for that purpoſe; is there made Blood : The 
reſt only remains confuſedly mixed with it, 
and is uſed for the Nutrition of the parts, be+ 
ing what wecall Serum. TheBlood, as Ia 
prehend, is not at all made uſe of for the 
Nutrition of the parts, but is that red Sub. 
ſtance, wherein is contain'd the Biolicniuw, or 
Lampof Lifez to which it isa ſort of Pebuluwr. 

I confeſs ſome ſay that Heat and Fire pro- 
ceed from nothing elſe but the parts of Matter 
being put into violent motion; and others, 
that there can be no ſuch thing as a Flame in 
our Blood, becauſe a ſufficient quantity of Air 
cannot paſs thro the Coats of our Veins and 
Arteries, or any other way enter into the Blood 
to keep that Flame burning : ſo that the Hear 
we feel in our Bodies, proceeds from nothing 
elſe but the violent motion of the Blood thro 
the Veins and Arteries. | 

To which I anſwer, that having ſeveral 
times tried, by the moſt violent Agitation of 
many fluid Bodies in incloſed Veſſels, I could 
never perceive the leaſt warmth ; nay I have 
kept Blood as it came warm out of the Veins 
in continued violent motion, and inſtead of 
hindering, it has facilitated its cooling. 

But for chat Fire, which I judg to þe in the 
Blood, I ſuppoſe it quite different from com- 
mon - 


et 


4, and motionof it ; yer it is not out of any 'ria- | 
B ; 
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mon culinary Fire, and burns by quite diffe* 
rent means, and hasz different Pabulum. For 
it is well known, that=Blood by Diſtillation 
yields but a very little of -any ſuch ſubſtance 
as will afford ſupply ro common-Fire; and yer 
from Blood, and that Excrement of ir we call 
Urin, by a peculiar management, may be ob. 
tain'd that ſubſtance we call the Phoſphoras, 
which is as much Fire as any thing we know, 
it being ſo inflammable, thi unleſs ir be im- 
merg'd in Water, it preſently conſumes all a- 
way in Flame. There is an old Maxim, that 
Nil dat quod in ſe non habet ; which is very 
pertinent to the point in hand: and from 
whence I infer, that if there were not Fire in 
the Blood aftually before, I cannot underſtand 
how this moſt firy Subſtance can be obtained 
from it, 

But there ſtill liesa mighty ObjeQicn in my 
way, which I ſhall endeavor to clear before I 
go on. It is this: Suppoſe the heat of the 
Body proceeds from this firy ſubſtance in the 
Blood ; how coms it to Pas, that in many ca- 
ſes, as in Wounds, whefF matter is generat- 
ing, &c. the motion of the Blood and heat 
of the Body is greater than at other times, 
when that matter, which enters into the 
Blood, and cauſes this hurry and diſorder, has 
no tendency to increaſe the Flame ? | 

To which I anſwer, that tho ſuch Particles 
entring into the Blood, may increaſe the heat 
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tural tendency they have per ſe ſo to do; but ac- 
cidentally they may do it, by cauſing an inte(- 
tin motion or ſermentation, wherby the Ce- 
ment of the Blood being looſned, and its Tex- 
ture much ſpoiled, this Flame 1s at liberty to 
burn more furtouſly. - An inſtance of which 
may be ſeen in common Fire: . tor if the com- 
bn" ible matter of which it 15 to be made, be 
laid cloſe together, it will ſcarce burn at all ; 
but being laid at alittle diſtance, it preſently 
burns bridkly, Andift it were not ſomthing 
more than mere motion a little excited, which 
is the cauſe of Fevers, I cannot underſtand 
how a very fat Perſon in a violent Fever 
{hou'd in a tew days be reduced to almoſt no- 
thing but Skin and Bones, when the vilible E- 
vacuitions of Uriz and Stool are generally leſs 
than at other times; which frequently hap- 
p:nSs. Now it 15 weil known, that no Li- 
quors will ferment, but thoſe which manitfeſt- 
Iv abound with firy Particles, as all forts ct 
vinous Liquors ; and the ſtronger all ſuch Li- 
quors are, the morereadily they ferment. 
te contuled mzxture of Blood and Serum 
(I ſticic not to call it a confuſed one, becauſe 
with good. Glaffes the Blood may be ſeen flat- 
30g tn the Serum in the form of {mall Globules) 
is carried back from the Lungs by the wenal 
Artery into the lett Ventricle of. the Heart, 
and trom thence protruded by means of the 
great Artery, which is immedaiatly” divided 
aro a great many branches, to all parts of the 
* Body, 
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Body, even the moſt minute; the Bones 
themſelves not being deſtitute of Arteries to 
bring this mixture to them for their Nutri- 
tion, and Veins to carry back what is ſuper- 
fluous. 

The manner of NutritionI conjeQuure to be 
as follows. The Arteries, which, as before 
obſerv*d, at their Origin are very large, are at 
laſt divided into an almoult innumerable com- 
pany of {mall Branches, even ſo ſmall, that 
the beſt Glaſſes will ſcarce diſcover them to us. 
At the extremities of thefe ſmall Arteries 13 
that compound Liquor we call Blood, dil- 
charged upon or into the Muſcular Fibers ; and 
not only the ſoft parts,- but even the Bones 
themſelves are obſerved to he fibrous 3 which 
Fibers, tho never ſo ſmall, are yet hollow. 
Now there arc vaſt quantities of the ſmall 
Particles, which compoſe not only the fluid, 
bur alſo the moſt ſolid Parts, continually diſ- 
charg'd by inſealible Tranſpiration, And 
Sanforins, that famous Roman Phyſician, in 
his nice Expernnents obſerves, thac we waſte 
more every day by inſenſible Tranſpiration 
thro the Pores, than by the vilible, ſenſible 
Evacuations of Urin and Stool. The waſte 
made by inſeniible Tranſpiration, is repair'd 
by the homogencows part of that Liquor, con- 
tain'd 1a the Arteries, commonly called Se- 
rum ; Which Serum is adapted or made fit by 
the Pores of the parts it is brought to, to be 
applicd to ſuch places where there is any 
R 2 waſte: 
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waſte. But how the parts of matter are mo- 
dified and adapted fo as to conſticute a Body, I 
thiak would be arrogance 1n me to pretend ro 
define ; bur that Bodies ot very different na- 
tures may, and do receive nutrition and 1n- 
creaſe trom one and rhe ſame ſubſlance, which 
in it {elf lecms to be ſimple anu homogene, the 
following Experiments (the one a rummon 
one, 4rd known toevery body, the other two 
made by two of the greate(t Men theſe laſt 
Ages have aftorded, v:z. Helmont and Boyl) 
will Iſuppoſc clearly demonſtrate. 


Let a Crabiree flock, which has ſix branches, 
have into each branch a Graft ſer, each Graft 
of a different nature; as for inſtance, let three 
of the grafts be of Pears, cach of a different 
forr, and the other three of Apples, ſom 
{weer, ſom ſour; and the Juice brought up 
into the Stock (which, had the top bin lett 
on, would only have produc'd Crabs) being 
brought now into the Grafts, is by their Pores 
ſo alrer*d, that it affords not only nutrition 
and increaſe tothe Grafts, bur inables them to 
bring forth Fruir, each accordirg to its kind : 
which fight I have ſeen with great delight. 


The ſecond Experiment was made by that 
great Inquirer into Nature*s Secrets, Helmont, 
is follows. He took two hundred Pound of 
Earth diieo in an Oven, and having put it in- 
to an Earthen Veſſel, and moiſten'd it with 

* | Watcr, 
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Water, he planted in it the branch of a W/- 
low-tree of five pound weight ; this he warter- 
ed as need required with Rain, or with di- 
ſtilled Water : and'to keep the neiglhboring 
Earth from getting into the Veſſel, he uſed a 
Plate of Iron tinn'd over, and perforated with 
many Holes. Five Years being efluxcd, he 
took out the Tree and weigh'd ir, which, 
compating the Leaves that fell four Autumns, 
he found ro weigh one hundred ſizty nine 
Pounds, and about three Ounces : And having 
again dried the Earth ic grew in, he found it 
wanted of its former Weight of two hundred 
Pound, only about two Ounces; lo that one 
hundred fixty four Pound of the Roots, Wood, 
and Bark, which conſtituted the Tree, {ecm to 
have ſprung from the Water only. 


The third Experiment, being Mr. Boy/'s, 
was this. He ordered his Gardiner to dig up 
a convenient quantity of good Earth, anddry 
it well inan Oven, to weigh it, and then to 
put it into an Earthen Por, almoſt level with 
the ſurface of the Ground, and to ſer on it a 
ſele&t Seed of Squaſh, which is a kind of Iz- 
dian Pompion, that grows apace ;z this Seed he 
order'd him to water only with Rain or 
Spring-water. The Plant flouriſh'd and grew 
apace ;z and tho ſown too late in the Year by 
two months, yet being gather'd at the proper 
Seaſon, the Pompion, Stalks, and Leaves, 
weigh'd three Pound wanting a Quarter; 
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then he took the Earth, and dried it nicely, 
and found it weigh exatly as much as before. 


As a confirmation of the Truth of the two 
laſt Experiments, every body Knows, that 
Mint, and ſuch like Plants, being fſct in a 
Borrle of Water, fiuuriſh as much, or more 
than thoſe planted in tc Eirth. Now theſe 
Vegerables, tho they receive their nutrition 
and increaſe from iſo ſtmple and homogene a 
ſubſtance as Water ; yer by a Chymical Ana- 
yſis, there may be obtained from them ſuch 
ſut-{tances, as are not eaſily to be mixed with 
Water, and ſ:zzm ro bc of a quite diffcrent 
nature frem it: ray, the very (ame ſubſtan- 
ces, for the moſt part, may be obtain'd from 
Vegetables as from Animals, it they are right- 
ly manage, For tho volatil urigous Spirits 
are generally owr.*d to be the product of ani- 
mal fi! {ranccs only; yer I well know, that 
from almalt all forts of Vegetables, without 
any addition, only ſaffering them to putrefy, 
may be obtained a Spirit and volatil Salr, no 
way difiering from that of Hartshorn, and 
human Blood, From all which I gather, that 
if the great variety of Vegetables, which are 
of {iuchdifferent netures, have their nutrition 
and mncreaie irom ſo ſimple a Body only as 
. Watcr ; I'now no reaſon to doubt that all the 
paiis of a Human Budy, or other Animals, 
may havet;:eir nutrition and increaſe from the 
Sum of rhe Blocd, which is analogous to 
v aLcT, When 
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*When there is, by any accident, a Diviſion 
made in the fibrous parts ot the Baty, which 
is what we call a Wound, (ind by the way I 
think there is no differeace, only ſecuntrm 
majus © minus, between thoie valtcs made 
by Tranſpiration which are natuial, and a 
Wound made by Force which is pretera2tu- 
ral) Nature her felt would in @ {mall time 
make a Union, if ſhe was not hi:dr'd, but 
aſſicted. Now I ſhall endeavcr to niake ap- 
pear, that by the common Method, 2::! Nic- 
dicins of Chirurgeons ſhe is hinder'd, bur 
aſſiſted by mine ; which is all not only in this 
caſe, but in all others where Nature is op* 
preſt, that is requir'd of Phyficians or C.i:t- 
rurgeons; who are, or at leaſt oughc to be 
Miniſters of Nature, and not her Oppreflurs. 

Now to ſhew wherin lies the uareaſonable- 
neſs of the common Methods of Chirurgeons 
in the Cure of Wcunds, and wherin they 
hinder and oppreſs Nature in her moſt regular 
Operations : Suppoſe a Wound be made, and 
it's no matter where it is; for what will cure 
a Woung in one place, will do it in another,. 
the matrer brought for the nutrition and ſup- 
ply of all the parts being the ſame. The two 
Experiments before mention'd are ſufficient to 
coofirm, that what will afford nutrition and 
increaſe to a muſcular fleſhy part, may do the 


| fametoa Bone for the Pompion is a ſoft Sub» 


ſtance like muſcular Fleſh, and the Willow a 
hard brittle ſubſtance, analogous to that of 
B 4 , Bones ; 
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Bones; and yet both had their nutrition ang 
incre iſe from Water only. 

Now ler a Wound be made where it will, 
and how it's made matters not, whether it be 
by. Cucting or Contulion ; only there is this 
diFerence between thoſe Wounds called zxci- 
ſed, and thoſe called contuſed ones, (tho by 
the way, I think 1 may ſafely affirm, there is 
no Wound made by inciſion but may as pro- 
peily be called a contuſed one, let the Inſtru- 
meat be never ſo keen with which it is made, 
as a Wound made with a Bullet ; but not in 
altogecher ſv eminent a manner, the difference 
being only ſecundum majus f minus) that 
there is a larger ſpace between the Lips of the 
one, than of the other; and conſequently 
Nature is at more charge and ti1Ouble, and re- 
quires Icnger time for making a Union of the 
one than of the other. For tho 1n both there 
requires the generation of freſh ſubflance 
yet in Gun-ſhot Wounds there is a greater 
quantity to be generated than in inciſed ones, 
the Lips of the Wound being further aſunder; 
and fo of conſequence the more work there is 
to be don, the longer time Nature requires for 
the doing, it. | 

L-t a Diviſion be made in any of the parts 
of the Body, which, as before obſerved, is 
what we calla Wound (how it is made mat- 
ters rot, and whether it be by cutting or con- 
tuſio..) the nutritious Juice is immediatly 
brought to the extremities of the wounded 
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Veſſels all over the Wound. Now I ſtick not 


to call the ſmalleſt Fiber,or Fibril,a Veſſel; for 
if they were deſtitute of Cavirties, they could 
never bs nouriſh'd, much leſs admir of in- 
creaſe. Now all the Medicins us'd in the 
common Methods of Chirurgery, are of ſuch 
a nature, as to relax the divided Fibers ſo 
much, that they cannot contain the nutritious 
matter brought to them, bur let it paſs into 
the Wound, where it is by the ſame Medi- 
cins corrupied, and turn'd into that ſubſtance 
we commonly call Matter. Now the Cor- 
ruption of the nutricious Juice cannot be per» 
form'd witkour a ſort of Fermentation; and it 
is the fermenting Particles, that fretting the 
Fibers, cauſe inflammations in Wounds ; and 
by entring into the Blood, and dividing its 
Texture, cauſe Symromatic Fevers, which 
frequently prove fo tacal. To confirm the 
truth of which, I appeal to the experience 
of all Mankind, who have ever bin wounded 
(and there is ſcarce.oneamong a thouſand but 
has received ſome ſort of Wound or other) 
whether they have not felt pain, and had ſom- 
thing of a Fever, more or leſs, according to 
the largeneſs of the Wound, during the, time 
that matter was generating. Now it 1s evi- 
dent, that whatever will cauſe ſuch ſort of 
pain, and create a Fever, muſt be of a 
heterogeneous nature, and an Enemy: to that 
Body (tor I verily believe, that only the 
Medicins applied are the occaſion of all thoſe 
ill 
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ill Symtoms that frequently attend Wounds) 
to which it is applied, or into which it is re- 
ceiv'd. Of the truth of which, even the na- 
ture of a Fever is a ſufficient confirmation : 
for a Fever, in the terms of many great Men, 
is nothing elſe but a Nixwus Nature, or con- 
tention of Nature to throw off its Enemy. 
Others call a Fever Sazguipurgus, or a Purifier 
of the Blood, which is the ſame with the for- 
mer, only in different words. And a late 
learned Author, the worthy Dr. Cole, in his 
Treatiſe of Intermitting Fevers, the only ra- 
tional Piece in my opinion that ever was writ 
on that SubjeC&, plainly makes it appear, that 
the ſeat of Agues 1s in the Cortex of the Brain, 
from whence, at certain periods of time, the 
matter is thrown off, by the mediation of the 
Nerves, to all the parts of the Body, which 
cauſes that Coldneſs, Rigor, and Horror per. 
ceiv'd at the beginning of a Fir ; this matter 
being afterwards receiv'dinto the Blood by the 
Capillary Veins, which are every where diſ- 
pers'd, and being of a heterogeneous nature 
co the Blood, puts it into a violent motion and 
agitation, in order to throw. it off : which ir- 
regulas motion never ceaſes, till all the matter 
cauſing it is thrown our by the cxternal cuti- 
cular Pores. I could uſe many more Argu- 
ments, to prove, that not only Symtomatic 
Fevers, bur even all ſorts of continued ones, 
do proceed from licterogeneovs Particles being 
admitted into rhe Blood, which for brevity's 
lake I ſhall omit. Now, 
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Now, after they have with fo much hazard 


 andcrouble generated matter (thomany times 


inſtead of generating matter, their ſuppura- 
ting Medicins caule Mortifications in the 
parts, eſpecially if there be an ill habit of 
Body betore-hand ; the bad conſequences of 
which every body knows, but eſpecial- 
ly to their ſorrow thoſe who have experien- 
ced it themſelves) they uſe mundifying Me- 
dicins; and when Nature is almolt tir'd 
and oppreſs'd, weak as ſhe is, they leave her 
to doher own work : and for my part, I don't 
at all ſee cr underitand, that ſhe is in the leaſt 
aſſiſted by the Medicios tlicy atterwards uſe. 
But what TI have bin hitherto ſaying con- 
cerning their Medicins and PraCtice, relates 
only to external Fleſh-wonnds ; and if ſuch ha- 
zard attends the cure of theſe Wounds, what 
is to be expetted in thoſe within the Cavity 
of the Body, where the Lungs, Liver, Guts, 
&c. chance to be wounded? In ſuch caſes 
their Medicins are by themſelves own'd to be 
inſufficient. And if at any time it happens, 
that any of the forementioned parts are wound- 
ed, and the. Party recovers, themſelves ac- 
count it almoſt miraculous, becauſe ſuch 
Wounds, by the general vogue of the greateſt 
Chirurgeons, are accounted mortal, and not 
without reaſon : For to bring a Wound in the 
Lungs, Liver, Guts, &c. to ſuppuration, is 
to bring certain Death ; and to cure a wound 
Without bringing it to ſuppuration, they don'c 
pre» 
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pretend. So that if any of the forementioned 
Wounds are cur*d by them, it is to be attri- 
buted to ſom ſtrange and ſecret Operation of 
Nature unknown to every body, and not to 
their Sk1ll : for he only 15s accounted skilful in 
the cure of any Malady, the moſt of whoſe 
Patients recover ; bwr {uch as have not one in 
ten of their Patients that don't miſcarry, are 
not to be accounted ſo: And I verily believe, 
that not one in ten of thoſe wounded in the 
Cavity of the Body, and managed after the 
common Methods of Chirurgeons, have re- 
cover*d. So I leave it to every man's Judg- 
ment, which Method is moſt to be confided in, 
either that where ſcarce one in ten miſcarries, 
2s in mine ; or | the other, where not onein 
ten recovers, asin the common Methods of the 
Chirurgeons. 

Beſides the Inconveniences andInſufficiences 
of their Methods and Medicins already men- 
tioned,there is ſtil] another as great, viz. when 
any large Blood-Veſſel is wounded, how to ſtop 
the Flux of Blood ; which isnot to be perform'd 
without either aCtual or potential Caateries,the 
inconveniences of which almoſt every body 
knows : nay, Cauteries thernſelves are not to 
be truſted without very ſtri bandage, which 
always, or for the moſt part, cauſes Mortifica- 
tions; the neceſſary conſequences of which 
is lols of Limbs or Life, many times both, as 
I have ſcen with great regret. | 
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In all Wounds, tho but fleſh ones, of any 
conſequence, they confine their Patients to the 
loweſt Diet imaginable, forbidding them to 
ear Fleſh, or drink Wine; and tho there has 
bin great loſs of Blood before at the Wound, 
yet they ſeldom or never fail, to the great 
weakning of their Patients, go let Blood in 
great quantities, which they often repear, to 
prevent the increaſe, and for taking off the 
Fever, which always more or lefs attends 
them, and in ſpite of all they can do, fre- 
quently proves of fatal conſequence, 

I have not mention'd their Texting, Probing, 
and other nonſenſical trumpery, which is ſtill 
uſed by moſt Chirurgeons, to the great detri- 
ment of their Patieats, becauſe many judicious 
Chirurgeons in all places begin to leave them 
off; who, I queſtion nor, will be glad to 


change their old inſucceſsful way of PraQtice 


altogether, when once inform'd of a better and 
more certain Method. 

To give an account of the Methods I uſe in 
the cure of Wounds, will nor take up much 
room, they being ſhort and eaſy, and not 
round about, as the common Methods are. 
However, that I may do it ſomwhat clearly, 
I ſhall begin with #ciſed Wounds, ſo called ; 
and next proceed to give an account of contu- 
ſed ones, made with ſhot or the like : Firſt, 
where only the »zuſcular fleſhy parts are 
wounded ; and ſecondly, where the Bones 
are broken and ſhatterd to pieces, and the 
Tendons 
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Tendons torn: which laſt ſort of Wounds I 
have not touched upon in my account of the 
unreaſonableneſs of the Merhods commonly 
uſed in the cure of Wounds ; tor if there be 
ſuch hazard and trouble in the cure of inciſed 
W unds, all will allow, that it muſt be {o 
1n a much more eminent degree in ſuch Wounds 
as theſe. Suppoſe a Wound be made with a 
Sword, or other cutting Inſtrumear, the length 
or depth of which ſignifies nothing ; I make a 
Solution of my Po..der in Warer, for want of 
w hich in Urin: and as ſoon as conveniently I 
can, the ſooner the better, I either ſqueeze, 
or witha Syringe, if the Wound be deep, in- 
je into ihe Wound ſom of the ſaid Solution : 
I then cluſe the Lips of the Wound together, 
which it wide and Jarge, I ſtitch up. When 
I have ſo don, I apply a Pledget of fine Tow, 
wet inthe ſaid Solution, to the Wound, not 
letting it go into it, but only to cover the 
edges of ir, and lie all over it. And if there 
chances to be any large Artery cut, I hold on 
the Pledget cloſe with my Hand ill the Flux 
of Blood ceaſes, which will be ina {mall time, 
otherwiſe not ; aiterwards I bind it on with a 
very eaſy Ligatute, then I give my Tinfure 
in Wine, and repeat ir according to the Di- 
reCtions at the latter end of the Book. 

Now to prove my Medicins agreable to the 
Nature of Human Bodies, and cf that Juice 
by which I conjeQture (tor to be ſure I cannot) 
the Body is nouriſh'd, and' more WI 
than 
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than the Medicins uſed by Chirurgeons, the 
following Arguments will, I ſuppoſe, evince; 
they not being the effes of Fancy, but of 
moſt certain and reiterated Experiments. 


Firſt of all, my Medicins never cauſe any 
Pain, unleſs it be juſt when the external one 
is ſqueez?'d or injefted into the Wound, and 
that pain is very little more than what would 
be cauſed by uſing Spring-water in the ſame 
manner, 

Secondly, There is no Pain afterwards, but 
= parts are pliant and eaſy, as if not hurt at 
all. 

Thirdly, if there has bin great Pain before, 
according as it has bin greater or leſs, ſo it has 
bin longer or ſhorter before taken off, bur the 
greateſt in a ſhort time. As when a Wound 
had bin long receivd, and had other Applica- 
tions to it before mine, had bin much inflam'd, 
and the parts adjacent much {well'd, and con- 
ſequently the Party in great pain; all theſe 
Symtoms have bin totally taken off in 24, or 
48 hours at furtheſt; and many times in ſuch 
Caſes, the greateſt Pain taken off in a few 
minutes, But they have never bin the cauſe 
of pain, ſwelling, or inflammation ; which 
by the way is a certain argument they are no 
Cauſtics, as ſom maliciouſly and falſly report. 

Fourthly, There has never any ſuch thing 
as a Fever, let the Wound be internal or exter- 
nal, attended apy who have uſed my Medi- 
Ccias 
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cins ſoon after they have. bin wounded ; but 
ſeveral who have bin ill manag'd before, .and 
thrown into violent Fevers, have in 24 hours, 
by the uſe of my Medicins, bin totally freed 
from them, and that without Blood letting, or 
abſtaining from Fleſh or Wine ; the more of 
which they drink, ſo they keep within bounds, 
I always find them che better. 

Fifthly, In all inciſed Wounds, where my 
Medicins have bin ſoon enough uſed, and no 
other Application preceded, they are perfeQ- 
ly curd in a few days, without ſuppuration ; 
and I have frequently obſerv'd that at about 
four days end, ſuch Wounds have bin filled 
with a Subſtance much like Hartshorn-gelly, 
which I have conjeQur'd to be young Fleſh ; 
and in two or three days I have found my con- 
jeQtures true, the ſaid Subſtance being con- 
verted into good Fleſh, But where Wounds 
have bin long receiv'd, and matter generated, 
they have bin cured ina ſmall time, withour 
repeating the Application above once in three 
or four days. I have had to do with Wounds 
long receivd, which have bin both deep antl 
large, and by the common Methods muſt have 
diſcharg'd a great quantity of matter ; but the 


quantity of matter com away after uſing my 
Medicins has bin ſo ſmall, that I have good 
reaſon to conjeQture, it was no more than 
what was form before they were applied. 


- As for Gunſhot Wounds in any of the fleſhy 
parts, 
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parts, they are cur'd in the ſame manner wich 
the former, and without the leaſt ili $\ mtrm ; 
only with this difference, that wheras in inci- 
ſed Wounds,if my Medicins are applied as ſoon 
as, or preſently after, the Wound is receiv'd, 
there is little or nothing cgms away from 
them; but in Gunſhot Wounds, the Glands 
and Lymphatic Veſſels being broke and torn 
to picces, there is tor ſom” time a conſiderable 
quantity of the watry matter contain'd in 
thoſe Veſſels diſcharged out of the Wound ; 
and the loſs of ſubſtance being great, they re- 
quire a longer time to cure, 

But ſom may object, How is it poſſible, 
without bringing the Wound to Suppuration, 
to cauſe a diſcharge of extraneous Bodies, as 
pieces of Clothes, Splinters of Bones, &*c. 
which for the molt part are lodg'd in Gun- 
ſhct Wounds ? 

To which I anſwer, That the ſaid watry 
Liquor being continually diſcharged out of 
ſuch Wounds, and the parts adjacent not being 
{weld, as they never are ſo as to c'oſe up the 
Orifice of the Wounds; by means of rhe ſaid 
Liquor they are brought away without any 
hazard or trouble, and for the moſt part with- 
out any pain at all, eſpecially if of a paſſaule 
bignels ; if not, the Orifice muſt be dilared 
ro make way for th:m. Aad as for chat 
$louzh of which ſom make fo great a nviſe, 
it 15 allo by means of che Liquor brougyhr as 
way without any digeſtivn, it being noching 
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but a complication of torn and broken Fibers 
lodg'd about the ſides of the Wound. As for 
broken Bones, chey being put into their right 
poſture, the nutriczous Juice brought to them 
fills up the void ſpaces, and by the Texrure' of 
its parts in a little time grows as hard as any 
other part of the Bone. What has bin ſaid of 
Bones and Fleſh, may be ſaid of Tendons (the 
wounding of which was heretofore accounted 
as fatal as any thing ; and being of a mncilagt- 
20145 nature, digeſtive Medicins were wont to 
rot and deſtr »y them, and ſo cauſe Mortifica- 
tions) ſo thar their ends, if totally divided, 
can be brought any thing near together ; 
which it ic be not poſſible to be don, as for the 
moſt part it is, there is no other ill conſe- 
quence, but loſing the uſe of that part to 
which it belongs. 

From what has bin ſaid, I think I may ra- 
tionally inter, that my Medicins are agre- 
able to Nature, and afliſt her in her regular 
Operations: And on the contrary, that the 
common Medicins are diſagreable to- Nature, 
and hindcr her in her Operations, 

As for inſtance: Iwo Oilicers of the Regi- 
menc cf [I'«/ileers, that were wounded, were 
inthe ſame Cent together: the one of gocd 
Habit of Body, had receivd a ſlight Wound 
in the Arm; his Wound had bin recceiv'd three 
weeks, and was manag'd according to the 
commen Methods; his Arm was much {wel'd, 
greatly 1:Hanid, and hy in great pain, and 
nor 
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( hirurgicum, 35 
not like to be well in a longtime. The other 
of a very ill habit of Body, had a Sword run 
thro the moſt fleſhy part of his Thigh, che 
Orifices on each ſide 3 Inches long ; and yet 
being managed according to my Methods, in 
a little above a week was pertcAly well, ha- 
ving felt no pain from the beginning. 

Their Medicins corrupt the nutritious Juice, 
and turn it into Matter. My Miedicins being 
friendly to rhe nutritious Juice, prevent it 
from degenerating or corrupting ; by which 
it is capable of performing the work deſign'd it 
by Nature, which is to fill up all Vacuities, 
either naturally or forcibly made, and is per- 
formed in the manuer following. The- nu- 
tritious Juice being by the Arteries brought to 
the Parts, the Particles of it are by the Pores 
of the Parts ſo modified, as to form a Body 
like that thro whoſe Pores it paſt ; from 
whence it ivcaly ro imagin, how very large 
{paces forcibly made may be again filPd up 
with freſh Subitance, like what was there be- 
fore. | 

Their Medicins cauſe inflammations and 
{wellings, and conſequently pain in and about 
Wounds : Minenor ſo. 

Their Medicins cither per ſe, or by accident, 
ſeldom or never fail co caule Symtomatic Fe- 
vers: Mine not fo; bur on the contrary either 
prevent, or take them off when fixed, withs 
our {tarving and deſtroying Nature fot want 
of neceſſary Aliment, 
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By their Methods and Medicins they can't 
ftop Fluxes of Blood without moſt diſmal 
Conſequences. My Medicins ſtop Fluxes of 
Bl:od wit caſe and lafety, and at the ſame 
time cure the Wounds. 

To confirm w 1 I have ſaid, I refer to the 
foil-wi..: Experiments, of the Truth of 
wi;c!.?.:. no difficult matter to be inform'd. 
To conciuds all ; I would not have any to 


underſtand me, as if I poſitively aſſerted, I 


Can cure al! ſorts of Wounds, and that no one 
ſhali miicarry under my Hands : for whoever 
dos 1) 35 preatly miſtaken ; and I mult own 
tire may be a few unlucky Wounds within 
the Cavity of the Body that may clude the ef- 
hicacy of tiny Medicins; yet that moſt of *em 
may be cur'd with all che eaſe imaginable, 
zut for External Wounds, let them be what 
thcy will, I think there are few or none, if 
people will be regular, but may be cur'd with- 
out hazard or inconvenience, 


Experiment I, 


Obn Maihbullon, an Iriſh man, in the Regi- 


ment of Col. Brewer, in the Company ot: 


Capt. Puryf3e, was In a Rencounter run thro 
the !ctr Arm, and into the left Breaſt between 
the ſecond ard tiird Rib, on which he pre- 
icntly fell down as dead. He ſays, he found 
the Sword paſs into the 1namoſt part ot his 
Breaſt, 


: 
) 
1 

2% 

} 

: 


Ps 


(hirurgicum. 37 
Breaſt. TImmediatly he had a great difficulty 
in breathing, and a weight upon his Diaphrag- 
me, likewiſc a great quantity of ſpumons Bluod 
and Air guſh*d out atthe Wound in his Breaſt ; 
which Symtoms, I ſuppoſe, are a clcar de- 
monſtration that his Lungs wcie wounded. 
Mr. Chomly, Chirurg:on ro the Regiment, 
immediatly applied my external Medicin, 
which ſftopt the Flux of Blood 1 bor]: parts, 
which at the Wound in his Arm ws aifi; ve- 
ry great. Buthe did not give the internal one, 
as he ought to have don that Night ; fo his 
ſhorcne(s of Breath, and weight upon his Dia- 
phragme continued : but the next Morning, g1- 
ving it him, he was immediaily freed trum 
thoſe Symtoms, and that day march'd on foor 
ſix miles with the Army, and was not in the 
leaſt our of order, or had any thing of pain 
after ; neither did he at all confine himſclt to 
his Tear, 


Py 


Experiment II. 


NE Paterſon a Scots-man, in the Regi- 
ment of the Right Honorable the Lord 


George Hamilton (now Earl of Orkney) was 


abour 8 a clock one Evening run into che Belly 
about two Inches above the Navelon the right 
Side ; the Sword, as himſelf and other Spec- 
rators ſay, enter'd at leaſt 7 or 8 Inches, and 
being a very broad one, could not fail of doing 
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much miſchief. I may conjeQture,for to be poſi- 
tive 111 ma" can, that the Sword paſt thro the 
Liver; and the Symtoms attending him do, I 
believe, plainly demonſtrate that the Inteſtins 
were alſo wounded. By his Lordſ{hip*, Com- 
mand I was ſent for to take care of him ; but 
not being, at home, Mr. Chomly went to him, 
and in his Lordſhips preſence applied cle ex- 
ternal Medicin, ard gave him the internal one 
in a large Draught of Wine as uſual. After he 
had taken care of him, he immediatly applied 
himſelf ro find me, ro give me an account of 
our Paticnr* condition 3 but his Account was 
ſo ſcurvy a one, that I was ſorry he had imed- 
led with him, which had Ibin there, I ſhould 
not have don, by reaſon my whole Reputati- 
on lay at ſtake; for it was bur two days before 
that his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed by 
public Orders throout the Camp, that notice 
ſhould be vivento my moſt worthy Friend Sir 
Henry Beſafis, of Ye firſt Man wounded, that 
he might ſee whether I were capable of per- 
forming what I pretended to. Now the 
Symrom:s that atiended this Man were violent 
Vomirings, and an intolerable Soreneſs and 
Paia abour his Belly and in his Bowels; and 
jor that Night he had no reſt at all, In the 
morning when the General ſaw him, his cir- 
cumſtences were little or nothing better ; but 
row arts the Evening he began to reſt, and 
bet're next Morning his ill Symtoms totally 
vVauithed, For two days he had no ſtool ; and 
| * when 


_ 


Fl, 
k 


at _— Sabi Cans vic A 


© 


- HA Sod alu 3.45. wot AIDS» - <wr Obos.o 


SC Cen Mon ks MY 8. 4 as TW =. 4 kk T 


', A 
4 p_4 gr, © 3 a 


, 
* 
vu and, 


Fad 


— HADES a EAR ALES «oo DID os Blend ha 


C(hirurgicum. 39 
when he had one, it was ſcarce any thing but 
coxgulated Blood, On the fourih day he 
was able to go with me to Court, where 
the General and other Officers ſaw him very 
well. Beſides the foreſaid Wound, he was 
alſo wounded in two orher places, and much 
bruiſed, of all which he perteQaly recover'd, 


Experiment III. 


R. Lane, a Voluntier in the Regiment 

of Sir Bevil Greenvil, was in a Ren« 
counter run into the left Pap: the Sword, by 
all accounts, enter'd a great way into che Cavi- 
ty of the Breaſt. The Chirurgeon of the Re- 
giment was by Sir Bevz/'s Order ſent to take 
care of him, who preſently returned and told 
Sir Bevil that he was a dead Man, and all the 
World could not ſave him; for that be no 
ſooner thruſt his Probe into the Wound, but 
it was beat back by the Pulſation of his Heart : 
helikewiſe told the ſame co Mr. Will Chirur- 
geon to Col. Selwin's Regiment, and to ſeveral 
others ; but withal, in a ridiculing manner, 
{aid, they might ſend for their famous DoRtor, 
meaning me, and if he could cure him, he 
would fight Duels every day, I was ſent for, 
but being ill could not go ; ſo I ſent Mr. Chom- 
hz, who notwithſtanding his ill Circumſtan- 
ces, being animated by what he had before 
{cen, was not afraid to take him into his care ; 
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tho the Symtoms that attended him were as 
bad as could be, and he alive. He had ſtrong 
Convulſions, ſhortneſs of Breath, a great Load 


upon his Diaphragme, and a large quantity of , 


ſpumous Blood guſh'd out at the Orifice of his 
Wound, together with ſuch a Blaſt of Air, 
that it was almoſt equal to an ordinary Pair of 
Bellows. He applicd the external Medicin, 
and gave him the internal one, which imme- 
Ciatly reliev'd him; but for 48 hours my 
Friend Mr. Hamſtead was forc'd to keep a 
Guard upon him, for fear the Chirurgeons 
ſhou'd do hima miſchief, who before attempt- 
ed to play me ſom ſlippery Tricks. At the 
end of which time Mr. Laxe ſent me word, 
he could lie on the vvounded Part vvithout the 
- leaſt pain; and that my Friend need not give 
himſelf any more trouble, he being as vvell as 
ever in his Life, only vvcak vvith the great loſs 
of Blood : Accordingly my Friend left him. But 
the next Evening there came bervveen tvventy 
and thirty Chirurgeons, vvho by violence (TI 
ſuppoſe having before made him drunk) pulPd 
oft the Dreſſings from his Wound, vvith no 0- 
ther deſign, as I can imagin, than to murder 
him, having applied nothing in its room, but 
left rhe Wound bare ; in vvhich poſture it con- 
tinuel all Night, My People going next 
Morning to viſit him, he told *em the Story ; 
and vvithal faid that every thing vvas vvell, 
his Wound being fo far heal'd before, that 
their pulling off the Dreſſings did him no 
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harm : hovvever, they made another Applica- 
tion, which, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
was the ſecond and laſt that was made. But 
from rhe beginning he took the TinQure once 
in five or {ix hours 1n a large Draught of Wine. 
I have lince ſeen himon the long march, walk- 
ing on foot, when he told me he was as well 
as ever in his Life, * This Man had as ill a ha- 
bit of Body, as it was poſlible to have. 


Experiment IV. 


| R. Fletcher, a Lieutcnant in Col. Fitz- 

Patrick's Regiment of Fufileers, was 
in a Renccunter run thro the moſt fleſhy part 
of his right Thigh ; after the Sword was in 
up to the Hilt, he and his Antagoniſt clos'd, 
and fell upon the Ground, where they continu- 
ed ſtrugling a conſiderable time, the Sword 
being ſtill in Mr. Fletcher*s Thigh : but Com- 
pany coming in, they parted 'em, and pulPd 
out the Sword, and ſent for Mr. Chomly to 
take care of him,who when he came, found the 
Orifices on each ſide at leaſt three Inches long, 
and very wide ; from which proceded a very 
great Flux of Blood. He firlt ſqueez*d ſom 
of the Solution of my Pouder into the Wound, 
then ſtitch'd it up, and applied ſom Pledgets 
of Tow, wet in the Solution, to both Orifi- 
ces; afterwards he gave him the TinCture in 
a glaſs of Wine, which was repeated once in 
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5 or 6 hours, for three days. In one week's 
time he was able to walk abroad ; he publicly 
declar'd that from the firſt time my Medicins 
were applied, he felt no more Pain in or about 
the Wound, thanitf he had never bin hurt at all. 


Experiment V. 


R. Pool, a privat Gentleman in the 


Honorable Brigadier Lumley's Regi- 
ment, in the Troop of Capt. Billingſly, was 
near his Majeſty's Quarters at Roſebeck, with 
a Sword run into the Stomach : he had imme- 
diatly a very great Flux of Blood, both at the 
Wound, and at his Mouth ; but that at his 
Mouth was far the greateſt. Several of the 
Servants belonging to his Majeſty, who: ſaw 
him bleed, do poſitively declare, that, ac- 
cording to a modeſt computation, he loſt at 
both places two Field-meaſures, which are four 
Engliſh Quarts of Blood, before my People 
came to him. He was ſo convullive, that all 
who ſaw him, thought it impoſſible for him 
to live an hour: but my Medicins being us'd 
according to the uſual Method, the Flux of 
Blood immediatly ſtopt ; and he, as almoſt 
all my Patients have, declar'd that within a 
minute cr two after taking the Tin&ure, he 
found himſelf refreſh'd and reviv'd beyond 
expre(115n; and preſently his Convulſions left 
nm, and that Night he ſlept very well. = 
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the morrow a Rumor, by whom rais?'d I know 
nor, was {pread about the Courr, that he was 
dead ; but my Friend Mr. Sell, a Page of the 
Back-ſtairs to his Majeſty, going to the Tent 
where he lay to enquire into the truth of it, 
inſtead of finding him dead, ſaw him heartily 
knawing of tough, ill boiPd Mutton, which 
he forbad him to do ; ſo he left off, but withal 
ſaid, Sir, if I muſt not eat, I'll drink to you ; 
then took up a Quart Pot of ſtrong Meck/in 
Beer, and drank it off. About 3 days after 
the Army march'd from Roſebeck to Mount St. 
Andrew, and he in a Waggon to Tirlemont : 
But next, day, there being a Rumor that the 
Army was to engage, he came from Tirlemont 
to the Camp. His Captain asked him what 
he did there; he anſwered, That he came to 


fght - the Captain replied, Sure you have 6 


nough of Fighting already; No, ſays he, I fear 
not Fighting now, and tho I was ſo lately wound- 
ed, and loſt ſo much Blood, I am as able to fight 
45 any Man in the Regiment. This Diſcourſe 
between his Captain and him he told me of 
on Sunday Morning, which was but five days 
after he was wounded, About three days after 
he was ſeen by his Majeſty and ſeveral great 
Officers, being then very well, and ſo conti- 
nu'd till I left the Camp. 
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Experiment VI. 


| Privat Soldier, in the Regiment of Col. 
| Collingwood, had with a broad Sword, 
his Sternum or Breaſt-bone divided ; the Sword 
likewiſe paſt into the Body of his Lungs. 
From the Wound guſl'd forth ſuch a vaſt 
Qyantity of Blood and Air together, that 
Mr. Chomly declared, he could ſcarce with his 
Hand keep on a Drefling; ſo to bring the 
Lips of the Wound together, with a Needle 
and Thred he ſew'd up the Wound ;. but the 
Force of Air was ſo great, the Flux of Blood 
being before ſtopt by my Medicins, that he 
was forc*d to make his Stitches 1n the exrernal 
part of the Bone, which 1s griſtly, the Skin 
not being ſtrong enough to hold them. The 
Man was for that Night attended with moſt 
dangerousSymtoms ; but on the morrow, con- 
tinuing to take the TinQture, they left bim : 
He ſtaid in the Camp three days very well, 
only weak with the great loſs of Blood. The 
Army being to march, his Weakneſs was ſuch 
that he could not walk far on foot ; ſo, contra- 
ry to my knowlege, he was ſent to the Hoſ- 
pital, but wanted no other aſſiſtance there, 
than to recover his Strength : He ſtaid there 
ſom {mall time, but is ſince return'd to the 
Camp vigorous and well, 
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Experiment VII. 


| Privat Soldier, in the Regiment of Sir 
EF: Fames Leſley, was allo wounded in the . 
: Lungs; and Sir James himſelf rold me he was 
' by ſeveral Chirurgeons given over for dead, 
' - His Wound had bin a Fortnight or more re- 
ceiv'd, and was in a very ill Condition : he 
had a great quantity of Blood difcharg'd into 
the Cavity of his Breaſt, which lying there 
ſo long, vvas degenerated intothe moſt ſtink- 
ing ſort of Pws or Matter; and had like- 
wiſe a moſt violent Fever. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing his Condition vvas ſuch, by the repeated 
uſe of my TinQure, he was in 24 hours freed 
from his Fever, and had all the corrupted 
; Matter thrown out of his Breaſt; and his 
q Wound, by twice applying my external Me- 
dicin, in a week's time vvas cur'd. 


| Experiment VIII. 


R. Wright, a Quarter-maſter in the Re- 
giment of Col. Langſton, vvas vvith a 
'; Swordrun in juſt below che right Arm-pit ; 
the Sword paſt thro the middle of the Lungs 
about ter-Inches. He bad immediatly a great 
Flux of Blood, both at the Wound and ar his 
Mouth, 
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Mouth, vvith a greac ſhortneſs of Breath, and 
violent Convullions. Lieut, Col. Mortor be- 
iog at hand, and having ſom of my Medicins 
by him, feat hits Vf +4 tor {tem ; veohich vyhen 
he had brought, he gave 41m DireQions how 
to apply tnem. The Colone! cold me atter- 
wards, he never faw foſudden, and fo great 
an Alteration in any one in his Lite : Forthat 
; Juſt before he rook the TinQure, he had fo vi- 
olent Convullions, and ſuch a ſhortneſs of 
Breath, that himſelt and all thac ſaw him, 
thought him near expiring ; bur in a few mi- 
nutes after taking ir, rhoie Symroms totally 
teft him. Bur the poor Gentleman fearing 
ſomthing might be omitted, ſent for me ; but 
I teing otherwiſe buſy, ſent Mr. Chomly and 
Mr. Hamſtead ro him, vyho fuund every thing 
yvell: but 1or ſecurity, Mr. Hamſtesd ftaid 
that Night vvich him, and in the Morning 
brought me vvord, that for the firſt part of the 
Night he vvas fomwhart reſtleſs ; but about 
twon Clock he began to ſleep, and continued 
Nec ping till he cameaway. That day I vvent 
to viſit him, and found him in a very good 
cor:dition, free from a Fever, or any diſorder 
in or about his Wound ; cnly he ſpit Blood a 
little, vvhich, I ſuppoſe, vvas occalion*d by a 
Cough he had for ſeven Years betore, vvhich 
being violent, beſides the ordinary Motion of 
his Lungs, muſt neceſſarily much impede the 
healing of '*em vvhen vvounded : Notwith- 
ftanding vyhich, in tour or five days he = 
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able to vvalk abroad, being very vvell, only 
vveak vvith great loſs of Blood. Six weeks 
ſince he vvas vyvounded, I frequently ſaw him 
at Ghent, vyhen he told me, he vvas as vvell. 
as he had bin for ſeveral Years. 


Experiment IX. 


Soldier in the Regiment of the Right 

Hon. the Lord George Hamilton (now 
Earl of Orkney) being out a foraging, - vvas 
vvith a Bullec, or rather tvvo, ſhor thro the 
back part of his Hand ; the Bonesof the Mets 
Carpus vvere all ſhattered to pieces, and the 
Texdons much torn, vvhich vve could plainly 
ſee, the Wound being ſo very vvide. It vvas 
firſt dreſt by Mr. Wh, Chirurgeon to Col. 
Selwin's Regiment, being receiv'd about ren 
a Clock in the Morning. I being that Aﬀeer- 
noon at his Majeſty's Quarters, my Lord told 
me of the Accident, deſiring me to take care - 
of the Man : Accordingly, about nine in the 
Evening, I vvent to his Tent, and ſent 
for Mr. Willy, vvhotold me, that the Man's 
Hand, by the common Methods, could not 
be ſav'd ;\ but if I could do it, he vvould 
itand my Friend againſt all Oppoſers: So I 
requeſted him to pull off his Dreſſings, vvbich 
vvere only Pledgets of dry Tow ; vvhich ha» 
viog don, Mr. Chomly applied my external 
Medicin, and gave him the TinQure in a large 
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Draught of 0/d-hock. His Hand and Arm vvere 
much ſwel'd and inflam'd, and he in moſt 1n- 
tolerable Pain. On the morrow I vvent again 
to ſee him, and found both Swelling and In- 
flammation gon, and he at eaſe. About four 
days after Mr. Chomly opened the Wound, to 
make a freſh Dreſſing, vvhich vve found in a 
very good Condition, and not in the leaſt di- 
geſted, or brought to Suppuration : but a thin 
ſerous Matter, a little tinged with Redneſs, 
vvhich I ſuppoſe to be diſcharged out of the 
Glands and lymphatic Veſſels, came away, 
which when it had lain ſom time upon the 
Dreſſings, vvas ſubje&t to ſtink ; but that 
which came freſh out of the Wound, was as 
{ſweet as a Roſe : This Subſtance vvas quite 
different from vvhat vve call Gleet. The next 
time it vvas dreſt, it look'd better than before, 
-and he cou'd begin a little to ſtir his Fingers ; 
at this Drefling (his Comrade next to be menti- 
on'd being allo then dreſt) a great many 
Gentlemen and Chirurgeons out of Curioſity 
were by, vvho all declared they never ſaw any 
Wounds look fo vvell in their lives ; and then 
he could ſtir all his Fingers, Within a fevy 
days the Army began to march, and he 
vvalk'd every Day of the long March, unleſs 
it vvas the firſt, vvhen I got leave for him, 
and his Comrade in AMiQion, to ride three or 
four miles. Before'vve came to the end of the 
long March, he told me he could lay the 
vvounded Hand on the Back of a Horſe - rs 

ands 
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Hands high, and without a other aſſiſtance, 
leap upon his Back. He had at ſeveral times 
at leaſt fifty ſmall pieces of Bones came away ; 
and after they were all diſcharged, his Hand 
was ſuddenly well; 


Experiment X. 


Nother Soldier of the ſame Regiment 
was at the ſame time wounded in three 
places of his Body. He had two Bullets, at 
about an Inch and half diſtance, enter'd near 
the middle of his Back on the right fide, and 
were cut out by Mr. Wily about ſeven Inches 
from their. Orifices on the ſame fide. Another 
Bullet enter'd a little below on the ſame fide, 
and was Cuteout juſt above the Navel, being 
about nine Inches from its firſt Entrance. Tho 
the other rwo had nor, grazing upon the Ribs, 
yet I have great reaſon to believe this did pene- 
trate the Cavity of the Body. This Man we 
found in moſt intolerable Miſery, hiwiag a 
violent Fever ; and che laſt mentzoned Wound, 
in all appearance, began ro mortify, both Ori- 
fices looking very black, and a very ill ſmell 
coming from them. Mr. Chomly applied my 
external Medicin, and gave him the TinRure 
which, according to Cuſtom, was repeated 
in five or fix Hours. His Pain and Fever laſt-: 
&d about 30 Hours, when they borh left him, 
and in three or fouc Days he walked abroad, 
D Wheg 
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Draught of 0/d-hock. His Hand and Arm vvere 
much {weld and inflam'd, and he in moſt 1n- 
tolerable Pain. On the morrow I vvent again 
to ſee him, and found both Swelling and In- 
flammation gon, and he at eaſe. About four 
days after Mr. Chomly opened the Wound, to 
make a freſh Dreſſing, vvhich vve found in a 
very good Condition, and not in the leaſt di- 
geſted, or brought to Suppuration : but a thin 
ſerous Matter, a little tinged with Redneſs, 
vvhich I ſuppoſe to be diſcharged out of the 
Glands and lymphatic Veſſels, came away, 
which when it had lain ſom time upon the 
Dreſſings, vvas ſubje& to ſtink ; but that 
which came freſh out of the Wound, was as 
{weet as a Role : This Subſtance vvas quite 
different from vvhat vve call G/eet. The next 
time it vyvas drcſt, it look'd better than before, 


and he c11i'] begin a little to ſtir his Fingers ; 


at this D:cfling (his Comrade next to be menti- 
on'd being allo then dreſt) a great many 
Gentlemen and Chirurgeons out of Curioſity 
were by, vvho all deciared they never ſaw any 
Wounds look {o vvell in their lives ; and then 
he could ſtir all his Fingers, Within a fevy 
days the Army began to march, and he 
vvalk*'d every Day of the long March, unleſs 
it vvas the firſt, vyvhen I got leave for him, 
and h11s Comrade in AmMiQtion, to ride three or 
ſour miles. Before'vve came to the end of the 
long March, he told me he could lay the 
vvounded Hand on the Back of a Horſe - 5 
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Hands high, and without any other aſſiſtance, 
leap upon his Back. He had at ſeveral times 
at leaſt fifty ſmall pieces of Bones came away ; 
and after they were all diſcharged, his Hand 
was ſuddenly well; 


Experiment XR. 


Nother Soldier of the ſame Regiment 

was at the ſame time wounded in three 

places of his Body. He had two Bullets, at 
about an Inch and half diſtance, enter*'d near 
the middle of his Back on the right ſide, and 
were cut out by Mr. Will abourt ſeven Inches 
from their Orifices on the ſame fide. Another 
Bullet enter*d a little below on the ſame fide, 
and was Cur out juſt above the Navel, being 
about nine Inches from irs firſt Entrance. Tho 
the other rwo had not, grazing upon the Ribs, 
yet I have great reaſon to believe this did pene- 
trate the Cavity of the Body. This Man we 
found in moſt intolerable Miſery, hwiag a 
violent Fever ; and che laſt mentzoned Wound, 
in all appearance, began ro mortify, both Ori- 
fices looking very black, and a very ill ſmell 
coming from them. Mr. Chomly applied my 
external Medicin, and gave him the TinQure, 
which, according to Cuſtom, was repeated 
in five or ſix Hours. His Pain and Fever laſt- 
ed about 3o Hours, when they both left him, 
and in three or fouc Days he walked abroad, 
Wheg 
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When he was next dreſt, which was about 
four Days from the firſt Dreſſing, the two firſt 
Wounds look*d very well, but the laſt not fo 
well. But at the third Dreſſing there came 
out of the laſt Wound many Pieces of his 
Clothes, and that without any Digeſtion at 
all, only a great Quantity of the foremention'd 
ſerous Matter came from all the Wounds, In 
about 3 Weeks all the Wounds were filled with 
good Fleſh, and only wanted skinning ; but 
being forc'd to march with the Army on Foot 
for many Days together, the great Motion of 
his Body, with the moving of his Clothes, 
fretted the wounded Parts, and kept them 
from skinning, and likewiſe caus'd a little 
proud Fleſh to grow up, which, when he 
came to have a little Reſt, ſoon vaniſhed, and 
the Wounds were preſently well. 


Experiment XI. 


' A N Enſign inthe Honorable the Lord Bel- 
caſtle's Regiment, in defending a Paſs 
againſt a Party of French, was with a Musket 
Bullet wounded inthe Head ; it entred a little 
below the Temple, paſt on, and tore the tems- 
poral Artery aſunder, and graz'd further on the 
Skull about four Inches. By his Majeſty's 
Order I went to take care of him ; whea I 
camp, I found he had bin dreft by the Chirur- 
geon of the Regiment, whom I ſent for to poll 
(0 
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off his Dreſſings, which were hard Doſlels of 
Tow dipt in Spirit of Wine, he having cram'd 
the Wound, which was an Inch wide, with 
**m as full as ir could hold. After his Dreſ- 
ſings were off, Mr. Chomly applied my exter- 
nal Medicin, and gave him the TinQure. 
His Head and Face were much ſweld, and he 
ſomthing feveriſh. On rhe morrow I went 
to vific him, when the Swelling was quite 
gon, and his Fever left him; and in about a 
Fortnight, his Wound, tho ſo wide, without 
being brought to Suppuration at all, was per- 
fealy well. In the mean time he never con- 
fin'd himſelf to his Tent, but march'd on Foot 
with the Army, and declared, that from the 
time my Medicips were applied, he felt no 
more Pain, than if he had never bin hurt. 


Experiment XII. 


| Privat Soldier in the. Regiment of the 
> Honorable Major Gen. Le Mullinter, 
was wounded at the ſame time with the fore- 
mentioned Officer ; bur of him I had no no- 
tice till the Morrow, whea the Major Gene- 
ral, I being at the Officer's Tent, ſent to me, 
deſiring me to take care of him. I found he 
had before bin dreſt by the Chirurgeon of the 
Regiment ; for whom I ſent to pull off his 
own, and apply my Medicias, Mr. Chomly 
not being with me. The poor Man had one 
D 2 Musket 
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Musket Ball enter'd at the corner of his right 
Eye, and paſſing thro the Os Spongioſum, or 
ſpungy Bone of the Noſe, came out at the 
left Eye, tearing that all to pieces. Another 
Bullet enter'd at the laſt Orifice, paſt thro the 
upper Mandible, or Jaw-Bone, and came out 
at the corner of the under one. Theſe two 
Wounds were cram'd as full as they could 
hold with hard Doſflels dipt in Spirit of Wine, 
which I order'd to be pulled out : which tho 
perform'd with the greateſt difhculty imagi- 
nable, and putting the poor Creature to moſt 
intolerable Pain; yet his Bravery of Spirit 
was ſuch, that he never ſo much as ſmayed at 
it all the time it was doing. After the Chi- 
rurgeon had, as he ſaid, pulPd out all the Dof- 
{els, I deſired him to injeRt ſom of the Solu- 
tion of my Pouder thro both the Wounds ;. 
thro rhe tirſt it paſt very well: and tho we 
tried at both the upper and lower Orifice. of 
the laſt, we could not ger any thro; fo I con- 
cluded there muſt be itill ſom Doſflels behind, 
as it afterwarcs appeared ; but the Wound be» 
ing very deep, he could not com at any of *em 
with his Forceps ; ſo we were forced to bind it 
up as it was. His Head and Face were {wel'd 
to ſuch a prodigious Bignels, that he look'd 
like a Monſter ; he had likewiſe a violent Fe- 
ver, which by the taking of my TinQure was 
ſoon abated, and in two Days the Swelling of 
his Head and Face was quite gon down, and 
be free from any Pain at all, tho there ware 
: I 
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ſill 3 large hard Doſſels left in the laſt Wound, 
About five Days after he was wounded, rhe 
Army began to march, and he on Horſe-back 
went the whole March; and tho expoſed to 
Wind and ill Weather, felt no Pain or Difor- 
der in or about his Wounds. About the ſixth 
Day of the March, Mr. Chomly having pulPd 
off the Dreſſings to make freſh ones, the Doſ- 
ſels of the thickneſs of a Man's Thum came 
out at the upper Orifice of the laſt Wound, 
without any trouble or pain at all: Ar that 
time the. lower one was almoſt clos'd up, and 
afterwards the upper one . began to mend a- 
pace; in a little time his Wounds were cured, 
and he is now in this City very well, his Face 
not in the leaſt disfigured, only by the loſs 


of his Eye. 
Experimens X[lI. 


R. Lorridg a Lieutenant ia the Hon, 
Brigadier Lumley's Regiment, in a 
Rencounter receiv'd a {light Wound under the* 
right Arm-pit, the Axillary Artery being allo 
prick'd; on which enſued a large Flux of 
Blood, which was ſoon ſtopt, or rather pent 
in, by Mr. Ezgliſþ, Chirurgeon to the Regi- 
ment. Heg..was about a Month manag'd' by 
Mr. Engliſh, and Mr. Hall principal Chirur- 

gone to the Engliſh Hoſpital : After which he 
had a freſh Flux of Blood ; and before he had * 
D 3 | any 
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any Help, I ſuppuic by what I ſaw in the Bed, 
and in his Breechcs, he loſt 7 or 8 Pound of 
Blood : Ar lalt the Chirurgeons Mate of the 
Regiment coming, with a very ſtrait Liga- 
ture ſtopt the Bleeding; and then ſent for 
Mr. Hall, who immediatly came, but ſeeing 
how the caſe ſtood, ſent for ſom of the molt 
eminent Chirurgeons in Ghent, where the 
Licutcnant then was; to his affiſtance. They 
were at lcaſt 5 hours uliong their utmoſt En- 
deavors to ſtop the Flux of Blood, which, tho , 
they ſeveral times uſed red hot Irons, they 
could not do. At laſt Mr, Hall came to me, 
and defired me to zo aloag with him ; which, 
tho I knew that on all occaſions he had ſpoken 
reproachfully of me, I readily granted. When 
T came, I found tiie poor Gentleman in a de- 
plorable condition, his Arm. being moſt prodi- 
giouſly twel'd, and abſolutely mortified by 
their hara Ligature, from his Fingers ends to 
his Shoulder, and his Spirits ſo exhauſted by 
the loſs cf Blood, and the intolerable Pain 
they had put hira co, -that it was iu;polſble he 
* ſhould ſurvive many hours: yet when. the Li- 
garure was never {o little looſned, the Blood 
ru{t'd forth as violently, as Ibclieve it had 
don at all. However, to be- ſerviceable toan 
ronelſt Gentleman 1a diſtrels, in'sny manner 
I could, I prepard my external Medicin, 
which Mr. Hell applied ; then: 1' order'd the 
Ligature to be undon, and the Blood ſcem'd 
to be itopt : but ig a minute, or therabouts, a 
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{mallquantity iſſued forth, which we concluded 
was occaſion'd by the Medicin's not ſufficiently 
coming to the Mouth of the Artery, which was 
ſo drawn up, the Artery being then totally di- 
vided, that theend of ones Finger would ſcarce 
reach it; but be it how it would, for ſecurity 
we pull'd off that Dreſſing, and made a ſecond, 
which totally ſtopt the Flux of Blood, with- 
out any Ligature or Compreſs at all. He liv- 
ed about 5 Hours after ; and tho he was very 
reſtleſs, and ftrugled much, yer there did not 
one Drop of Blood more appear. I only men- 
tion this Experiment, to demonſtrate on what 
ſhghr Occaſions many loſe their Lives by the 
common Methods, and how eaſily ſuch Acct- 
dents may be prevented, it my Medicins are 
timely enough, and regularly uſed; as in 
the caſe of this poor Gentleman : for had my 
Medicins bin uſed before his Arm was morti- 
fied by their hard Ligature, the Flux of Blood 
would eaſily have bin ſtoprt ; and then he could 
not, morally ſpeaking, have miſcarried. 


Experiment XIV. 


Being at a Coffee-houſe in Ghent, Sir Wit. 
Ruſfel, a Captain in the Regiment of Col, 
Coy, came to me, and deſired me to meet him 
in the Afternoon at a Tavern, to look on a 
Man's Hand of their Regiment that was hurt, 
which I readily granted. Acgording to pro» 
D 4 miſe. 
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miſe, I went, and found him and the Troop- 
er together. After I had examin'd the Man a- 
bout his Wound, which had bin receiv'd a 
Forrnight, his Hand and Arm being mighrily 
fwel'd and inflam'd, and he in moſt intole- 
rable Pain, I defir*?d him to ſend his Comrade 
for the Chirurgeon, * who ha1 before look'd 
aſter it, winch accordingly he did ; but the 
Chirurgeon either would not, or was aſham*d 
to com, So, at his requeſt, I opeu'd the 
Wound my ſelf, which 1 found in a moſt la- 
meatable condition, and beginning to morti- 
fy. The Sword enter'd about the middle of 
the Palm of his Hand, and came out at the 
top of his Wriſt, the two Oritices being a- 
bout 6 Inches aſunder. The Wound being ſo 
very deep, I ſent my Boy for a Syringe, with 
which I injeted ſom of the Solution of my 
Pouder thro the Wound, and afterwards gave 
him a large Doſe of the TinEture 1a a Glaſs of 
Wine. We. had not fat above a quarter of an 
hour, but the poor Man pul'd off his Hat, re- 
turning me Thanks in the molt affeQtionat 
manner imaginable, ſaying, Sir, when I came 
into your Company, I was in moſt intolerable Pain 
and Miſery, from which I was not to expett des 
trvcrance but by the loſs of my Arm ; but am 
wow as much at caſe as ever I was in my Life. 
This was about the 23d of September ; and 
fince my return to Exgland, I received a moſt 
obliging Letter from Sir Will. Raſſel, dated 
the 34 of Ofober, wherin he tells me, that 
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contrary to his expeQation, the Man's Hand 
was perfealy well. 

I could add a great number of Cures wrought 
both in London, and other Parts of England, 
ſincethe firſt publiſhing this TraCt ; but ſuch as 
will not be convinc'd by thoſe already menti- 
on'd, will nor, ſhould I add a hundred more. 


- 


DireQtions for the uſe of the Vulnerary Pouder, 
and of the TinQure of the Sulphur of Venus. 


Uch a Quantity of the Pouder as will lic 

on a Silver Peany,may be difſolv*d in a full 
Spoonful of warm Water ; where that cannot 
be had, you may take Urin. In this Solution 
you may wet a Pledger, made either of fine 
Tow or Lint, with which lightly dab the Lips 
of the Wound, and then ſqueeze a {mall quan- 
tity of the Solution into ir. Then you may 
apply = Pledger, and bind ir on. If the 
Wound be an inciſed one, after the Medicin is 
ſqueezd into it, it will be convenient to ſtitch 
the Lips together with a Needle and Thred, 
and then apply the Pledget. Now in inciſed 
Wounds, when theſe Medicins are applicd as 
ſoon, or a little after the Wound is received, 
one Dreſling is for the moſt part ſufficient, 
but two are as many as ever need be uſed; 
the ſecond Application to be made at the end 
of 3 or 4 Days: But in Gunſhot Wounds, or 
where there is great loſs of Subſtance, _ 
; Drel- 
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Dreſſings are needful, and ro be repeated once 
ioabcut 4 Days. It the Wound be very deep, 
whether ic be an inciſed or a Gunſhor one, in» 
ſtead of ſqueezing in the Solyrion, it is neceſ- 
{ary it be i01:Qed wich a Syringe. 

As for the 1inQture, 1a all very large fleſh 
Wounds, and rhoſe within the Cavity of che 
Body, ir ought to be taken once in 5 or 6 hours, 
and continued 4 or 5 days : The Doſe is halfa 
Spoonful in a Draught of any good Wine, but 
Old-Hock 1 find beſt. In flight Wounds to be 
taken twice a Day for 2 or 3 Days: Tho if 
it be taken longer it can be no way prejudicial, 
but the contrary. 

In great Fiuxes of Blood it will be convenient 
to hold on the Pledger wet 1n the Solution with 
your Hand, ill the Flux ceaſes, which in the 
greateſt Fluxes will generally bcina ſmall time; 
and afterwards to uſe very ealy Bandage. 

I have obſerved, that in thoſe Wounds where 
there is little or no Flux of Blood, the weaker 
the Solution is made, the better; and wherethere 
are large Fluxesof Blood, for the ſtopping of *em 
the Solution muſt be made as ſtrong as ma 
be : but afrer that is don, a weak Solution will 
ſooner finiſh the Cure chan a ſtrong one, 

Where there is only a C:catrzx wanting, or 
for the Cure of old Ulcers, I have found a ſmall 
quantity of the Pouder difſolv'd inthe White of 


an Egg (which it willimmediatly turn intoa 


ſtiff Gelatinows Subſtance) to do much better 
than whea diſfſoly'd in any other Liquor. 
| | Nowvun 
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To the Honorable 


W 1Ltiam BLaitawarr, Eq; 


Secretary of W ar. 


SIR, 
Y Adverſaries having dedicated 
M a Piece to You, wherein 
they defire Your Patronage 
of Truth, which they pretend to be 
on their Side ; I being likewiſe ſufficient- 
ly ſatisfied that the Greatneſs of Your 
Soul is ſuch, as not to be amuſed 
with ſpecious Pretences, bave preſum'd 
allo to dedicate this Tra&t ro You: 
which, tho I have not had timeto put 
into any Order, yet it contains moſt 
indiſputable Truths, 
|| 
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I beg no other Favor of You, than 
that if Truth inclines to my fide, You 
will afford me Your Patronage, which 
my own Experience is ſufficient to aſ- 
lure me; that my Requeſt will be as 


readily granted as deſired. I am, 


S1IR, 


Your moſt obliged 
and Obedient 


SerVant to command, 


Joun CoLlBarcn, 
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TO THE 


READER 


N the 18th day of this inſtant April 
1695, there came to my Hands « little 
| Libel ſer forth by my old Friends 
the Surgeons. Alt firſt I thought it would not 
be worth my ſpending any time in writing an 
Anſwer to it ; till at laſt I concluded, That if I 
ſhould be altogether fulent till the end of the 
Campagn, they might in my Abſence triumph a- 
mong # themſelves, and make the unthinking 
Part of the World believe TI had given up my 
Cauſe, and jielded all for loſk. To prevent 
which, I have (in the midſt of my Multiplicity 
of Buſineſs) ſpent « few bours in compoſing 
the following little Traf# ; which tho I muſt own 
to be full of many Imperfettions, yet it contains 
nothing but Truth: and therfore for Truth's 
ſake I doubt not but the Candid Reader will 
paſs over thoſe other Failings with which he may 
meet. 


The Charges laid againſt me are very numt- 
rous ; and were they but as true, I muſt of con- 
ſequence be the ;moſt wile Creature alive. 
But 
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But I having bin uſed ſo much to the Seur- 
rility, of ſom of that Fraternity, there is 
nothing but I can bear from them. And in- 
deed I ſhould be to blame, if I was not con- 
tent to give Loſers leave to ſpeak ; and ſo much 
the more, by reaſon that their Diana (I mean 
their ill Prattices being detefied, the World 
will be ſo wary as to bave a care of them) us 
falling into Diſgrace; to keep up whoſe Re- 
putation (tho to the great prejudice of Man- 
kind) they will not fail to make their utmoſt 
Efforts : A drowning Man will lay hold on 
every Twig. To be ſare, if making a Noiſe, 
and uſing ill Language, will do any thing to- 
wards the Preſervation of their ſinking Credit, 
that ſhall not be wanting. 


As I have before ſaid, ſo I ſay it again, 
That both the City of London, and the Eng- 
liſh Army afford a great many Surgeows, who 
are Men of extraordinary Worth, from whom 
T have received many Civilities ; and inſtead 
of being diſcouraged by them, I have bin to 
the utmoſt of their Power aſſiſted in carrying 
on my Deſigns. 


1 bave had occaſion to mention My. Ber- 
nard's Name, which I could not poſſibly a+ 
void : But I am ſo far from charging him 
with any thing unfair, that there is nothing 
more; for I can hear of no one perſon who 
has at any time heard him declare, That the 
Man 
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Man at the Hoſpital bled again after mY 
Pouder was applied, and had ftopt the Flux of 
Blood. Nay, I have bin inform'd that he 
was altogether againſt the publiſhine* of that 
ſcandalous Libel, telling the Authors, that it 
was in vain to write againſt Matter of Fatt. 
IWhether this Relation be true or not, 1 am 
not certain : But of ths I am ſure, he # 4 
wery great Man, and the Honor of his Pro- 
felſioa ; and I werily believe he ſcorns a mean 
Action. I heartily wiſh I conld ſay the ſame 
of Mr. Co:per and others, from whom I never 


deſerved ill. 


There was ſcarce an Experiment I made laſt 
Year in Flanders, but there were ſeveral Of- 
ficers Spetators , ſo that if I had not per+ 
form'd what 1 pretended to, I muſt quickly © 
have bin deteffed. Brut I thank God my Suc- 
ceſs was ſuch, that I have gained the good 
Will of moſt Ojficers of the Army, whoſe Words 
will (I ſuppoſe) 20 farther with all conſiderat 
Men, thau the ſcaadaloin, malicious Reports of 
ſome intereſled Surgeons. 


Tho I have no immediat concern in the 
Meaicins here recommended, yet my Repu- 
tation as much depends upon the Succeſs or 
Non-ſucceſs of them, as if they were” ſtill at 
my own diſpoſal; and therfore I think I am 
cbliged to acquaint the World, that the right 
enes are only to be hai of My. Brown the 
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But I having bin uſed ſo much to the Scur- 
rility, of ſom of that Fraternity, there is 
nothing but I can bear from them. And in- 
deed 1 ſhould be to blame, if I was not con- 
tent to give Loſers leave to ſpeak ; and ſo much 
the more, by reaſon that their Diana (I mean 
their ill Prattices being detefted, the World 
will be ſo wary as to have a care of them) « 
falling into Diſgrace ; to keep up whoſe Re- 
putation (tho to the great prejudice of Man- 
kind) they will not fail to make their utmoſt 
Efforts : A drowning Man will lay hold on 
every Twig. To be ſare, if making a Noiſe, 
and uſing ill Language, will do any thing to- 
werds the Preſervation of their ſinking Credit, 
that ſhall not be wanting. 


As I have before ſaid, ſo I ſay it again, 
That both the City of London, and the Eng- 
liſh Army afford a great many Surgeows, who 
are Men of extraordinary Worth, from whom 
T have received many Civilities; and inſtead 
of being diſcouraged by them, I have bin to 
the utmoſt of their Power aſſiſted in carrying 
on my Deſigns. 


I bave had occaſion to mention My. Ber- 
nard's Name, which 1 could not poſſibly a+ 
void : But I am ſo far from charging him 
with any thing unfair, that there is nothing 
more; for ] can hear of no one perſon who 
has at any time heard him declare, That the 
Man 
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Man at the Hoſpital bled again after my 
Pouder was applied, and had ftopt the Flux of 
Blood. Nay, 1 have bin inforw'd that he 
was altogether againſt the publiſhing of that 
ſcandalous Libel, telling the Authors, that it 
was in vain to write againſt Matter of Fatt. 
Whether this Relation be true or not, 1 am 
not certain : But of this I am ſure, he # a 
wery great Man, and the Honor of his Pro- 
feſſion ; and I verily believe he ſcorns a mean 
Aition. I heartily wiſh I could ſay the ſame 
of My. Cooper and others, from whom I never 
deſerved ill. 


There was ſcarce an Experiment I made laſt 
Year in Flanders, but there were ſeveral Of- 
fcers Speitators , ſo that if I had not pers 
form'd what 1 pretended to, I muſt quickly © 
have bin deteifed. But I thank God my Suc- 
ceſs was ſuch, that I have gained the good 
Will of moſt Officers of the Army, whoſe Words 
will (I ſuppoſe) go further with all conſiderat 
Men, than the ſcandalois, malicious Reports of 
ſome intereſted Surgeons. 


Tho I have no immediat concern in the 
Meadicins here recommended, yet my Repu- 
tation as much depends upon the Succeſs or 
Non-ſucceſs of them, as if they were ſtill at 
my own diſpoſal; and therfore I think I am 
obliged to acquaint the World, that the right 
Ones are only to be had of My. Brown the 

E Book- 


66 To the Reader. 


Bookſeller, and My. Raddiſon, the Perſons 
deputed to diſpoſe of them by the preſent Poſ- 


eſſor. 


There are ſeveral Perſons about the Town, 
who have endcatored to imitate theſe Medicins, 
and afterwards to ſell them in my Name; but 
whoſoever (hall buy any, except of the Perſons 
before mentioned, when they find themſetves 
fruſtrated in their ExpeGFations, I hope will 
not biame me, having given them this fair 
Warning. 


From my Houſe in Villeys- 
ſtreet, Tork Buildings. 


Novun 


um 
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Novum Lumen ( hirurgicum Vmdicatum : 
OR, A 


VinoicaTion of the New Light 
of Chirureery. 


Here having lately ftoln into the 

World a ſcandalous Libel, intituFd, 

Novum Lumen Chirurgicum Extinc- 

tum, wherin the Author, or rather 

Authors (I being very well afſured, that it 
was compoſed by a Club or Cabal of Surgeons) 
pretend to ridicule notorious and known 
Matter of FaQt; and he or they pretend» 
ing to detett Impoſture, and to vindicate 
the Cauſe of Truth, I leave it to the impar- 
tial Judgment of any rational, ſober Perſon, 
whether the Author or Authors had any rea- 
ſon to conceal their Names. I confeſs there 
are the two initial Letters of a Perſon's 
Name prefix'd to the Title Page ; which it 
they anſwer to the Perſon I have ſom reaſon to 
ſuſpet, had his Name bin written art length, 
his Life and Converſation are fo very ſcanda- 
Jous (he having laſt Year bin caſhier'd the Re- 
giment to which he belong'd for his ſcanda- 
lous way of Living, as I have bin credibly 
inform'd by ſom of the Officers of the {aid 
E 2 Regi- 
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Regiment) that it had bin ſufficient to have 
deter'd any one from reading more than the 
Title Page alone. 

The Authors have taken care to ſend this 
Libel into the World at a time when I am full 
of buſineſs in making my Preparation for Flan- 
ders, and juſt upon the point of going, and 
:hcrfore not capable of writing ſo tull an An- 
{wer as otherwiſe I would have don, and 
which may be expefted at the cnd of the 
Campagn; and alſo when the Officers of the 
Army, who would have bin my Compurga- 
tors, are gon out of Town. ' 

Mr. Hall, Sur2zcon to the Honorable Col. 
Fitz: Patrick's Regiment of Fufileers, who 
tad a confiderable hand in writing this Piece, 
brings in rhe Major and two Captains of the 
{aid Regiment to jultity a moſt notorious Un- 
truth ; of which, when it ſhall com ta their 
knowledg, I ſuppcſe he will have ſufficient 
cauſc to repent, 

As for what they ſay concerning the Dogs 
wounded before the Right Hon. the Lord Cars, 
and Ihe Soldier wounded upon Tower-H11 ; if 
I had time, 1 cotild ſufficiently make appear 
the Truth of every tittle 1 faid in my Pre- 
tace on that SubjeQ; and whoever will give 
:imfelt the troubie: of going to Mr. Sterkey 
Surgecn upon little Tower-Hill, will be fſatil- 
ty'd chat the Man's Caſe was molt deplorable, 
aud q ite contrary to what they relate. 


They 
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They ſay I have deſerv'd ill of moſt Surge- 
ons ; which is no otherwiſe true, than it to 
be civil, and ſhew reſpe& in the higheſt de- 
gree, be to deſerve ill. For I defy any one of 
thac Fraternity to ſay, I ever denied them to 
ſhew what Experiments they delired, an41 to * 
let them ſee my Patients dreſt on all occaſions. 

And ſince Mr. Cooper is by them trump'd 
up in relation to the Experiments made at 
St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, I ſhall repreſent 
that whole Bulineſs to the World, and leave 
it to any impartial Perſon to judg whether I 
was fairly dealt with, or not. 

Having made ſom Experiments before Mr. 
Cooper, &c. firlt upon a Dog, making an A- 
perture in his Abdomen, then taking out one 
of his Small Guts, and wounding it, of which 
he was in 3 or 4 Days well; then cutting off 
one of his hinder Legs as cloſc as poſſibly we 
could co his Body, and immediatly ſtopping the 
Flux of Blood without any hard Bandage, to 
the great fatisfation of all the Byſtanders : I 
was deſired by one of the Maſter-Surgeons of 
the Hoſpital to try my Medicias upon two 
Perſons, who were to have the one a Leg, 
and the other an Arm cut off, which I readily 
granted. The Day before theſe' Operations 
were tobe performed, I receiv'd a Letter from 
the ſaid Maſter-Surgeon, requeſting me to 
com alone, and to bring no one with me, that 
a Croud might be avoided, and his Brethren 
not diſpleas'd, (which I leave to any one to 
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judg whether it did not look as if there was 
ſom Deſign, as the Sequel will demonſtrate.) 
Accordingly I went to the Hoſpital, having 
no one with me but my Boy of about 14 Years 
of Age. But (to my great ſurprize) whenTI 
came there, I found at leaſt twenty of their 
Fraternity. However, knowing the Juſtice 
of my Cauſe, I ftaid to perform ri1e Buſineſs 
about which I came. TI confeſs my Pouder 
was two or three times applied before the Flux- 
es of Blood were ſtopt, but the irregular ap- 
plication of it by one of themſelves was the 
occaſion of it: And after the Fluxes were 
ſtopr, there was no other than mere retentive 
Bandage uſed, which is more than what any 
of them can pretend to with their moſt cele- 
brated Medicins. After our Patients were 
dreſt up, and laid to Bed, we went all to the 
Tavern, where every one ſeem*d to expreſs 
great Satisfation in what had bin don. The 
next Morning, being at Tom's Coffee-houſe 
in St. Mart:zs-lane with one Mr. Clark, I met 
with a certain Phyſician who told me that all 
was undon, for that one of the People had bled 
atreſh ; and if Mr. Bernard had not bin at 
and to have taken off mine, and applied his 
own Viedicins, he had bled to Death. - The 
[Truth of hich I had no reaſon to believe, 
having ſent one the Night before, and another 
that Miorning, to make ſtri& enquiry how 
they did, who brought me word they were 
both very well, but mentioned nothing of an 
* ſuck 
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ſuch Accident : However, that I might be 
ſatisfied cxatly 1n the truth of the Report, 
I imm<diarly went to ihe ſaid Hoſpital, taking 
Mr. Clark with me. In our way we met Mr. 
Blackj.vnre, Apoihecary to the Hoſpital, who 
ro! me tie ſame Story the Phylician had. 
W::-:3 we came tov the Bed where the Man lay, 
whom 7thev ſaid had bled again; before I was 
capable of ſpeaking to him, he roſe up 1n his 
Bed, and prayed molt heartily for me, telling 
m* he beit-ved no man, that ever had an Arm 
cut off, was ſo well as he : on which I ask*d tum, 
whether he had not bled again afcer I letr him; 
he reaching out his Stump to me, did fulemn- 
ly proteſt, that thoſe very Dreſſings were the 
ſame that were put on in my preſence, and 
that they had not ia the leaſt bin rouch'd from 
the time I ſaw him. TIlikewiſe ask'd him how 
he had bin for Pain; to which he replied, 
That for 4 or 5 hours atcer the Ampuration, 
he had ſom Pains occaſioned by an Influmma- 
tion juſt above the Stump ; but that he ſlept 
well all Night, and was then perfeCQtly ar 
eaſe. We afterwards went up to the Boy, 
who told us the ſame the Man had don, ſaying 
he was perfeQly at eaſe, and had ſlept well all 
Night. Som other Surgeons having ſaid the 


ſame thing in relation to the Man's bleeding, 


I defired Mr. Colbatch a Stationer in Cornhil, 
and Mr, Fiſher a Surgeon in Alderſgate-ſtreet, 
to go to the Hoſpital, who being Strangers, the 
People would relate the whole Truth to them ; 
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but inſtead of either of **'m owning they had 
bled, they declar'd they were infinitly cblig'd 
to the Perſon who made the new Experiment 
upon them, for that they were well roadmi- 
ration, Theſe Operations were p:rform'd 
(to the beſt of my remembrance) cn a Tueſ- 
day ; and the Friday following 1 was deſir'd 
to be ar the ſame place again, to perform the 
Operation upon ancther Pcrſon : {ur fiuding 
this ill Uſage, I ſent Vir. Baker, a Surgeon 1n 
Syffolk-flreet, who was wont to make my Ex- 
periments for me, with ſom other Friends, to 
be as Witneſſes, and delir'd by Letter, that 
Mr. Baker might make the Application of my 
Medicins ; but there being about ſix Witneſſes 
of what might bedon, they refuſed tolet Mr. 
Baker do it, and dcter'd it to another time, 
T likewiſe in the ſame Letterrequeſted I might 
have notice given me, when the rwo beijore 
me: ti »ned ſhould be cpened, thet 1 might be 
preſent ro ſee how the Stumps looked, which 
no body but will own was fair : But to be 
ſhorc, T was put off from time to time, and 
never admitted to ſee *'em at all. Now, if 
what I have ſaid on this SubjeQ argues not a 
Combination, I know not what dos; and for 
the truth of all, when Iam at leiſure, I will. 
have it ſufficiently atteſted before a Magi- 
ſtrate; nay the Man and Boy (tho reported 
to be dead) will both athift in confirming the 
truth of this Relation. ; | 
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As for the Caſe of poor Capt. Rogers, I 
know nothing of it, but was told by. one 
Capt. of Sir James Leſley's Regiment, 
at Man's Coffee-houle, before Mr. Baker and 
others, that Capr. Rogers being open'd after 
he was dead, his Heart was found to be 
pierc'd, Whether he ſaw this himſelf, or 
heard it related by another, I am not certain ; 
but he declar'd, on his certain knowledg my 
7th Experiment was true to a tittle, it being 
made on a Soldier of the Regiment to which 
he belonged. 

As for Mr. Dun, I know no rgore than this, 
that he being in a Public Coffee- houſe, where 
there were at leaſt twelve People, complain'd 
of two or three Wounds he head receiv'd by a 
Cock's Spur, and that there had bin ſomthing 
applied by another Surgeon 3 his Hand was 
much {weld and inflam'd, and he in great 
Pain, and fear of ſcm further ill Conſequence : 
{o he requeſted me to apply my external Me- 
dicin, which I did, and gave him ſom of the 
TinCture in Ale: in about a quarter of an 
Hour he declar'd before all the Company, 
that his Pain was altogether abated. Oa the 
morrow he came again, and deſired me to 
make a freſh Dreſſing, which, finding his 
Hand like to be well, I refus'd, telling him 
one Dreſſing was ſufficient, Now he be- 
ing unaccuſtom'd to -{uch fort of Methods, 
thought I had flighted him; and therupon 
applied himſelf tro Mr. Johnſon, who w_ 
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body will allow, adviſed him to take off my 
Dreſſings, and make uſe of his ; ſo what be- 
came of him after, I know not. 

My time will not permit me at preſent to 
make Remarks upon the whole, for which 
however I ſhall take a convenient Seaſon : And 
the World may expect my full Vindication ; 
for it is the Cauſe of Truth tor which I con- 
tend, and therfore am not aſham'd to fix my 
Name toit. Iconfeſs (to uſe the Words of 
- the Famous Mr. Lock) the Imputation of No- 
velty is a terrible Charge among thoſe who judg of 
Mens Heads, as they do of their Perukes, by the 
faſhion, and can allow none to be right but the 
receiv'd Dottrins. Truth ſcarce ever carried it 
by Vote any where at its firſt appearance :. New O- 
pinious are always ſuſpetted, and uſually opposd, 
without any other reaſon, but becauſe they are not 
already common : But Truth, like Gold, u nvt the 
leſs fo, for being newly brought out of the Mine. 
"Tis Trial and Examination muſt give it Price, 
and not any antic Faſhion : And tho it be not yet 
current by the public Stamp, yet it may for all 
that be as old as Nature, and us certainly rot the 
leſs genuin. 

I did expe& my Hypotheſis would have bin 
overthrown, and a better ereCted in its place, 
for which I ſhould have thank*'d %*em ; but in- 
ſtead of that, I find they have neither ſubvert- 
ed mine, nor ſet upa new one of their own, 
but have ſtood at a diſtance and bark*®d at me, 
ſhewing their Teeth, but either durſt not oy 
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' could not com near enough to bite me in that 
place where I lay open to them. For as in 
building a Houſe, fo in laying down a Hypo» 
theſis, no Man can be certain, that he who 
coms after, cannot ereCt a better Fabric. 

But for my Experiments, relating them as 
Matter of Fad, I am obliged to ſtand by 
them ; and T defy all their united Force in the 
leaſt ro overthrow them, - 

To the number of my Experiments, I ſhall 
2dd two or three made in Exgland. 


Experiment | 


| Servant belonging to Mr. Norris, a 

Member of Parlament for Leverpool in 
Lagcaſhire, driving a Cart, by accident fell 
down before the Wheel, which running 0» 
ver his Head, divided the Scalp from off all 
the hinder part of it; and, as Mr. Norris 
laid,the Scull was altogether as bare as if ſcrap'd 
with a Razor, for the breadth of 3 or 4 In- 
ches ; his lower Lip (by a Splinter, or ſom 
ſuch thing) was divided the length of an Inch 
or more. The Man was ah brought in- 
to Mr. Norri;'s Houſe, who ſays, he was the 
molt miſerable Spetacle he ever ſaw ; but 
having ſom of my Medicins by him, he gave 
his Maid DireCtions how to uſe them. She 
made a Solution of my Pouder in Water, and 
with it waſh'd the Scalp and Scull to free _ 
rom 


26 Novum Lumen 
from Dirt and. Sand that were lodg'd upon 
them; then ſhe laid the divided Scalp on its 
proper place, and bound it up; then ſtitch'd 
up the Lip, and made an Application. Mr. 
Norris has ſeveral times publicly declared in 
the Grecian Coffee-houſe in Eſſex-Buildings, 
that in 4 days both the Man's Head and Lip 
were perfealy well, Helikewiſe ſaid, that 
the Flux of Blood was ſo great, that he 
believes the Man could not have lived, whilſt 
they ſent 3 Mites for a Surgeon, unleſs my Me- 
dicins had bin applied. Hefays the Curioſity 
of the thing was ſuch, and the Cure ſo ſpeedy, 
that it drew a great many Surgeons of the 
Country therabouts to fee the Man, and to be 
inform'd exattly of the Wounds, and the 
manner of the Cure ; who all declared, they 
did not believe there had bin ſuch a thing in 
Nature, and that if they had bin ſent for, 
they could not have told what to have don. 
If Mr. Norris be gon out of Town, there are 
many Gentlemen - who frequent the Grecian 
Coffee-houſe, that have heard him relate this 
thing, and can teſtify to it. I muſt beg Mr. 
Norris's pardon for uſing his Name, without 
firſt asking leave; but fince I was oblig'd to 
it in vindicating Truth, I hope jg will be the 
more ealily excuſed, 
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Experiment Il. 


Perform'd by Mr. Baker at my Order, which 
compar'd with the 1 3th Experiment m my 
Novum Lumen (1 ſuppoſe) confirms 
the truth of What I there ſay. 


N the 8th of March in the evening, I was 

ſent for to one Roger , a Corporal 

in the Company of Capt. Armſtrong, in the 
Regiment of Col. Tiffavy» Mr. M. a Surgeon 
in Bloomsbury was then with him, who had 
dreſt him from the time the Wound had bin 
receiv'd, which was about 11 Days before, it 
being given with a large Bagonet Sword. It 
enter'd about the middle of the Leg, between 
both Focils, glanctng on the Tibsz, and fo 
paſſed on, and went almoſt thro : For the 
Point of the Sword made a fort of Tumor ia 
the Calf; it wounded the Artery, but that ly- 
ing very deep, the Flux of Blood was not vio- 
cnt, He dreſt it that time, and fo on for about 
5 Days, it bleeding now and then, but not 
much; in which time the Wound was much 
enlarg'd ; for at firſt he could not have put ia 
above 4 or 5 Doflils, but then 20 perhaps or 
more, as both Mr. Armſtrong and all the Fami- 
ly told me. Oa the fifth day it bled with that 
Impetuoſity, that it frighted the whole Fami- 
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ly : He ſtopt, or rather youu inthe Plood with 
gold ſiore of Dofſlils and rite Bandage. It con- 
tinued bleeding thus at crimes tor many days; 
in which time (as the Family told me) he 
loſt about 12 or 14 Pints of Blood, even {o 
much, that he look'd like a perfeQ Skeleton ; 
his Hands were ſhrive[d, and as yellow as a 
Hawk's Foot. Bur on the 117h day after the 
Wound was inflicted, he bled again with the 
greateſt Violence imaginable, which was the 
reaſon I was ſent for. When I came, Mr. M. 
asked me whether I thought I could ſtop the 
Flux of Blood, I anſwered, I hope I can: 
For he had declared before, that nothing but 
Amputation could ſave his Life. He then 
open'd the Wound, pulling out moſt of his 
Dreſſings ; the Wound was {o large, that 4 
or 5 Fingers would cafily have gon into it. 
The Dreſſings were not all puPd away with 
Mr. M's Forceps, but the Blood roſe in a moſt 
violent manner : I can liken it tonothing but 
toa Hole dug in the Ground (of about, two 
Foot Diameter) over a Water pipe, in which, 
if you bore a large Hole, after the Ditch is 
full to the Brims, and runs over, the Water 
boils up in the middle ſomwhat high ; juſt ſo 
did the Blood. I put my Forefinger into the 
Wound, could feel both Bones very plain (but 
not the bottom of the Wound) with the vio- 
lent Pulſetion of the Artery ; I really believe 
the Artery was almoſt, if not totally divi- 
ded, The Leg was {welld to the gs 
&. 
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degree, the Blood being extravaſared, and fil. 
ling up the Interftices of the Muſcles (having 
bin ſo often, both by too tite Bandage and 
Doflils, pent in as it were by main force, nll 
the greater force overpowered, and made its 
way thro all) fo that beſides the often Bleed- 
ing, nothing leſs than a Mortification was 
to be fear'd. But having made my Appli- 
cation ready, I injeAed ſom of rhe Solu- 
tion of rhe Pouder into the Wound, but 
it was waſh'd away by the Impetuoſity of the 
Flux before it could arrive ro the wounded 
Artery : However, with ſoft Pledgets dipt in 
the Solution, I dreſt it up for that time, and 
the Flux ſeem'd to be ſtopt ; yet it bled ſom- 
what that Night, but with no great violence, 
and ſoon ſtopt again. Ir did ſortwice or thrice, 
ſo that I was ſatisfied, unleſs I could empty the 
Wound of the Blood, and com to apply the 
Medicin to the Artery itſelf (the Caſe being 
quite different from what it had bin, had the 
Wound bin a freſh one, the Parts being all 
perteQly rotten, as will appear by the Sequel) 
I had little hopes of ſtaying the Flux; on 
which I made uſe of the Turnicat, compreſſing 
the Veſſels in the Ham, which retarded the 
imperuous Courſe of the Blood ; ſo I emptied 
the Wound as much as I could, and applied 
the Solution with a Pledget to the very Arte- 
ry, and filled the reſt with ſoft Tow, uſing 
no Compreſs, only retentive Bandage. He 
had little or no Paia from the firſt time theſe 
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Medicins were applied, except a little tenſive 
pulſific Pain before the Flux was totally ſtopt. 
After this Application, not one Drop of Blood 
appeared, nor did it ever bleed at:terwards, 
tho I dreſt him nor in 5 or 6 Days; bur in the 
mean time the Swelling abated, and from the 
Wound was diſcharged a quanrity of coagula- 
ted, corrupted Blood, I continued dreffing 
him with the ſame Solution only 4 or 5 times, 
in which time he was remov*'d from his Ma- 
ſters Houſe in Southamton-fireet, Bloomsbury, 
to a Nurle's near Soho Square. "The Day after 
his Removal I drelit hin, and with the Cloth 
applied over the Wound there came away a 
large Core made up cf the contuſed rotten 
Fibers, coagulated Blood, and ſom Dofſils 
which Mr. M. had left in the Wound ; this 
was about 3 weeks after I firſt ſaw it. The 
Wound within look'd very ruddy and well, 
but the ſide of the Tibia or Shinbone (by 
which the Muſculus Anticus lies) was bare, 
without any Perzioſtiuam, about two Fingers 
in length, There was an extraordinary Cavis 
ty after the Core was diſcharged, and much 
Matter of a very ill ſmell, which obliged me 
to dreſs him oftner than uſual ; this Matter was 
the extravalated Blood, pent up long between 
the Mulcles, which ia this time had torm'd for 
it ſelf ſom Chambers. Yer in three days the 
containd Matter was all com away, the Leg 
falleatoits wonted Bignels, ſo that you might 
preſs every Part without any pain. ' All = 
while 
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while I never put in a Pledget, only ſqueez'd 
in the Solution, and ſpread the Pledget over, 
covering it with a clean Linen Rag, and the 
former rerentive Bandage. During which 
time I uſed nothing but the faid Solution ro 
the diſcovered Bone, which were it a Cauſtic, 
what pretty work would it have made ? Af- 
terwards I dreſt hem not above oncein 5,6 or 7 
Days; he daily recover'd Strength, ſo that he 
role, and by degrees walk'd with a Stick, the 
great Cavity being very faſt, full of Fleſh, the 
Bone hid; and by the 20th of April he was 
quite well. But this is remarkable, that in 


the beginning, of the Cure by me, he- took - 


every day the Tinfture ina White-Wine or 
Claret, a Quart or three Pints a day, yet ne- 
' ver was in the leaſt feveriſh, tho at the ſame 
time he had no Stool for 11 Days, but always 
{lept well, and gain'd Strength, 

I mention nothing here co derogate from the 
former Surgeon, who every one will allow 
deſerves well in ſending for Afiſtance when 
he was put to a Nonplus. 
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Anuary 14, 169%, David Hunter, Waiter 

at the Roebuck Tavern in Great Suffolk- 
ſtreet, in a Scuffle receiv'd a large Wound. 
quite croſs the Carps or Wriſt, in which the 
Artery was wounded, and *two of the Ten- 
dons of the Flexores Dizitorum, or Mulcles 
which move the Fingers, quitedivided. Their 
Extremities were ſeen by all By-ſtanders. 
Within an hour after the Wound was given, I 
was {ent for; it had bled much : but whar 
with Napkins kept cloſc on, together with rhe 
coagulated Blood, .the great Flux was in ſom 
meaſure check'd. When I came in, I fourd 
a Dutch Phyſician there, who tho I propos'd 
to ſtitch up the Wound, would by no means 
have it don ; foI dreſt it only with the Medi- 
_cinscommonly uſed by us Surgeons, and bound 
it up : But at Midnight I was alarm'd, that 
he was bleeding to Death. I made all the 
haſte I could to him ; when I came, I found 
him fainting, and having great Conyuiſions. 
I tound two Chamber-pors of Blood he had 
loſt, before I could com to him, beſides whar 
was loit on the Ground, Sheets, &c. I pre- 
fenrly put my Thum on the Artery, which 
beat and bled with that Violence, that it al- 
mott rirew it off; and tho I made ſeveral Ap- 
plications of the beft common Reſtriogents, 
[ 
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I could not in the leaſt ſtop the Flux j wher-' 
upon I ſent for ſom of Dr. Colbarch's Pouder I 
had at my Houſe, . having forgot to take it 
with me. When it came, having no Water 
by me, I mix'd it with che White of an Eg, 
and with a Pledget of Lint applied it to the 
bleeding Artery, and another the whole length 
of the Wound, uſing only moderat Bandage 
juſt enough to keep on the Applications, In 
a moment the Flux of Blood was iacirely ſtopt, 
and he ſlept well all Night ; but the next Day 
he was a little in pain ; fol took off the Roller, 
and juſt lifted up one of the Pledgets, from 
under which came away about half a Spoonful 
of extravaſlated Blood, which had bin pent 
up by the glutinous Quality of the White of the 
Eg. After the diſcharge of which he was 
preſently at eaſe. I open'd it not again till 
4 days after, at which time the ſame Dutch 
Phyſician, and two Engliſh Surgeons my 
Friends were by ; when us the great Amaze« 
ment of us all, the Artery was*quite hid, the 
Extremities of the divided Tendons not to be 
ſeen, and the whole Wound incarned, ſo that 
only Cicatrization was wanting. In 15 days 
he was well, and had the uſe of his Hand as 
well as ever in his Life ; and the Pouder was 
but twice applied, 
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(37) 
To the Right Honorable 
Sir Henry BeELLaASsis; 


Lieutenant-General of His 
Majeſty's Forces. 


Honored Sir, . 
Edications are now {o much in 
faſhion, that a Book which 


appears without one, is {carce 
look'd upon; People thinking che 
Author, who omits what is ſo generally 
practisd, is altogether deſtitute of a 
Friend capable of prote&ing and coun- 
tenancing him ; for which reaſon only, 
let the merit of the Book be never ſo 
great, few will give ' themſelves the 
trouble of reading more than the Title- 
page. To prevent which, and thankful- 
ly to acknowledg the manifold Favors 
you have generouſly confer'd upon me, l 
have preſum'd to prefix your Name to 
this Eflay. I can't flatter my elf ſo far 
as to think any thing in it worthy to 
F 4 Enter- 
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entertain a Perſon of your parts : But 
ſince it coms from one fill'd with a ſenſe 
of Gratitude,.1 have reaſon to hope it 
may meet a kind Acceprance ; well 
knowing that ſmall things have ſom- 
times a Value ſet upon them, eſpecially 
when made the Offerings of Reſpect, 
Eſteem, and Thankfulneſs. It would 
be too great an Honor to meto declare 
how readily you haye appear'd to ſerve 
me when ſtood moſt in need of your 
Afiſtance : For which I can't better ex- 
preſs my Gratitude, than by a Silence full 
of Admiration; and Jet me ſay never 
ſo much, I ſhould fall ſhort of my Du- 
ty. This Piece is properly Yours, it be- 
ing under your Umbrage I was inabled 
ro write it, And if, out of your wont- 
ed Generolity, you'l be plealed to caſt a 
favorable Aſpe& upon it, it will afford 
The greateſt Satisfaction to, 


Honored SIR, 
Your moſt oblig'd 


8nd obedient Servant, 


Joun Colrartcn, 
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The PREFACE, 


T may be much wonder d, that I ſhould in 
[| the leaſt preſume to mcadle with this Subjef, 
which has already bin handled by ſo many 
Great Men. But when it ſhall be conſidered, in 
how different a manner I have treated upon it 
from what has bin hitherto don, I queſtion not, 
but by the generality of Mankind ] ſhalt be wery 
eaſily few x : And tho there may be many im- 
perfettions in it, yet when my Deſign (which is 
to undeceive people in a matter, on which depends 
the Health and Welfare of all) ſhall be well weighfd, 
I doubt wot but by the candidly Ingenuous it will 
be well approved; tho I expei# to meet with a 
great number of Carpers, eſpecial amon2 thoſe, 
who by long caſtom, and for want of due Conſider- 
ation, have embraced a contrary Opinion. 

It is ſcarce poſſible for a Man to converſe with 
Perſons that are ill, let the Diſtemper be what it 
will, eſpecially ſuch as have any ſmattering in 
Phyſic, which moſt now a days have, but they pre- 
ſenthy tell you, their Blood # ſo wery acid, that 
unleſs the Acidity can be correfted, it is impoſſible 
for "em to be well: And accordingly they fly to 
Alkalious Medicins, as Pouder of Pearl, Coral, 
Crabs eyes, or ſomthing of that nature : and if 
they ſend for a Phyſician, which few do, eſpecial- 
t in Chronical Caſes, till they have firſt uſed 4 
vaſt Farrago of Alkalious Medicins, and be 
| chances 
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chances to take the ſame Method with themſelves, 
they preſently cry out, We have already taken ſuch 
vaſt quantities of' the foreſaid Medicins, that un- 
leſs you can think of more generous and efficaci- 
ows Alkalies, the Acids complain'd of will not be 
mortified. This has put men to great ſhifts, ei- 
ther to find out new, or to diſgniſe the old ones : 
and after all, the Patients Expeitation has bin 
fruſtrated, their Diſtempers not being to be curcd 
by ſuch Medicins, bus on the contrary either 
exaſperated, or ſo confirmed, that they will ſcarce 
admit of a Cure at all, eſpecially if the Diſtem- 
e&r be Chronical. . ng | 

I muſt confeſs, I was formerly a Stickler 
for Alkalies ( being carried away by the com- 
mon Vogue of Mankind) and ſecing the in- 
ſufficiency of common ones, did put my ſelf 
to great expence, beſides a vaſt deal of trouble, 
to volatilize Salt of Tartar, &c. till at laſt 1 
was fully ſatisfied, by daily obſervation, that Al- 
kalies, tho never ſo exalted, would do me wery 
little, if any ſervice at all in the cure of moſi 
Diſtempers. 

There are ſom particular Preparations of 
Steel and Antimony, of ſom of which I have 
given an account , which uſing as Alkalies, as 
they are generally believ'd to be, did me great 
ſervice. Brit ſince I have well examined em, 
inſtead of Aikalies, I find '*em to be moſt noble 
Acias, and the Diftempers cur'd by 'em did not 
(as I formerly ſ»ppoſed ) proceed from an a- 
bundance of Acid Particles in the Blood or Fui- 
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ces; but on the contrary from Alkalious ones, as 
I ſuppoſe moſt Diſtempers do, and as I have en- 
deavored to make appear by many Obſervations. 

I expett many will cry out, as ſom have al- 
ready don, That this Man was bred an Apotheca- 
ry; 4nd ſhall he pretend tobe « Reformer in Phy- 
fic and Surgery ? 

To which I anſwer, That I own my ſelf to 
have bin an Apothecary, and bred up under a Man 
(tho — 5b” pug honeſt and juſt) that was not 
the greateſt-Maſter in his Buſineſs. Taking no- 
tice of his Imperfetfions, 1 applied my ſelf for . 
four Tears of my time to diligent Study, in order 
ro attain theſe things I was ſenſible he could not 
teach me. And after 1 had well conſidered, 
aud in ſom meaſure becom a Maſter in Phar- 
macy, which is the Foundation on which the 
Prattice of Phyſic is built, I was induced to look 
into the Body of Phyſic it ſelf ; and tho.T don't 
pretend to abſolute Maſterſhip, yet I ſhall endea- 
wor, and think my ſelf obliged in Duty both to 
God and eMan, to improve my ſmall Talent to 
the beſt advantage I can, let Carpers ſay what 
they will. . 

The greateſt part of my time TI lived in Wor- 
ceſter; and tho I kept an Apothecaries Shop, yet 
= Dependence was wholly on my own Prattice, 
the Succeſs I had in which is ſufficiently known 
in that Country. And for « Charatter, 1 deſire 
noother than the generality of thoſe People will 
give me, f whom I know no one that cen or will 
ſpeak amiſs of me for any thing, but my coming 

away 
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away from them, and leaving ſuch flouriſhing, 
thriving Buſineſs as ſcarce any of my Age ever 
had before ; for which many of them have blam'd 
me : but the Reaſons of my leaving that Place 
are. beft known to my ſelf ; nay, are now in ſom 
meaſure evident to the World. 

And ſince 1 have bin ſpeaking of my being 
bred au Apothecary, T ſhall inlarge a little on 
that Subjeft, giving a ſhort account of the neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications of one of that Profeſſion ; and 
then leave every body to judg whether a Man [0 
qualified has not made a largeeftep towards being a 
good Ph) ſician. 

Firft, An Apothecary muſt be well acquainted 
with the Vegetable Kzngdom, not only to know 
the faces of Plants, but their Natures, and man- 
ner of Operation on Human Bodies : Can he 0- 
therwiſe tell how to handle them, ſo as to make 
his Compoſitions as they ought to be ? And indeed 
every Phyſician ſuppoſes the Apothecary ſo qua» 
lified, when he preſcribes to his Shop ; for in his 
Bill he ſeldom direfts the Method of making bis 
Medicins, but only orders ſuch and ſuch Medi- 
cins, knowing, or at leaſt ſuppoſing him (for e- 
very Phyſitian ought to be well ſatisfied in the A- 
bilities of his Apothecary) to be before haxd skil- 
fully prepar'd. For let a Phyſician preſcribe like 
an Angel, if the Apothecary thro Ignorance be de- 
fitute of good and well prepared Medicins, both 
Phyſician and Patient axe fruſtrated in their Ex- 
pettations, which I am afraid too frequently hap- 
pens. | 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, He maſt well underſtand the Nature 
and Operation of Minerals aud Metals, which 
i5'not tobe learnt in the Diſpenſatory, wor any 
other way to be gttain'd, but by much reading, and 
hard labor in the Fire. 

Thirdly, He muſt underſtand the Nature of 
Animal Bodies alſo, among which is compre- 
hended that of Man, of whoſe Body there is 
ſcarce a Part, but is ſomtime” or ther to be 
uſed as eMedicin: yet before it is uſed, the 
Apothecary's Skill is for the moſt part required for 
its Preparttion, in order to which he ought firſt 
very well to underſtand its Nature. 

With all the foreſaid Qualifications, and mas 
2y more, are multitudes of Apothecaries in Eng- 
land exdow'd. And to the Honor of the Apo- 
thecaries of London be it ſpoken, 1 have gene- 
rally found the meaneſt i 5 in this eminent 
City better fraited with good Medicins, than the 
moſt eminent in all Holland, or the refs of the 
Low-Countries. 

I might add much more on behalf of that 
woble Profeſſion ; which tho I have left off, yet 
ftill I have a high value for it, and think ax 
honeſt and skilful Apothecary as ſerviceable in the 
Commonwealth, and to deſerve as much Incou- 
ragement as any man whatever. © 

The Famous Etmuller was not aſham'd to own, 
he ſervd 8 Tears to-an Apothecary; for all which 
he was afterwards one of the eminenteſt Phyſicians 
of Europe: And for ought I know, the loſs of 
bins at the Age he died, from whom ſo _ 
| BE: 5h might 
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might rationally have bin expetted, deſerves as 
much to be lamented, eſpecially by Phyſicians, as 
the loſs of any one privat Man. 

And here let me lament the great misfortune 
under which the Commonwealth of Phyſic at this 
time labors, Viz. the great Breach between Phy- 
ficians and Apothecaries, or at leaſt a great num- 
ber of both Profeſſions ; which, unleſs ſom Me- 
thod be found amicably to compoſe it, and to e« 
ſtabliſh' the antient Piendſhip and Correſpon- 
dence between the two Profeſſions, will be ſuch an 
Opportunity to the Quacks, that in time they will 
deſtroy both Profeſſions, and have liberty to. in- 
jure Mankind without controul. 

I believe there are more ſtrowling Quacks in 
this Nation thay in all Europe beſides, who have 
nothing to recommend them but their Impudence : 
* and the Common People who are not Judges, are 
eaſily impoſed on by them ; yea, "tis daily ſeen, 
that on the Ruin of Families many of them raiſe 
conſiderable Fortunes, and make a Figure in the 
World. Ro RF le tf 

Now the only Method I can propoſe to ſu 
preſs theſe Swarms of C Eulkerr" ah; 4 Mo 
Union between the College of Phyſicians, and the 
Company of Apothecaries ; for want of which 
Mankind daily ſuffers detriment. | 

1 have not given a full account of thoſe Di- 
ſempers I treat of, but only ſom ſhort hints ſo 
far as was neceſſary to clear my way. 

. In the following Eſſay there are Remarks on 
the Praitice of ſom particular Men only, my = 
4. -- gu 


_ OR.” 00 


The Preface: 95 


ſign not being in the leaſt to refleft on that Noble 


Society, or any Member of them, I mean the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians, whom I own to be the Glory 
of our Nation, and of the whole World, and for 
whom I have the greateſt Reverence and Reſpett 
imaginable. And ſince I had the Honor to be 


admitted into their number, and therby of ha- 


ving more intimat converſe with them, TI ſce more 


cauſe to eſteem and reſpett them every day. 


T pretend not to be the ſole Author, or firſt 
Broacher of this DofFrin of Acids in the cure of 
Diſtempers,it having long ſince bin the Opinion of 
ſom of the moit happy Prattitioners in the World, 
and is at this time imbraced by as great Men as 
perhaps our Age affords. 

I wrote this Eſſay at a place (during the firſt 
three Weeks of the Siege of the Caſtle of Namur, 
when we had not many wounded Mez brought to 
our Field- Hoſpital) where I had not the oppor- 
tunity of conſulting Books, nor the benefit of © 
coming at my own Papers, wherin I had ſet down 
my Obſervations on this SubjetF : For want of 
which I have only us'd ſuth as occur'd to Memo- 
ry, wherby they are not ſo numerous nor exatt as 
T deſign'd them : But however, for ſom reaſons [ 
am willing to venture them abroad as they are, 
they not being in the leaſt deſigned to entertain 
the Learned, but to undeceive the Multitude. 

I don't pretend to be ſo great, nor to deſerve 
ſo well of Mankind as Helmont, Paracelſus, &c. 
yet they going out of the common Paths, and att- 
ing on different Principles from the reſt of Man- 


kind, 
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kind, did not want ſuch as maligned them, and 
uſed allopprobrious Language againſt them. Ther- 
fore why ſhould I, who have not in the leaſt arri- 
ved to thoſe great Perfeitions that they had, take 
it amiſs to be abuſed and evil ſpoken of ? 

[I muſt confeſs I have ifered from the fore- 
mentioned great Men in this, viz. that I have 
deliver'd my Mind in ſo clear « manner, that all 
might underſtand what I write ; wheras they en- 
deavored to conceal many great things even from 
their deareſt Friends and Relations, wherby the 
World is now deprived of ſom Medicins that 
might have bin of great advantage to the diſea- 
ſed part of Mankind. | 

Authority has in great meaſure 'blinded ſom 
Mens Underſtandings, and ſeal'd up their Eyes : 
There being ftill ſom that pay too ſubmiſſive 4 
Deference to antient Opinions, tho nevergſo con- 
trary to Reaſon, and will not open their Eyes to 
fee the Trath. - There are ſtill Men who write 
againſt moſt known Truths, as the Gravity 
and Elaſtic force of the Air, and other ſuch 


things. This Doftrin of Acids, and that I for-" 


merly wrote concerning the Cure of Wounds, are 
likewiſe of the number of thoſe that are unfortu- 
nat, merely for not being born old, and with a 
venerable Beard. 

When a Book (ſays the famous Malbranch) 
# firſt to appear in the World, we know not whom 
to conſult to know its Deſtiny : The Stars pre- 
ſide not over its Nativity ; their Influences have 


n0 operation on it, and the moſt confident Aſtro- 


logers 
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logers dave not foretel the divers Risks of For- 
tune it muſt run. Trath not being of this 
World, Celeſtial Bodies have no power over it ; 
and wheras it is of a ſpiritual Nature, the 
ſeveral Poſitions or Combinations of Matter can 
contribute nothing either to its Eſtabliſhment or 
Ruin. Beſides, Mens Judements are ſo diffe- 
rent in reſpet# of the ſame things, that we can 
never more hazardouſly and imprudently play the 
Prophet, than in preſaging the happy or unfor» 
tunat Succeſs of a Book. So that he who ventures 
to be an Author, lays himſelf at the Reader*s 
Mercy, to make him what he pleaſes. But. of all 
Authors, thoſe who encounter with Prejuaices, 
ought infallibly to reckon upon their Condemna- 
tiow. Their Works ſit too uneaſy upon moſt mens 
Minds ; and if they eſcape the Paſſions of their 
Enemies (which I have not) they are obliged to 
the almighty force of Truth for their protettion. 

However, time will do every man Juſtice ; 
and Truth, which at firſt appeared a chimerical 
and ridiculous Phantaſm, by degrees grows ſen- 
ſible and manifeſt. Men open their Eyes, and 
contemplate it ; they diſcover its Charms, and 
fall in love with it. 

The Books that encounter with Prejudices, lead- 
ing to Truths thro unbeaten Paths,require a longer 
time than others to obtain the Reputation their 
Authors expetF. And I find it too true, that all 
thoſe Writers who combat with Prejuadices, are 
much miſtaken, if they think therby to recommend 
themſelves to the Favor aud Eſteem of others. 
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Poſſibly a few will ſpeak honorably of them when 
dead. But while living, they muſt expect pw be 
negletted (I ſpeak experimentally) by moſt peo- 
ple, and deſpiſed, reviled, and perſecuted even 
by ſuch as go for the wiſeſt aud moſt moderat men. 
There is nothing but Truth contain'd in my No- 
vum Lumen Chirurgicum ; and I thought I 
ſhould have bin in a condition this Summer to have 
made it evidently appear. But inſtead of that, 
I have bin abuſed and delivered up into the hanas 
of my Enemies, to do with me as they pleas d. 
My Novum Lumen is built on a pair. of Mc- 
ditins, which as yet I think not fit to make pub- 
lic ;, but here lies my misfortune common to all 
thoſe who make new Diſcoveries : A great many 
believe the truth of what I have ſaid, and that 
my Medaicins are capable of performing what I have 
promiſed. But among thoſe who are ſo ingenw 
ous as to believe matter of Fatt, many ſay, this 
Man was not the Author ; others, that they have 
the ſame Medicins ; and ſom, that they imparted 
them to me. As for theſe Gentlemen, I can ea- 
fuly excuſe them, well knowing it is the nature of 
moſt Men not ro allow any Perſons the honor of 
his own Diſcoveries, thinking therby their own 
Glory eclipſed. But there are another ſort, whoſe 
Intereſt will not let them embrace the Truth, and 
for that reaſon do what in them lies to keep others 
from ſo doing. And the greateſt pars of Man- 
kind not being Tudges in my Cauſe any further 
than their Eyes diret? them, it is altogether im- 
poſſible there ſhould be many Speftators, by which 
means 
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means I am evil ſpoken of by many, becauſe an 
intereſted Party has told them I have pretended to 
what I can't perform. 

1 expett the Mouths of my Enemies will be 
opened wide againft me; but I have already born 
ſo much, that I can contentedly ſuffer the greateſt 
Indignities that may be offer d : My great Satiſ= 
faition being that I have Peace in my own Mind, 
having propoſed nothing but what tended to the 
good of Mankind ; and well knowing, that if my 
Medicins are faithfully and skilfuily nſed, they 
are capable of performing much more than I have 
promiſed for them; but the beſt Medicins unskil- 
fully uſed, or by prejudiced Perſons, with a de- 
ſign they ſhoald not ſucceed, may be brought into 
diſgrace. 

The following Eſſay I humbly offer to the can- 
did Reader's Conſideration, not doubting it will 
meet with a: favorable reception. 1 muſt nceds 
ſay, T more value the 2ocd Word and Opinion of 
one candidly ingennous, than all thas can be ſaid 
by ten thouſand clamorows. ill natur'd Perſons. 
I bave endeavored to att ſo, as to deſerve no 
Man's ill Word; but if 1 am abuſed, and my 
Undertakings miſrepreſented without juſt cauſe, 
I ſhall never break my Heart about it, being aſ- 
ſur'd the Juſtice and Integrity of my Undertak- 
ings will one time or other appear. 

There being a great Call for this little Traft, 
and the former Impreſſions being quite ſold off, at 
the requeſt of my Bookſeller I have ſuffered this 
third Edition to com abroad: The Additions I 
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have made are not many, tho 1 could have 
adaed wuch more; but the Bookſclley aeſigning 
to print this and ſom other Trafts together, if 
I ſhould: have added much, it would have ſwel- 
led to a larger Extent than u deſigned. 

Were 1 ſatisfied that any one thing 1 have ad- 
wanced either in this, or my other Tratts, did in 
the leaſt tend to the prejudice of Mankind, the 
firſ# thing I went about ſhould be to recant, and 
beg pardon of the World: but inſtead of that, 1 
am daily more ſatisfied and confirmed in the truth 
of my Hypotheſis, both by the Succeſs attending my 
own Prattice, and the concurrent Teſtimony of 
Multitudes of Prattitioners from moſt parts of 
England, who have bin ſogenerons as toreturn 
me Thanks for making them ſenſible of their Er- 
rors, and ſetting them on a right Pottom, wherhby 
they are capable of atting with ſom Certainty, 
which before they could not do : For whoſe ſake, 
tho I meet with never ſo much Oppoſition from 0- 
thers, I will ſpare wo pains to make things yet 
more clear. 


From my Houſe in YVillers- 
ſfireet, Tork Buildings. 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the Small Pox. 


HE firſt thing I ſhall begin with, is 

the Diſuſe of Alkalies in the Small. 

Pox, that, fatal Diſtemper to three 

Kingdoms, and even all Europe ; in 

that God was pleaſed therby to deprive us of a 

Princeſs, whoſe Worth was ſuch, that a ſuf- 

ficient Value can never be ſet upon it, nor 
her Loſs be enough lamented. 

It is common both with Nurſes and the ge- 
nerality of PraQtitioners, as ſoon as they per- 
ceive the leaſt Symtoms of this Diſtemper, to 
give Gaſcoin's, Counteſs of Kygnt's, Lapis de 
Goa, or ſom other Teftaceous Pouder, whichare 
known Alkalies. The one Party pretend 
therby todrive the Malignity from the Hearr ; 
the other to correQ the Acidity which they 
conjeCture (beyond which they can't go) to 
be in the Blood. 
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In the ſubſequent Diſcourſe, I ſhall endea- 
vor to ſhew on what falſe Suppoſitions both 
Partics go. 

For the firſt ſort it will not he worth whileto 
ſpend much time,bccauſe every one will readily 
grant,they generally act on wrong and miſtaken 
Notions. And as for any Maligniry lodg'd in 
the Heart more than in any other parr, *cis al. 
together impoſſible, by reaſon the Bloud moves 
ten times at lezſt faſter thro the Heart than a- 
ny other part, the Lungs excepred : And the 
Cavities being large, no Stagnation 15 to be 
feared, and conſequently no danger. If there 
be any fear of the Malignity's ſetling ary 
where, it muſt be in thoſe parts witere the 
Veſſels arc very ſmall, and the Blood move 
but ſlowly, which muſt be ncar the extreme 
Parts. p 
For the ſecond ſort, who give the ſame Me- 
dicins, but with quite different Intentions ; | 
ſhall endeavor ro prove, tliat their Suppoſiti- 
ons are alrogetiier as groundlcfs as the former, 
They give their Alkalzous Medicins to correft 
the Ac:aity they ſuppoſe to be in the Blood, 
which 1s, as they pretend, the occaſion of all 
the ill $4 mtoms that attend the Small-Pox. 
Now I could nevcr hear of any one, that by 
analyzing the Blood of Perſons in'the Small 
Pox, coald ever tind che leaſt Footſteps of A+ 
Cidity 10 it; rho, on the contrary, it' appears 
after many Trials, that the Blood of {ſuch a- 
bounds More with Alkalious Particles than _ 
Be tl l LN * Tu 0 
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of ſound People : and conſequently, the gi- 
ving Alkalies in this caſe muſt be at leaſt ſt- 
perfluous, if not highly pernicious, as I have 
frequently obſerv?d, and ſhall inſtance in ſom 
Particulars, 

The cauſe of the Small-Pox, common with 
moſt other Fevers and acute Diſtempers, I ſup- 
pole ro be from a quantity of ſuch Particles 
being ſom way or other admitted into the 
Blood, which being of a quite different Tex- 
ture from the Blood, and ſo not capable of mix- 
ing with ir, cauſe a hurry and diſorder there ; 
which is what I * el{where oblerve | 
to be the occaſion of both continued 3 
and Symtomatic Fevers. Now it is 
well known a Fever always precedes the E- 
ruption of the Puſtles in the Small-Pox : And 
when the Puſtles are well com our, that is, 
when the heterogeneous Particles, or ſuch as 
are of a different Texture from thoſe of the 
Blood, are thrown out to the Surface of the 
Body, the Fever ceaſes. 

Now to affiſt Nature in throwing thoſe he- 
terogeneous Particles out of the Blood to the 
extreme Parts, which they pretend to be 
mightily hinder'd by a great quantity of Acids 
in the Blood, they give repeated and large 
quantities of Teſtaceous Alkalious Pouders, 
and other Diaphoretics ; which indeed ſeldom 
fail of anſwering their Intentions, in throwing 
out large quantities of Puſtles, even more than 
Nature is able to ſupply or bring to maturity ; 
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and if ſhe chances to cope with 'em, *cis the 
only occaſion of ſpoiling ſo many Angelic Fas 
ces, as we daily obſerve. But the ſpoiling of 
Faces is not all, for beſides the thro ing out 
ſo great a quantity of Puſtles by breaking the 
Globules of the Blood, when brought to the 
Cutaneors Glands, inſtead of thoſe Glands ſe- 
arating the excrementitious Serum, which 
in a ſtate of Healrh is all or moſt part of it car- 
ried off by Sweat, or inſenſible Tranſpiration, 
butat thistimetoſupply the Puſtles till broughr 
to maturity; I ſay, by breaking the Globules 
of the Blood when inits confuſed ſtate, Serum 
and all together, the excrementitious Serum 
only, according to the Rules of Nature, ought 
to be ſeparated, thoſe Glands being ſo many 
Strainers fitted to receive into them the Serum 
only, and not the leaſt drop of Blood when 
in its natural State, and its Globules unbroken. 
I can liken the ſeparation of the Serum from 
the Blood, by the mediation of the cutaneous 
Glands, to nothing better than a Mixture of 
Oil and Water, made by continued agitation, 
when that compound Mixture ſcems to be one 
iatire white Liquor ; tho with good Eyes or 
a good Glaſs, the Oil may be ſeen floting in the 
Water in ſmall Globules, as the Blood doth in 
«x. he Serum, as I elſwhere * obſerve : 
"Yet this Mixture of Oil and Water, 

let it be don never ſo exaQly, if pourd into a 
Funnel lined with brown Paper, wet before- 
nand, the Pores will be {o diſpoſed, as to let 
all 
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all the Water run thro, tho not the leaſt Par- 
ticle of the Oil; yet if there be ſom Alkali- 
ous Salts boil'd with this Mixture of Oil and 
Water, the Globules of the Oil will be fo 
broken, as to paſs readily with the Water thro 
the brown Paper, which before it would not 
in the leaſt, In like manner, the Globules of 
the Blood being broken by the means of Al- 
kalious Medicins, together with too great a 
quantity of Alkalious Particles being before 
admitted into, or rather detained in it, are 
therby made capable of being received into 
the cutaneous Glands, which is the only oeca- 
fion of thoſe purple Spots on the ſurface of the + 
Skin, not only in the Small-Pox, but other 
Fevers; which Spots ſeldom or never fail of 
being the certain tokens of future Death. 

But this is not all, for by the ſaid breaking 
the Globules of the Blood by Alkalious Medi- 
cins, theſe ſmall broken Globules getting into 
the ' little Meanders of the Brain, hinder the 
Motion of the Animal Spiritsthro the Nerves, 
and fo cauſe Deliriums, and all thoſe fatal Diſ- 
orders of the Brain too frequently ſeen. 

Likewiſe the Blood, which is nor capable of 
being contained in its proper Channels, is the 
occaſion of violent Bleeding at the Noſe 
bloody Urin, &c. which are none of the beſt 
Symtoms, but what too often happen by the 
{aid means. 

Beſides breaking the Globules of the Blood, 
and cauſing the foreſaid ill Symtoms, with 

many 
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my T don't think fit to enumerat ; 
by their Diaphoretic Quality there is ſo great 
a waſte made of the Serum of the Blood, that 
there is not a ſufficient quantity left to ſup- 
ply and bring to maturity thoſe many Puſtles 
(even more than Nature deſigned) that theſe 
Medicinsalone had thrown out : So that about 
the ninth, eleventh, or thirteenth day, for 
want of a ſufficient quantity of Serum to ſup- 
ply them, the Puſtles falf, . and the acrid cor- 
zolive Matter being abſorbed 'into the Blood, 
cauſes ſecondary Fevers, which oftentimes 
prove very dangerous. I might expariate 
much more, but Ideſign breviry. 

It may be faid I have gon far enough in 
condemning the ordinary PraQtice as to the uſe 
of Alkalies and Diaphoretics, not having ſub- 
titured a betrer and ſafer Method and Medi- 
cins in their room : but not too faſt, that fol- 
lows 1n its proper place. 

The Small-Pox is a Diſtemper that requires 
the. giving of as few Medicins as any Dif- 
temper whatever, unleſs in ſom extraordinary 
Caſes ; bur yet I think it moſt unreaſonable, 
that People (as is the common prafQtice ) 
ſhould be left to the ſole management of old 
Women and Nurſes ; which alone I verily be- 
lieve has deftroy'd more than the Sword ir ſelf. 
And tho but a few Medicins, as I ſaid before, 
are generally neceſſary, yet the Ey of a care- 
ful, skilful Phyſician, and that from the be- 
ginning, is as convenient as in any gr < 
| waat- 
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whatever, that ſeeing Nature's Operations, 
he may allo oblerve the fit time to give the 
M_. icins requiſit. I confeſs I have heard fom 
complain thar ſuch a Phyſician has had ſo ma- 
ny Fees, and never wrote one Bill for rhem. 
For luck People, let me tell them, they com- 
plei- without cauſe : for in many caſes, el- 
pecially in this, the Phyſician deſerves his 
Fees beiter for not writing at all, than other- 
wile. 

I own my ſelf a profeſt Chymiſt, and in 
many things, tho not all, a Diſciple of Het> 
mont, and know nothing ſo delightful to me, 
as Chymical Operations : Yet in this caſe, nor 
indeed ſcarce in any acute Diſtemper, do I 
judg Chymical Medicins, at lealt the elaborate 
ones, to be abſolutely neceſſary, tho many of 
them may do well, and are ſomtimes to be u- 
ſed : But I know no reaſon to fly to elaborat 
Preparations, when Nature has provided Me- 
dicins ready to our hands. Acids skilfully and 
timely given, I have ſeen, not only by my 
own, but by ſeveral Great Mens PraQtice, to 
be the only ſafe, effeQtual, and ſeldom or ne-: 
ver erring Medicins in this Diſtemper ; and 
why ſhould we fly to Acids chymically pre- 
pared, when, as I faid before, Nature has 
provided Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, Limes, 
and a great many more not neceſſary to men- 
tion, which for the moſt part anſwer our in- 
tentions, if skilfully given by an experienced 
hand? And as I hope I have ſhewn ſuffici- 
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ent Reaſons to diſſuade from rhe uſe of A/ke- 
lies and Diaphoretics, from the many direful 
effes that daily attend their uſe ; ſo I hope 
to give as cogent ones to inforce the uſe of A- 
cids, from the laudable, good effeAs I have 
ſeen from them : for in :« leaſt five hundred 
Patients that I have had of all Qualities to do 
with in this Diſtemper, in Worceſter and Logy- 
don, to the Year 1695, when called in at the 
beginning of the Diltemper, I know not that 
I have had one that has died, or bin disfigur'd'; 
nay ſom that were brought into very 1ll cir- 
cumſtances by the uſe of Teſtaceous, Alka- 
lious Pouders and Diaphoretics, I have re- 
triev'd from the jaws of impending Death by 
fit and proper Acids. 

[And in the Small-Pox thathas raged during 
this preſent Year 98, I have not loſt above 
three Patients, and the occaſion of their Deaths, 
as I have all the reaſon in the World to believe, 
proceeded from Irregularities committed by 
their Friends before I was called in, viz. 
rheir giving them ſweating Medicins upon 
their firſt being taken ill, which I earneſtly 
caution all People againſt, as a thing that fre- 
quently proves fatal, as it alſo dos during the 
whole Courle of the Diſtemper. But further, 
why ſhould Diaphoretics be given at firſt to 
haſten the eruption of the Puſtles, whea it is 
evident toall cautious, obſerving Praftitioners, 
that the only dangerous Small Pox is that 
where the Puſtles appear within a day or os 
aiter 
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after the Patient is taken ill; wheras thoſe 
that are four, five or ſix days before they ap- 
pear, are generally free from all ill Symcoms ? 
Therefore if we would imitate Nature in her 
regular operations, we ſhould rather modes 
rate, than raſhly puſh forward the eruption of 
the Puſtles. ] 

It may be wonder*d at that I make a diffe- 
rence between Teftaceows Pouders and Diapho- 
retics, when the Teſtaceous, eſpecially the 
compound ones, as Gaſcoin's, Counteſs of Kynt's, 
Lapis de Goa, &c. are accounted Diaphoretics, 
and indeed are {o: but my reaſon is, becauſe 
for the moſt part, beſides the ſaid Alkalious 
Pouders, other more forcible Diaphoretics are 
alſo given. 

Having 1a ſhort given ſom hints concerning 
the cauſe of the Small-Pox, I need not again 
repeat them, buc ſhall immediatly proceed to 
the merhod I take in the cure of it, which be- 
ing according to Nature's ditates, is ſhort 
and eaſy : For Nature in performing her Ope- 
rations makes ſhort and eaſy cuts ; it being in 
the cure of Diſcafes, as in finding out and gi- 
ving an account of the Phenomena of Nature 
by Philoſophical Diſquiſitions, they that go 
upon the feweſt Principles, generally diſcover 
moſt of her Secrets, and are capable of giving 
the beſt and moſt rational account of them ; 
wheras they that are clog'd with multiplicity 
of Principles, and wander in tedious and un- 
couth Paths, thinking therby to get admiſſion 
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into Nature's Cabinet, after they have ſpent 
much time, and taken a great deal of pains, at 
laſt ſit down as wiſe as when they began, and 
not one jot wiſer. 

Firſt, when I com to a Patient who has the 
Symtoms of theSmall-Pox, which are fo well 
known even to Nurſes, that I need not ſpend 
any time about them: In the firſt place, 
if there be any manifeſt ſigns of the Stomach's 
being oppreſt and clog'd with viſcous Matter, 
as generally it is, I givea gentle, eaſy Vomir, 
ſutable to the age and conttitution of the Pa- 
tient; and after that has don operating, ſom 
Syrups e Meconio, or any other proper Opiat 
in due proportion. Afterwards, to allay the 
diſorder in the Blood, occaſioned by the intro- 
miſſion of Heterogeneous Particles, which 
Nature endeavors to throw out ; and to con- 
firm the Texture of the Blood, ſo as to inable 
it to rid it ſelt of its Enemy, I give large quan- 
tities of any of the following Juleps. 


Bs Gucci Anrantior. Une. ſex, 
Aq. Hordet lib. duas, 
Sacchari Albi q. ſ. ad gratam ſaporem. 
M. f. Fulap. Vel 


Be Snucci Limon, Unc. quatuor, 
Ag. Horaei it dnuas. 
Cinnamoni Fortis Unc. ſemis, 
Syr. E Rabo Ido Unc. tres. 
M. f. Fulap. Vel | 
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Bt Ag. font. ib unam ſemi, 
Vini Rub. tb ſemis, 
Syr, E Rub Ideo 7 iu, 
M. f. Julap. Vel 


B Ag. Cinnamomi Hora. th 11. 
Succi Limon. Unc. quatuoy, 
Syrup. de Succo Lujule Unc. tres. 
M. f. Fulap. 


Of any of theſe Juleps I let my Patients 
drink as oft and as freely as they will; drink- 
ing likewiſe ſmall Beer with Juice of Oranges 
10 it, in as large quantities as they pleaſe :. But 
during the whole courſe of the Dittemper, all 
"_ of Fleſh m_ mr Giid Juleps 

o poor people, in of the ſai 3, 
and to fave charges, Iorder large quantitics 
of ſmall Beer, acidulated with Qil of Vitriol, 
or elſe Vinegar, or Verjuice Poffet-drink, to 
be drank frequently, and1in large quantities. 

But if in the beginning, or afterwards, the 
Brain be much diſturbed, and the Patient deli- 
rious, for the moſt part I find it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to let Blood, and that in a good quan« 
tity ; and then to uſe more powerful Acids, 
giving the following Juleps in large quantities ; 
which preſently calm the violent Motion and 
Agitation of the Blood and Spirits, and ſet all 
co rights in a {mall time. 


BR 
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B Ag. Cinnamomi Hord. ib unam, 
Syrup. de Rubo Idz0 Unc: unam ſem. 
Sp. Vitrioli Volat. Drach. ſem. 
M. f. Julep. Vel 


B ÞAq. Cinnamomi Hord. t unam, 
Syr. de Rubo Id eo Unc. nnam. ſem. 
Gas Sulphuris q. [. ad acidum Saporem. 
M. f. Fulap. Vel 


B Ag. Hordei th duas, 
 Epidem. Unc. duas, 
Syr. Lujule Unc. tres; 
Sp.Nitri,vel Vitrioli Dul. ſcrupulos duos. 
M. f. Tulap. Vel 


Bs Flor. Roſarum Rab. Drac. ſex, 

Ag. Fontan. Bullientis 1b duas, 

fent in infuſon&in Vaſe vitreo clauſo per 
quadrantem hore, poſtea affunde Ol. Vi- 
zrioli vel Sulphuris per Campan.Scrupulos 
duos : macerantur per alterum quadranten 
hore, & coletur, colaturas clare adade 
Sacchari albiſſimi q. [. ad gratum ſapo- 
rem. 


In all the Liquor they driak, I order a few 
drops of Spiritus Nitri, or Oleum Vitrioli dul. 
If I find my Patient's Spirits languid and 
low, I give 3 or 4 ſpoonfuls of the following 
Cordial at due intervals, eſpecially One 
the 
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the end of the Diſtemper, when Cordials are 
molt wanted. 


Rt Aq Mirdbilis, 
Epidem. ana Unc. tres, 
Spirit. Citri Unc. ſem. 
Aq. Meliſſe Unc. ofto. 
* Gyr. Garrioph. Unc. unam ſem. 
M. f. Fulap. Cardiacum. 


[Where there arc any Symtoms of what is 
commonly called Malignity, I give either of 
the following Medicins during the whole 
courſe of the Diſtemper. | 


Þ Rad. Anzelice Hiſpan. 5 i: 
Fol. Rute, 
Scordit ana M. ſs. 

Vin albi, 

Aceti Acerrimi, ana Unc. ſex: 
Infunde clauſe & calide in Vaſe witreo vel ter- 
reo per horas tres, & coletur, colature cap. Coch- 
learia ſex quarta vel ſexta quaq; hora, Vel 


ft Aq. Theriacalis Unc. quatuor vel ſex, 
Aq. Rute Unc. ſex, 
Syr. Lujule Unc. unam. 
M. f. mixtura in quatuor partes 4quales diſtrib, 
qvarum cap, nar quarts vel ſextd quaq; hors. 


They may alſo take 10 or 15 drops of my 
Elixir of YVitriol three or four times a day in 
any convenient Vehicle. H I 
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Tf they are ſubje& to be looſe, I give the 
quantity of a Nutmeg of Conſerve .of Shoes, 
a litrte aromatized with Oil of Cinnamon, 
once in two or three hours, ordering them. to 
drink afterwards a Draught of TinCQture of 
Roles. 

By this Method I have brought my Patients 
thro the Diſtemper, without ſcarce {ſo much as 
any uneaſineſs, or being confin'd to their Beds, 
or the lea(t fear of a ſecondary Fever, which 
frequently proves moſt fatal. 

After the Puſtles are quite gon, I take care 
to purge 'em well five or ſix times with gehtle 
and ealy Purges, after each Purge giving a 
Hypnottic. After Lhave don Purging, for ſom 
time | give corroborating, ſtrengthning Medt- 
cins, to confirm the Texture of the Blood and 
Juices, and bring them to their natural State, 
wherby I prevent ill accidents, that ſomtimes 
ſucceed the Small-Pox. 

I have not given a full Hiſtory of this Diſtem- 
per, that being contrary to my deſign, but en- 
deavored to deter People from the uſe of ſuch 
Methods and Medicins as have prov'd fatal to 
many, and to advance a better and ſafer Me- 
thod in cheir room ; yer I would not have peo- 
ple wholly rely on the Method here ſet down, 
but always have a Phyſician by to obviate any 
unuſual Symroms that may appear contrary to 
" what generally dos; and where Life lies at 
ſtake, people can't bz too cautious : But if the 
go0d uid Women and Nurles, in ſpite of all 

that 
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that can be ſaid, will be ſtill tampering, I muſt 
needs ſay, if my Method be exaQtly follow*d, 
I verily Ktere there would not one in ten die 
that have formerly by the uſe of Alkalies and 
Diaphoretics. 

As I have before exploded the uſe of Al- 
kalics, and given my Reaſons for it ; ſo I ſhall 
now give ſom Reaſons for the Method I take 
with the great uſe of Acids in this caſe. + 

T judg the cauſe of the Small-Pox, as I be- 
fore obferv'd, to be from an intromifſion of He- 
terogeneous, or Particles of a different Nature 
and Texture from the Blood,intoit ; wherby it 
is put into a great hurry and diſorder, in or- 
der to throw off its enemy ; and that the place, 
by which Nature deſigns the diſcharge of theſe 
Particles, is the cutaneous Glands. Now the 
Inconveniences I obſerved to attend the uſe of 
Alkalies, were the throwing out of more 
Puſtles than Nature intended, the deſtroying 
of the Globules of the Blood, and a waſte of 
too great a quantity of Serum. I before for- 
got to mention one diſmal effe&t of Alkalies 
and Diaphoretics, viz. that by deſtroying or 
breaking the Globules of the Blood, inſtead 
of regular Puſtles being thrown out to the Sur- 
face of the Skin, the divided broken Globules 
are together with the morbific matter thrown 
out, as in the — and ſo cauſes an Eriſjpelas or 
St. Anthony's Fire, which ſeldom or never jails 
of proving fatal. 


H 2 Now 
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Now I defy any one to ſay he ever obſerved 
ſuch Symtoms as theſe, when Acids were us'd 
from the beginning, which are of that nature 
as to confirm the Texture of the Blood, which 
is that red ſubſtance wherin is contain'd the 
*X-.tm, Byolyeninum * or Lamp of Life; and 
Chi, by fo doing Nature is capable of 

throwing out the extraneous Par- 
ticles in a ſutable way, without the inconve- 
nierices that attend the other Method : For the 
Texture of the Blood being confirm'd, and 
moving regularly and naturally in its proper 
Channels, the morbific Particles are only 
thrown our, and ſuch a quantity of Serum left 
as is ſufficient to ſupply the Puſtles, and bring 
them to maturity without any fear of their 
flatning, or the acrid Matter being again ab- 
{orb'd into the Blood, and cauſing ſecondary 
Fevers. Beſides, the Globules of the Blood 
being kept rogether unbroken, there is no dan- 
ger of their being extravaſated, and cauſing the 
fatal Purple Spots ; nor of being thrown out to- 
gether with the morbific Matter,and ſo cauſing 
an Eriſipelas or St. Anthony's Fire ; neither are 
Hemorrhagies, at the Noſe, bloody Water, &c. 
in the lealt to be feared ; nor, by being admit- 
ted into the ſmall Meanders of the Brain, to 
cauſc Deliciums, and thoſe other Symtoms that 
attend ir. 

I might cxpatiatc on continued Fevers, and 
other acute Piſtcr3pers 3 but that would be to 
De guil:y of '!autology : ForlI affign bur one 
general 
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general Cauſe of *em, tho I own the extrane- 
ous Particles cauſing *em may be fomwhat ya- 
rious; and according to the different ſize of 
theextraneous Particles, the partsaffeQed may 
be different ; as in the Small-Pox, the ſize of 
the Particles are ſuch as to fit them ro be 
thrown out by the cutaneous Glands to the 
ſurface of the Skin ; in other Fevers they are 
thrown out, ſomrimes one way, ſomtimes a- 
nother, according to their ſize. For initance, 
ſomtimes they are thrown out by critical 
Sweating, ſomtimes by Urin, ſomtimes by 
the Glands of the Mouth in ſpitting, and ſo 
on, according to the different diſpoſition of 
the Particles cauſing the Diſtemper, which are 
fitted ro be diſcharg*d thro the Pores of dif- 
ferent Parts ;: and whatever way we find Na- 
ture inclin'd to aft, we muſt affiſt her in it, 
but not ſpur her on, unleſs ſhe be too ſluggiſh, 
nor on any account whatever hinder or thwart 
her in her Operations. 

In moſt continued Fevers we have found 
Alkalies as pernicious as in the Small-Pox, and 
Acids as advantageous ; of which I ſhall give 
an inſtance or two. 

After I came from Flanders in 1694, having 
diſcours'd with a certain Phyſician about a 
Fever that raged that Summer in Loxdoz, and 
of which many died ; he told me, when he 
found his Patients under ſuch and ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, he as much gave them up for dead, 
asif a Dagger were run thro their Hearts, 1 
| H 3 ask'd 
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ask'd him what thoſe Symtoms were, that 
render'd his Patients circumſtances to be 
ſo dangerous? He replied, When he found 
tzem delirious, and had Spaſms and Con- 
vulſions of the Nerves. 1 iuqui'd of him, 
what Medicins he gave? He cold me, a 
Compoſition of Gaſcoin's Pouder,* Virginian 
Snake-Root, &c. which he ſolely relied on, and 
is the ſame, orof the like nature with what is 
generally given. I ask'd him, whether he had 
never found his Medicin ſerviceable to him ? 
He ingenuouſly conteſt, when his Patients 
were under thoſe Circumſtances, it never did 
him any ſervice. I again ask*d him, why he 
did not vary his Method ? His Reply was, his 
Medicin was a moſt noble Alkaly and Alext- 
pharmic, and what was generally us'd, and 
therfore he did not think fit to vary from an 
eſtabliſh*'d Method. 

A few days after I was called in toa Gentle- 
woman exaQaly under the ſame Circumſtances 
before related; ſhe was delirious to the high- 
eſt degree, had violent Spaſms and Convullſi- 
ons of the Nerves, and all other Symtoms of 
a Malignant Fever, I deſpair'd not of her 
Lite ; and by the plentiful uſe of proper A- 
cids, all Symroms ſoon vaniſh'd, and in a 
week ſhe was fit to go abroad. 

Beſides, I could inſtance in a hundred Ca- 
ſes of the ſame nature, but that I deſign bre- 
vity. 


ac mow oQaacd a—_— 


Alkaly and Acid. 119 


I muſt own other Diſtempers may be com- 
plicated with the Small-Pox, and other conti- 
nued Fevers and acute Diſtempers; or from a 
different Conſtitution of the Air, &c. unu- 
ſual Symtoms may appear ; in which caſes a 
general Method muſt not be relied on, but 
recourſe muſt be had to proper Specifics. 

I have fo little reaſon to recant what I have 
ſaid concerning the Cure of the Small-Pox 
and Feyers by Acids, that every day's experi- 
ence confirms me in the truth of it: and were 
it not that I deſign a particular Tra&t of Fe- 
vers, I could expatiate here largely concern- 
ing the reaſonableneſs of my Proceedings. 


CHAP. IL 
Of the Scurvy. 


Now com to treat of the diſuſe of Alkalies 
ia the Scurvy, that reigning Diſtemper, 


' from which few are altogether free ; and is by 


moſt accounted incurable, or at leaſt for the 
molt part proves ſo. 

But hereI expeC the cry of all Mankind a- 
gainſt me ; What ! ſay there is no Acidity in 
the Blood in theScurvy ? What but an Acidi- 
ty in the Blood cauſes the breaking out of Scabs, 
Pimples, Blotches. &c. on the Skin ? Whar 
but a Sharpneſs in the Blcod occaſions thoſe 
H 4 wan- 
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dring Pains, and a thouſand other Symtoms of 
which people laboring under this Diſtemper 
complain? | 

My Friends, have patience, and I will pre- 
ſentl\ make it appear, that thoſe Symtoms are 
not occaſion'd'by Acids, but by Acrid, Lixi- 
viows, Alkaliows Particles ; which Idoubt not 
to evince by plain marter of faQ. | 

Firſt of all, by a Chymical Analyſis it ap- 
pears that the Blood of Scorbutic Perſons has 
a' far greater quantity of Volatile Alkalious 
Particles, than that of ſound Perſons ; toge- 
ther with ſom quantity more or leſs of a Lixt- 
vious, fixt Alkaly, of which, for as much as 
ever I could find, the Blood of ſound Perſcns 
is altogether deſtitute. | 1 

And by the way let me add this : If Phyfi- 
cians would chymically analyze 'the Blood of 
Perſons in all Diſtempers, and make nice Ob- 
ſervations of the different ſubſtances obtained 
from it, the cauſe of Diſtempers would be 
clearly known, and by conſequence the cure 
of them much more Certain than now it is. 
Bur that I may return to my buſineſs, 
” Another conſiderable ' Argument, beſides 
that beforementioned, to 'prove the Scurvy 
has its riſe from Alkalious Subſtances in the 
Blood, and not from Acids, is this which fol: 
ſows. ES 
' I have bin frequently told by ſom Seamen 
and Surgeons, that have had long Voyages at: 
Sea, eſpecially towards Chins and the Indies, 


Alkaly and Acid. 121 


that ofa hundred Men ina Ship, not two of 
them but have bin almoſt eaten up with the 
Scurvy, their Skin ſqualid and full of Blot- 
ches, their Gums eaten away, and their Teeth 
ready to drop out, Pains and Aches all over 
their Bodies, &c. and yet on their landing ar 
Cadiz, or therabouts, where is plenty of O- 
rangesand Lemons, andeating large quantities 
of them, in one fortnight's time at fartheſt 
ſcarce one has faiPd of being perfeAly cur*d. 
This is not a Relation of one or two Perſons 
only, but what is generally agreed upon, and 
allowed by all co be Truth. 

Tho theſe moderat Acids plentifully uſed 
may have ſuch effeQts in that hor Country, yet 
I have not obſerv'd that in our cold Climat 
they have always, always I ſay, the ſame ef- 
feCt : becauſe in ſlight caſes they generally do 
well ; yet in more ſtubborn ones we are forc'd 
to have recourſe to more powerful penetrating 
ones. 

As for Alkalies, I don't believe ever any one 
was cur'd by em of this Diſtemper ; tho I 
have known ſom that have taken a vaſt Farra- 
go of Teſtaceous Pouders, &c. without any 
good effet, which afterwards has bin don ina 
_ time with a ſmall quantity of proper A- 
cids. 

Before I conclude, I ſhall inſert a Preparati- 
on of Aztimony, which I have found of extra- 
ordinary uſe in the moſt inveterat Scurvies. 


TinQura 


Be Floy. Alboy. Antimonit unc. ofto, 
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Tin&Qura Antimonii. 


Spiritus Tartarivolatilis It duas, 
ponantur in Phiola witres forti cum Col- 
lo oblongo ; ſimul miſceantur, © optim? 
agitentur ; poſtes digerantur leni Calore 
Balnet per dies quatuordecem, tunc decan- 
ta Spiritum rubro colore tinttum a Flo- 
ribus. Spiritus vero tinitus, e Cucur- 
bita vitrea per Alembicum abſtrahendus a 
Tinttura, uſq; ad medietatem cum igne 
lenifſimo; Tinttura remanens, reſervetur 
in Phiola cum obturatorio vitreo optime 
clauſa. Spirits, diſtillatione abſtrat us, 
poteſt iterum uſurpari iy eodem negotio. 


Spiritus Tartari volatilis Przparatio. 


Bk Tartars Rhenani puriſſimi tb viginti, col- 


loca in Cucurbita ferred, cui adeptatur 
Alembicum aut ferreum aut cupreum ; 
collo Alembici poteſt applicari Serpens ſtan- 
news ant cuprens, collocatus in Dolio a- 
qua frigiad repleto : Juniture ubivis lo- 
corum rite retteq, ſint munite cum opti- 
mo Luto ; quando Lutum optime ſicca- 
tur, tunc diſtilla, primo igne lento, po- 
ſtea fortiſſimo, & continuatur donec nihil 
amplins elici poteſs. Spiritus predittus, 
' «b oleo fatido liberatws, poteſt miſcers 
cu 
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cum libris tribus Capitis Mortui ad albe- 
dinem calcinati, & ad mediectatem uſque, 
in Balneo Maris abſtrahere & Cucurbit4 
vitred per alembicum, quorum juntture 
fint rite munite, & ſuum retinebit cal- 
cinatus Tartarus Fetorem una cum F hleg- 
mate, ſtillante Spiritus parte ſolummodo 
puriore & ſubtiliore ; qui denique cum 1b 
duabus Capitis Mortui calcinati miſcendus, 
O- per Alembicum recentem rettifcandus. 
Atque hic eft Spiritus ille Tartari, cum 
quo prediita extrahiqur Tinttura, & qui- 
dem non ſolum hes, ſed etiam cunttorum 
Met allorum aliorum, id quod nullus pre- 


flare poteſt alius, 


Of theaforeſaid TinAure I uſeto give about 
four, fix, eight or ten Drops, according to the 
age and ſtrength of my Patients, Morning and 
Evening, ig about half a pint of ſtrong Infu- 
ſion or Decoftion of Juniper Berries, without 
any precedent Purgation ; this Medicin per- 
forming that Office where there is occaſion : 
it anſwers every thing generally ſaid of a true 
Panaces, ſomtimes working by Vomit, ſom- 
- times by Stool, and ſomtimes by Urin, but 
moſtly by a gentle Djaphoreſis or Sweating. 
T once knew it to cauſe a Salivation, without 
any of the ill Symtoms that uſually attend it, 
when rais'd by Mercurial Medicins. Whoe- 
ver has a mind to ſee more of this TinQure, 
may read Glauber Op. Mineral. Par. Prim. on 

whom 
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whom I had it, thoI vary ſomthing from him. 
T have found it of great uſe, not only in the 
Scurvy, but many other Chronical Diſtem- 
pers, as Rheumatiſms, Sciaticas, Droplſies, 
&c. and by ſom few Obſervations I have made, 
I believe it may do great things even in the 
Gout it ſelf. 

That I may excite People to the uſe of this 
noble Medicin, I ſhall preſume to tranſcribe 
what Glauber declares of it, who I believe has 
faid no more than it deſerves. 

© 'This noble TinQure of Antimony (ſays 
* he) above all other Medicins, dos wonder. 
© fully evacuate all vitious Humors, and inſen- 
* fibly purify the impure Blood ; it opens 
* all ObſtruQtions of the Liver, Spleen, Kid- 
* neys, and all the other Viſcers of a human 
© Body, drawing from them all Malignity, 
© leaving no Impurities there. And becauſe it 
* purifies the Blood, it cures the Leproſy, 
* the French Pox, the Scurvy, and all other 
« Diſeaſes proceeding from the Impurity of the 
* Blood. By its penetrative 'and attenuating 
© Virtue it reſolves all Tartarous Humors, and 
« eyacuates thoſe that generat the Gout, and 
* rhe Stone in the Kidneys and Bladder. 
© But it diflolves not Tartar perfely coagulat- 
* ed, but only mitigates the pain proceeding 
« from it, and hinders its increaſe; to wit, at- 
* trating and evacuating from all the Viſcers 
* both radically and fundamentally that which 
* is not perfectly indurated and coagulated. Rae 
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" takes away all Fevers, and other Diſtempers 
* proceeding from a ſuperfluity of Humors. 
© It ſweetly evacuates Water contain'd between 
* the Skin both by Urin and Stool. In ſhort, 
© it ſtrengthens and purges the principal Parts, 
* and preſerves them from all —_—_ Ac- 
© cidents. It is the beſt Prefervative in time 
* of the Plague, and all other contagious Di- 
* ſtempers ; and to thoſe that are taken with 
*any of them, a moſt excellent curative Re- 
* medy, driving out and evacuating the Ma- 
* ligaity. Ina few words, it is a univerff, 
* and even the beſt of all Medicins, being moſt 
* profitable both for Young and Old, as it is al- 
the moſt ſafe ; but yet with caution to be 
* adminiſter*'d, by reaſon of the moſt potenc 
* Qualities with which it is endow*d, ir being 
© as it were a greater Fire extinguiſhing or 
* \wallowing up a lefſer. A better Medicin 
© than this certainly cannot be defir'd, which 
* is got out of a meanSubje& in a ſhort time, 
*and with very little charge. I'ingenuouſly 
© confeſs I never ſaw the like, and I doubt not 
* bur it is one of the beſt of Medicias, Thus 
far Glauber himſelf, with a great deal more 
worth any Man's reading : Vid. Op. Mineral. 
part. 1. P. 35, 36, Oc. 

[I confeſs fince I have left off the preparing 
my own Medicins, I could never get this Tin- 
ture ſo made as in any meaſure to anſwer my 
intentions: nay ſince I have by large experi- 
ence found the extraordinary uſe of Cremor Tar- 

tar, 
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tar,and highly acidulated Tartarum Vitriolatum, 
in theſe caſes I have not bin over anxious a- 
bout ir, it being a Medicin of difficult pre- 
paration, and the others eaſily to be procured 
at all times, and in all places.] 

In Scorbates attended with Pains, I have fre- 
quently known the following TinQure of ad- 
mirable uſe, as I have alſo don in ſom ſort of 
Gouts, in my Trac of which Diſtemper I 
have made mention of it, | 


Br Gum, Guaiaci pul. unc. duas, 
Succt Liquiritie Hiſpan. in ten. taleolas 
znciſ. unc. quatuor. 
Sp. Vini reft. Ib unam. 
Infunde clauſe & calid? per duos dies, poſtea des 
cantetur Tint. clara. 


The Doſe of this TinQture is a Spoonful 
Morning and Evening, either in a Glaſs of 
warm Ale, or the following Infuſion. 


Bs Rad. Eringii unc. unam 

Lig. Saſſafras Dracm. ſex 

Vini Rhenani T6 unam 

Ag. Font. tb unam ſem. 
. Infunde clauſe & calide per horas quatuor, & co- 
letur, colatura reſervetur ad uſum. 


In Scorbutical Cafes I have alſo found Cre- 
wor Tartar and Tartarum Vitriolatum, taken 
for a conſiderahHle time, to be of extraordina- 
ry 
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ry uſe. And I verily believe if Cremor Tartar 
alone was given in large quantities to our Sea- 
men who go long Voyages, it would ina great 
meaſure, if not altogether, prevent the many 
Inconveniences that attend them by their Scor- 
butic Habits, which frequently ſo afflict them, 
that they are made altogether uncapable of 
doing their Buſineſs. Nay, I believe it would 
alſo prevent Calentures, and other fatal Di- 
ſtempers that deſtroy ſo many of our Men, ei- 
ther in long Eaſt or Weſt-India Voyages; and 
by its cheapnels it ſeems rather adapted for 
the Neceſſities of the Poor, than of the Rich. 
But tho it be cheap, yet if we conſider but the 
Nobleneſs of its Extract, that alone is ſuffici- 
ent to ſet a Value upon it : For what is it but 
the. eſſential Salt of the moſt noble of ail vege- 
table ProduQtions, wiz. the Juice of the Grape, 
that which rejoices the Heart of Man, and 
makes the Peaſant equal with his Lord, and 
the aflited Man forget his Miſery ? As for my 
{elf I had rather be without a great part of the 
Materia Medica, than Cremor Tartar ; for con- 
ſidering it as a ſimple Remedy, it is of the 
moſt univerſal extent of any thing I know, 
Without doubt it is the fineſt Purge in Nature 
given in a duequantity, it performing that Of- 
fice without any griping or uneaſineſs ; and in 
a leſs quantity is a moſt noble Alterative, it 
ſtrengthning the Stomach, and helping Di- 


geſtion. Ir allays all violent and unnatural 


Fermeatations of the Blood ; it is a fine Diu- 
TEtIC. 
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retic. To be ſhort, I queſtion whether there be 
any one natural Production now known or in 
uſe, that in all reſpeQs is ſoadapted todo Man- 
kind ſervice as this Medicin is. 

I confeſs it has for many Ages bin in uſe; 
but how? it hasonly bin trifled with, being 
given by Grains and Scruples, wheras it 
ought to be by Drams, and even Ounces on 
occaſion : and unleſs it were Angelus Salas, I 
remember none I ever met with that has pre- 
{crib'd it in large quantities beſides my ſelf ; 
and I confeſs I was firſt excited to it by what 
Angelus Sala ſaid concerning the cure of him- 
ſelt, when he labor'd under a moſt dreadful C9- 
lic, which had like to have coſt him his Life, 
from which he was preſently deliver'd by ta- 
king(as I remember) ſix Drams of Cremor Tar- 
tar. Thelike EffeQ I have frequently ſeen of 
it in the moſt violent Colics imaginable, ei- 
ther given in a large quantity at once, or elſe 
two drams ata time, repeated every two, 
three or four hours, according to the urgen- 
cy of the Caſe. 

Helmont ſomwhere ſays, that every Poiſon 
carries along with it its own Antidote z and 
tho Wine drank in moderar quantnies be one 
of the moſt noble Cordials in Nature, yet the 
drinking of too large quantities cauſes as many 
Inconvenieaces as any one thing: nay I be- 
lieve there are more Chronical Diſeaſes occa- 
fion'd by drinking of Wine and Vinous Li- 
quors to exceſs, than from any thing elle, 
Now 
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Now I believe there is no one thing ſo adap- 
ted to prevent the Inconveniences that attend 
hard Drinking, as Cremor Tartar is, which 
is nothing bur the ProduCt of Wine it {c&If. 
Nay, it not only prevents the Inconveniences 
of hard Drinking, but for the moſt part car- 
rys off the Diſeaſes already form'd, that are 
cauſed by it. 

(I have within this twoor three years given 
ſom kundred Weights of Cremor Tartar both 
in Chronic and acute Caſes, and don't remem- 
ber that I ever obſerved any inconvenience by 
it. And for a Purge it is the moſt delightful 
in the World ; none of the purging Salts, a» 
bout which there is now ſo much Noiſe made, 
being in the leaſt comparable to ir. Nay, L 
am ſure that after Ages will thank me for re- 
commending ſo cheap and uſctul a Remedy to 
the World. ] 

It would take up too much to ſay all that 
might be of this noble Medicin, and I muſt 
beg the Reader's Pardon for this Digreſſion ia 
ſaying ſo much as I have. 

Before I conclude, I ſhall mention one Ob- 
jeQtion more againſt my Opinion, made to me 
by ſeveral, viz. Thar a more than ordinary 
Saltneſs is to be perceiv'd in the Blood of Scor. 
butic Perſons, and this Saltneſs they cake to be 
an Acidity. But if they would enquire nar- 
rowly into the matter, inſtead of finding ir to 
be an Acid Saltneſs, it will appear to be a 
Lixivious, Alkalious one. 

CHAP 
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CH AP... 
of the Gout. 


Shall here make only ſom few Obſervati- 

ons concerning the Gout, it being Cou. 
ſin German to that of the Scurvy : and by 
what I have ſeen, I am fully convinced, it 15 
not from Acids, as is generally ſaid, that this 
troubleſom Diſtemper 1s occaſioned. 

I have obſerv'd conliderable large Nodes, 
in which are ſomtimes contain'd a hard chalky 
Subſtance, and of which I have ſeen large 
quantities extratted, which by many Experi- 
ments have found to be as much an Alkaly as 
either Crabs Eyes, Coral, Pearls, &c. which I 
ſuppoſe no man will deny. 

Now it being granted, that the matter con- 
tained in the aforeſaid Nodes is an Alkaly, 
| how is it poſſible for this Diſtemper to pro- 
ceed from Acids, when in thoſe: very parts 
where the Diſtemper moſt violently rages, 
there are produced ſuch large quantities of an 
Alkalious Subſtance? For if the Diſtemper 
proceeds from Acids, as *cis generally agreed, 
the Patient need not clog his Stomach with 
Alkalies, as is uſually praQtis'd, there being 
a Remedy already placed 1n the part affeQed : 
AndI verily believe, the only reaſon why _ 
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Diſtemper has bin accounted among the 0p* 
probria Medicorum, 15 from their miſtzken No- 
tiONS CONCETIL 11+{7 17, 

Bur if Men will ſtill perſiſt to aiſert that - 
this Diſtemyr+r proceeds from Acids, and at 
the ſame tim< own :i.v chalky Subltance be» 
foremention'd,, which 1s only the Morhific 
Martcer indurated, r be an Alkalv, rhey muſt 
tacitly i-clieve the Iutrize of Tranſmutation, 
tho openly they arc athim'd ro own it, and 
will ridicule thoſe lis. * 

Bat this 15 nor all; for {11pp»ſe the Acid 
Matter c2uſing thi. Dillemper r0 be rra:;.{mu- 
ted into a C ality, aitielicus Subſtance, the 
Diſtemper muſt never more pretend ro com in 
or near rhe part where this 51i;{tance is lodg'd, 
it beiog pla: ed as 1 S-nrine! 5 cuard it of: 
Nay, the Blood art ;imes mult a!l, or at leait a 
great part of it, pi. .hro the Part or Parts 
where this chaliy Suſtance is lodg?d, by 
which means ©. wo 11 think it ſhould be ſuf- 
hciently guard j + 1 more growing A- 
cid; and ſo by cor wqiins. when the chaiky 
Nodes are once ice:tid, ,i04-' have no re»fOn 
for the future to fear 1{ie 164 urn or ©-Gir Ditte Ns 
per; the contrary to » hich many honeſt 
Gentlemen to ihcir ſorrows ex{erience. So 
that a man would rhink theſe very Nodes a- 
lone were ſufficient, were there no other rea- 
ſons to be given, to ſatisfy one who is maſter of 
his Reaſon, thar Acids are nor, but Alkalics 
are the caule of this Diltemper. And ii the 
I 2 Biued 


132 An Eſſay concerning 

Blood abounds with too many Alkalious Par- 
ticles, the giving of Alkalics muſt be prepo- 
ſterous, it being to add Fuel to the Flame, 
- which inſtead of quenching or extinguiſhing, 
makes it ſomuch the greater. 

It may not be amiſs to take notice, that 
ſew are troubled with the Gout, but thoſe 
whodrink large quantities of Wine, or ſom 0- 
ther generous Liquors abounding with vinous 
Spirits ; ſo that the Blood and other Juices be- 
ing impregnated with the ſaid vinous Spirits, 
theſe Spirits meet with the volatil, alkalious 
Salt, of which even the Blood of found Peo- 
ple is never deſtitute ; wherby the vinous Spi- 
rit is coagulated, and turn'd intothat ſubſtance 
(or ſomwhat like it) which Helmont calls his 
Offa Alba: which coagulated ſubſtance not be. 
ing capable of moving with the Blood and 
Juices thro the ſmall Veſſels, cauſes ObſtruRi- 
ons and violent Pains, and in time, by the 
addition of other groſs, terrc(trious Particles, 
the forementioned chalky Subſtance. 

By the toreſaid Coagulation of vinous Spirits 
with the volatil Alkaly of the Blood, may a 
very good reaſon be givea for the Generation of 
the Stone 1n the Bladder and Kidneys : And 
Mr. Boy! tells us (being what Helmont had be- 
fore don) that having obtain'd ſom Stones of 
a certain Lythotomiſt, he put *em into a Retort, 
and expos'd '*em to a ſtrong Fire,and found the 
better half conſiſted of volatil, alkalious Salt, 
like that obtainable from Human Blood, and 

2 a 


Alkaly and Acid. 133 


a conſiderable quantity of heavy Oil;' fo 
that it is plain the Generation of the Stone is 
not from Acids, but Alkalies. 

From which may be infer'd, that it is not 
from the Acidity of Rheniſh Wine that the 
drinking of it is pernicious to Gouty People, 
but from its abounding with ſpirituous Par- 
ticles more than moſt other Wanes. 


I ſhall here preſume to ſupply 2 ſew Omil- 
ſions in my Tratt of the Gout, which I doubr 
not will gain more and more Reputation every 
day, the Method there laid down being what 
will generally anſwer expeQation. 

I have (pag.79.) given an account of a Balſam 
of admirable uſe in taking off the moſt violent 
and tormenting Pains ; which after it has bin 
uſed ſom time, will cauſe lirtle Pimples and 
Bliſters on the Part : Now as ſoon as the Bli- 
ſters are once roſe, the uſe of the Balſam muſt 
be lefr off, which I forgot to mention, and not 
be repeated again, till the Bliſters or Pimples 
diſappear. 

The ftrengthning of the Stomach, and 
helping Digeſtion, being what generally gos a 
great way in the Cure of Chronical Diſtem- 
pers ; therfore to people who either labor un- 
der a Fit of the Gout, or are ſubjeCt to it, I 

reſcribe the conſtant uſe of the following 
igeſtive Pouder, both while they labor 
under a Fit, and whea free from it. 
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B& Crem. Tarta:i Dracis, [cx, 
Cardanomi (5 bra, 
G:/anee. a4 Dr acn. dns, 
Sacchari roſatt Unc. us wn ſem. 
Al. f. Pul cap. quaiiturns Mucroui Critri continers 
voteſt ſepiits in die. 


Inſtead of the Flixir Sulphuris, mentioned 
pag. 9o. I frequen:!\ give the following Elixir 
Vitrioli, tho the Intenitois of both are the 
{ame. 


Be Garriophillor. Piperts nigri, 

44a 308 conius. Unc. duas. 

Spirit Vini Rift. 3 unam. 
aizerantur lent calore arene, in Vaſe witreo opti- 
me clanſo per dies fepten ; tunc guttatim inſtilla 
O:. Vitriolt optim:e rettificati Untias quatuor 3 
argerantur iterum per dies ſeprem in eadem calore, 
poſtea decantetur Elixir clara. Doſis eſt a gut. 
15. ad 20 vel 30. | 


This Elixir is a noble S:omachic, and of 
admirable uſe in other Diſtempers beſides the 
Gour. 

Tartarum witriolatum and Cremoy T artari | 
much rely on in the Cure ot this Diltemper 
but this ought to be »i-/rved, that during the 
Fit they muſt be given in ſuch quantities as 
will procure the Patient three or four Stools in 
the 24 hours, and no more, at lealt after _ 
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the ſecond or third day: But if for the firſt 
two or three days they occaſion more Stools, it 
will rather be an advantage than otherwiſe. 
'Therfore that things may be cxattly regulated, 
the Proportions I have preſcrib'd mult be va- 
ried according to peoples Conſtitutions and 
Strength. 

When the Pain is not very ſevere, the Pro» 
portion of O!. Vi;triols 1n the Balſam may be 
leſs than T have ſet dawn, viz. two Drams of 
OL. Vitrioli to two Ounces of Ol. Olivarum : 
Let them be well mixt together in a glaſs 
Veſlcl, till they com to the conliſtence of a 
Balſam. Withthis Balſam IT have two or three 
times ſeen ſomthing extraordinary don in ede- 
matous Tumors ; as I have allo in caling other 
Pains beſides that of the Gour, 

{Ic being a year ſince the ſecond Edition of 
this Eſſay came abroad, I have now ſeveral 
Obſervations to add to my Tratt of the Gout ; 
but conſidering that is alſo reprinting, I ſhall 
add no more in this Place. ] 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Rheumatiſms, 


4 HIS is another Diſtemper generally ſaid 
K to proceed from Acids in the Blood, but 
very falily, as I hope fully to make appear, 
—_ had to do with multitudes under this 

iſtemper, and thanks to God, with good 
ſucceſs. 

T ſhall not inquire into the original Cauſes 

of this Diſtemper, which are various, that 
being forein to my deſign; but immediatly 
proceed to the buſineſs I have undertaken. 
; Firſt of all; having by the Fire analyz'd 
the Blood of Rheumatic Perſons, I have 
found it to abound more with Alkalious Par- 
ticles than that of ſound Perſons, but not the 
leaſt grain of an Acid Subſtance in it : from 
which alone 1t may readily be infer'd, "That it 
proceeds not from Acids, but from Alkalies. 

But it may be objeQted, From whence pro- 
ceeds that Syzineſs and Viſcoſity of the Serum, 
which is obſerv*d in the Blood of Rheumatic 
Perſons, if not from Acids % For we know 
that Milk, which is a fort of Serum of the 
Blood, let it be never ſp fluid, by the addition 
of any Acid, tho very gentle, a great part of it 
will immediatly coagulat and turn into Curds. 


To 
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' To which I anſwer, That the foreſaid Oh- 
jection 1s altogether invalid ; the Viſcouſneſs 
obſerv'd in the Serum of the Blood, being quite 
different from that of the Curds in Milk : 
tho there are ſubſtances contain'd in Milk, fit 
to make both Blood and Serum ; but Milk is a 
much more compound Liquor than the Serum 
of the Blood : ſo the compariſon being between 
SubjeAs vaſtly different, ir is of no weight. 

But ſuppoſe the compariſon good ; what a- 
greement is there between Curds, and a Sub- 
ſtance like Gelly ? None at all that I know. 

But if inſtead of curdled Milk, they had 
made the compariſon between the inviſcated 
Serum and Hartshorn Gelly, they had bin in 
the right ; for indeed I know not any two 
Subjeths more fit to be compar'd together. 
But then this compariſon will not ar all prove 
the Inviſcation of the Serum to proceed from 
Acid, but from Alkalious Particles ; for all 
who know what Hartshorn is, know the rea- 
ſon of its making a Gelly, is from its abound- 
ing with volatil alkalious Salts: and for the 
ſame reaſon itis, that Calves Feet, Izing-glaſs, 
Ivory, &sc. make Gellies. 

By what I have ſaid, I hope I have freed A- 
cids from cauſing the Viſcouſneſs of the Serum 
of the Blood in Rheumatiſms ; which Viſco- 
ſity, if once taken off, the Diſtemper imme- 
diatly vaniſhes: Yet this is not to be don by 
Alkalies, that ever I could ſee, tho I have gi- 
ven'em in large quantities ; but it is _— 
oully 
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omniy to be don. by proper Acids, ſuch as the 
ft. omwwion'd Tincture of Aniimony, Cc. and 
Clhaiybeats. 

Bu! Jicre Feopic will think Tam caught in a 
Tron, winn | bring 10 Chalybeats among, tlig 
number of Acts, when generally owi?d by 
2. tO be Alkatties: tO conhren the Truth of 
vhich, thev rell you ir is manifcit, that Fi- 
lings of Irvn will make as great an ifferveſ- 
cency, wirh allſorts of Acids, as any of the 
Alkalies I have mencion'd ; therfore I muſt be 
muzh jn the wrong in reckoutng Chaſybeats 
among Acids. 

From this difficulty IT ſhall endeavor to ex- 
tricat my ſelf, and alſo to prove, That Iron 
or Stcel, till converted into a /jitriol, whicii all 
will allow to be an Acid, caunor att upon the 
Blood or Serum to cauſe an altcration in it, 
nor ſo much as any way toventer into the Veins 
or Artcries. : 

Ir is the cuſtom of skilful Pratitioners, be- 
fore they give Steel Medicins, to inquire whe- 
ther their Patients arc ſenſible of any Acidity 
10 tizeir Sromachs : in which part I allow A- 
cids oftentimes to abound, and that exorbi- 
tantly, If they perceive any Acidity there, 
it is tound neceſſary to give Iron or Steel, 
without any Preparation at all, becauſe by 
means of the Acids in the Stomach it is turn'd 
into a Vitriol, and ſo made capable of being 
carried into the Blood ; wheras in ſuch caſes, 
if it has bin before fatiared by a one * 
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Preparation, it has little or no effett at all. 
On the other hand, it there be no ſentible A- 
cidity in the Stomach, Iron or Steel given un- 
prepar'd, are carried off by Stvol, withour 
the leaſt aſteration, or any part of it admitted 
into the Blocd. 

{In Hypocondriacal and Hiſterical Per- 
ſons, who moſtly complain of an Acidity 1n 
their Stomachs, I have with wonderful ſuc- 
cels given four or five Iron Bullets filed from 
{mall Rods every day jult alcer Dinner, and 
have ordered the continuance of then fom- 
times four three or tour Months ; and when al! 
other Methods have failed, this has eftcQtually 
taken place. 

ATI or moſt of the Preparations of Steel I 

know good for any thing, are perform'd by 
means of Acids, which tend to the dividing 
their parts, and turning them into a V7trzo!. 
Now according to the difference of the Acids 
us'd, the reſult is a different ſort of Vitriol, 
which has different operations : Bur on the 
contrary, A'kalics do fo lock up the B-uy ct 
Iron, as to make it unfit to be taken as Vie- 
dicin, becauſe of irs extraordinary hardncis 
and firmneſs of Texture. 
— The Preparations of Steel I generally uſc 
is that which gos: by the name of Dr, Willis, 
and is a!moſt every whete to be had ; which 
tho grown common, is no deſpicable Medic:ng 
and is that which follows 


Take 
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Take of filings of Steel, . or rather Iron, wer) 
clean and free from duſt, one Pound and half ; 
Sal Armoniac two pound : make the Sal Ar- 
TMmoniaC into very fine Pouder; then mix 
them well together in an iron or ſtone Moy- 
far ; then put the mixture into a moiſt 
Cellar, and let it land a week : Then put 
it into .a very large Crucible, which co- 
wer with a piece of Tile ; afterwards put the 
Crucible into a Charcoal Fire, which increaſe 
by degrees, till che Crucible be almoſt red hot : 
after it has continued in this ſtate about an hour, 
take away the Fire, and let your calcined mat- 
ter cool by degrees ; when cold, take it out of 
the Crucible, and make it into fine Pouder in a 
alaſs or ſtone Mortar ; then put it into a Bottle 
with 4 wide month, which ſtop with a glaſs 
Stopple, and keep in a warm place. 


[The Method I uſe in making that Prepara- 
tion of Steel, known by the name of Dr. W1l- 
lis, 1sas follows. 


Take clean filings of Steel one Pound, Cremor 
Tartar three Pound ; mix them well together 
in an Iron Mortar ; then put them into an I- 
ron or Earthen Pot ; pour upon them a Gallon 
of Spring Water, and over a very gentle Fire 
evaporate to the conſiſkence of Hopy, ſtirring 
all the time with an tron Spatula : afterwards 
«dd another Gallon of Water, evaporate y; be- 

ore; 
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fore ;, then take it out, and put it upon an Iron 
or Tin Plate : let it ſland in awarm place till - 
it is perfettly dry ; thew make it into fine Pou- 
der, and keep for uſe. ] 


Theſe two Preparations properly given, 
and with convenient Vehicles, I have known 
of great uſe in ſom Rheumatiſms: and the firſt, 
when all other Medicins have prov'd ineffeQu- 
al, ſcarce ever faiPd me in the moſt inveterat 
Obſtruftions of the Menſes in Women. 

Beſides the foremention'd Preparations of 
Steel, I have frequently found Cinnaber of An- 
timony, or even common Cinnaber mixt with 
a due proportion of Gum Guaiaci, and given in 
large quantities, to be of great uſe, not only 
in ſom confirm'd Rheumariſms, but even in 
Sciaticas of long ſtanding, by which alone I 
have known many cured. | 

I formerly believ*d Cinnaber of Antimony, 
and common Cinnaber to be Alkalies; bur 
ſince I have more nicely inquir'd, I find by a 
peculiar management, a large quantity of an 
acid, ſulphureous Spirit may be obtain'd from 
them: [And unleſs the Mercury, which is a 
main ingredient in the Compoſition, be ac- 
counted an Alkaly, there is no ſuch thing to 
be found in it. But for my part, what to make 
of that fugitive Servant of poor Chymiſts, I 
cannot tell; and muſt ingenuouſly own, after 
much Mony and Time ſpear in inquiring into 
the'nature of ir, I know no more than "oy I 
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do by its effeAs, which are ſomtimes extraor- 
dinary, if manag'd with diſcretion.] 

Before I conclude this Head, it will not be 
amiſs tro obſerve one thing about the Preparz- 
tion of Steel beforcmention'd, viz. that while 
it is kept dry, and in aPouder, it is one of the 
greateſt Deopprlatives, or openers of ObſtruQti. 
ons imaginable: Bur let it be put in a Cellar, 
and run per deiiquium, which it will in a few 
days, 59 or 60 Drops of the faid Oil per de 
liquium, given twice a day in a ſtrong De- 
cotion of Oak Bark, 1 have of late found rate. 
ly to fail in ſtopping a ſeminal Flux, which 
all will allow has hitherto bin found as 6ifficult 
asany thing whatever. Som having told me, 
they ſuppoſed the Stipticity to proceed from 
the DecoQtion of Oak Bark only, I purpolely 
tried it alone : and tho I own Oak Bark to be 
noble Stiptic, and todo Wonders, the Decofti- 
on being taken at the Mouth, and by way 
Clyſter, in common ſimple Diarrheas, and c 
ven ſomtimes in bloody Fluxes; yet in the 
foremention'd caſe it would do nothing at all: 
but adding ſom drops of the Oil of Mars to 
the DecoCtion, it ſoon had the deſir'd effeR, 

Of late I have bin induc'd to uſe the follow- 
ing Method in the Cure of Rheumatiſms, and 
ina great number of Caſes it has rarely failed 
me ; and where it has failed, IT have nor had 
the leaſt Temtation to blame the Method ot 
Medicins, 
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Br Tart. Vitriolati Dracm. unam 
Cremor. Tartari Dracm. ſex 


; 01. Garrioph. gut. ſex 
. Sacchari roſati Dracm. tres 
K M, f. Pul. in ſex Chartulas diſlribuend. ex qui- 


bus cap. unam quater in die in Cochlear. Syr. e 


- Rubo Ideo, ſuperbibendo hauſt. Julap. ſequentis. 


» B Rad. Eringit Unc. duas 

o. Ag. Font. 't> duas 

«  1ofundeclaust & calide per horas duas vel tres, & 

< coletur ; colature adde Vini Rubri Gal. unc. ofto 

I Syr. de Rubo Idezo unc. tres 

ne Elix. Vitrioli gut. 40. M. 

th Ft Elix.Vitrioli Dracm. duas 

Kd caps gut. duodecem in hauſt. Vini Rub. ©: 

Qi. Aq. Font. ana Þp. e. hora aimidia ante 
of . prandium. 

] &- 


the Bt Saf Vininon Rett. unc. ſex, wel ofto, wel 
all; aecem. 

5t0 Ol. Vitriols Dul. unc. unam. 

, M. f. Mixt.. cum qua embrocentur Partes affctt 
w- i manz & ſerd, ſuperponendo Pannum laneum. 


iled tt Cremor Tart. Dracm. ſex 
had Cardamomi, Cubebarum, 
1 ot . Gialange, ana Drac. duas 


Sacchari Roſati unc. unam ſem. 
MM. f. Pul. cap. quantam Mucroni Cultri continers 
pote/l ſepit's it at. After 
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Afﬀeer the Pains are quite gon, I preſcribe a 
Steel Courſe for 3 Weeks or a Month, and du- 
ring that time a continuance of the Elixir of 
Vitriol before dinner, and of the Digeſtive 
Pouaer. 

But in this caſe, as well as in the Gout, the 
quantity of Cremor Tartar and Tartar Vitric- 
latum ought to be ſuch, as to occaſion 3 or 4 
Stools in 24 hours, and no more, at leaſt after 
the firſt day or two; and therfore as peoples 
Strength and Conſtitutions vary, the quanti- 
ties ought to be leſlen'd or increas'd, as occa- 
{jon is. 

The Oleum Vitrioli Dul. for the Embrocation 
isas follows ; that commonly ſold in the Shops, 
which is made by Diſtillation, being good for 
little or nothing. 


B Ol. Vitriolt opt. ret. 
Sp. YVini Ret. ana p. e. 
Cumcantels miſceantur, & poſtes digerantur leni 
Calore arene, in V aſe vitreo optime clauſo per dies 
decem, O reſervetur ad ſum. 


[To conclude, and as an addition to this E- 
dition of my Effay, I ſhall make the follow- 
10g remarks, being the eftets of farther ob: 
ſervation. 

| Rheumatiſms, properly ſo called, may be 
diſtinguiſh'd into Acute and Chronic ones. An 
Acute Rheumatiſm is as much an —_— 
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Diſtemper as a Plexriſy or a Peripneumony ; but 
by reaſon the offending Matrer is not lodged on 
any of the noble parts, the conſequence 1s not 
ſo fatal. Now people being illtreated in Acute 
Rheumatiſms, their Diftemper becoms a 
Chronic habitual one, which perhaps hangs 
upon *em for many years, with many inſtan- 
ces of which I have of late met. Now in A- 
cute Rheumatiſms, I always or moſtly uſe the 
laſt Method, only omit the Digeſtive Pouder ; 
and ſomtimes inſtead of the Embrocation, I 
bathe the Parts with good Elder Vinegar, or 
Vinegar impregnated with other Aromatics ; 
and let them drink plentifully of Lemonade, or 
other acidulated Liquors. After the Diſtem- 
r is over, to confirm the Tone of the Parts, 
which can't fail of being debilitated by the 
oreat pains, I put them intoa Steel Courſe for 
three Weeks or a Month. In Chronic ones, 
where the Blood is ſizy, I uſe the ſame Me- 
thod with the digeſtive Pouder ; and in nei- 
ther of them ſcarce ever fail of Succeſs. But 
in Chronic Rheumatiſms, where the Blood is 
not ſizy, I give the foremention'd Medicins, 
with Gum Guataci, &g. where they want Eva- 
cuations; which, as 1s elſwhere obſerved, be- 
ing given indue quantities, never fails to prove 
a noble Purge. But where they do not want 
evacuations, I altogether rely on = Cha- 
lybeats,ſuted to the Conſtitution. This Subjea 
alone deſerves a particular Treatiſe ; but I 
have already promiſed ſo much, that I can's 
K think 
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think of any ſuch thing, till what I am about 
is finiſhed, which will not be in a ſhort time. ] 


—_ 


CHA-P.:-Y; 
Of Conſumtions. 


Have little to ſay at preſent on this SubjeR, 

but that I have ſeen great numbers of Peo- 
ple under this circumſtance, to 'whom large 
quantities of Alkalies, all forts of Palſamics, 
and thoſe things called Peforals, have bin gi- 
ven without the leaſt advantage; tho I have 
ſeen others that have had the manifeſt ſigns of 
a confirm*d Phtiſis or Conſumtion, who by 
the plentiful uſe of proper Acids have bin re- 
ducd from a ſtate of dying to perfe&t Health. 

My Reaſons in ſhort, according to the beſt 
Obſervations, for the uſe of Acids, and the 
diſuſe of Alkalies, arc as follow. 

The GluLu!lcs of the Blood, by reaſon of too 
great a quantity of Acrid, Alkalious, Lixi- 
vious Particles mix d with ir, being broken, 
and confuſedly mix'd with the Serum, are to- 
gether with 42 3:zzum admitted into the 
{mall Glanduics of the Lungs ; and not being 
capable to be iliicharg'd, cauſe Inflammations 
there, and by conſequence HeEtic Fevers, 
which always precede and accompany a Phtiſis 
or Conſumtioa, Now by the ule of Alas 
an 
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and Balſamics, thcſe extravaſated, broken 


Globules are ſo far from being thrown our, 
and the deprav'd ſtate oi the Blood from being 
alter'd, that it is made much worſe ; and by 
Balſamics the Puſtles, occalion'd from the ex- 
travaſated Globules beiny admitted into the 
{mall Glandules, are broughr to Suppuration, 
the neceſſary conlequence cf which is an Ul- 
ceration 3 and when fo reader a part as the 
Lungs is once ulceratcd, he muſt ſhew himſelf 
an Artiſt indeed that can heal it, 

Now proper Acids given in due time, con- 
firm the Texture of rhe Blood, and reduce the 
Serum to a ſtate of fluidity, wherby the Fe- 
ver and Inflammation of the Lungs aretaken 


' off: and the extravaſaced Glohule; of Blood, 


by means of a thin Scrum, afliit-4 by its quick 
motion in that parc when in a fluid i4te, are 
by degrees carried off, aud lv the Pultles difap- 
pear. 

But it may be objeQted, How com the brok- 
en Globules of the Blood you ſo often m- a» 
tion, to be admitted with the Szrum into the 
Glands of ſeveral parts, and yet cannor by the 
ſame reaſon be carried, to the parts de{ign'd 
with the Serumor Lymwphe, as it is HiPd, when 
it once coms into the I.ymphatric Veſlcls ? 

To which I anſwer, Thar wlicn they are 
firſt admitted into the Glands, I 1can the 
broken Globules, coming; juit our of the ex- 
tremities of the Arteries, and being iten very 
hot, the ſides of them are lax, and in ſum ime.” 
K 2 ſuis 
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ſure capableof being compreſt or ſqueez?d toge- 
ther ; but when once admitted into the Glands, 
the motion of the Serum from them, thro the 
Lymphatic Veſſels, being very ſlow, they 
ſoon grow cool, and ſo more firm; and b 
reaſon of the different figure of theſe broken 
Globules ſrom the Pores, by which the Serum 
is £o paſs from the Glands to the Lymphatic 
Veſlels, they are not ſuffer'd to go thro with 
the Serum, as in the foremention'd inſtance of 
Oil and Water : fo that the Globules being ex- 
travaſated and without motion, corrupt, from 
which Corruption proceed all the ill Symtoms 
that accrue from tle broken Globules of the 
Blood being admitted into the Glands. 

I am furniſhing my ſelf with Materials, in 
order to write a particular Tra& concerning 
Conſumtions ; in the Cure of which Diſtem- 
per I hope to make more conſiderable Advances 
than have bin yet made, and therfore ſhall ay 
no more concerning it in this place. 

But to return to Acids. To confirm the 
truth of what I have ſaid, beſides my own Ob- 
ſervations, I remember Rzverizs, that famous 
PraQitioner, fomwhere ſays, That he ſeveral 
times cur'd a confirm'd Phtifis or Conſumtion, 
by giving only large quantities of Conſerve of 
red Roſes, well acidulated with Oil of Sw/phar 
per Campanam:. 

And now I am ſpeaking of that Oil, let me 
add the account Helmont gives of it in his Ar- 
6:r Vite; waich tho it has no immediat rela- 
£108 
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tion to the Point in hand, yet may be perti- 
nent enough, to ſhew the good effeCts of Acids 
in keeping the Blood in a good Texture, and 
by that means prolongir:g Lite, and preſerving 
us from Diſeaſes. Moſes, who perhaps under- 
ſtood the Myſteries of Nature as well as any 
Man, and was guided by an infallible Spirit, 
ſays, that in the Blood. is contain'd the Life. 
Now the Texture of theBlood being confirm'd, 
| and its Globules whole, muſt go a great way 
towards prolongation of Life : But on the con- 
| trary, the Texture of the Blood being ſpoil'd, 
| and its Globules broken (which they are by 
h Alkalies) muſt in great meaſure ſhorten Lite, 
and occaſion Diſeaſes. # 

In the Year 1600, ſays Helmont, a certain 
| Poor Man, being burden'd with many ſmall 
Children, complain'd to me that he was 58 
years of age, and if he ſhould chance to dis, 
; his Children muſt goa begging. He ask'd of 
| me ſomthing, wherby his Life might be pre- 

ſery'd. TI being a Young Man, and commiler- 
ating his Condition, conlider'd that a lighted 

Match of Brimſtone would preſerve Wine 
; from Corruption; and thertore concluded, 
that the Acid Oil of Sulphur did neceſſarily fo 
; contain this Flame of Sulphur, and all the Smell 
f of it, that it ſelf was nothing elſe, meaning the 
Acid Spirit or Oil, but the Fume of Sulphur ir 

ſelf, imbib'd by its Mercurial Salr. Laſt of 
> all, T was confirm'd that the Blood was the 
. Wine of our Lives ; and that being preſerv'd, 
- K 3 it 
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if it occaſion'd not long | ife, would at leaſt in 
ſom meaſure lengthen it, by our being guarded 
from Diſcales, and tice from Pains. Wher- 
fore I gave him a For tull of the diftilPd Li- 
quor, or Oil of Sulphur, and likewiſe taught 
him to diſtil the ſaid Oil from kindled 
Brimſtone. I furthermore bid him take every 
Meal in the firſt draught of Bccr he drank, 
two drops of the ſaid Liquor, and by no means 
exceed it ; I being ſatisficd that two Drops 
did contain a large quantity of the Fume of 
Sulphur. The Man followed my Advice, and 
now walks about rhe Streets of Bruxels, be- 
ing 1641. And, yyhich is more than all, for 
the whole 40 years he never labor'd under any 
Diſtemper, tho. once by a Fall on the Ice hc 
broke his Leg near the Knce ; yer all the time 
he was under Cure he was free from a Fe- 
ver. He continued {lender and lean, and tho 
in want of all neceſſities, liv'd to be thus old. 
The Nameof this old Man is John Maſs, who 
ſerved in the Bed-Chamber of the Biſhop 
of Tpre when Count Egmont and Hory were 
beheaded, and was then 25 years of age. 

The Fruth of this Relation need not in the 
leaſt be doubted, the Man beiogalive and well 
when it was wrote. By which Inſtance it is 
plain, that Acids are not rhe Cauſe of Diſcaſes, 
but Preſervatives againſt them ; and whatever 
is a Preſervative from Diſtempers, by pas 
r!ty of reaſon muſt be of ule to rcpel them, 
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A ſignal Inſtance of which I remember I 
have ſomwhere read, of a Perſon who ſuffered 


| himſelf to be bit by a Viper, in order to try 


the good EffeAs of Monſieur Charras's Vola- 
til Alkalious Salt of the ſame Animal, in pre- 
venting and taking off the Symtoms that at- 
tend the Biting of the faid Creature. The 
Volatil Salt and orher Antidotes were in large 
quantitics given, bur all in vain; for inſtead 
of allaying, thc Symtoms fo increaled, thar 
nothing leſs was to be tear'd than the lols cl the 
poor Man's Lite. To the beſt of my remems 
brance, nay I think I may be poſitive, it was 
in the Writt where he was bitten ; but for all 
the Volatil Salts and other Antidorcs, in alittle 
time his Arm was {wel'd ſo big, and ſo high, 
that Ampuration could do him no ſervice ; 
nay, all the By-ſtanders, that were many, 
gave him up for dead. Art laſt a certain Per- 
ſon advis'd giving large quantities of only ſo 
ſimple an Acid as Juice of Citrons ; which im- 
mediatly abated the Symtoms, an retriev'd 
him from all manner of Danger. . [Scc more 
of this matter in my Account of the Cure of 
the Perſon bit by a Viper. ] 

We live in an inquiſitive Age, wherin Peo- 
ple have more ſenſe than to take things on 
truſt : The obtaining of the Blood both of heal- 
thy and diſtemper'd Perſons, is not difficult ; 
and I defire no greater juſtice, than that 
People would themlelves try the truth of what 
I have ſaid; and if after trial it be found that. 
K 4 the 
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the Blood of perſons in any of the foremen» 
tioned caſes, has any Acid abounding 1n it, I 
will own my ſelf in the wrong ; but ſhall ne- 
ver take the leaſt notice of ſuch ſcurrilous An- 
ſwers as I have bin uſed to, nothing of that 
nature being in the leaſt valid with me thar is 
not confirm'd by well-atteſted Experiments. 


The Concluſ#on. 


T is, I ſuppoſe, allowed by all that Sea- 
Salt is an Acid, and for that reaſon only, 
we who eat ſo much Fleſh are not able to live 
without it. For all ſorts of Fleſh abounding 
with large quantities of volatil Alkalious 
Salts, if theſe were not in ſom meaſure lock'd 
up and mortified by the means of Sea-Salt, or 
(which is all one) what is the produCt of our 
Engliſh Brine-pits, which have their faltneſs 
from the ſame origin, viz. Currents of Water 
paſſing thro army Rocks of Salt ; which late 
Diſcoveries have made appear to be both in 
Enzland, and many other parts of the World ; 
as for inſtance, one in Cheſhire, whoſe Vein is 
20 Yards thick, and may be traced for many 
Miles together ; which alone is ſufficient to - 
Impregnat almoſt an Ocean of Waters: I ſay, 
were it not that the Volatil Alkaly contain in 
the Meat we eat was in ſom meaſure lockt up 
* or 
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or mortified by means of the foreſaid Salt, the 
eating of quantities of Meat would certainly 
deſtroy us. [The conſtant uſe of Bread alſo is 
of no ſmall advantage to us, ic being a Sub- 
ſtance greatly abounding with Acid Particles, 
as by the analizing of it will eaſily appear. ] 
There is reaſon to believe, That before rhe 
Flood People did not cat Fleſh, but liv'd alto- 
gether on Vegetables, as Fruits, Herbs and 
Roots ; whichI ſuppoſe was one great reaſon of 
their Longevity. And it may be obſerv'd, 
that in Herefordſbire, and other Countries a- 
bounding with Fruit, the People are longer 
liv'd than in thoſe Countries that want it. 
But had the Arntediluvians eaten Fleſh, as 
we do now, I can't imagin what they would 
have don for Salt : for ſuppoling Dr. Burnet's 
Hypotheſis true (of which I think there is no 
reaſon to doubt, his Arguments being to me 
unanſwerable) I ſuppoſe their Rivers muſt 
have bin altogether void of Saltneſs; and how 
they could com at Salt any other way, conſider- 
ing the ſtate of their Earth, I can't imagin : 
And for them to have eaten Meat without 
Salt muſt neceſſaily have greatly prejudic'd 
their Healths, and ſhorrned their Lives. For 
we have ſeenin the late Iriſþ Wars great De- 
ſtruQtion and Deſolation in our Army by eat- 
ing Meat without Salr, of which at one time 
there was a ſcarcity ; whole Regiments having 
bin ſwept away together with Fevers and Flux- 
es. But the Arntediluviens living on Vege- 
tables, 
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tables, had no need of Salr, there being a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of Acidity in them to confirm 
the Texture of their Blood, and preſerve them 
from Diſeaſes. 

That the Food of the Aztediluvians, was 
only Herbs, and the cating of Fleſh was nor 
allowed till the Waters of the Flood were a- 
bated, the following Texts cvince. Gen. 1.29. 
Aﬀer God had ſaid ro Adam, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and repleniſh the Farth, and had gij- 
ven him Domirton overthe Creatures, it coms 
in; 4d God ſaid, Behold, I have given you 
every Herb bearing Sced, which is upon the face of 
all the Earth, and every Tree in which is the 
Fruit of a Tree yeiidin? Seed ; to you it ſhall 'be 
for Meat. Alter the Waters of the Flood were 
g0n, God blefſes Noay and tis Sons, as he had 
before don Adam, and ail ts them, Be fruits 
ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth; and 
then gives them Dominion over the Creatures : 
after which he ſays, Ch. 9g. 3. Every moving 
thing that lrues ſhall be Meat for you; even as 
the green Herb have I given you all things. 
Now after the uſe of Fleſh was allow*d, we 
find no one perſon, Noah excepted, who ar- 
rived to the Age of any of the Antediluvian 
Fathers, the natural reaſon of which is very 
plain. 

Since I have bin mentioning Sea-Salt, I 
| ſhall make bold to relate a ſtrange and acci- 
dental Cure wrought on a Perſon in a Tympa- 
iti, given Over as incurable by the moſt emi- 
agat 
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nent Phyſicians of Exgland, by barely im- 
merging her two or three times over Hcad in 
Sea-Warer. 

The Perlog was Daughter to an eminent 
Citizen of Worceſter; ſhe had labor'd undcr a 
Tympanitis three or four Years : her Father ap- 
plied ro moſt of the eminent Phy licians tor Ad- 
vice, but all they could do fignihed uuthing. 
He has ſeveral times told me,that his Cloak,tho 
he was a corpulent Man, would not lap round 
her, her Abdomen was [lwePd fo big, and ſhe 
then not above ten Years of Age. Ir happer'd 
one Morning that her Mother, rwo Brothers, 
ner ſelf, and a Maid-ſervant, were bitten by 
a little Dog they had, chat was grown mad, 
Advice was preſently given by Dr. Johnſon, 
an eminent Phyſician then in Worceſter, that 
they ſhould all go to the Salt-Waters to be 
dipt ; (obſerve by the way the efficacy of theſe 
Waters 1n preventing the dreadful Symtoms 
that attend thoſe bitten by Mad-Dogs.) The 
Mother, wich her two Sons and Maic- ſervant 
prepar'd to go; but ſhe did not delign to take 
her Daughter with her, ſuppoſing her nor ca- 
pable of living till ſhe came to the Journeys 
end. The poor diſtreſt Child ſeeing *em all 
going away without her, told her Father he 
took care of every body elle, but valued noc 
what became of her ; on which he being mov- 
ed with compaſſion, reſolv'd ſhe ſhould go, 
let the eveat be what ic would. Accordingly 
ſhe was carried down, and when ſhe came to 
" be 
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be dipt, it was as much as two Men could do 
to immerge her over Head: After they were 
all dipt, they were carried to an adjacent 
Houſe, and put to Bed, where ſhe had not bin 
many Hours, but ſhe call*'d for a Pot, and pif- 
ſed ſeveral Quarts, even more at that one time, 
than ſhe had don ſom Moarhs before ; and 
when they return'd to Worceſter, which was 
within a few days, ſhe run out of the Boar to 
her Father without any help, tho ſhe had 
not bin able to ſtand of a year or two before. 
To be ſhort, without any other help, ſhe was 
perfectly cur'd of her Tympanitis, and is now 
a tall, ſlender, healthy Woman as any I know. 

I have mention'd this thing, becauſe I find 
it no where taken notice of, and it may be of 
ſervice to others. Nay, Iam told a certain 
obſcure Perſon in Herefordſhire has cur'd ſeveral 
by the ſame Method, to his great Advantage, 
who withal ſays, it never once failed him. 

I beg the Lady's pardon for writing this 
Relation without her leave ; but ſince I have 
no other end-in it than to ſerve Mankind, I 
doubt not I ſhall be excufed. 

Helmont poſitively ſays, and I have found 
it truc, That Spirit of Sea-Salt which is an 
exalted Acid, 1s a certain Remedy in the Srran- 
' gury, a Diſtemper generally ſaid to proceed 
trom Acids; which if it dos, inſtead of be- 
ing cur'd, muſt be highly exaſperated by Spi- 
rit of Sea-Salt, the contrary of which I have 
frequently experienced. Helmont —— 
elſe 
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elſe ſays of it, Ef namque Acidiſſimus, nec ſbi 
par habet remedium extinguendis ardoribus U- 
rine, etiam preſente in Veſica Calculo. 

I remember not long ſince an Eminent Phy- 
ſician told me, that bare Juice of Lemons 
would ſooner take off the Heart of Urin in Peo- 
ple that are, as we call it, clap'd, than Emut- 
fions, or any thing commonly uſed : which 
ſince I have found true ; and alſo that the U. 
rin of ſuch Perſons abounds more with Volatil 
Alkalious Salt, than that of ſound People : 
Upon which I have bin induc'd to try whethes 
the Acid Spirit of Guaiacum, which that Wood 
affords in large quantities, would not be more 
prevalent in the Cure of confirmed Poxes, 
than the bare Infuſion or DecoCQtion of the ſaid 
Wood ; which in conjunQtion with Cinnaber 
of Antimony or common Cinnaber, and Gun 
Guaiaci, T have frequently given with good 
ſucceſs in confirm'd Poxes; nay, ſom that 
have eluded the Force of a regular Salivation, 
I have cur'd by this Method. | 

I am apt to believe, if the reftified Acid 
Spirits obtainable from moſt, if not all Woods, 
were us'd, they would be found. to be great 
+ Specifics in moſt Diſtempers, eſpecially Chro- 
nical ones. And I have great reaſon to think 
that reQified Spirit of Aſp, taken for a con- 
ſiderable time together morning and evening 
in a proper Vehicle, would prove a noble Me- 
dicin, in gradually waſting Stones already 
form'd either in the Kidnys or Bladder, Fa 
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And fince I have mention'd Specifics, I own 
it may be rationally objefted, That my Doc- 
Arrin of Acids dos mightily thwart that of Spe- 
cifics, of which many, that are neither Alka- 
lies nor Acids, feldom fail of curing Diſtem- 
pers, as likely to be ſuppoſed to proceed from 
Alkalious Particles abounding, as any what- 
ever. 

To which 1 anſwer, that I have only 
brought my DoQtrin upon the Stage, as a ge- 
neral one, in oppoſition to that general and 
pernicious one of Alkalies. For ſhould I deny 
the Doarin of Specifics, I muſt deny matter 
of fat ; which I ſhall never do till torally de- 
priv*'d of my Reaſon. 

There is a little Herb called Paronychia cum 
Folizs Rutaceis, or Whitlow Graſs, with Leaves 
like Rue; which the Honorable Mr. Boy/ 1c- 
commends as a Specific in the King's Evil : 
This Herb I have immerg'd both in moderatly 
Acid and Alkalious Liquors, and could per- 
ceive no Lex or Efferveſcency ; yet I have 
known it do wonders in the foremention'd 
Diſtemper, without having the leaſt ſenſible 
Operation : I ſhall give one inſtance. 

A poor Woman in Worceſter having an only 
Childof about ten Years of Age, who by wea»- 
ving Bone-lace maintained both her and it ſelf, 
made a great complaint to me one day that ſhe 
was undon. T asked her the cauſe ; ſhe told 
me, her Child who kept her in her old Age 
from Begging, had for two Years had Scro- 
phulous 
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phulous Tumors in and near her Privities ; 
and that about three Months beforc, one of 
the ſaid Tumors began to ulcerat ; and that 
now the Ulcers were got into her Body, which 
made her uncapable of Sitting. I went im- 
mediatly with the Woman to ſee her Daugh- 
ter, and found what ſhe ſaid was true, the 
poor Girl kcing the moſt miſerable SpeQacle 
I ever ſaw, I remembring what Mr. Boyl 
had ſaid concerning Paronychia, and being ſuf- 
ficiently ſatisfied there was no reaſon to doubt 
of any thing he had ſaid, when related as 
matter of FaQt on his own Knowledg, reſol- 
ved to try it upon this Girl. I firſt purged 
her three or four times with Calamelanos, Re- 
zin of Jallap, and Cremor Tartar; and after- 
wards gave her two large Handfuls of the ſaid 
Herb dried, ordering her to put it into two 
Gallons of ſmall Beer after it had don working, 
and to lct it ſtand fix days, and then drink it 
for her conſtant Drink : She continued to take 
it for about two Months, in which time, with- 
out applying any thing to the Ulcers fave clean 
Clothes, both Ulcers and Tumors vaniſh'd ; 
and ſhe continued well till I left Worceſter, 
which was two years after the Cure, and is 
ſo ſtill for ought I can hear, having ſeveral 
times inquir'd after her, 

[T have ſeveral times ſince made uſe of the 
laid Herb with good ſucceſs, tho I cannot ſay 
it will always ſucceed, there being ſom Scrophu- 
lows Caſes, wherin nothing yet known _ 

take 
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take the leaſt place. I have ſeldom recom 


mended Medicins without full trial, but at 
this time ſhall preſume to propoſe the uſe of 
Staveſacre, applied by way of Pultice to 1n- 
veterat ſcrophulous Tumors, at the ſame time 
uſing ſuch evacuating Medicins as won't de- 
bilitate Nature. The reaſons for my recom- 
mending it I think not fit to take notice of 
now ; but if T find it anſwers expeQation, I 
ſhall do it hereafter.) 

Another Inſtance of the Operation of Spe- 
cifics, *withour their being either Alkalies or 
Acids, is that frequently experimented De- 
coion of Mercury, after having bin boil'd a 
conſiderable time in Water, which has bin 
found nor to loſe the leaſt Grain of its former 
Weight, or impart either Taſteor Color to the 
Water; yet the Water in which the Mercury 
was decoted, has not fail'd of killing and 
bringing away Worms, when other celebra- 
ted Medicins have. 

Likewiſe Crocus Metallorum, and other Pre- 
parations of Antimony, being barely infus'd 
in Wine, without loſing the leaſt Grain of 
their Weight, or imparting either Smell, 
Taſte, or Color to the Wine 1a whichthey are 
infus'd, never fail of giving the Wine a vio- 
lently Emettic Quality. I have at ſeveral 
rimes pour'd above 20 Quarts of Canary upon 
the ſame Ounce of Crocus Metallorum pouder'd, 
and found the laſt Quart as violently Emertic 
as the firſt ; thoafter nice trial, I could not per- 

ceive 
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ceive the Pouder diminiſh'd one Grain in 
Weight, or had, as before obſerved, caus'd 
the leaſt ſenſible Alteration in the Wine. 

The Cortex, that noble Specific in all inter- 
mitting Fevers, I don't. apprehend to perform 
its office either as an Alkaly or Acid ; tho be- 
ing mix'd with Acids, it dos its work much 
better than without 'em. | 

It isa general Complaint againſt that noble 
Medicin, and is the only occaſion of deterring 
ſom from the uſe of ir, That being given in 
never ſo large quantities,  _ in Quar- 
tans, it only puts off the Fit for a time, butdos 
not totally eradicat the Diſtemper, which re- 
turns after a certain period. To obviat which 
Inconvenience I have bin adviſed to give it after 
the following manner, which ſeldom ornever 
failsof preventing the return of the Diſtemper. 

Two Hours before the Fit, I give a gentle 
Emettic ; after that has don working, an 0- 
piat ; when the Fit is over, I give the quan- 
tity of a large Nutmeg of the following E- 
leQuary with the DecoQtion, and repeat it e- 
very 4 hours. for five. or ſix days, ordering my 
Patients to eat ſomthing of eaſy digeſtion with- 
in an hour after each Doſe. After five or 
ſix days, I give ir only firſt in the Morning, 
and at five in the Afternoon for a Week, eat- 
ing ſomthing after each Doſe. 


Be Cort. Peruviani elef?. Unc. unan ; 
reducetur in pulomen impalpabilem & 
cum 
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take the leaſt place. I have ſeldom recom- 
m<nded Medicins without full rrial, bur at 
this time ſhall preſume to propoſe the uſe of 
Staveſacre, applied by way of Pultice to 1n- 
vetcrat ſcrophulous Tumors, at the ſame time 
uſing ſuch evacuating Medicins as won't de» 
bilirate Nature. The reaſons for my recom- 
mending it IT think not fit to take notice of 
now ; but if T find it anſwers cxpeQation, I 
ſhall do it hereafter.) 

Another Inſtance of the Operation of Spe- 
cifics, *wichourt their being either Alkalies or 
Acids, is that ircquently experimented De- 
coction of Mercury, after having bin boil'd a 
conliderable time in Water, which has bin 
tound nor to loſe the leaſt Grain of its former 
Weight, or impart either Taſteor Color to the 
Water; yct the Water in which the Mercury 
was decoted, has not fail'd of killing and 
bringing away Worms, when other celebra- 
ted Medicins have, 

Likewiſe Crocs Metallornm, and other Pre- 
paraticns of Antimony, being barely infus'd 
in Wine, wirhout loſing the leaſt Grain of 
their Weight, cr imparting either Smell, 
'Faite, or Color to the Wine 1n whichthey are 
infus'd, never fail of giving the Wine a vio- 
tently Emettic Quality. I have at ſeveral 
times pour'd above 20 Quarts of Canary upon 
the ſame Ounce of Croczs Metallorum pouder'd, 
and found the laſt Quart as violently Emettic 
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ceive the Pouder diminiſh'd one Grain in 
Weight, or had, as before obſerved, caus'd 
the leaſt ſenſible Alteration in the Wine. 

The Cortex, that noble Specific in all inter- 
mitting Fevers, I don't.apprehend to perform 
its office either as an Alkaly or Acid ; tho be- 
ing mix'd with Acids, it dos its work much 
better than without 'em. 

It isa general Complaint againſt that nodvlz 
Medicin, and is the only occaſion of deterring 
ſom from the uſe of ir, That being given in 
never ſo large quantities, eſpecially 1n Quar- 
tans, it only puts off the Fit for a time, but dos 
not totally eradicat the Diſtemper, which rc- 
turns after a certain period. To obviat which 
inconvenience I have bin adviſed to give it after 
the following manner, which ſeldom ornever 
tailsof preventing the return of the Diſtemper. 

Two Hours before the Fit, I give a gentle 
Emettic ; after that has don working, an 0- 
piat ; when the Fit is over, I give the quan- 
tity of a large Nutmeg of the following E- 
IcRtuary with the DecoCttion, and repeat it c- 
very 4 hours for five or {ix days, ordering my 
Patients to eat ſomthing,of ealy digeſtion with- 
in an hour after each Doſe. After five or 
ſix days, I give ir only firſt in the Morning, 
and at five in the Afternoon for a Week, eat- 
ing ſomthing after cach Dole. 


Rk Cort. Peruvian eleft. Uni. unan ; 


reducetur in pulverem impalpabilem & 
L erem 
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cum Syrupo Limonum, q. [. f. Elettua- 
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Immediatly after each Doſe I give about a 
quarter of a Pint of the following Decottion : 


Br Cort. Peruviani elefF. Unc. unam- 
Rad. Gentiane Dracm. auas 
Flor. Centaurii Pug. ar 35 
Ag. Font. T6 quatuor, 
Bulliantur ad dimidie partis conſumtionem, & 
coletur ; colatura reſervetur ad uſum. 


By this Method I have known three or four 
Ounces of the Cortex perfettly cure Quartans 
without any Relapſe, after taking a Pound or 
more in thecommon Merhod, which has on- 
Iy put by the Fits for a time. 

The Reaſons, as I apprehend, why this 
method of giving ic ſhould be more prevalent 
than that commonly us'd, are ; the Particles of 
the Cortex being very firm, the Medicin being 
taken, and the Patient faſting three or four 
Hours after it, it ſlides out of the Stomach in- 
to the {mall Guts, and ſoon : the ſmall Guts 
being emty, there is not preſſure enough to 
{queeze but a ſmall quantity of it into the 
Lactcal Veſſels; fo that the greateſt part of 
it is carried away as Excrement : But the Pa- 
rien eating ſomthing of eaſy digeſtion, within 
ſo ſmall a time as an Hour after it, that eaten, 
is turn'd into Chyle before the Particles of the 
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Cortex can be carried off ; and the Chyle be- 
ing of a viſcous Nature, retains the ſmall Par- 
ticles, and carries*em with it into the Blood : 
ſo that the Blood is more impregnated by one 
Doſe given this way, than with twenty Doſes 
without preſently eating after it. 

To confirm the truth-of what I have faid 
concerning the firmnels of the Particles of the 
Cortex ; if you boil it never ſo well, the clear 
DecoQtion will ſcarce cure a Quotidian, or Ter- 
tian Ague : wheras the Cortex after it has bin 
well boild, being reduc'd to Pouder, and given 
after the foreſaid manner, will cure a Quarter. 

It would be a great Blefſing to the Com- 
monwealth of Phylic, if there was a faithful 
Record kept of all the Cures wrought by ſimple 
Medicins, wherby Phyſicians might arrive to 
a certainty of curing more Diſtempers than 
that of Agues; which I never expe& to ſee, 
ſo long as tedious, nonſenſical Compoſitions 
are depended on. | 

I don't remember any of the antient or mo- 
dern Botannic Writers have mention'd the 
Leaves of Aſſarabacca to have any other qualicy 
than that of a violent Purger by Vomit and 
Stool : But Mr. Pz#, a late eminentand learned 
Apothecary of Worceſter, my good Friend, 
told me, that he found it to be one of the moſt 
noble Purgers of the Head he ever knew, ha- 
ving a different Operation from any other Me- 
dicin he ever met with ; that the ſnuffing up 
of three, four, or five _—_ of the Pouder E 
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the dried Leaves at Night going to Bed, would 
on the Morrow, without diſturbing reſt that 
Night, but rather cauſing it, occaſion the dil- 
charge of a vaſt quantity of ſerous Matter 
irom the Glands of the Noſe; nay, would 
ſomtimes laſt for two or three Days, without 
L eing in the leaſt a Sternutatory. 

By the repeated uſe of this Pouder alone, I 
have known the moſt violent confirmed Head- 
2chs imaginable taken off, after they have e- 
Judcd the efficacy of the moſt noble, celebrat- 
ed Cephalics : But this ought to be niinded, 
That whoever takes this Medicin,muſt confine 
themſclves to their Houſes, and keep as warm 
as if they had taken the molt violent Purge. 

havebin told by acertain Gentleman, who 
uſes a great quantity of the Pouder of this Herb 
among his poor Neighbors after the foreſaid 
manner, thar he was once induced to uſe it in 
2 Dcatneſs of long ſtanding : he gave the Pa- 
tient four or hve Grains to ſnuff up into each 
Nofiril every fourth or fifth Night, and or- 
ver ti.rec Grains every Night to be blown 
with 4 (uit icto cach Ear ; and in a Fortnight 
the Party recover?d his Hearing as well as ever. 

Nor tug fince I was told by a worthy 
Cenrtlcmen, tat a Perſon who had bin deaf 14, 
Yeaz, was induc'd to try whether the Aſſars- 
6:rc4 \s0144d Jo him any Service, andin a little 
tim, urs 1: ufrerthe forementioned manner, 
1:L Vi ay pe iccily reſtord ro his Heariog. 

5 C/U.U Cipailate largely concerning imple 
ſpe- 
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ſpecific Remedies. But what I have aid is 
enough to ſatisfy the World, that I allow the 
Dodtrin of Specifics; nay I think it ought to be 
lamented it is not more cultivated, 

T have bin told by ſom intelligent Perſons, 
who have much convers'd with the Natives ot 
Weſt-India, that the DoQtria of Specifics is 
mightily cultivated by thoſe barbarous People, 
wherby they have arriv'd to a certainty in cu- 
ring moſt Diſtempers ; and that to {ce People 
of 120, and 130 Years of Age, is as common, 
aSin England to ſee People oft 60, Now what 
a ſhame is it for us who live in a learned and 
inquiſitive Age, to be outdon by thoſe bar- 
barous and illiterat People ? Nay, for ought [I 
know, the greateſt part of our Skill we had 
from them, or a People altogether as ignorant. 

The Phyſicians of Exrope are not arriv'd to 
ſo great a certainty in any thing, asin the cure 
of Agues; and who may we thank for that 
but the poor Indiazs, who imparted to us the 
uſe of their famous Bark ? 

From whence had Hippocrates, that Father 
of Phyſicians, his Skill, but by colleQing the 
common Obſervations ? which alone made him 
{o famous throaut the World. Bur the State of 
Nature is much alter'd in that long traGt of 
time ſince he lived ; and the difference of our 
Climat from that wherin he lived, makes his 
Obſervations not altogether hold good with us, 
So that if we will arrive to any certainty in 
our Art, we muſt make nice Obſervations of 
our own. L 3 Helmons 


LO 


"TI. 


166 An Eſſay concerning 


Helmont inhis Treatiſe of Fevers ſays, Quiſ- 
que Artificum facit quod promittit, Statuarius 
nempe Statuam, Calcearins Calceos indubie parat; 
ſolus autem Medicus nil audet ex arte ſpondere 
ſud, quis nititur Fundamentis incertis, per acci- 
dens duntaxat, ſubinde, atque doloſe proficus. 
Which is, that there 1s a certainty in all Pro- 
feſſions but that of a Phyſician ; and it is al- 
together our own Faults, for want of due Ob- 
ſervation, that we aQ on ſuch Uncertainties as 
we do. 

But toreturn to the buſineſs of Acids ; What 
great benefit dos Mankind in general receive 
from Mineral-Spring-Waters ? All of which 
are allow?*d to be Acids ; and according to the 
difference of the Acid contain'd in *em, they 
have different Operations. Som of them, as 
Atton, Epſom, Dullidg, Northal, &c. abound- 
ing with Aluminous, as well as Vitriolic Par- 
ticles, work by Stool. Others, as Twnbride, 
Altrop, I/mington, &c. abounding with Vitri- 
olic Particles only, are Alteratives, and gene- 
rally carried off by Urin. The Bath-Waters, 
abounding with Nitro Sulphureous Particles, 
have a different Operation from any of the for- 
mer, bur are generally carried off.by Urin, 
tho ſomtimes by Swear. 

There is ſcarce i Perſon laboring under any 
Chronical Diſtemper, or ill habit of Body, 
whoſe Fortune or Buſineſs will permit him, 
but at the proper Seaſon is ſent to one of the 
foremention'd Places ; and I believe, to our no 
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great Credit, that more People are freed from 


 Chronical Diſtempers by the uſe of Mineral 


Waters, than by all other Preſcriptions : Tho 
Tam well ſatisfied that Mineral Waters, not 
properly taken, do frequently a great deal of 
Miſchief. 

Beſides the ſervice don to Mankind by drink- 
ing Mineral Waters, what advanrage accrues 
to many laboring under ſom ſort of Nervous 
Diſtempers, &c. by merely bathing in the 
Nitro-ſulphureous Hot Baths ? But this ought 
to be obſerved, that the bathing in Hot Baths 
is only ſerviceable to thoſe whoſe Nerves are 
contrated ; but in all Caſes where the Parts 
are relaxed, it is highly pernicious, 

There is alſo a new way of Sweating by 


means of the Volatil Acid Steams arifing trom 


the evaporating Brine, 1n making Salt at 
our Engliſh Salt-pits, lately invented by Mr. 
Henry Hodges of Droytwych in Worceſterſbire, 
wherby ſeveral great things have bin don, even 
where the Beth, common Hummums and Bag- 
nios have altogether proved ineffeQtual. I am 
ſorry I am where I cannot procure a number of 
Experiments to inſert in this place, which 
might he of ſervice to Mankind : but ro ſupply 
their room, [ ſhall add ſomthing doa 1a a little 
Bathing-Houſe I ereted of my own, wherin 
I imitated, if not outdid the way of ſweating 
at Droztwych; but my many Avocations' hin- 
dred me from proſecuting it. 
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T procur*d ſom of the Virgin-Salt from the 
Sa!t-Rcck in Cheſhire; and, as T had occaſion, 
difſolv'd a convenient quantity in Spring-Wa- 
ter, makinga Brineas ſtrong as that obtainable 
from the Brine-Pits; with this Brine I flPd 
z large Iron Pot, which had Pipes of Wood 
that went from it to a little Room over-head, 
made convenient for People to {weat in : Under 
my Pot I made a fire, which both warm'd the 
Room, and made the Brine to boil ; and from 
the boiling Brinearoſcſuchquantities of Steams 
as filPd my Room, which, when warmed and 
full of Steams, was fir for uſe : I had, beſide 
the large Pipes which ſupplied the whole 
Room, ſeveral others of diflercnt lengths, by 
the means of which I more forcibly conveyed 
the Stcams to any particular part. By this way 
of Sweating, I knew a Gcntlewoman cu- 
red, 25 was alfo one at Droytwych, ot an in- 
veterat Leproſy, which had eluded the Effica- 
cy of all other Medicins and Baths, It rarely 
fail'd taking off the moſt violent old Aches and 
* Pains. In all Relaxations 'of the Nerves and 
Tendons, 1 never met with any thing compa- 
rable to ir, To be ſhort, I found it as good 
25 rhe Bath in moſt things, and in many out- 
did it; and I believe Mr Hodges, computing 
che time he uſed the way of Sweating at his 
Brine-Pirs, and the number of People he had, 
ean produce a greater Catalog, and more con- 
fiderable Cures wrought, than have bin at the 
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But here it may fairly be objeted, that I al- 
low the bathing in Hot Baths to be only ſervi- 
ceable where the Parts are contrafted, and per- 
nicious where they are relaxed : Yet I com- 
mend the bathing in theſe 'hot Steams, as of 
admirable uſe where the parts arerelaxed ; in 
which there ſeems a plain ContradiCttion. 

To which I anſwer : That while People are 
incompaſſed in the Steams, and ſweating, 
there is a univerſal Relaxation of all the Parts; 
bur the Steams proceding from the Diſſolution 
of the Virgin Salt, which is full of Volatil A- - 
cid Particles, the parts being greatly relax'd in 
Sweating, are capable of receiving the ſaid 
Particles into them, wherby, as ſoon as the 
{weating 1s over, they regain a greater Vigor 
and Contraction. 

I hope by the means of Experimental Philo- 
ſophy, ſo. happily begun and incourag'd by 
that admirable, and never ſufficiently ro be 
valued Mr. Boyl, to ſee the Art of Phylſic ar- 
rive to as great a Certainty and PerfeCQtion as 0« 
ther Arts and Sciences. For, as I before ob- 
ſerved, by chymically analyzing the Blood and 
Juices, both in their natural and morbid ſtates, 
we may arrive to ſom certainty in the know- 
ledg of the Cauſe of Diſtempers, of which I 
am afraid we have hitherto bin greatly igno- 
rant; and when once their Cauſes are thorow- 
ly known, their Cure will not be difficult. 

T ſhall conclude in the Words of that indu- 
{trious Philoſopher by the Fire, Helmont, in his 
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Treatiſe De Lithiafi, In noſtris furnis legimus, 
nou eſſe in Natura certins ſciendi genus ad cog- 
noſcendum per cauſas radicales & conſtitutivas 
rerum; quam dum ſcitur quid, quantumque in ve 
quaque ſit contentum. Jta quidem ut cognitio & 
connexio cauſarum, non conſtant clarius, quam 
cumres ipſas ita recluſeris, ut coram prodeant, ac 
velut tecum loquantur. Siquidem entia realia, 
duntaxat ſtentia, in ſuis primordialibus, & ſuc- 
cedentibus in ſeminum Principits, adeoque in ve- 
14 entitate Subſtantiali dant notitiam, & profe- 
runt cauſam cognoſcendi Naturam Corporum, me- 
diorum & extremitatum, Quippe ſunt cauſe ge- 
nerations, exiſtentie & permutationts, ſecundum 
ipſorum radicem, quoniam (teſte Raimundo) ut- 
cunque Logicus habeat profundum ingenium Argu- 
mentabile, aut Naturale, de rebus extrinſecis ; 
tamen nunquam per aliquam rationem que wvenit 
ad ſenſum, poterit direftte cognoſcere, nec judi- 
cari, cum quali natura, aut virtute, per fortt- 
tudinem intrinſecus, habeat Multiplicatio gran, 
creſcere ſuper terram, niſi pro ſimilitudinario ab 
obſervatione deſumto. Nec ſciet unquam, quo 
moao ſemen in terra pullulet, creſcat, & colligat 
fruttum : Niſt cum doftrina experimentali prius 
intraverit in noſtram Philoſophiam Naturalem, 
F non Sophiſticam ſermocinalem illam, que naſ- 
citur Logicis, per diverſas preſumtiones Phan- 
taſticas; quicum prognoſticationibus ſequellarum, 
contra vim Nature, faciunt multos pertinaciter 
errare in Sophiſticatione mentis. Quia per noſ- 
tram mechayicam Scientiam, intelletiu tn; 
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feats, wi experientie, reſpetts oculi, & were 
notitie mentalis. Imo experientie noſtre ſtant 
ſupra probationes Phantaſticas Concluſionum ; 
ideoque nec eas tolerant : Sedomnes alias Scientias 
oſtendunt vivaciter intrare in intellefum. Una 
deinceps intelligimus per Naturam, intus illud, 
quod eft, & quale eſt. Quia per talem Scientiam, 
intelletFus ſtat denudatus ſuperfluitatibus &- er- 
roribus, qu ipſum ordinario removent a veritate, 
propter preſumtiones & prejudicata credita in con- 
cluſionibus. Hinc enim noſtri ſe direxerunt ad 
intrandum per quamlibet ſcientiam (in omnem 
experientiam) per artem, juxta Nature curſum, 
in ſuis univocis principits. Spagyria enim ſola 
eſt ſpeculum weri intellefttus ; monſtratque tan- 
gere, © widere weritates earum in claro lumine, 
Nec fert arguments logicalia, quia nimis remote 
& longinqua, de claro lumine. Ideoque habet ta- 
bula (maragdina : Per hoc genus demonſtrandi, fu- 
Liet a te omnis obſcuritas, & acquiritur tibi omnis 
fortitudinis fortitudo fortis, vincens omnia ſubti= 
lis, & ſolida penttrans. Propterea vocor Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, habens tres (id eſt omnes) Partes 
Philoſophie, atque totius mundi Teleſmon ; Hec 
ille inter orare ergo & pulſare, ſupponitur Medium 
in Nataralibus, querendi per ignem. 
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TO THE 
Learned and Ingenious 


Dr. EowarD Bayxarp, 


Fellow of the College of Phyſicians, 
L ON DON. 


Honored Sir, 
| HE Civil and Gentleman-like 
Treatment I met with the firſt 


time I ſaw you, and the many 
Favors receiv'd from you fince I was ho- 
nored with your more intimat Acquain- 
tance, embolden me to proſtrate this 
Trifle at your Feet. I pretend not ther- 
by to merit any thing from you, but on- 
ly to acknowledg the many Obligations 
under which I lie. It would be a Wrong 
to you for me to declare your Praile, 
your Merits being better known than I 
am 
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am able to repreſent them. It was you, 
SIR, who were (for ought I know) 
the moſt early Cultivator of the Do&rin 
of Acids in the Cure of Diſeaſes in this 
Nation ; and the Succeſs you have had 
in your Pratice, ſufficiently makes it ap- 
pear, that you well underſtood what 
you went about, when you durſt con- 
tend with the whole World, by treading 
in 2 new Path to aid and ſuccor Life, in 
which few Phyſicians ever went before. 
Matte ! SIR, inſo greata Work as a- 
ving from the Grave ; lo ſhall the Name 
of BAYNAR D not be known to the 
Widow, nor the Cries of the Fatherleſs 
entail Vengeance on your Houſe. And 
would your Multiplicity of Buſineſs per- 
mit you to colle&t your own Obſerva- 
tions, and makethem public, I am ſure 
the Mouths of all your Oppoſers would 
be for ever ſtopr, and their Errors cur'd 
by your healing Hand ; for I know 
your Charity extends to Lunacy, as well 
as other Diſeaſes : And none but the 
Moonſick can doubt fo known and 
clear a Truth, as are the daily and moſt 
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apparent Cures don by the. happy Diſ- 
covery of the ule of Acids. *Tis well 
known, 5 1 KR, that Nature and Art 
have ſufficiently arm'd you for any Ene- 
my, if ſuch there be ; tho your condo- 
nable Diſpoſicion is like the Sun, which 
ſhines even upon thoſe Curs that bark ar 
him. Your Pardon, S 1R, Icravefor 
this Trouble, and doubt not to meet 
with a Generous Acceprance and Pro- 
tection from you; and if Dr. Baynard 
eſpouſes my Cauſe, I care not who is a- 
gainſt me. Iafſure you | bring nocom- 
mon [Inclinations to ſerye you ; neither 
would by ordinary Teſtimonies exprels 
that Paſſion wherwich 1 am, 


S 1 R, 3 
Your moſt Flumble, and 


moſt DevoiediServant, 


Joun CorlBartcy, 
'M 
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Have ſo inquir'd into the Cauſes of Diſeaſes, 
[| as to be altogether certain of the truth of my 

Fhpotheſis already advanced which I am now in 
ſom meaſare indeavoring to confirm : But I pre- 
tend not at all to have arriv'd to ſo much Cer- 
tainty as by my Methods to make People Immortal, 
and that no Perſon ſhall die with whom I amcon- 
cernd, which i what I believe ſom have expected, 
But for my part, I ſhall always intirely ſubmit to, 
and have reſpect for the Providence of God, who 
aloze is the Author and Diſpoſer of our Lives, 
and by the Mouth of an infivd Writer has de- 
clar'd, That our days are determined ; and beyond 
the Bounds ſet by that wiſe Author of Natare we 
cannot paſs : it being wholly impoſſible for Crea- 


teres to contend with their Creator, or to extend, 


#he Time that he h.:5 limited. 

Phyſicians are of all Men, without doubt, the 
moſt unhappy ; People in their Extremities looking 
on *em as their Saviors and Deliverers : yet after 
all, when they have don what was in the power of 
Man to do, having in all reſpetts acquitted them- 


ſelves with the _ Fidelity and Diligence, if ' 
thei 


their Patients die, their appointed time being com, 
and the number of days alitted 'em by the Almigh- 
ty being expir'd, the Friends of the peg 1a ſel- 
dom fail to blame "em in one reſpett or other, tho 
znſtead of that the Phyſician has deſery/d their ut- 
moſt Favor and Eſteem. NE 
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By what T1 have ſaid, T would not be under. 
food to be ſo far a Predeſtinarian, as to believe 


Peoples Lives are not frequently olong*d by the 


uſe of fit and propeP.Medicins : For if it were not 
ſo, why ſhould the alwiſe Creator have bin at the 
trouble of providing ſuch 4 ve number of Medi- 
cins tn the Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral 
Kingdoms, if he did no: deſign a real ſervice to 
Mankind in diſtreſs ? 

God generally gives a Bleſſing to proper means,and 
as not work Miracles every day. He teaches the 
Plowman to plow his Ground, aid the Seedſman to 
ſow his Seed : but the one inſtead of a Plow muſt 
not uſe a Harrow ; nor the other expet# to reap 
Wheat, if he ſows Barly. So it is in the Prattice 
of Phyſic ; he that expeits ſucceſs in it, muſt firſs 
indeavor to know the Cauſes of Diſeaſes, then to 
uſe fit Remedies, and after that the Event muſt be 
kft to the Almighty. | 

The Plowman may plow his Ground aright, and 
the Seed/man ſow his Seed in dae ſeaſon, and after 
al they may reap wo Crop : ſo the Phyſician may 
bave an exatt knowledg of the Cauſes of Diſeaſes, and 
aſe the moſt fit and proper Medicins, and yet be fru= 
frated in his Aim. Which ought to ſhew us what 
an exatt reliance we __ have on the Bleſſing of 
God in all our Indeavors, without which we are 
like to make but little progreſs in any thing. 

I tread in an unbeaten Path, and therfore can« 
"t ſo happily and eaſily arrive at my Journy's exd, 
«if be hat ſom body or other to have chalk'd out 


my way, 
M 2 I 
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T hope I ſhall not by theſe Indeavors incur the 
diſpleaſure of thoſe Phyſicians who are of a contrary 
Judgment to me, they _ L's at liberty to uſe 
their own Methods, and Alkalious Medicins : For 
tho we att on different Principles, our Ends and 
Deſigns, I hope, are the ſame, which are the Cure 
of Diſeaſes ; and if, after a multitude of Experi- 
meats, I am convinced that Acids are not the Cau- 
ſes of Diſeaſes, but that Alkalies are, and on 
that ſcore induc'd to uſe Acids in all or moſt Diſ» 
tempers, I ſee no reaſon why T ſhould be reproach'd 
for it, fizce T have made no perſonal Refleftions 
P02 &Hy ONE. 

As for the Phyſicians of our own Nation, | 
have the higheſt Value and Eſteem for them, ha- 
ving generally found *em to be Men of greater 
Learning, and to underſtand the Buſineſs of their 
Profeſſion better than moſt of the Phyſicians I have 


met with abroad, 


'Mm 


.( 181 ) 


Som Farther 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Concerning . 


Alkaly and Acid, &c. 


ject till the Publication of my Hiſtory of 

Human Blood; but finding this to be of 

great difficulty, and that a larger num- 
ber of Experiments than I at firſt thought will 
be neceſſary ro make it complete in all its 
Parts, wherby it will be much longer thanT ac 
firſt intended before it appears in the World ; 
[ have therfore thought fit at preſent, 


[ Thought to have ſaid no more on this Sub- 


Firſt, To explain the Terms, or what is 
meant by Alkaly, and what by Acid; of which 
I find very many, whoare not Phyſicians, in a 
creat mealure ignorant. 

Secondly, To explain the Nature of *%em 
more fully and clearly than I have yetdan. 

Thirdly, To anſwer the ObjeQtions raiſed a- 
gainſt ſom particular things in my Eſſay. 


All which Heads I ſhall handle with as much 
Brevity and Perſpicuity as poſſible ; omitting 
the fuller Proſecution of them to my Hiſtory 
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of Human Blood, which ſhall com abroad as 
ſoon as poſſibly I can, bur I doubt it will be 
ſom years firlt, = 

T ſhall make bold to declare, That I have 
not publiſh'd this DoQrin of Alkaly and Acid 
out of a deſign to appear ſingular, or be the 
Head of a FaCtion, bur of mere Compaſſion 
to Mankind, my Pellow-Creatures, whoſe 
deplorable Circumſtanccs under miſtaken Me- 
thods I have long bewail'd, to ſee Phyſic made 
the Scene of Slaughter, and ſo many miſerable 
Mortals (the helpleſs Sick) ſent daily ro their 
Jaſt Homes, as Victims to Error and Igno- 
rance; while the learned Preſcriber jogs on in 
his old miſtaken Alkaliouws Road, not dream. 
ing, as the Wiſe Man ſays, that Death is there, 
and that his Portion (I-mean the Patient?s) is 
with the Worms. 

But to return to my Buſineſs. 


Firſt, I ſhall explain the Terms, or what is 
meant by Alkaly, and what by Acid. 

+ Alkalyderives its Name from the Herb Kah, 
from whoſe Aſhes is extraQted a large quantity 
of Salt, which by the Venetians and others is 
much us'd in making Soap and Glaſs : this Salt 
they call Sl Katy, and by leaving out the S, 
Alkaly, Now the Aſhes of all or moſt Vege- 
tables affording a Salr of the ſame nature with 
that of the Herb Aly, therfore all Lixivid 
Salts are 'equivocally_call'd A/kalies, as well 
as all other things of the ſame _— 
whe- 
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whether manifeſtly Salize or not ; ſuchas Arſ- 
nic, and all the Teſtacea, as Pearl, Coral, 
Crabs Eyes, Oyſter Shells, &c. and all Vrinous 
Spirits and Salrs, ſuch as Spirit and Salt of 
Blood, Urin, Hartshorn, &c. And ſom think, 
that of theſe Alkalics is made the famous 
White Ponder, {o much talk'd of, which kills 
without a Bounce, and murders without mak- 
ing a Noiſe. 

Acid, T ſuppoſe, did firſt derive its name 
from Acaid, an Arabian word for Acetum, Vi- 
negar, which is the moſt common and known 
Acid ; and therfore all things of the ſame raſte 
and nature are Acids : ſuch are the Juices of 
moſt Fruits and Plants in their natural ſtate, 
and unfermented ; tho all fermented Vegeta- 
ble Juices retain ſomthing of their priſtin A- 
cidity, tho not in ſo eminent a degree. Bur 
every body knows that termented Juices, ſuch 
as all forts of Wine, Ale, Beer, cc. let *em 
be preſerv'd with never ſo much care, will at 
laſt return to their former ſtate of Acidity. 
All Metallize Sulphurs are to be rang'd among 
Acids,-being nothing but a Congeltion of A- 
cid Particles. I may likewiſe without pre- 


' ſumtion reckon all ſorts of Balſams, and Pin- 


guedinous and Oleaginons Subſtances, among the 
number of Acids; becauſe in the moſt bare 
and ſimple Diſtillation they afford large quan- 
tities of Acid Subſtances, but nothing Alka- 
lious. Bread alſo, that is not without reaſon 
accouned the S:aff of Life, affords by Diſtilla- 
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tion a large quantity of ar: Acid Subſtance, 
which is no deſpicable Merruum. Sugar, 
which tho in its taſte it ſeems robe nothing 
leſs than an Acid, yet by a Philoſophical Ma- 
nagement appears to be nothing el{z but a Con- 
geſtion of Acid Particles. 

Thus for the preſent I think I have given a 
ſufficient account of what I mean by Alkaly, 
and what by Acid; and allv what things are 
to be accounted Alkalies, and what Acids. 

There are ſom things which ſecm to be of 
a mixt nature between Alkaly and Acid, which 
we call Neutrals, Now thuſe of this Tribe, 
which afford a far greater quautiry of Acid 
Subſtances than Alkalious ones, I ſtick nor to 
call Acids, becauſe the Acid predominates ; 
and thoſe that zford a far greater quantitv of 
Alkalious than Acid Subſtances, I call 4!lalres : 
Tho in a ſtriter ſenſe they deſerve rather to 
be called cither Sub- Acid Alkalies, or Sub-Alka- 
lia Acids, according as cltther the one or the 0- 
ther predominates. 


F ſhall now procede to the ſecond thing, 
which is, to explain the Nature of Alkalies 
and Acids more fully and clearly than I have 
yet don. 

For the right performance of which, I ſhall 
compare the Operation of them upon Human 
ah both 1nternally and externally ap- 
pied. 
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I ſhall begin with Sal Kaly, which is the 
Standard of Alkalies, and compare that with 
Vinegar, the Standard of Acids. 

Sal Kaly, and fo all Lixivious Vegetable 
Salts, as Salt of Wormwood, &:. being ap- 
plied outwardly to the bare Skin, ſcorches and 
btrns it, as if a red hor Iron was aQtually ap- 
plied to it, cauſing an Eſcar, which falling off, 
an Ulcer follows: Nay, ther is ſcarce any 0- 
ther Cauſtic uſed, than a Lixivium of Sal Kxly, 
which is what the Chirurgeons call Capital 
or Strong Soep Lees, evaporated to Drineſs. 
The ſame taken inwardly, without being 
greatly dilured by ſom Aqueous Vehicle, 1n 
moſt -people _ cauſes enormous Vomitings, 
which I my ſelf have formerly experienced ; 
and tho never ſo much diluted, if it excites 
not Vomitings, yer rarely fails of depraving, 
palling, or totally deſtroying the Appetite : 
Beſides, being conveyed into the Blood, by 
breaking its Globules, and ſpoiling its Texture, 
it cauſes either Scorbures, Rheumatiſms, Sci- 
aticas, Conſumtions, Gouts, Palſies, or ſum 
other of the fatal Tribe of Chronical Diſeaſes. 

Now I have ſhewn what Sal Kaly, and the 
reſt of the Tribe of Vegetable Lixivious Salts 
will do; let us next ſee what effeRs even com- 
mon plain Vinegar, which is the ſtandard of. 
Acids, will have, being externally and in- 
ternally us'd. 

It is well known that Vinegar externally 
applied, is of extraordinary uſe in many _ 
— (9 
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of Inflammations, eſpecially in an Eriſpelas, 
or Sr. Anthony's Fire. Clothes being dip'd in 
it, and applicd to the Forehead and Temples, 
to the Wrilts, the Stomach, and BoFtoms of 
the Fe +, I have expcrienced to be of ſingular 
uſe in tvm very buruing Fevers: I have like- 
wiſe (befure I found out a more certain Rc- 
medy) us'd it with great ſucceſs in yiolent 
Bleedings at ' © Nuſe, by dipping a Spunge in 
ood ſtrong Vinegar, and applying it to the 
...:tunm, 1havealſo known it with good ſuc- 
Cc: +:»& by poor people in ſtinking old Ulcers. 
Fivin all which it appears, that being exter- 
naily applicd, *tis no Cauſtic, and will make 
no Ulcer, but on the contrary, will cure Ul- 
cers, eaſe Pain, &c. [Nay, 1n Scorbutic and 
Rheumatic Pains, there is ſcarce a better 
Medicin, eſpecially if impregnated with A- 
romatics, and the parts well bath'd with the 
{ſame Morning and Evening. This I have of 
late often us'd to the no ſmall relief of People 
in great diſtreſs. ] 

Now wehave ſcen ſom of its good EfeQs, 
being externally applied ; let's ſee what it will 
do, internally taken. 

Firſt I ſhall mention an Account given of it 
by the Ingenious Dr. Bayzard : He ſays be 
* wascall'd in to a Perſon who had a total Sup- 

preſſion of Urin, under which he had labor'd 
a conſiderable time, and that ſeveral things 
had in vain bin given him ; he immediatly 
gave him a large Draught of Vinegar, _ 
00N 


) 
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| 
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ſoon made him piſs freely ; and by repeating 
it two or three times, he was perfeQly freed 
of his Indiſpoſition. The DoQtor has given 
an account of this in one of the Philoſophical 
TranſaQtions; but I have not read it, nor have 
I time at preſent to look over thoſe Papers. I 
think alſo he told me, that he did the ſame 
thing with it two or three times. He like- 
wiſe gave me Inſtances of many Perſons in moſt 
violent Fevers, who have bin preſently curd 
by drinking large Draughts of Atterpool Wa- 
ter well acidulated. 

I am alſo credibly inform'd, That Dr. Bext- 
ly, a late famous Phyſician in Cheſhire, who 
lived to almoſt a hundred Years, had ſuch 
wonderful Succeſs in Fevers, that he got the 
Name of the Fever-DoCtor, and that his Me- 
dicin was nothing but the DecoQtion of a cer- 
tain Herb well acidulated with the Spirit of—— 
a _ Acid, which I am obliged not to re- 
veal. 

A worthy Lady, whoſe Name I muſt not 
mention, has aſſur*d me, that ſhe has brought 
in the uſe of Vinegar, or Verjuice Poflet- 
drink, in the Small-Pox, among her poor 
Neighbors in the Country where ſhe lives; 
and where that has bin us'd from the begin- 
ning, ſhe has ſcarce obſerv*d any one to die, 
or be disfigured; which agrees with what 
I obſervein my Eſſay, p. 08, 

I have likewiſe often remark'd, that three or 
four Spoonfuls of it will unmediatly check _- 
mo 
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moſt violent Vomitings, occaſion'd by the tak- 
ing of ſom harſh Antimonia! Medicins. 

A great many other good qualities has ſimple 
Vinegar internally and externally applicd 
(beſides its being a good Menſtruum) which I 
think not fit here toenumerar. . 

Som time ſince meeting with a Treatiſe of 
the Plague, written by one Kzmp a Maſter of 
Arts (1a all appearance a judicious honeſt 
Man) and finding in ir a large Encomium of 
Vinegar, I could not forbear inſerting it in this 
place. I ſhall not tranſcribe all he ſays of it, 
by reaſon it would take up too much room, 
but only what is moſt material. 

*In the Works of ſeveral Phyſicians (fays 
Mr. Kzmp) © there is often mention made of 
* taking Vinegar, as it were by the by, ina 
© ſmall inconſiderable quantity, not for its own 
* fake, but with other Medicins, as if it were 
* only to help them down the better, and make 
* them palatable : they will tell you that Vine- 
* par is good with Cucumbers, and gives a 
© pleaſing reliſh to a Saller ; wheras in truth 
© neither the one nor the other are good with- 
© out the Vinegar ; it is not only wholſom in it 
* ſelf, but alſo makes other things ſo, and 
© takes away their Hurtfulneſs. When you 
* ſpeak of this ſingular Liquor, away with 
© cold Commendations, which argue rather 
© a willingacſs to diſpraiſe, than a readineſs to 
* commend: If it did whet ones Wit as 
* much as ſharpen ones Stomach, there could 
*nothing 
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* nothing dull or flat be ſpoken of it. Ir is 
* Food and Phyſic, Meat and Medicin, Drink 
*and Julep, Codial and Antidote. Did you 
* formerly taſte it but as common Sauce ? Do 
* younoweat it asacommon Remedy. When 
*you are well, it is a Preſervative from Sick- 
* neſs; when you are ſick, it is a Reſtorative 
*to Health. *Tis like Apparel, which you 
*. put on, not only for Comlineſs to hide Shame, 
* but alſo for Warmth to keep out Cold. *Tis 
*like the Swords which the Gallants wear, 
* not only for Ornament when they walk, bur 
* alſo for Defence, to fright a Thief when they 
* travel, and flay an Enemy when they fighr. 
**Tis Reliſh for Sauce, *cis Sauce for Meat, 
©*ris Medicin for Diſcaſes, *cis Cordial for the 
* Heart ; and not only a Cordial for the Spi- 
*rits, but an Antidote againſt Poiſon ; nor 
* only an Antidote againſt Poiſon, but againſt 
* the Plague, the chief of Poiſons : So Vine- , 
* gar isthe chief of Antidotes, as the Sword is 
* the King of Weapons. 

*If you conſider the Plague as ariſing from 
* the Corruption of the Humors (as indeed it 
*15 the ſupreme and higheſt degree of Putre- 
* faction) you may alſo take notice that no- 
* thing reſiſts it more.  *Tis Vinegar that 
* keeps Fiſh, as Salmon, Oiſters, and the 
*like (which otherwiſe would foon cor- 
*rupt) from Rottenneſs and Stinking: and 
*if ic would not do fo much for Fleſh, 
*why has it bia ſo much uſed for em- 
* balming 
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* balming dead Corps? Nay it not only pre- 
* ſerves, but recovers Fleſh from Corruption. 
© Roaſt ſtinking Meat, and baſte it with Vine- 
© oar, and it ſhall neither offend your Noſe nor 
© Palat. 

* If you conſider the Plague as a Poiſon, Vis- 
© negar isan Antidote againit it. Hence *cis 
* that Phyſicians,to ſupprels and take away the 
* firy Venom of Spurge, Lavrel, Mezercon, 
* and other Plants, ſteepthem in Vinegar, and 
* ſo give them ſafely to their Patients ; wher- 
* as otherwiſe they would kill, and be a worſe 
© Remedy than the Diſeaſe. Som have bin 
© choakt by eating poiſon'd Muſhrooms ; bur 
* had they taken a Draught of Vinegar, they 
© had bin out of danger. Dioſcorides tells you 
*it reſiſts all Poiſons hot aad cold ; and Celſzus 
* faith it is the moſt effeCtual Remedy againſt 
*them; and tells of one poiſon'd by the Sting 
* of an Aſp, who being at a place where there 
* was no Liquor, and not able to go to another 
© where any might be had, by chance found a 
* Flagon of Vinegar, which he drank off, 
* andpreſently recover'd. 

* Has the Plague taken away your Stomach ? 
* Vinegar will ſtir it up, and get you an Ap- 
© petit to your Meat. Is your Throat ſcorchr, 
* your Tongue black and chopr, and your 
* Mouth fore? Any ordinary Nurſe will tell 
© you the Virtue of Vinegar, to make a Gar- 
* gariſm, and waſh it. Are you like to be 
* choakt with Phlegm.? Syrup of Vigegar is 

| a 
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* 2 common Medicin to cut it. Is your Brain 
* loaden with Vapors, that You are like one in 
* a Lethargy or dead Sleep ? Let ſom Vinegar 
© on a hot Iron be ſmoakt under your Noſe, 
* and it preſently makes you awake. Are you 
*pain'd in the Head, and troubled with tedi- 
* ous Watching ? Wet a Role Cake or Clorh 
*in Vinegar, and lay Jit to your Temples, 
_ you may go to ſleep, and take your 
* reſt. 

At laſt he thus concludes. © Tis for the Vir- 
*tue of Vinegar that I wrote this Book. I 
* would be loth to preſent you with a Glow- 
*worm inſtead of a Diamond ; or put a Bul- 
* ruſh inſtead of a Spear into your Hand, 
*when you are to fight with. ſuch an E- 
*nemy. Tmagin well, and thiok highly of 
* this Medicin. I value my own Lite as 
- * much as another dos his: I had rather 
© take Vinegar alone than many other, nay 
© than any other ſingle Medicin without it. 
© Deſpiſe it not, becauſe caſy to be had ; nei- 
© ther let it be contemned, becauſe familiar. 
© It is the more excellent, becauſe common ; 
* the more precious, becauſe cheap : the Vir- 
*tues of it are ſo many, that they will hardly 
©be believed ; and therfore the greater, becauſe 
* incredible. 

This plain Medicin cannot be ſufficiently 
recommended for the uſe of poor People, e- 
ſpecially in inflammatory Diſeaſes, in moſt of 
which it has ſcarce a fellow ; for which _ I 
ave 
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have tranſcrib'd yyhat this honeſt Man has 
{aid about it. 

The next-thing I ſhall do, will be to com- 
pare Arſnic, as the higheſt and moſt exalted 
Alkaly, with Oil of YVirrzol, the moſt exalted 
Acid. 

As for the external uſe of Arſnic, I know 
nothing of ir experimentally ; but it being of 
pernicious conſequence internally taken, L 
ſuppoſe it can have no friendly operation ex- 
ternally applied. 

Internally taken, it cauſes the moſt enor- 
mous Vomitings and Convulſions of the Sto« 
mach, cold Sweats, Palpirati6ns of the Heart, 
Swoonings, moſt violent Thirſt ; and in gene- 
ral, ſeems to be a dire Enemy to Life, 
which in a ſhort time it fails not to deſtroy. 
All which eftets it will undoubtedly have, 
given in never fo ſmall a quantity. And all 
thoſe who have bin ſo vain as to pretend to 
correct the poiſonous, venomous Quality of 
Arſnic, \o as to convert it into a good and fafe 
Medicin, have attemted it only by the means 
of Acid Salts, ſuch as Sea-Salt, Nitre, Tartar, 
Vitr,,!, &c. wherin I caunot tell whether any 
has ye: binſo happy as to ſuccede. 

To prove Arſpic an Alkaly, and as ſuch the 
Caule of thoſe dreadfal Symroms that attend 
ſuch as are ſo unhappy as to take it, I ſhall in- 
ſert a Relation I had from Mr. Payne an Apo- 
thecary ot Brentford, on Saturday, Feb. 16. 9:5, 
which is as follows- 
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A young Woman of Brextford having taken 
a very largequantity of Arſnic (as he told me, 
an Ounce) was immediatly attended with the 
moſt violent Symtoms imaginable ; on which 
'Dr. Morris was called in, who gave her large 
Quantities of Sallet Oil, the uſual Remedy, 
without the leaſt abating the 3ymtoms : Up- 
on which he order'd them to procure a large 
quanticy of Lemons, and co pre!s the Juice out 
of them ; of which he pleatifully gave her, 
which ſoon took off thoſe imminent and dire- 
ful Symtoms chat inevitably threatned Death ; 
tho the Operation of the Acid might be ſom- 
what impeded thro the quantity of Oil ſhe had 
taken before. 

Put ro return tomy Buſineſs, which is to ſee 
what are the effets of Oil of Vitriol. 

I confe's the Acid Particles of this Oil are 
{0 concentratcd, as to make it unfit to be exter- 
nally or internally applied of ic ſelf ; bur being 
diluted in a proper Vehicle, is a Medicin ſe- 
cond to none that I know of. A few Dropsin 
Canary given to the. youngeſt Children trou- 
bled with Worms, ſeldom or never fail of hav- 
iag the deſir'd effet. Ir being mix'd with 
Hony cf Roſes, is one of the beſt Medicins 
perhavs known for the S:urvy in the Gums, 
breeding Fleſh where it is wanting, and faſten- 
ing the Teeth, Being mix'd with Spring- 
water and Brandy, of each equal parts, to a 
moderat Acidity, it is no deſpicable Medicin, 
giving caſe ia the moſt tormeating Pains - 

the 
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the Gout, the Part being fomented with it 
night and mornidg. TI may be almoſt poſitive, 
that the Medicin us'd by the ingenious Swiſ; 
Gentlemen who now reſide in this City, and 
are becom ſo deſervedly famous, is nothing 
but a mixture of Oil of Vitriol with a Certain 
Oleaginous Body in due proportion. This 
Medicin rarely faiis giving immediat Eaſe in 
the moſt torturing Pains of the Gour, Which 
confirms what I have ſaid in my Eſſay of the 
Gout, where TI aſſert, that it is not from any 
Acidity in the Blocd that the Gout is occalion'd, 
but from Particles of a quite contrary nature, 
wiz, Alkalious ones ; as evidently appears by 
analyzing the chalky Subſtance contain'd in the 
Nodes. 

In my Tract of the Gout T have given an ac- 
count of the Preparation of the foreſaid Re- 
medy, which is a very wonderful one, tho its 
Preparatioh be moſt caſy. 

A beticr general Mcdicin than Oil of Vitri 
cl 15 {carce known in molt continu'd Fevers; 
any {mall Liquors, as Barly water, ſmall Beer, 
&c. being well impregnated» with it, and 
drank 1. cely. 

I took ſom pains to tranſcribe what Mr. 
Rymp in his Treatile of the Peſtilence has ſaid 
concerniag the Virtues of Vinegar : Oil of 
Vitriol being another of his Fayorit Remedies 
1m the cure of that worſt of Diſtempers, 1 
ſhall alſo trouble you with a little of what he 
lays concerning it. 

© Take 
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* Take ſom Spring-water, and put it intoa 
* freſh Glaſs, and drop ſom Oil of V;trriol cr 
* Sulphur into ic to make it ſharp; then ſweet- 
*en it wich Sugar, and drink ir, both as a 
* Preſervative againſt a Fever or the Plague, 
*and as a Medicin and Julep ia time of Sick- 
*neſs: and let me «11 you, plain Spring-wa- 
*ter, and Oil of YV:itriol or Brimſtone, is a 
* bettcr Julep in thc Plague, peſtilent, ma» 
*Iigaant, and other lurning Vevers, than al- 
* molt any other diftii'd Water withour ir. 

* Note, Ir isa vain and ſcrupulous Error to 
*take, when you are dry and burning hot, bur 
"two or three Spoonfuls of Julep at a time. I 
*never denicd my Patients Drink in the Hear 
* of a Fever, but let *em drink Julep as much 
*as they pleaſe; for a little Julepdos bur little 
* good, and rather increaſes the Heat : as the 
* pouring a little Water upon a Smith's Fire 
* makes it flame the more, and burn the hot» 
"ter; wheras a great deal dosquite extinguiſh 


*and pur it our, 


* And becauſe this Oil of YVizrio! is ſo ex- 
*cellent and ulctul a Remedy mixt with Wa- 
*ter, in this and all hot Dilcaſes I ſhould ad- 
*viſe every ingenious Perſon rhar lives 1a the 
* Country never cobe withour it. 

*'Thele Oils you muſt underſtand cannct be 
*taken by themſelves, but with Spring or di- 
*ſtiPd Waters; and you muſt be careful of 
* ſpilling any Drop on your Clothes, for it will 
«Fer and make a hole in them. Now if you 
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*reſuſe to meddle with them for fear of receiv- 
* ing any hurt, you may as well do fo by Fire, 
* which you muſt not ſit by, left a Spark light 
© on.ycur Apron ; neither muſt Men take To- 
* bacco for fear of burning their Faces: And 
* yet I muſttel! you, it is better to have a Spot 
* on your Gown, or a Hole in your Clothes, 
* which the negligent ſlabbering of -it may oc- 
* caſion, than a Purple in your Skin, or a Botch 
* or Carbuanele in your Fleſh, which the dil- 
Ccrcre raking it will hinder, 

* Mindcrarus in his Book of the Peſtilence, 
* where he treats of Oil of Yztriol and Brim- 
© ftone (which are much 'the ſame) faith, 
* There is no PurrefaQtion whole Strength it 
* dos not break, no InfeQion it dos not over- 
* com, no depravation 'of Himors which it 
* dos not retifty; Intruth, might 1 ſpeak tree- 
* iv, 1 I ſhould be Lindied or forbid the uſe of 
© (11 of Vitriol, I would never com to the 
* Cure of the [:zguec; or it I dic, I ſhould 
* com difarim'd. 

Mr. Kemp wrote his Book of the Plague for 
the buzctit of the Poor, in the Year 1665, 
when that dreadiul Diſtemper rag'd in this 
Ciry. | 

The following Mixture is a noble Medicin 
117 that paintul Diſtemper, the Stone in the 
Kiducys. 


Take of Oil of Bitter-Almonas one Ounce, Oil 
of Vicriol t:wo Drams, Oil of Saſſafras « 
Seruplie; 
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Scruple ; mix them wery well: then add 
Spirit of Wine reitified three Ounces ;, di- 
geſt two or three days in a gen:lg heat. The 
Doſe is a ſmall Sweetmeat Spoor ful in Old 
Hock, or 1s «ſion of Juniper: Berries, once 
in four hours during the Parox'ſm. 

Given for a Month or fix Weeks rj” in the 
Morning, and-laſt at Night, in 423 Laf {118 
of Lavenaer Flowers, it is aint aan1r ale 
Medicin is Epiicplics. 


T could mention many caſes more in which 
this Medicin is of ſingular uſe; but in £ do» 
ing 41 ſhould roo much ſwell this Appendix, 

I ſhall next compare the Teftacea, luck as 
Pearl, Coral, Crabs Eyes, 8c. wit! natural 
Balſams and Gums, ſuch as Balm of Gilead, [o- 
lu, Peru, &c. Gum Ammoaiacum, Galbinum, 
&C, | 

As for Pearl, Coral, and Crabs Eyes, I know 
no ule they are of at all externally applied ; 
and being internally taken, no body that I 
know pretends they arc vicful any further 
than to abſorb rhe Acidity of the Stomach, 
where people labor under any Indifpoſition at- 
tended with an Acidity there. Bur they are 
ſo far:'from being uſetul in that caſe, that I 
{carce ever'knew *em ſo: And in any other 
caſe they have not the leaſt ſhew of being uſe- 
ful, but frequently do a great deal of milchief, 
as I have obſerv'd in my Eſſay on the Small- 
Pox, &«. 
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Here let me mention a ſhort Cale relatcd t9 
me by Dr. Beynard, pertinent to this place, 

A Merchancs Wife of ſom Eminence in 
Briſtol, laboring under a decay'd Stomach, 
was reduc'd to ſuch Wcilinels, as ſhe was nor 
able to go, and vomired all ſhe took : Her 
Phy ficians ſuppoſing her Blood abounded with 
Acids, had loaded her weak Stomach with the 
whole Retinue of the Alkalious Kingdom, 
keeping their old Circle from the Teſtacea 19 
the Volatil Alkalies, and from thence to the 
Teſtacea again ; bur at laſt ſhe was perfeQly 
cur'd with a few Doſes of the Gas Sulphuris 
eiven in the Bath Waters cold, twice or thrice 
a day. 

r 4 for Balſams, ſhould I pretend to deſcribe 
their Excellences, it would be more fit for a 
large Volume, than to have any room in the 
Appendix toa ſmall Efſay. What a noble Me- 
dicin is Balm of Gilead in many. caſes? The 
Excellency of which is ſuch, that God by the 
mouth of an inſpired Writer, in way of allu- 
fron, when his people were in a calamitous 
Condition, cries out, 1s there no Balm in Gi- 
lead ? Are there no Phyſicians there (to apply 
it) ? Why then is not the Wound of the Daugh- 
ter of my People healed ? What a noble Remedy 
is Ammoniacum in the moit deplorable Aſtma's? * 
the Spirit diſtiPd from which, with an equal 
quantity of Yeraigreaſe, 19 a naked Fire, I be- 
lieve to be as rarea Medicin as ever was us'd ; 
nay, all the Gums and Balfz..;; ireed from their 
Ramous 
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Ramous Viſcous parts by Diſtillation, ke- 
com much better Medicins than when in their 
natural ſtate. 

T ſhall fay no more of Bialſams, for fear of 
outrunning my bounds ; bur procede to anſwer 
the Objections rais'd againſt what I have ſaid 
in ſom parts of my Eflay. 


ObjefF. 1. You ſay that the Scurvy is occaſi- 
on*d by too great a quantity of Alkalious Par- 
ticles in the Blood, and 1s only curd by Acids, 
If fo, how coms it that thoſe who live on no- 
thing almoſt but highly-ſalted Mcat, are more 
troubled with the Scurvy thin others, when 
you own Sea-Salt to bean Acid ? 

Anſw. Town that Seamen, and ſuch as dwell 
by ' the Sea-lide in Marſhy Grounds, who for 
'the moſt part live on Sait Meat and Fiſh, are 
more troubled with the Scurvy than others. 
But this procedes not from their eating a larger 
quantity of Salt, but from eating more Fleſh 
and Fiſh than others do, which abound with 
Alkalious Particles, and from the moiſtneſs of 
the Air about *em, which hinders their free 
Perſpiration. As for the Sea-Salt, which is in 
great quantities mix'd with their Food, that 15 
all or moſt of it ſoon carried off by Urin, and 
with it ſom of the Alkaly too, which therby 
framesan Armoniac Salt, with whichit is well 
known the Uria of ſuch Perſons abounds. 
Now what we call Sal Armoniac, is only a 
mixture of Yolatil Alkaly and Sea-Salt. Bur 
N 4 the 
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the Pores being ſhut by reaſon of the moiſture 
Of the Ambient Air, the Volatil Alkaly which 
ſhould be diſcharg'd either by inſenfible Tran- 
ſpiration or Sweating, being pent 'in, cauſes 
all the Symroms complain'd of by thoſe Per- 
ſons. To confirm which, jt is well known 
that Seamen at Sea, or thoſe who live 1n Mar- 
ſhy Grounds, can ſcarce be made to ſweat by 
the moſt violent Labor. Now all who have 
bin ſo curious as to taſte Swear, know very 
well ic has an Alkalious and not an Acid Taſte: 
ſo that Sweating, or free Tranſpiration being 
hindred, the Blood mult ncceflarily abound 
with roo great a quantity of Alkalious Par- 
ticles 3 ail choſe rhat ſhould have bin diſcharg'd 
by the cutaneous Glands being kept in it. And 
{»I hope this ObjeQion is anſwered. 


Objef. 2. Tn your Eſſay, p. 138. you allow 
that Acids in ſom Diſtempers do exorbitantly 
zbound in the Stomach : Now how coms it, 
witen there 1s fo great a quantity of Acid in 
che Stomach, that the Blood and other Juices 
hould be deſtitute of Acidity ; there being 
no other way to convey any thing into the 
Blood or Juices, but thro the Stomach ; agd 
tizerſure with whatever the S:omach abounds, 
cne world titink it muſt neceſſarily be imparted 
to the Blood and other Juices ? 

Aaſw. | have before obſcry'd, Now. Lum. 
Cyr. p-14,15., That there 15no innat Ferment 
12 the Stomach, but that the Merſtruam us'd 
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to diſſolve our Food, and turn it into a nu+ 
tritious Juice, is the Liquor that by chewing 
our Meat is ({queez'd out of the Glands of the 
Mouth and parts adjacent, which by nume- 
rous Experiments appears to be an Acid. 
Nay, all or moſt of the noble Meyfruums I 
know, either in the Arimal, Vegetable, or 
Mineral Kingdoms, are Acids. Now the 
Food being convey'd into the Stomach, and 
mix'd with the Volatil Acid Liquor of the 
Glands of the Mouth, is by means of the 
fame diſſol\?d, and turn'd into a Subſtance fit 
for the Nutrition of our Bodies; a. ſtate of 
Health ſuppos'd. 

It is well known, that few are troubled 
wich an Acidity in their S:omachs, but thoſe 
who uſe very little exerciſe, or whoſe Buſineſs 
diſpoſes *em to a Sedentary Life; and by this 
means the Chyle when made, - for want of Mo» 
tion and Exerciſe (the Fibers of the Sromach 
alſo having loſt their Tone, and becom lax) is 
not ſoon enough carried out of the Stomach ; 
and lying there too long, the greateſt part of 
it is turn'd into a Subſtance like the Ferment 
which at firſt diffolv'd it. All who know 
the. nature of Ferments, will readily agree 
with me in this, That it is natural to *em 
to indeavor the Change of thoſe things they 
are mix*d with into their own nature, 


| Obje. 3. But ſom will ſay, We can agree 
in what you have faid hitherto ; but how will 
you 
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you clear your ſelf of your owa ſeeming Ol; 
je&tion, That this Acid Subſtance ſhall þs 
kept from being convey'd into the Blood, ahd 
{o being the only Cauſe of many-Diſeaſes / 

Anſw. T have always obſerved, That thoſk 
who complain of an extraordinary Acidipy in 
their Stomach, Co 

Firſt, Make Water often, and in large quan- 
tIt1Cs. 

Secondly, They are very Lean. And 

Thirdly, They are for the moſt part very 
Coſtive. 

All which Symtoms I ſhall indeavor to 
prove are occaſion'd for want of the Acid Sub- 
ſtance in the Stomach being convey*'d into th: 
Flood. 

As for the fi ſt Head, Why people who com- 
plain of an Acidity in their Sromachs, make 
more Water than thoſe who are deſtitute of 
it ; the ReaſonI judg to be as follows : * 

The ſolid Food they eat, inftead of being 
converted into that viſcid, white Liquor, we 
call Chyle only, by means of too great a quan- 
tity of Acid, 1s over attenuated, and convert- 
ed into a thin lunpid Subſtance, and that in a 
ſhort time; which Subſtance, by means of 
the Liver prefling on the Stomach inſtead of 
paſſing into the ſmall Guts thro the Pylorwe, is 
{queez'd into certain Veſſels that paſs from the 
bottom of the: Stomach to the Kidnys, and 
ſo is carriedoff by Urin, - 


To 
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To prove there are ſuch Veſſels as paſs im- 
mediatly from the bottom of the Sromac!) 
to the Kidni's, T ſhall tranſcribe a Patluir: 
of Dolew's Encyclopedia Med. pag. 359, 360. 
ſpeaking of the parts atfeQted in the Droply. 

*I ſuppoſe (ſays he) that Liquid Subſtances 
* may be convey'd from the Stomach thro thc 
© Omentum or Cawl, to the Kidnys ; heace i: 
* is thoſe Animals, who have no Cawl, make 
* no Water, as may be ſeen 11 Birds and Fiſhes. 
© To confirm which Opinion, I have difſeCted 
* many Animals, always taking care betore the 
* Operarion co gorge them with large quan- 
© tities of clear Water-; and aftcru ards have 
© diſſeted them alive: I have found the S:0- 
© mach as yet diſtended with the Water ; but 
© I pres'd the Veſſels of the Cawl leading to- 
* wards the Stomach, which being coverd 0- 
* ver with Fat like the Milky Veins, were, to 
* my no little ſatisfaQtion, very turgi-: : Aud 
© foraſmuch*as in a living Body the t--res of 
* the Stomach and other Paſſages are always 
* more open than in dead ones, where all things 
© areflaggy,and fall rogether, rherfore the ſaid 
© Tranſmeation is nOtat all tobe wonde1'd at : 
* And, which is worth taking notice of, in thoſe 
© Hydropical PeopleT have open'd,T havealways 
* found the Cawl either purrid, corn, or full 


' *of Tumors. The following Experiment has 


* alſo much confirm'd me in my Opinion, viz. 
© That there are Veſſels ro cgnvey liquid Sub- 
* ſtances from the Sromach, thro the Yeſlels of 

*. 
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*the Cawl, to the Kidnys. Not long ſince an 
*expericnc'd Herniotomiſt, or Cutter of Rup- 
* tures, of Hanover, whoſe Name was Wed- 
* ling, by Section cur'd a cerrain Perſon of an 
* O:ental Rupture; and becauſe a part of the 
*Cawl was alſo cut away, the Patient who is 
* yet alive, dos greatly complain ofa difficulty 
*jn making Water ; and if at any rime he 
* drinks any large quantity, he perceives a 
*orear Weight and Pain about his Stomach, 
© and is always looſe: licence, in my conjeQture, 
* ſom Veſſels which carry the Urin right on 
*to the Emulgents, were cur, by which 


© means all {ic drank was cariicd into the Dos. 


* denum, and {o hinders the Fermentation there 
* perform'd, and makes all the Fibers lax. 
*From all which may be prov'd, that all we 
© drink, and of conlecquence all other Subſtan- 
* ces made very I1quid in the Stomach, do not 
* paſs thro the Iniw/!ins ro the Lattcal Veins, 
* ard tnence thro rlic '{horachic Dutt to the 
© Heart, becauſc the Pylorus 15 reflex to the 
* Stomach, lcit the liquid Subſtances con- 
© tain'd in it ſhould ſlide our, Tr is thertore cer- 
©rain that liquid Subftances lying at the bot- 
*rem of rhe Stomaci), pals thro it 1n that part 
* join?d to the Cawl: and if theſe. Veſſels, or 
© the Cawl itſelf, arecither lacerated, . broken, 
© putrified, or obitrutted with Oedematons Tu- 
*mors, it neceſſarily follows that the liquid 
* Subſtances in the Stomach muſt be ler fall 
* into the Cavity of the Abdomen, and fo a 
Drop- 
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* Droply is cauſed. But being free from any 
* ſuch diſorder, liquid Subſtances muſt freely 
* paſs thro them to the Kidnys, and fo to the 
* Bladder. TI could cire other Authorities be- 
ſides my own Obſervations, as Sir George 
Ent, Charlton Waldſmiedght, 8&c, but this one 
I think is ſufficient. 

From this Do&rin may very great Conſo- 
lation be afforded to People laboring under the 
Stone in the Kidnys and Bladder ; and indu- 
{trious Phylictans need not deſpair of finding 
out ſuch Medicias as will diilolve or break ro 
pieces Stones C .ntained 1a either of thoſe parts. 
Oae great reaſon I believe that has hindred 
Perſons from making diligent ſearch after ſuch 
Medicins, has bin a ſnprofition that ſcarce 
any Medicin could retain its Virtue, but muſt 
be in great meaſure, or alcogether deſtroy d by 
the many. Alterations it muſt undergo, ac- 
cording to the ordinary Laws of Circulation ; 
but were they fully ſatisfied (as there is no 
reaſon to the contrary) of this nearer Cur, I 
ſuppoſe people would not think the diſſolving 
Stones in the Kidnys and Bladder fo difficult a 
Task as it has hitherto bin thought to be. 

[I have known ſeveral that have long la- 
bor'd under the Stone in the Kidnys, who 
by taking ſuch a quantity of Cremor Tartar 
and well acidulated Tartarum Vitriolatum every 
Morning in a Diſh of Water-gruel for 3 or 4 
Months together, as would juſt keep them 
lax, and drinking fifteen or twenty Drops of 
dul- 
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dulcified Spirit of Salt two or three times a 
day inany convenient Vehicle, to have bin per- 
fely freed from a!l t!:eir troubleſom Symtoms.) 

To prove the Exiſtence of tie foreſaid Pal- 
ſages for fluid Subſtances from the Stomach, 
thro the Veſſels of the Cawl, to the Kidnys, 
and that Medicins may paſs unaltetd to the 
Kidnys and Bladder, I ſhall inſert two Caſes, 

One Mr. Bradford, an eminent Tradeſman 
of Worceſter, {cntto me one Afternoon, deſir- 
ing me to make all poſſible haſte, for that he 
was on the Rack: When I came, I found 
him in a moſt dreadful condicion, he not ha- 
vias made Water two dats, and ſuch an in- 
to/crable Pain in his Back, that he was not able 
ro ſupport himſelt under it. I preſently gave 
him ſom Medicins, ordering him to take them 
1: large quantities once in half an hour. In an 
hcur and half at fartheſt, he ſent to a-quaint 
me that he was well, and at caſe, having piſt 
rwo large Chamberpots full, which held at 
leaſt two Querts apicce ; and in the firſt Por 
above two large Spoonfuls of ſmall pieces of 
broken Stones, He hc; bin ſeveral times ſince, 
thro hard drinking,under the ſame Circumitan- 
ces ; and taking the ſame Medicins, has found 
iminediat reiief, Now had theſe Medicins bin 
convey'd from the Stomach to the ſmall Guts, 
and thence by the LaCteal Veſſels to the com- 
mon Receptacle of rhe Chyle in the Meſente- 
rv. and ſoon to rhe Blood, and from thence 
bin ſeparated by degrees in the Kidnys, as iz 
Is 
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is brou2ht there by the Emulgent Arteries, it 
had bin alrogerther impoſſible the Effet could 
have bin {» ſudden, and the Medicins not 
ercatly alter*d, or totally deſtroy'd, by the 
niacy changes they muſt have undergon be- 
fore they could com to the part affeted. But 
by the way of which I have bin ſpeaking, the 
Medicins might all of them, without being in 
the leaſt impair'd in their Virtue, be tranſmit- 
ted to the Part affeQted, and fo perform their 
Operations in breaking to pictes the Stone or 
Scones they met with either inthe Kidnys or 
Bladder. 

Mrs. Wheatly, a Glaſter's Wife without 
Smithfield-Bars, had a long time bin afflicted 
with the Stone in the Bladder, and for about 
nine Months h2d confin'd her ſelf to her Cham- 
ber : the Mitery ſhe underwent was ſuch, 
that it made her altogether uncapable of bu- 
ſineſs; and ſhe deſpair'd of ever bcing deli- 
vered, all common means having in vain bin 
us'd : at laſt ſhe was prevail'd with to ſend for 
me. When I came, ſhe gave a lamentable ac- 
count of her Caſe ; and thoT incourag?d her as 
much as poſſible, yet all I could ſay made but 
little tmprefſion upon her : however, ſhe was 
at laſt prevaild to try what I could do. Ibe- 
yan to give her ſom Medicins, which ſhe took 
in large quantitics, and repeated *em once in 
four hours : it was on a Monday morning ſhe 
began ro take them, and on the Wedneſday 
night following T examin'd her Water, and 
found 
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found ſom ſmall ragged Pieces of Stone in it ; 
and taſting the Warer, I could diſcern the Me- 
dicins, which were Salino-ſulphureous ones, 
to be as vigorous altogether, as they were be. 
fore ſhe had taken them, and not, as I could 
diſcern, in the leaſt alter'”? in rheir taſte. On 
Thurſday Morning by five a Clock, ſhe ſent 
her Maid-Servant ro acquaiut me that ſhe was 
deliver'd from her Miſery, and perfealy well, 
About eight a Clock I wenr to viſit her, and 
found a Stone ſNe had voided with little pain; 
the Medicins having aQted upon the Sphiner 
Muſcle of rhe Neck of the Bladder, and fo re- 
lax'd it, as to make it give way for the Stone 
to paſs : "The length of the Stone was an Inch 
and half and halt a quarter; it was three In- 
ches and halt round one way, and two Inches 
and a half another. There were ſom ſmall 
Flaws in it, which were made by thoſe lirtlc 
ragged pizces that came away the Night before, 
which I' found in the Chamberpot. The 
thing was {o extraordinary, that it came to 
the Ears of her late Majeſty, who delird to 
ſee the Stone, which I procur'd for her; and 
the was pleas'd to ſay, That it was the moſt ex- 
traordinary thing ſhe had ever ſeen or heard of, 
ro bebrouzht away without Cutting or Inſtruments. 
He who doubts the Truth of this Relation, 
may yet ſee rhe Stone at Mrs. Wheatly's, who 
carefully preſerves it: The extraordinary Ve- 
racity and Integrity of the Perſon is ſuch, that 
Iam ſure {he would not tell an Untruth to do 
any Man ſervice. I 
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I could give other Inſtances of this nature ; 
but theſe two, I think, are ſufficient, and a 
plain Demonſtration that there are Veſſels 
which carry fluid Subſtances immediatly from 

the Stomach to the Kidnys, without thoſe 
many Circumgyrations that people generally 
imagin ; nay, I queſtion not but ſuddenly to 
make it appear by ocular Demonſtration : 
which if I could not do, yet to people who 
are not mere Sceptics, Demonſtrations deduc'd 
from reiterated Experiments will be ſuffici- 
car, 

As a further confirmation of the Exiſtence 
of theſe Urinary Paſſages, I ſhall preſume to 
add a couple of Relations I had from Dr. Yar- 
borough of Newark 1n Nottingamſbire. 

©I was (lays the Door) ſent for to a 
© Gentleman who liv'd at ſom diſtance from 
© me, and for a conſiderable time had labor'd 
* underan Aſcites, his Abdomen being diſtend» 
* ed prodigiouſly, and having all the Symtoms 
* of atrue Aſcites, The firſt Night I came, I 
* gave him a large Doſe of Tarterum Emetti- 
\ cums (for by the way, common Doſes of E- 
* mettics won't work at all with Hydropical 
© People) and fat by him to ſee it perform its 
* Operation: after I had ſat near two hours, 
* and my Patience almoſt tir'd, he told me he 
* was confident there was a miſtake, agd that 
*I hadgiven him a Cordial inſtead of a Vomit. 
*To which I replied, I was ſure of the contra- 
*ry, that the Medicin was right and good in 

O its 
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© its kind. About half an hour after he called for 
© a Chamberpor ; but inſtead of vomiting, he 
© piſt a quart ortwo, and before the next Night 
© had diſcharg'd all the Water contained in his 
* Abdomen. 

The ſecond Relation was of a Maid who 
was under the ſame Circumſtances with the 
foremention'd Gentleman ; to whom, inſtead 
of Tartarum Emetticum, he gave a large Doſe 
cf Infuſion of Crocrs Metallorum, which had 
the ſame cffeft upon her as the Tartarum Emet- 
ticun had on the Gentleman, 

Theſe Relations were made hefore Dr. Bz;. 
zard and ſeveral other Gentlemen, the truth; 
of which h» did affirm with all the Solemnels 
1m2ginable, 

I contels ar. 4{cites 1s one of the ſtubborneſi 
and r9tt erifficult Diſtempers to be overcom of 
any I know! ay T ſhould be heartily glad, fo; 
th. (il; Of thole miſerable Pcople who arc 
aſficed with ir, that the foremention'd M:- 
thod would aluays heave the ſame ſuccel>; 
whic' Dr. Yarb-r 07h, thro the whole courſe of 
his PraRice, roi fo w itheve, only in the two 
here mention'd. tow wc it ſeems impoſſible 
thar tiitle Perions could have bin fo ſuddenly 
reuey'd, were titere not a more immediat Þ.!- 
ſage tur che Wares in their Abdomens, than by 
the ordinary ways of Circulation thro the 
Blocei-viitcls; and the wafon of Er. Tarten 
(62%. renting thele C. , was to confirm me 

| ::..0 of chole « ::rer Paſſages. [l 
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[In the Months of Avgnſt, September, and 
OXFober of this preſent Year 98. I have hin con- 
cern'd with three Perſons, who had the mil- 
fortune to labor under the foreſaid dreadful 
Diſtemper ; and conſidering that evacuation 
by Urin was the only one that could relieve 
them, and that the Omentum was a part great- 
ly concerned in this matter, and alſo that by 
proper Fomentations it might not be impol- 
ſible to remedy the Diſorders of it, I preſcri- 
bed ſuch as then occurred to my mind, and 
by the repeated uſe of them, togerher with 0- 
ther proper internal Medicins, two of the 
three were made to piſs plentifully, and are 
paſt danger ; and of the third I am not in de- 
ſpair. After further trial, if the ſucceſs con- 
tinues. to anſwer my: expcQation, the Warld 
{hall certainly be fully intorm'd of it. | 

The Learned and Ingeaious Dr. Baynard's 
Account of the ſudden Etftefts of Vinegar be- 
fore-mention'd, in a total ſuppreſſion of Urin, 
isalſoa good Argument to <vince the truth of 
what I have bin here ſpeaking. But to p:o- 
ceed to my ſecond Head, which is, 

That thoſe who abound with an Acidity in 
their Stomachs, are generally very lean, 

To prove which Poſition, will be no dit- 
ficult Task ; for the ſolid Food they eat (an 
generally they have good Appetits) which ai- 
fords moſt Nutrition, bing over-attenuated, 
is therby made capable ct paſſing thro thoſe 
Veſlels I kave before mentiou'd (which I {hall 
() 2 [:SCe 
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preſume to call Urinary Veſſels) the more groſs 
parts only being convey'd to the ſmall Guts ; 
which having but few nutritious Particles in 
them, can afford very little Nouriſhment to 
the parts, which being deſtitute of their u- 
ſual and neceſſary Nouriſhment, Leanneſs of 
conſequence muſt follow. 

A ſufficient Argument to proye that Lean- 
neſs procedes from the want of a ſufficient 
quantity of Acid Subſtances in the Blood, 1s 
this : That Fat is nothing elſe but a Concrete, 
produc'd from the Mixture of the Acid and Oi- 
ly Parts of the Blood. Now the Blood has 
nevcrany Acid 1n it (atleaſt not in abundance) 
but whcn People are in a perfeQ@ ftate of 
Health: and when the Blood is deſtitute of a 
ſutficient quantity of Acid Particles, and a- 
bounds too much with Alkalious ones (which 
argues a morbid ſtare) as it dos in thoſe who 
have too great a quantity of Acid in their Sto- 
machs, which upon experiment any man may 
findto be true, tho at firit ſight;I contels,it looks 
like a Paradox; Iſay, whea the Blood is deſti- 
rute of a ſufficient quantity of Acid Particles 
to coagulat the Oily ones, there can be no freſh 
produQtion of Fat ; and that already generat- 
ed having its Acid Particles mortified by the 
great quantity of Alkalious ones, preſently 
joſes its conliſtence, and is again converted in- 
to a thin Oil, which is ſoon carried off by 
ſom of the EmunQories, there being nothing 
in the Blcod fit for jt to incorporat or mix 
with: 
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. with : and when theſe oily, fat Particles are 


gon, the corroſive, alkalious Particles prey up- 
on the muſculous, nervous Fibers, and cauſe 
general Diſorders: at other times when in 
great quantities thrown upon particular Parts, 
according to the-nature of the part affe&ed, 
they cauſe diFerent Diſeaſes. Bur TI know no 
Diſeaſe cauſed by Acids, unleſs it be over 
much Fatneſs, and what we call Heartbrry, 
if they are to be accounted Diſcaſcs, the moſt 
healthy People being ſubject to the latter ; rho 
the Heartburn is as often cur'd by Acids, ſuch 
as Ol. Vitriol. dal. &c. as by Alkalies. From 
whence I conjeQture, that the Heartburn alſo 
may be occaſion'd from the Blood brought to 
the Coats of the Stomach, abounding with 
roo great a quantity of Alkalious, Corrolive 
Particles, which may vellicat and concrat the 

rt, Having in ſhort diſpatch'd this Head, I 

[l procede to my third : 

That thoſe who abound with an Acidity in 
my Stomachs, are for the moſt part very Co- 

ive. 

From the ſame reaſon that people abound- 
ing with an Acidity in their Scomachs are lean, 
it 15 that they are coſtive alſo ; the more thin, 
fluid Subſtances being carried off by the Urina-- 
ry Veſſels, and only the more groſs ones con- 
veyed into the Guts: and for want of a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of Moiſture, the Excrements 
are over-hardened. and the Guts nor {ufficient- 
ly lubricated ; and therfore Coſtiveneſs muſt 
neceflarily follow. O 3 But 
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But after all, I foreſee another Objeftion 
will bc rais'd ; and therfore to make every 
body eaſy, I ſhall indeavor to anſwer ir. 

Obje#. Tf the Acidity in the Stomach cau- 
ſes the ſolid Food we cat to be over-atte- 
nuated, and fo the nutritious Particles to be 
carricd off by the Urinary Veſſels; as in Atro» 
phies, &c. without being convey'd into the 
Blood, to aftord Nutrition to the parts ; how 
coms It to paſs that Iron or Steel, which you 
own. to be an Acid, can bes of any uſe? For 
inſtead of being uleful, one would think by 
increaſing the Acidity, it ſhould exaſperat and 
iacreale the Malady. 

To which I anſwer : I have before obſerv'd, 
that Tron or Stcel cannor be convey'd into the 
Blood beforc jt is turn'd jnto a Vitriol ; and 
therfore to thole who have a great Acidity in 
their S:omac'13, it :s found abſolutely neceſſary 
ro give 1: without any precedent Preparation ; 
which has bi long fince oblery'd by the Learn- 
ed and }4.:cious Dr. Cole, in his Phyſico-Me- 
cdical Eflay cencerning the late Frequeney of 
Apopicxies. Now Iroa or Steel given crude 
and uaprepard, 15 by the Acid in the Stomach 
turn'd into a Viirio! ; wherby the Acid is {© 
embodicd, as ro make ic uncapable of paſſing 
thro the almoſt imperceptible Urinary Paſſa- 
ves, and likewile to Iinder it from over- 
mucit atrervating the Chyle; fo that being 
r1x'd with tizz Chyle, they are together con- 
vey'd into the {mall Guts, and fo on to the 
' wy ; Blood : 
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Blood : and by its Sriptic Acidity it conirms 
the Texture of the Bluod, and mortitcs tic 
luxuriant Alkalious Particles it mects with, 
[Aud for the relief of thoſe who over-much a- 
bound with an Acid Juice in their Sromachs, 
I belive there is ſcarce any thin: can outdo che 
Iron Bullets before takea notice of in this i» 
dition of the Efſay.] 

As tor what I have mention'd concerning 
the Efficacy of Juice of Lc:mons, in immedi- 
atly abating and taking off the violcar Sym- _ 
toms that attended a-Perion who had bin bic 
with a Viper, after the Volaril Salt of Vipers, 
and other Antidotes had in vain bin given; I 
find the very ſame thing taken notice of by 
Hoffman in his Clavis Pharmeceutica Schrodert- 
ana, Pag. 444, 445. [But for a further illuſtra- 
tion of that matter, I refer you to my account 
of the Cure of the perſon bit by a Viper. ] 

An ingenious Perſon not long ſince, who 
had formerly imbrac'd the Dofrin of Acids, 
. was willing to try what Eftets the Transfuli- 
on of Acid and Alkalious Liquors into the 
Veins of Dogs would produce: accordingly 
he injected ſom Oil of Sz/phur per Campan. in- 
to the Veins of one Dog ; which inſtead of 
diſordering bim, made him brisk and lively, 
and very hungry : But in another Dog, into 
whoſe Veins ſom Oil of Tartar per Deliquium 
(a known Alkaly) had bin injeted, it produc'd 
a clear contrary effe&, the Dog being lumpiſh 
and dull, and dying in a few days. But it is 
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to be obſery'd, that theſe two Liquors were 
ſo diluted, as to make *em fit to be taken at 
the Mouth, before they were injected. Som- 
thing (asI remember) of this nature is taken 
notice of by Fred. Hoffman, Fil. de Acido & 
Viſciao. 

T have bin aſſur'd by a Perſon of the greateſt 
Honor, that Ow in Conſtantinople (who 
are the only Phyſicians there) adviſe their Pa- 
tients, when the Plague rages, to eat Lemon 
and Sugar, and to drink Lemonade in large 
quantities, and that by way of prevention; 
and thoſe who do ſo, ſeldom or never have 
the Plague: And when they are call'd to Per- 
ſons who have it, if they take but the foreſaid 
Medicins in large quantities, they very rarely 
miſcarry. 

From many late Obſervations I am fully con- 
vinc'd, that the Gout is without any great dif- 
ficulty to be curd, or at leaſt a Fit to be taken 
off in a ſmall time, by a proper Courſe of A- 
cid Medicins, both internally taken, and ex- 
ternally applied to the Part affetted, and that 
without the leaſt Inconvenience afterwards : 
And I amcertain, the only reaſon why people 
have hitherto ſo fruſtraneouſly attemted the 
Cure of that Diſtemper, is the general Preju- 
dice they have hag againſt Acid Medicins, 
which are only capable of doing ſervice. K 

Tho I contend ſo mightily for the uſe of A- 
cids in general in the Cure of Diſeaſes, yet I 
pretend not 1n the leaſt that any one Acid is 
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capable of anſwering a Phyſician's Intention 
in all Diſeaſes: Neither Vinegar nog Lemons 
are to be reckon'd Panacear; tho, for ought I 
know, in the hands of one who well under- 
ſtands their uſe, they will either of *em do 
more than many of the celebrated Panaceas. 
No man is fit to be calPd a Phyſician, who 
dos not well underſtand the Nature of Diſeaſes, 
and of the Juices contained in a Human Body, 
which has hitherto bin bur little inquir'd into ; 
Mea taking up with general Notions that had 
no Foundation, which has caus'd Phyſic to 
be ſo long praftis'd without the leaſt certainty ; 
Phyſicians changing the Method of their 
PraQtice almoſt as often as we do our Clothes. 
Being well $skiPd in the Anatomy of the ſolid 
Parts, is a noble Qualification, and inables a 
Man to talk finely ; but dos not in the leaſt 
tend to inable men to cure Diſeaſes. Ir is an 
exaQt Skill in the Anatomy of the Juices, the 
fluid Parts, that will make a Man a good Phy- 
ſician z but in this ſort of Scudy few have bin 
converſant. An exa@t knowlege of the Mate- 
ria Medics in general, and the ſpecific Differ- 
ences between thoſe Medicins, ſeemingly of 
the ſame Tribe, is alſo abſolutely neceſſary : 
For that Acid that will cure a Fever, may not 
cure the Gout ; and that which will cure the 
Gout, may not perhaps cure another Chroni- 
cal Diſtemper ; there being a vaſt difference 
between thoſe very Medicios which are ſeem-+ 
ingly the ſame. 
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I do poſitively affirm, That neither Blood, 
nor its Szrum, by being any way that I know 
of expos'd to PutrefaQtiqn, will in the leaſt 
becom Acid, but rather more Alkalious, 
Now Acids in general hindring PutrefaQion, 
and reducing putrid things to a ſtate of 
Soundneſs, muſt be the great Medicins to cure 
Diſeaſes; for there is no Diſeaſe bur procedes 
ſrom ſom ſort of PutrefaQtion of the fluid Parts 
of our Bodies. 

What I have faid in my Eſſay, and alſo in 
this Appendix, has bin only in general terms ; 
but I am now reducing all to a Method, de- 
figning my Hiſtory of Blood to be alſo a Metho- 
dical Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, with an account of 
the proper Medicins for their Cure; and be- 
ing reſolv'd to ſerve my Generation to the ut- 
_— my power, let my treatment be what 
ir will. 

[As I before ſaid, fo I repeat it again, that 
upon many Reviews and ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, I have thought fit at preſent to hy aſide 
my Hifory of Blood; for to make it perfealy 
complete, requires ſo much charge, that it 1s 
more fit to be don at the expence of the Pub- 
lic, than by any privat Perſon : however, I 
hope to have it finiſh'd by one means or other 
betoreT dy. ] 

I ſhall conclude this Appendix with two or 
three Caſes, and the Method I uſed in the 
Cure of *em, to confirm the Truth of ſom 


things 1n my Eſſay. 
ſ Jo 
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Caſe the Firſt. 


A Gentleman had labor'd under a Sciatica 
for two or three Years, and applied himſelf to 
Phyſicians of the greateſt Eminence for Advice, 
and by their Preſcriptions bin loaded all that 
time with Alkalious Medicins, without re- 
ceiving the leaſt advantage ; having his lefr 
Leg and Thigh greatly emaciated, and a very 
large Glandulous Tumor on his Hip: He was 
never free from violent Pain, and being very 
lame. I firſt purg'd him well for a Fortnight 
with Calamel, Tart. Vitriolat. and Rezin of Jal- 
lap : I afterwards gave himthe following Me- 
dicins, which he took conſtantly three times 
a day for about ten Weeks; in which time, 
without any external Application at all, his 
Pain left him, the Tumor diſappear'd, and his 
Leg and Thigh, which were before waſted to 
mere Skin and Bonesy became equally plump 
and fleſhy with the other. [And to this day 
he continues well, it being at leaſt five years 
ſince the Cure was wrought, and has never had 
the leaſt return of his Diſtemper. ] 


Be Cinnabaris Antimonii, vel (quod melior 
eſt) Faititie Com. Ojficinarum recenter 
levigat. unciam unam;, Gum. Gaatact 
dracmas ſex; Conſe. Cynosbati uncias 
tres; Syr. Sambuct q. /. f. Elettuari- 
um, Doſis eſt quart. Nuciſmoſcate - in 
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die, horis medicinalibus, ſuperbibendo 
wuncias ofto Infuſionis ſequentis. 


Bt Rad. Bardane ſiccat. & groſſe contuſ. 
uncias ofto; Baccar. ay uncias 
quatuor ſem. Bardane, Fraxini, ana 
une. unam ſemis ; Saſſafras unciam «- 
Bam; Tartari Vitriolati dracmas tres; 
Aq. Font. t6 ſex. Infunde clauſe &- 
calide per horas xii. & coletur, colature 
ſing. libris duabus. Adde Sp. Lig. Guaia- 


ci Rett. unciam ſemis. M. 


This Method I have ſo often experienced in 
this Caſe, that I dare recommend it to be ge- 
nerally depended upon. 


Caſe the Second. 


A pretty young Gentleman, who had bin 
too free with the fair Sex by his over frequent 
Embraces, was poxt to the higheſt degree, be- 
ing leprous from the Crown of his Head to 
the Soles of his Feet,and had all other Symtoms 
of the moſt-confirm'd Pox I ever met with. 
He was altogether averſe to Salivation ; I 
therfore gave him the foreſaid Medicins, 
which he took three times a day for about two 
Months : but I firſt purg'd him well with C:- 
lamel. Tart. Vit. and Rezin Jallap. and for the 
laſt Fortnight ſenr him to the Bagsio three 
cimes a week, ordering him to take a > 
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Doſe of the EleQtuary and Infuſion about an 
hour before he went in. At two months end 
he was perfeQly freed from his Leproſy, and 
his Skin as clean and white ras ever I ſaw any 
one*sin my life, and all other Symtoms that at- 
tended him were perfeQly vaniſh'd. 


Caſe the Third. 


A Corporal in the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Oxford's Regiment, was pox'd to the higheſt 
degree; on which he applied to a Phyſician 
near Chelſy, who put him into the poudering 
Tub of AfMidtion three times; and tho each 
time he underwent a regular Salivation, his 
Symtoms were not 1n the leaſt abated. He 
was {ſo emaciated, that he was like a mere 
Skeleton. He had violent Pain in his Head, 
Shoulders, Arms, Thighs, and Shinbones ; 
and when he was warm in Bed, the Pain was 
ſo exaſperated, that tho he was ſcarce able to 
ſtand, yet out of his Bed he was forc'd to get, 
and crawl about in the cold, which afforded 
him ſom ſmall-Relicf. His Appetit was 
quite loſt, and he had a continual HeQiic up. 
on him. To be ſhort, I think I never ſaw fo 
miſerable a SpeQacle in my life. I gave him 
the EleQtuary and Infuſion thrice a day, which 
ſoon abated the violence of the Symtoms ; 
and continuing touſe them about three months, 
tho he had ſeldom leſs than four or five Stools - 
a day, he gather'd Fleſh, and in that time be- 
| came 
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came a hale hearty Man, to the ſurprize of all 

wh-knew him. I may be poſitive it was not 
l..,c 3 Weeks before he was able to wal 

£24 his buſineſs. | 

I hv ...you cheſe Medicins I believe to 
tw .uwuudred People in ſeveral Chronical DiCſ. 
r<:npers, with extraordinary ſucceſs : And tho 
in the day-time they ſeldom fail of working 
three or four times by Stool, and in the night 
provoking Sweat ; yet I have ſcarce known 
any who have taken them, that during the 
time of their taking, for all the great Evacua- 
tions they cauſe, have not ſenſibly gather'd 
Fleſh, and if weak, recover'd Strength. 
Wheras let the ſtrongeſt perſons take any of 
the common Purgers but a month together ; 
and tho they have not above two or three Stools 
a day, yet they will emaciat and weaken them 
to a great degree : which is a great Argument 
of the excellency of C:inpaberinx Medicins mixt 
with Gum Guaiaci above the common Purgers; 
the one carrying off the nutritious as well as 
the excrementitious Juices, the other only cau- 
ſing a due ſecretion of rhe noxious excremen- 
titious Juices: by which Narure is rid of any 
Load wherwith ſhe is oppreſt, and inabled 
to apply the nutritious Juices to the ends for 
which they are delign'd. 

T have in extraordinary Caſes given above a 
pound of Cinnaber at times to one perſon, and 
never knew the leaſt ill Symtom follow, nor 
ever once to excite Salivation: and I yerily be- 

lieve, 


? 
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lieve, in the hands of one who knows how to 
uſe it, it is one of the greateſt Medicins in 
Chronical Diſeaſes in the World ; but being 
us'd with Gam Guataci, and Spiritms Guaiact 
refF. it dos much better than alone, they 
greatly aſſiſting in its Operation. Being mix'd 
with proper Cephalics, and taken for ſom 
time, it is a wonderful Medicin jn Epilepſies, 
and other nervous Diſtempers. Hoffman has 
wrote a whole Treatiſe of Cinnaber; and I 
could ſay ten times more in its praiſe from my 
own Experience, than Hoffman has don. 

Children are frequently troubled with Con- 
vulſions, more of *em dying of that than of 
all other Diſtempers. Teltaceous Ponders are 
oenerally given, as the great Aſylum to which 
rhyſicians fly, but rarely with Succeſs. Bur 
giving *em temperat Acids mix'd with proper 
Cephalics; I have generally tound %em to an- 
ſwer my Intentions. 

I was not long ſince ſent for to a Child who 
had Convullions to ſuch a degree, that his Pa- 
rents believ'd it to be an Epilepſy. His Belly 
was hard like a Stone, and be had continual 
Tortions and convulfive ContraQtions, ſom- 
times of his Hands and Arms; ſomtimes his 
Legs and Thiphs would be diſtorted, and al- 
molt out of Joint ; ſomtimes he had the moſt 
violent Vomitings, and at other times the 
Muſcles of his Face would be ſtrangely con- 
tracted. I gave him the following Medicins, 
and in about two days he was free from his 
Con- 
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Convulliions, and in a fortnight's time perfeQ- 
ly well. 


BR Tart. Vitriolati dracm. unam; Crem. 
Tart. dracmas duas ; Caſtorei dracm. 
ſemis ;, Saschari albi unciam ſemis. M. f. 
Pul. in viii Chart. diſtribuend. ex qui- 
bus cap. n® 1. quart4 quiaque hora in 
Cochlear. Julap. ſeq. ſuperbibendo Coch- 


lear. tria vel quatuor ejuſd. 


Bt Ag. Roriſmarini, Pulegii, ana uncias 
tres; Peon. Comp. uncias duas ; Ol Vis 
trioli Dul. ſcrupl. tnum; Syr. Peonie 
dracmas tres, M. f. Julep. 


fk Ol. Amygdalar. Amar. unciam unam ; 
Ung. Dialthee uncias duas;, Ol. Aniſi, 
Pulegii, ans gut. vi. M. f. Linimentum, 
cum quo illinatur Regio Umbilicalis man? 
& veſperi, ſuperponendo Pannum laneum 
ter duplicatum. 


By this Methoc, with ſom variation, ac- 
cording as different Symtoms appear, I have 
known multitudes of Children, whoſe Lives 
have bin deſpair'd of, cur*d of the moſt violent 
Convulſions in a ſmall time. 

I have likewiſe obſerv'd, that in malignant 
Fevers, thoſe who are treated according to the 
uſual cuſtom, with Alkalies and Alexiphar- 
mics, are generally attended with violent Con- 

vulſions : 
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violent Convulſions : But thoſe who uſe Acids 
plentifully, are ſeldom or never convulſive. 

T have cured many of that troubleſom 
Cough that has rag'd this March, by only gi- 
ving large quantities of Lemon and Sugar, 
to be caten day and night; and an Opiat with 
ſom Drops of Oil of Sulphur per Campazr. at 
night going to Bed. 

In violent Hyſterical Fits ia Women, I have 
tirequently (ſeldom failing of ſucceſs) given 
a Mixture of two or three Spoonſuls of Vine- 
gar, a few Grains of Caſtor, and about a quar- 
ter of a pint of Spring Water : Which has 
frequently abated and taken off the Fits, tho 
before greatly exaſperated by Spirit of Harts- 
horn, Sal Armoniac, &c. Gas Sulphuris allo 
given alone is a wonderful Medicin in violent 
Hyfterical Fits. And in the beginning of 
Conſumtions, I believe there is nor a better 
Medicin than Gas Swulphuris given in large 
quantities, But the Cortex, which is now {o 
univerſally us'd in Conſumtions without the 
leaſt ſhew of Reaſon, I believe to be the moſt 
pernicious Medicin in HeQical Diſtewpers that 
ever was given. I have inquir'd of ſeveral 
Phyſicians and Apotkecaries, whether they e- 
ver yet ſaw a HeQic cur'd by the Cortex, who 
have unanimouſly declared they never did ; 
and that almoſt all that have taken ir have died. 
I muſt declare I never ſaw any one cur'd of a 
Conſumtion: but by Acids, ſuch as Gas Sulphu- 
ris, Ol. Sulphuris per Campan. &c. by which L 
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my ſelf have cur*'d many. But ſomtimes in 
exiracrdinary Caſes, eſpecially if the Diſtem- 
per 1:5> vin ©: long Randing, and the Texture 

f the | .v- 4,5 much jpoiPd, Acids themſelves 
will le: -u5 inthe turch, even after the Sym- 
toms \ave {eem'd to be much abated, and 
r2inzs have loollf'd with a promifng AſpeRt : 
Winich I k.vc exnerienc'd in one or two Pa- 
Fiena.s, Wok Lives have bin very dear to me: 
witici i cannot mention without the greateſi 
(Concern. Notwithſtanding I dare not even 
in Conſumiions leave off the uſe of Acids. 
becauſe | am {ure they will do more thanany 
Uiingelte; and there are no Medicins what- 
ever that 1:1 make people immortal. TI have 
c11?d many with Acids, but never could hcar 
ct one cur'd without them, 

By che ult of proper Acids Thave rarely fail'd 
of cyrinz the following Diſtempers, ſom of 
which arc accounted among the moſt difficul: 
ones; and 1t ever 1 can find time, I will giv: 
a diſtinEt :ccount of the cure of them. 

(1.) Hard Bellies in Children, with an Atro- 
phy attunding *em, which is very common, 
and ſeidem cv1*d by other Methods. 

(2.) The Stone, to take it off (if of a pal- 
{fable Bignels) with Eaſe, Speed, and Safety. 


) Diarrheaand Dyſentery. 
'.) Faundice, &C.z The 
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" The wonderful Succeſs Dr. Bayzard (with 
whoſe intimat Converſation I have of lare bin 
honor'd) has had thro the Courle of his Prac- 
tice, is eminently known both in London, Bath, 
and Laxcaſbire, where he formerly dwelt : And 
his PraQtice has chiefly run upon Acids; which 
(as he has all the reaſon inthe world) he dos 
ſtrenuouſly vindicate and defend. 

It was out of a Life-ſaving Princip!e that 
this Gentleman imbrac'd. the Dottrin of Acids . 
in oppoſition to the Multitude ; who for waar 
of this Knowledg daily record their ſad Cures 
in Sextons Books, and the Weekly Bills: And 
I dare ſay, he has wrought more ſubſtantial 
good Cures, than-any one beſides him, who 
has aCted on different Principles. 

I don't find that the Method of making the 
Gas Sulphuris, which is a Medicin I have often 
mention'd, is any where ſet down; I ſhall 
therfore give an account of its Preparation, 
which, tho a very eaſy one, is for all chit a 
noble Medicina. 


Gas Sulphuris. 


Put into a large Glaſs Receiver, that will 
hold ſix or eight Gallons, about four Quarts of 
pure Spring-water ; then burn in the Receiver 
a quarter of a pound of pure Sulphur vivum 
made into very long Matches : and when they 
are lighted, the Flame muſt be as near the 
middle of the Body of the Receiver as may be. 
When you have burnt three or four Matches, 
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the Receiver will be ſo full of the Steams of 
Brimftone, that when the lighted Match is 
pur in, it will be immediatly extinguiſh'd : 
you muſt then ſtop the Mouth of the Receiver 
very cloſe with a wet Cloth, and ler the Steams 
condenſe : when you ſee the Receiver clear, 
burn more Matches till it isagain fild up with 
S cams ; then ſtop it again, and repeat this 
work till your Matches are all burnt, when 
your Water will bc impregnated with the Vo- 
latil Acid S:teams of Bitmltone. 

This Mcdicin given liberally in malignant Fe- 
vers has don Wonders, even where people have 
bin given over as dead. Ir is an excellent Me- 
dicin talkcen by way of Prevention in infe&tiou; 
Seaſons. And I think this Medicin, if any, 
deſerves to be call'd rhe true Prophylaticon. 

_ Dr. Bayzard has another way of making the 
Gas Sulphuris lom what nivre warm #nd Alexi- 
pharmic. 

Take a large Glaſs Receiver, with a Mouth 
of three or four Inches Diameter : place it Ho- 
rizontally, into which pour Ag. Petaſitid. Ul- 
marie (iip. Vint Rhenanti, ana it auas ; Aq. Ru- 
z, ſucci Pomorum ſilveſt. vet. ana th unam ; Aq. 
Theriacalis, Prophylaft. Sylvii, ana uncias quatu- 
or : M, Then rake an Iron Ladle fitted ro the 
Slouth of the Glaſs, with a long Handle ; 
pur into the Lacle half an Ounce of Sulphur 
vivum pouder'd, accerud with a ſmall Gad of 
red hot Stecl ; when jighted, clap it into the 
Receiver [2 far, thi the Fumes ny ariſe « 
* eos | * x 


Alkaly and Acid. 229 
the middle of the Glaſs; and the bigger the 
Glaſs the better : for the more Fumes it con- 
tains, the ſooner will your Operation be over. 
Stop the Mouth with a wet Cloth, that the 
Steams get not out ; when the Fumes have ex- 
tinguiſh'd the Flame, let it ſtand, that the 


; Oleum Sulphuris may trickle down the ſides of 


the Glaſs,, and ſubſide upon the Menftruum ; 
when theFumes are ſettled, and the Glaſsclear, 
quickly draw out your Ladle, and repeat the 
AQtion till it be well impregnated with ſtrong 
Volatil Gas. Remember always to keep the 
mouth of the Glaſs well ſtopt with the wet 
Cloth ; otherwiſe the Gas, which is of a moſt 
ſubril nature, will evaporat. 

A.Spoonful of this given once in two or three 
hours 1n a proper Julap, dos moſt wonderfully 
extinguiſh Thirſt in Fevers, procures Sweat or 
Urin infallibly, takes off the drineſs of the 
Tongue, temperats and cools the over-heated 
Bile, and procures Reſt. Alſo mix'd with a 
little Clarer, and a Drop or two of Oil of Cin- 
namon, ſtops Vomiting to a miracle ; and is 
the beſt Peptic for a weakand decay'd Stomach. 

Note, That when the Gas is quite gon, and 
flownoff, the mixture will notwithſtanding re- 
main ſour, as impregnated with the Olewm Sul. 
pharis ; but the Gas, which is the better part, 
will in time be loſt (it is ſo ſubril) even al- 
moſt thro the Pores of the Glaſs. You muſt 
dip the Cork-end of the Bottle in melted Brim- 
ſtone, and keep it always immerg'd in cold 


Water. 
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Water. But the beſt way to keep it is in ſmall 
Glaſſes, and to open no more at a time than 
you uſe, it loſing its volatil Parts very much 
every time the Bottle is open'd. 

As a further illuſtration of the DoQrin of 
Acids, I ſhall add an Account I receiv*d from 
Dr. Oliver, one of the Phyſicians of the Fleet, . 
about the ule of Beveriag. 

* Beveridg isa prickt, ſour Spaniſh Wine ; one 
* Hogſhead of it mix'd wich three Hogſheads 
\* of Water, makes the Drink the Sailers arc 
* allowed to drink ad libitum. 

* By my Experience in the Fleet, thoſe Ships 
* Crews who drank this Acid Liquor tor their 
*common Drink, were much healthier than 
* thoſe who by their obſtinacy would not be 
* brought to1t ; as for Example : 

* The Royal Oak a third Rete, carrying a+ 
© bout 500 men, whoſe Ship's Crew, by Ad- 
* miral Newi!'s particular Order, began firit to 
* drink Beveridg (he having had experience of 
©ittwoyearsin the Meaiterranean inthe Crown, 
© in all which time he loſt not above rwo men) 
* and in three months time I don't remember1l 
© had three Complaints ; tho ar the ſame time, 
*jn other Siips where they drank no Beveridg, 
« Fevers and Fluxes were very frequent. Here 
*I ſhall inſert one thing worthy of note, That 
*the Royal Oak wanting Beveridg, and being 
© obligd to drink Water only,in a tew days they 
* orew very ſickly, and loſt above 3o men in a 
©nonth ; inſomuch that the men themſelves 
© were 
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* were ſoſenſible of their own advantage by 
© drinking Beveridg, that they heartily defir'd 
* they might drink nothing elſe, and beg'd it 
* wherever they could find it. The like expe- 
* rience I had of the Eazl/e, Norfolk, and ſe- 
© veral other of our Ships, who were always 
* better in health when they drank Beveridg, 
* than when they drank Water alone, or ſound 
* Wine and Water, From theſe Experiences 
* T advis'd the Captains of cach Ship to procure 
* Beveridg as common Drink for the Men, and 
* the Succels anſwer'd my ExpcQation. 

This is an exaCt Relation as T took it from 
Dr. Oliver's own-mouth. 

I have more toſay, but have already outrun 
- the Bounds of an Appendix; and therfore ſhall 
2mit what remains till another time, 


. Advertiſment. 


Hat Chymical MedicinsI preſcribe, are 
faithfully prepar'd by Mr. Johnſon and 


Edwards in Fetterlane, wii being men of more 
than common Integrity, I have thought fit to 
inſert this Advertiſment,that people may know 
where to be well {crv'd with Medicins that 
may anſwer the Intentions for which I de- 
fign'd 'em, 


John Colbatch, 


FINIS. 


CR IE 
SEA TESHE 


OF THE 


GOUT: 


WHERIN 


Both its Cause and Cunt 


are demonſtrably ſhewn. 


To which are added, 


as Som Medicinal Oblervations concerning 
the Cure of Fevers, &c. by the means 
of Acids. 
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To the Worthy 
Dr. WIL'.IAM COLE, 


Fellow of the (College of Phyſicians, 
L ON DON, 


Honored Sir, 
Y Love to Truth, and the 
Good and Welfare of Man- 


kind, have ingagd me in the 
publiſhing of che following Fiece. [I 
am ſure it contains Truth, buc the 
Truths therin contain'd want a much 
better Champion than my ſelf co aflerr 
and defend, againſt the many and po- 
tent Adverſaries they are like to encoun- 
ter. I havetherfore preſum'd to fix your 
Name before ir, knowing that if you 
but pleaſe to eſpouſe it, my buſineſs is 
don, and the Conqueſt gain'd; the 
Reputation you have in the World being 
ſufficient ro recommend whatever is 
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patroniz'd by you. Bur, Sir, the Doc- 

- trin herein advanc'd is not new to you, 
who have long ago p\._ :is'd it, even 
before I knew you ; and the wonderful 
Succeſs you have had in your Pratice, 
is very well known, more eſpecially 
in Worceſterſhire, and the adjacent Coun- 
ties, among which you long livd: 
and to my certain knowledg, when you 
were abour leaving thoſe parts to com to 
London, the people were as much con- 
cern'd, as it they had bin loſing their 
Common Deliverer, which indeed you 
were to them. I ſhould be moſt un- 
grateful if Idid not own to the World 
the Advantage [ have receiv'd from your 
intimat Converſation wich me, wherin 
you have always carried your (elf more 
ike a Father than a common Friend : 
and from thoſe grave and ſerious Admo- 
nirions recerv'd from you, I have bin 
ftimulared to ſtudy Nature to the bot- 
. tom, thar I might arrive at Truth, in 
which | have bin greatly aſſiſted by you. 
This Generoſity and Kindneſs I can ne- 
ver forget, as alſo your great Care "_ 
om 
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ſom Years ago, when my Life was deſ- 
pair'd of by all: 1 am ſure without a 
Miracle, I could not have eſcap'd the 
Grave, had ir not bin for you ; which 
with all other Kindneſles I ſhall never 
ceaſe to acknowledg, and to be 


S 1R, 
Your Faithful and 


Obedient Servant, 


Joann CorLBarcn, 


Q3 
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Have long ſince promis'd a Hiſtory of Blood 
I and the other i coutain'd-in a Human 
Body, both in their natural and morbid States. 
This is the ſecond Tratt that has ſlipt out ſince I 
made that promiſe, for which I can make a very 
good Apology, The Hiſtory of Blood, &c. is 
a Piece I muſt fetch out of the Fire, there not 
being a Page in it that dos mot coſt me near a 
Day's Labor and Attendence in my Laboratory, 
to complete ; and therfore I can go on but ſlowly, 
eſpecially ſince my Multiplicity of Buſineſs re- 
= my being much abroad : Wheras this Traft 
eing compos'd c* Obſervations and Speculations, 
T have bin .vle to complete it at thoſe leiſure times 
T have had at Coffee-Houſes and other ſuch 
Places. | 
Upon ſeveral Reviews T find ſuch a Number 
of Experiments wanting to make my Hiſtory of 
Blood complete, that my Buſineſs will not permit 
me to finiſh it in ſom Tears : nay it is ſo very 
chargeable a Work, that "tis more fit to be carried 
on at the public penny of the Nation, than by 
any one privat Hand ; and it would be the Honor 0 


the Nation to incourage it, A Thouſand Poun 
4 Tear would defray al 


the Charge of a Public La- 
bora- 
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boratory ; and what would ſacl) a ſmall Sum be, 
tho at this time of Neceſſity, in compariſon of 
the great Advantage the World would receive by 
it ? I am not tenorant how difficult it is to root an 
Opinion out of mens Minas, when once receiv'd 
and eſtabliſhd, tho on never ſo falſe a Bottom ; 
to do which the only Method is by plain and obvi- 
ous Experiments, If People would lay aſide their 
Prejudice, and ſet themſelves to make Experi- 
ments, I am ſure they would part with their old 
Notions, and imbrace my new Hypotheſis. 

Truth for atime may be oppreſt, but finally ſup- 
preſt it cannot. Truth is ſtronger than all Falſhood ; 
zt is, as one ſaid, Temporis Filia, the Daughter 
of Time, and will at length prevail : It i Sim- 
plex & nuda, ſed efficax & magna ; ſimple and 
naked, but powerfal and ſtrong : Splendet cum 
obſcuratur, vincit cum opprimitur ; 1: ſhines 
when *tis darken'd, and overcoms when "tis op- 


reſt, 

1 would my ſelf wery gladly contribute beyond 
my Ability towards the ſetting up of a public La- 
boratory, by which means I am ſure "tis poſſible to 
bring things to a Certainty. What would not 
People give to ſave their Lives, and tc be freed 
from Pain ? God knows, as the caſe ſtanas, Phy- 
ficians can do neither with any ſort of Certainty : 
But by making Multitudes of Experiments, on 
the Foundation I can eaſily lay down, the Caſe may 
be much alter'd : yet the Burden is too great for 
any one Man to bear, and were #t to be carried on 


by the Public, it would not be felt. 
24 ? 
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T have a Multitude of Enemies, who will not 
ſlick to accuſe and reproach me; and I doubt not 
but ſom will preſently cry ont, That IT propoſe a 
Public Laboratory, hopiug to be the Head aud 
Direttor of it my ſelf, in order to put part of 
the Allowance into my own Pocket. 

To theſe Men I ſhall aafwver ia ſhort, that 1 
have no (uch Aim, but on the contrary would con- 
tribute as much as any inin of my Fortune 10- 
wards the carrying of ſo great and uſeful « Work, 
aud would likewiſe ſpend all the Time I can ſpare 
from my Buſineſs in attending upon it, without 
expeiting the leaſt Reward, except the general one 
that would accrue to the whole Faculty, in brins- 
ing our Profeſſion to ſom ſort of Certainty. 

We now grope moſt miſerably tn the dark ; and 
it grieves me to the foul when I ſee People in di- 
ſtreſs, ana know nc: how to help them : If turning 
over Books would do me any ſervice, I would ne- 
wer ceaſe to ao that ;, but I have too long in vain 
tried that Method, and till I began to make Ex- 
periments, I coulda aft upon no Certaiaty in any 
(Caſe; ane from the Obſervations [ have made, 1 
a: fall; ſatisfiea that by numerons Experiments 
we may arrive at Certainty in the Cure of moſt 
Diſeaſes, 

T hve in my Introduttion made uſe of a fami- 
[ur and eaſly Experiment *0-confirm the Trath of 
my new Hypotheſis; and if any ſhall take upon 
them io anſwer what I have ſaid in' this, or any 
of my former Pieces, I expett they ſhould back 
their Arguments with Experiments, elſe I ſhall 
take n0 notice of them, *. I 
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IT have ſaid in my Eſſay of Alkaly ad Acid, 
that at that time I had not had many Patients 
troubled with the Gout ; neither has the Number 
of them yet bin very much increaſed : but from 
thoſe I have had to dowith, IT am perfettly ſatiſ- 
fied, both as to the Cauſe and Care of it; and I 
doubt not but all who will faithfully make uſe of the 
Methods I have laid down, will find them to an- 
ſer their Intentions; for in between forty and 
fifty Patients, I have not bin above twice or thrice 
bald in my Expettations, and then I had more 
reaſon to attribute it to the Irregularities and Per- 
verſneſs of the Patients, than the Inſufficiency of 
the Method. 

The very Medicins themſelves, and the Doſes 1 
have f = quange, muſt very frequently be waried 
according 4s Peoples Strength and Conſtitutions 
vary : and this thing can't be learnt by every new 
Proſelyte in a minute ; it is Time and Obſerva- 
tion muſt teach People theſe things. 

The Hypotheſis on which I Fad my Prattice, 
 T am ſure is true: And if People are once ſati(- 

fied that the Blood's abounding with Alkalious 
Particles is the Cauſe of the Gout and other Di- 
ſtempers, it neceſſarily follows that Acids are only 
proper to corrett the ſaid Alkalin Particles : But 
however no Man is obliged to uſe thoſe Acids only 
that T preſcribe, but is left to his liberty to wary 
them as he pleaſes, It would be very arrogant in 
me, when the Materia Medica i of ſuch vaſt 
Extent, magiſterially to inſiſt upon the Uſe of any 
Set of Medicins ; I do mot in the leaſt pretend to 
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it : but T aſſert, that the Cauſe of the Gout is 
wot from the Blood's abounding with Acid, but on 
the contrary with Alkalious Particles ; and ther- 
fore if ever we deſign to attemt the Cure of the 
ſaid Diſtemper with any ſort of Certainty, it muſt 
be by the means of proper Acids, which I my ſelf 
have hitherto 7 arm effettual, and have not the 
ler? reaſon to doubt that I ſhall continue ſo to do, 

As IT have before ſaid, ſo I continue to do, that *© 
there "is a waſt difference in Acids ; ſom (as 
Dr. Grew obſerves) are Acido-Sulphurea, 0- 
thers Sulphureo- Acida, &c. But this Difference 
in them, and the different Effetts they have upon 
Human Bodies, are only to be known by Time and 
Obſervation, 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that a Phyſician who was 
Jefterday for Alkalies, canto day ſo turn his hand, 
as to uſe Acids in ſo proper a manner as they ought 
to be, Almoſt all the Produttions of the V, 4 
table and Mineral Kjngdoms are Acids, but aif- 
ferently ſpecificated ; and accarding to the ſpeci- 
fic Difference, ſo they have a different Operation. 
I have before tn one of my former Pieces obſeru/d 
that there are manifeſt Acids and occult ones, and 
each of theſe have different Operations accordin 
as they are ſpecificated by Nature; ſom work by 
Stool, others by Urin ; ſom are \Nieuretics, others 
Diaphoretics ; ſom are Emettics, and others are 
only Alteratives, have no wiſible, ſenſible Opera- 
tion. Now tho a Man may be convinc'd of the 
Neceſſity of the Uſe of Acids in general, yet the 
great V ariety there is in them,. and their different 
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Operations upon Human Bodies, are only to be 
learnt by Time and Obſervation. 

In all Diſeaſes the Phyſicians have hitherto una- 
nimouſly agreed that Acids have abounded; and if 
the Acid has abounded to ſuch a degree, that with 
their Alkalies they could not conquer it, why then 
the Patient has died. Well, but ſuppoſe this true ; 
How then coms the dead Body to ſtink ſo ſoon ? 
Every body knows that Acids preſerve Animal Sub- 
ſtances from ſtinking and Corruption ; and ther- 
fore if the Juices of the dead Body were full of 
Acids, it is difficult to conceive how the Body 


| ſhould ſo ſoon begin tg putrefy ; nay it were alto- 


gether impoſſible it ſhould be ſo: But Alkalies 
promoting Putrefattion in Animal Subſtances, 
from the ſudden Putrefattion of dead Bodies, it 
is natural to infer, that the Fuices were too full of 
Alkalies, which tauſed firſt the Diſeaſe, then 
Death, and afterwards the ſudden Putrefattion. 

It is ſtill thrown in my diſh that I have not 
bin educated at the Univerſity, and therfore how 
came Þ to be a Phyſician ? 

I am not aſhaw'd to own that I have not had 
Univayyy Education, which I accoant a Miſ- 
fortune but yet 1 goof ae as much Mony to 
qualify me for the Prattice of Phyſic, as moſt 
Men who have ſpent their Times in the Univer- 
fities; I have had ocular Demonſtration for my 
Mony, whenas ſom of our Univerſity- Men have 
had only the fuſty Notions of old Ariſtotle for 
theirs. IT have ain'd at Certainty in the Care of 
Diſeaſes, and if I can but once arrive to that 

| (which 
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(which T will never reſt till T have don) T care 


for #0 more. If we could have a Public Labora. 
tory at the Nation's Expence, I ſhall hope to ſee 
that Matter ſooner effetted than it is polfibl to be 
at the privat Charge of any one Man. It coſts 
the Nation ſom Hundred Thouſands of Pounds a 
Teat in buying Powder and Ball to deſtroy Mankind 
(tho in carrying on the moſt juſt War that ever 
was on foot) and why ſhould there not be one 
Thouſand Pounds a Tear laid out in carrying on 
thoſe Experiments that would tend to the ſaving 
Mens Lives? And it would be no diſparagement 
tothe greateſt Men to, be Superviſers in 4 —_ 
of this conſequence, to ſee the Mony faithfully 
laid out. 

The improving the Dotrin of Specific Reme- 
ates is what deſerves our utmoſt Care and Dili- 
gence ; and if any oxe ſhould be ſo kind to me as 
to communicat any thing of that Natare, it ſhall 
faithfully be pabliſh*d, with the Perſon's Name 
from whom I bad it. 

The wonderful and a#toniſhing Succeſs I have 
had in the Care of Fevers of all ſorts by the means 
of Acids; has induced me at the latter e this 
Prece to publiſh ſom Obſervations of that natare. 
And I doubt not but if Acids were once brought in 
faſhion, Fevers would not be accounted ſuch ter- 
rible things as they are. 

I have not ſet my Patients Names to my Obſer- 
wations, by reaſon many of *em make a Figare in 
the World, and I fear would not take it well to 
have their Names appear in print ; but if a” 
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ſhall doubt the Truth of any one of the Relations, 
I will inform them of the Perſons Names, and 
their places of abode, with the Names of the Apothe- 
caries on whoſe Files they may ſee the Preſcriptions, 

I have made ſom Refleftions upon Phyſicians 
in general, but _ T hint at are principally Foren- 
ers, they generally aſſerting the Doftrin of Al- 
kalies, tho without the leet Reaſon in the World, 
I confeſs there "ure ſom London Phyſicians who 
have bin very Yolent againſt me; but from the 
major part of the College I have bin treated 
with the greateſt Candor and Civility imaginable : 
And I werily believe, generally ſpeaking, there are 
mot ſo Learned a Body of Men in the World ; 
who inſtead of oppoſing and oppreſſing, woald give 
all the Incouragement imaginable to any who ſhall 
make new Diſcoveries, which have any Tendence 
to promote the Good and Welfare of Mankind. 

I muſt confeſs I have bin the warmer in ſom 
Expreſſions, that therby I might exaſperat thoſe 
who are my profeſſed Enemies to convince me of 

Errors, if what IT have advanced are ſuch ;, 
otherwiſe to confeſs themſelves miſtaken. 

In theyfollowing Treatiſe of the Gout, TI have 
reſer/d but one Secret, and that is a Medicin 0b- 
taind from the Pyrittis ; yet to all who will bat 
give themſelves the trouble of nicely inquiring in- 
to the ſaid Stone (which to me ſeems one of the 


greateſt Myſteries in Nature) the ſaid Secret will 


eaſily be diſcover d, 

The Alkalieſt, that univerſal Diſſolvent of 
Helmont ad Paracelſus, i 4 thing that has made 
4 
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a great Noiſe in the World, and tho many have 
bia at waſt charge in queſt after it, yet I have 
ſearce met with any (except one) in our time, who 
has bin Maſter of it. But on ſom late Experi- 
ments made upon the Pyrittis, IT am perfettly ſa- 
tisfied that the ſaid novle Menſtruum # with little 
Trouble and Charge to be obtained from this ſo 
common, yet moſt valuable Subjett. In co:veni- 
ent ſeaſon, 1 will give an account of te Experi- 
ments I have made upon it. I Bee already pro- 
cur'd a Menſtruum from it, that will readily diſ- 
ſolve all the Metals and Minerals I have met 
with : and the utmoſt Extent of it I do not yet 
kaow, but as ſoon as I do, the World ſhall have 
an account of it. 

I have mentioned this for the [ake of ſom honeſt 


Virtuoſi, who will be very glad io be inform'd of 


the Subjett from whence this noble Menſtruum 
may be obtaind;, a.:! i” once it coms to be pab- 

licly known, it is impoſſivie to 7neztn what great 
Service M:nkind will receive by *t, 

T have, beſides my Obſer2tions concerning the 
Cure of Fevers, &c. addec! to the End of this 
Piece three or four Letters ; oe wherof is a Let- 
ter TI received from Dy. Baynard at toe vath, 
with an Account of a ſtrange and extraordinary 
Care wrought by Bathing in cold V/ate; ; another 
 #s only the Poſtſcript of a Letter from Mr, Mat- 


thews an Apothecary at Ledbury iz Hereford» | 


ſhire, wherin he gives me an Account of a Speci- 
fic in the Small Pox, and a very extraordinary 
Method for the Care of Gonvulſioas : The third 

| i 
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is a Letter from an unknown Hand, upon which I 
hawe made ſom Animadrverſions, 

When Sir Richard Tabor firſt began to uſe 
the Cortex Peruvianus for the Cure of Agues, 
every body cried out againſt it as the moſt perni- 
cious Medicin in the World : But by degrees they 
changed their Tone, and it is now becom ſo extra- 
vagantly in vogue, that it is preſcribed by ſom in 
the Cure of all Diſeaſes, and Þ believe in a little 
time will be madeuſe of in Plaiſters to care Corns. 
By this may be ſeen the Inſtability of Human Na- 
ture, Men being more governed by Fancy than 
Reaſon ; that which to day is condemned ana explo- 
ded, to morrow may be had in the greateſt Eſteem. 

I ain morally certain that my new Doftrin of 
Acids, which at preſent is ſo much decried, will in a 
littl. time obtain the public Vogue, it carrying a 
S , *-wiaexce and Demonſtration along with it : 
1, I doubt not but ſom will be ſo enamored with 
:;, as to uſe Acids with as much Reaſon, as others 
«t this time do the Cortex. Bat the Doftrin of 
Acids being of that univerſal Extent, it is al- 
moſt impoſſible that apy one can do ſo much Mi- 
chief with them, 4s is now don by the Cortex. 

Agues were wont to be accounted Ludibrium 
Medicorum, by reaſon no Phyſician could with 
Certainty cure them; but at hb it evidently ap- 
fearing that the Cortex would certainly cure them, 
a great many people immediatly concluded, that it 
muſt anſwer all that the Adepts have ſaid concern- 
ing their celebrated Panacea's, in curing all Di- 
ſtempers generally accounted incarable ; on which 
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ſeore, to the no ſmall diſyrace of the Prattice of 


Phyſic, the Cortex has bin ſo univerſally pre. 
ſerib'd, but with ſo little Succeſs (unteſ3 in Agiies) 
that even the common people begin to cry out a. 
gainſt, and be afraid of it. 

Providence has ' put me on a piece of Work 
which is the moſt ungrateful in the World, viz, 
To encounter with Prejudices that have bin long 
rooted in mens Minas ; and whoever attemts any 
fſach thing, will never fail of being cenſur'd by ma- 
ay. *Tis a common Miſcarriage ( ſays Mal- 
| branch) with all Mankind to be too precipitat in 
judging ; for all Men are obnoxious to Error, and 
only . L.arvig on this Account, But all haſty 
and raſh Judgments are ever conſonant to Pre. 
judices ; and therfore Authors who page them 
cannot poſſibly eſcape Sentence from all their Judges, 
who appeal to antient Opinions as the Laws wherby 
they ought to pronounce. For indeed moſt Read- 
ers are both Tuds and Party, itt reſpeft to ſuch 
' Authors: their Judges they are, that Quality is 
inconteſtable ; but they are a Party likewiſe, when 
diſturb; by Authors in the poſſeſon of their anti- 
ent Prejudices, for which they have the plea of Pre- 
ſeription,and to which they have bin long accaſtow'd, 

I have heartil; indeavor'd to promote the Honor 
of my Profeſſion, and to inquire after Truth. 
What I have advanced, 1 am fully convinced is 
Truth: But if any oze ſhall by ſubſtantial and 
well grounded Experiments convince me of the con- 
trary, inſtead of beias angry with him, I ſhall 
never ceaſe tolove and admire him. Tt 

IC 
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HIS Piece I am ſatisfied will fall into 
the hands of a great many Ingenious 
Geatlemen who are not Phyſicians, 
for whom it will be very natural to 

ſay, you here pretend to advance a new Hy- 
potheſis in oppoſition to almoſt all Mankind : 
and tho you refer us to the analyzing of the 
Blood by the Fire, for a confirmation of the 
truth of- what you ſay ; yet that is not ſuffici- 
ently fatisfaQtory to us, by reaſon we have not 
an opportunity of making Chymical Experi- 
ments, and therfore would be glad of ſom 
more familiar Demonſtration, wherby we 
might be ſatisfied without being put to much 
trouble. ' | 

For the fſatisfattion of whom, I ſhall here 
lay down a Method, and that the very eaſieſt 
in the World, wherby every man is capable 
- Judging whether my Hypotheſis be true or 
alle, - 

It is well known, even to every Apotheca- 
ry's Boy, that all Acids, ſuch as Oil of V:eriol, 
Oil of Sulphur per Campanam, Spirit of Niter, 
Spirit of Salt, Vinegar, &c. being pour'd up- 
on Syrup of /7olets, or into a Solution of it, 
in any aqueous Vehicle, will immediatly tura 
it from a blue into a = red Color ; and - 
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the Acid is more or leſs ſtrong, ſo will the red 
Color be of a deeper or paler Dye. Oa the 
other hand, all manifeſt Alkalies, ſuch as the 
Lixivious Salts; all the volatil Spirits and 
Salts, ſuch as Spirit and Salt of Heartshory, 
Spirit and Salt of Sal Armoniac, Salt of Vipers, 
&c. will,turn Syrup of Violets, or a Solution 
of it, either in Spring-Water, or any other 
aqueous Vehicle, from a blue into a greet 
Color; and as the Alkaly is more or leſs 
ſtrong, ſo will the green Color be of a paler 
or deeper Dye. , 

From the foregoing Experiments it may be 
naturally infer*d, that it the Serum of the 
Blood will alter the Color of Syrup of Violets, 
or a Solution of ir, from blue to that of Red- 
neſs, it would then be plain that the faid Se- 
rum did abound with Acid Parcicles, by reaſon 
that all Acids, not one excepted, do fo alter 
the Color of it. -But if, on the other hand, 
the Serum of the Blood, being mix*'d with 
Syrup of /Vjolets, or a Solution of it, inſtead 
of changing its Color from blue to red, as 
Acids do, dos, as all other Alkalies, change 
the blue into a manifeſt green ; I think from 
thence it may reaſonably be infer'd, that it a- 
bounds with Alkalies : and as it is more or leſs 
impregnated with Alkalious Particles, ſo the 
reſult is, either a paler or deeper green. 

Now I lively afſert, that I never once 
could find that the Serum of the Blood, either 
in this caſe, or any other that T have men- 
tion'd, 
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tion'd, being mix'd with Syrup of Vjolets or 
a Solution of iz, would tura ir into any orher 
Color than a green one, as all maniteſt Al- 
kalies, not one excepted, do; but as it has 
bin more or leſs impregnated with ce ſaid Par- 
_ ſo the green Color has bin deeper or 
aler. : | 
- This is ſo familiar and eaſy an Experiment, 
that every one is capable of making it on all 
occaſions, Syrup of Yzolets being every where 
to be had, and there cannot be the leaſt Fal- 
lacy or Deceit in it. All manifeſt Alkalies, 
whether volatil or fixt, do change the Color 
of Syrup of Violets, or a Solution of it, from 
a blue one to that of Greennels ; ergo, if the 
Serum of the Blood cauſes the fame change in 
the Color of Syrup of Violets, it muſt cer- 
tainly abound with Alkaliows Farticles, All 
manifeſt Acids do change the Color oi -yrup of 
Violets from blue to that of Redneſs : Bur the 
Serum of the Blood changes the blue Color into 
a green One; ergo it cannot abound with 4- 
clas. 

This is an eaſy way of arguing, and the 
plaineſt Demonſtration in the World, There 
15 no one that libors under a Fit of the Govt, 
or any other Diſtemper wherher Chroni:al oc 
Acute, but will be glad to loſetwo or three 
Ounces of Blood (tho there be no ablulure ne: 
ceſſity for Phlebotomy) to make this Expert» 
ment, upon which ſo much depends, 
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Every Gentleman is able to reafon thus 
with himſelf: My Phyſician tells me that my 
Blood abounds with Acids (or at leaſt moſt of 
the Phy ſicians of our Age do ſo) and upon 
that ſcore gives me Alkalies to mortify and 
corre rhole Acids in my Blood. But if my 
Phyſician ſhould be miſtaken, and inſtead of 
Acid my Blood abounds with Alkalious Par- 
ticles; his giving me Alkalies muſt increaſe 
the Matter of my Diſtemper, and inſtead of 
doing me ſervice, muſt do me the greateſt 
prejudice imaginable ; beſides the great risk 
I run of loſing my Life, which to every man 
is the valuableſt thing in the World. Ther- 
fore lince I have ſo fair an Opportunity pur in- 
to my hands, and by ſo eaſy an Experiment 
am capable of diſcovering with what Particles 
my Bloed abounds, my own Eyes ſhall judg 
whether Acids or Alkalies are to be blam'd ; 
whether this Man's Enemies (no leſs than 
almoſt the whole World, I mean of Phyſici- 
ans) or himſelf are to be blam'd. If the Blood 
abounds with Acids, he ought to be kickt out 
of the Commonwealth, for indeavoring to 
impoſe upon Mankind : but if on the other 
hand the Blood abounds with Alkaliows Par- 
ticles, he deſerves all the Incouragement in 
the World for diſcovering to us ſo uſeful and 
neceſſary a Truth, wherby he expoſes him- 
 kitro the Malice and Rage of ſo many of the 
relt of his Profeſſion. 


This 
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This Experiment is liable to no Obje&ticn 
that I know of, and by the means of ir (I 
thank God) I can refer my ſelf ro every Gentle- 
man, whether the Hypotheſis I have advanced 
be true or falſe, and I am ſure from Gentlemen 
IT ſhall have Juſtice. The Phyſicians in ge- 
neral have indeayored to expole me, but pray 
why havethey don ſo ? becauſe their owning 
me to bein the right, would be an owning of 
their own Miſtakes. But by this eaſy Experi- 
ment I have appeal'd from them to more jult 
and upright Judges, for which they cannot 
blame me; neither wouldI have don it,had not 
ſom of them made it their buſineſs to preach 
- againſt me, even in full and open Coffee- Hou- 
ſes : therfore Juſtice to my ſelf, and Charity 
to Mankind, have oblig'd me thus to plead 
for Truth, which is not aſham'd to appear, 
tho in the moſt naked and open Dreſs. 

An Ounce or two of Blagd is to be ſpared 
in any Caſe ; and pray let but People ſee with 
what reaſon Alkalies have bin hitherto given 
in Fevers, Small Pox, Rheumatiſms, Scurvys, 
Leproſies, Gouts, &c. It will plainly appear 
by this Experiment, that the Blood of ſuch 
Perſons abounds with Alkalies; and if fo, 
why ſhould we crowd in more Alkalies, un- 
leſs it were to prolong the Diſtemper, .to in- 
creaſe the number of Fees ? People muſt long 
fince have known the Truth of this Hypotheſis, 
or they muſt not, If chey have not known 
it, then it's plain they have grop'd in the dark, 
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and have cur'd Diſeaſes with as much certain- 
ty as a blind Man can catch a Hare, as the 
Fioverb is, when we ſpeak of any thing very 
unlikely. Tf they haveknown it before, then 
the giving of A/kalzes at the rate that has bin 
don, is a plain Argument thar they have not 
ated like honeit Mien. But I dare acquit them 
from this Charge, I do belicve they have ſworn 
in verbo Maziſiri, And becauſe a few Book- 
learn Gentlemen have dreamt that the Blood's 
abovnding with Acids, has bin the Cauſe of 
Diſeaſes, therfore right or wrong it muſt be ſo, 
tio contrary to the moſt obvious and plain 
Experiments. When I appeal tothe analy- 
Zing of the Blood by the Fire, my Appeal is 
to Phyſicians only: and this I have already 
don, hut they have refuſed to do me Juſtice ; 
nay inftead of doing Juſtice to Truth and me, 
many of them have abus'd and reproach'd me 
in all places, ſom calling me Fool, others a 
mad Man, and all for no other reaſon, than 
becauſe I have indeavored to advance the Ho« 
nor 2nd Glory of. my Profeſſion, in bringing 
the Cure of Diſcaſes ro ſom ſort of Certainty. 
Now ſince Juſtice has bin refuſed me by my 
Brethren, they cannot be angry with me for 
making my Appeal to thoſe whoſe Intereſt it 
' 15 to do me aſtice, and to incourage me in 
my honeſt Undertakings. 

I am heartily forry I have bin forc'd to be 
ſo very warm; but I doubt not that all the 
honeſt Gentlemen of our Profeſſion will for- 
give 
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give me, when they find I drive at nothing 
{ave the deteQing of Errors, and the advan» 
cing of Truth. There is no one can charge 
me with any thing ſelfiſh (unleſs it be to leave 
a Name to Poſterity) for the publication of 
this piece, and writing in that warm manner 
T have don, by reaſon T have reſerv'd no one 
Secret to my ſelf, but diſcover'd all I know : 
and if I can cure the Gout, others may do it as 
well as I; it is but changing ſides, uſing pro- 
per Acids inſtead of Alkaltes, and being at a 
little trouble in making Obſervations. 

I want ſom Univerſity-Gloſſes to poliſh o- 
ver this whole Treatiſe ; but Truth, like a 
Diamond, will ſparkle and ſhew ir ſelf, cho 
incompaſt with Pebles: Nay, Truth needs 
no fine Gloſſes to put her off, but always ap- 
pears beſt in a naked Dreſs. 

Tam forry I am conſtrain'd to be the Pro- 
mulger of this new DoQtrin, and am obliged 
to inculcat it in ſuch Terms as look: like Self- 
commendation. But I have bin too long meal- 
mouth*d, by which means Truth has luffered - 
Damage : My over-modeſty has bin the cauſe 
that T have bin ſo oppreſt, nay, indeed almoſt 
ſuppreſt from doing any further good in my 
Generation: But a conſtant Series of Suc- 
ceſs has raiſed me up many Friends [to ſtand 
by and ſupport me, and I am therby animated 
to go on 1n the Work have ſo happily begun. 
Nothing but an extraordinary Providence 
could have ſupported me againſt ſo many Ene- 
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mies; as firſt, all the Surgeons in the World, 
and afterwards the Phyſicians : but from the 
Phyſicians (eſpecially of this City) I have 
had by much the faireſt Play, and the moſt 
Civil Treatment ; and I muſt do *em that Jus» 
ſtice, as to ſay, they are more civil to me e- 
very day, for which cauſe I will do all that 
lies ia my power to ſerve **ﬀm. And for the 
Surgeons, I muſt own I gain Friends among 
them daily ; tho by the means of ſom of them, 
I and my Family had like to have bin undon, 
only for indeavoring to do Mankind ſervice. 

The following Treatiſe of the Gout is built 
upon my Hypotheſis of Alkaly and Acid, on 
which ſcore I thought it neceſſary, by way of 
IntroduQtion, to publiſh the foregoing eaſy 
Experiment, that therby the World might be 
ſatisfied of the Truth or Falſhood of the Hy. 
pothelis. | 

It is an caſy matter for any man to mix a 
little good Vinegar or Juice of Lemozxs, with a 
Solution of Syrup of Yjolets, and to obſerve the 
Change immediatly made in the Color of it; 
and at the ſame to mix a little Serum of Blood 
with another Solution of Syrup of Violets, 
and to ſee what a vaſtly different Change that 
makes in the ſaid Solution. By which means 
he will clearly diſcern, that the Particles cau- 
ſing thoſe different "Changes, muſt be vaſtly 
differem:, But upon examination of the 
Change made in the Culor of the ſaid Solu- 
tion by manifeſt Alkalies, it will appear _ 
ho ET an 3 ocng | 6 
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the Particles of them, and the Particles with 
which the Seram of the Blood abounds (eſpe- 
cially in the foremention'd Caſes) are exactly 
the ſame. 

Were there any one nfanifeſt Acid that 
would not turn a Solution of Syrup of Violets 
from a blue Color to a red one, or any mani» 
feſt Alkaly that would not turn the ſaid Solu- 
tion from blue to green, I ſhould ng; inſiſt fo 
much on this Experiment as I have don. But 
ſince all manifeſt Acids do produce a Redneſs, 
and all manifeſt Alkalies a Greenneſs, I have 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe (had I 
no other cauſe) that the Serum of the Blood 
abounds with Alkalious Particles by reaſon it 
never fails of turning the blze Solution into 
C—_ eſpecially in the Caſes before-men- 
tioned. 


ObjeF. Suppoſing your Hypotheſis true, an 
that TG Predeceſſoro| have big miſtaken z Ns 
coms it to paſs that they could ever cure any 
Diſeaſe ? 

Anſw. T own they have bin able to cure ſom 
few Diſcaſes, but how they have don it they 
themſelves could never tell. IF it be certain 
(as there is not the leaſt reaſon of doubting) 
that the Blood in all or moſt Diſeaſes abounds 
with Alkaliows Pasticles, and at the ſame time 
they accounted for the Symroms of Diſeaſes 
from the Blood*s abounding with Acids, how 
is it poſſible that the Pratice built on fo falſe 
| A 
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a Bottom could ever be certain or ſucceſsful ? 

Bat they without being at the trouble of ana- 

Iyzing, or nicely inquiring into the Nature of 

them, have given Steel, Antimony, &c. and 

the ſeveral Preparations of them, and by means 

therof have cur'd ſeveral Diſeaſes ; but they 

have given them as Alkalies, when at the 

ſame time they will appear to any inquiſitive 

Perſon to be Acids. They have alſo given ma- 
ny of the ProduCttions of the Vegetable King- 
dom, by the means of which many Diſtem- 
pers have bin cured ; but upon an exaCt Scru- 
tiny it will appear that moſt Vegetable Produc. 
tions are Acids. There is ſcarce one Plant 

moderatly dried, to free it from the —_— 
Phlegm with which moſt Plants abound, that 
being committed to Diſtillation per ſe in a 
proper Veſſel, will not afford at leaſt nine 
parts of Acid to one of Alkaly ; the wolatil 
Parts or Salts of Plants being Acids, and the 
þx'd ones Alkalies, Now their giving of 
theſe things has ſtood them in ſom ſtead, and 
cur'd many Diſtempers by a way of which 
they. were ignorant. The little knowlege 
we have hitherto had of the true Cauſes of 
Diſeaſes was the reaſon of Helmont's exprel- 
fing himſelf after that manner, when he ſaid, 
Quiſque Artificum facit quod promittit, Statua- 
rius nempe Statuam, Calcearius Calceos indubit 
parat, ſolus autem Medicus nil audet ex arte 
ſpondere. ſui, quis nititur fundamentis incertis, 
& non niſe per accidens atque dolost a" 
| at 
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That there is a Certainty in all Profeſſions but 
that of Phy lic. 

The want of taking pains in making Ex- 
periments has bin the only cauſe of building 
too long the Foundation of our PraQtice upon 
ſo falſe a Bottom ; and I hope what I have 
faid will excite the Phyſicians of our Age to 
make ſuch Experiments, that therby we may 
at upon ſom ſort of Certainty. The Phy- 
ſicians of our Time, more particularly of our 
own Nation, and among them eſpecially thoſe 
of our College, have made more and greater 
Diſcoveriesin Azstomythan ever were before, I 
mean in the Anatomy of the ſolid Parts. But 
as for the Fluids, thoſe Parts wherin the Cauſe 
and Seat of moſt Diſeaſes lurk, they have in a 
great meaſure bin negleted. Yet the College 
abounds with Men of ſuch large Capacitics, 
that if once they ſer about that noble Work, I 
doubt not but they will ſoon perfeQ it, to the 
great SatisfaQion and — of Mankind. 

A$T have before ſaid, fo I ſhall now repeat 
it again that I may not be miſunderſtood, that 
tho I commend Acids in the Cure of Diſeaſes, 
yet I do not pretend that any one Acid will 
anſwer all Intentions, there being a mighty 
difference in their Operation and Nature. 
That Acid which will cure an Acute Diſtem- 
per, generally ſpeaking, may not cure a Chro- 
ical one, I have generally obſerved that w0- 
latil Acids are moſt effeQtual in Acute Diftem- 
pers, and fix'dones in thoſe Diſtempers we call 
Chronic. 
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Chronic. But in theſe things every Man's Prac- 
tice muſt be regulated and govern'd by Obſerya- 
tions: For as Phyſic had its Riſe and Original 
from Obſervation, ſoI am ſure by that alone 
it is capable of being brought to perfeQion. 

What has bin ſaid concerning the difference 
of Acids, has only relation to particular Prac- 
tice; and I have mentioned it upon this ac- 
count, that after People are fully ſatisfied that 
the Cauſe of Diſeaſes dos not procede from the 
Blood's abounding with Acid Particles, but 
on the contrary with Alkalious ones, they 
ſhould not from thence infer, that any one 
Acid is ſufficient to cure all Diſeaſes : For tho 
zt be certain that the Cauſe of all Diſeaſes pro- 
cedes from Alkalies, yet there being a vaſt dif- 
ference in them, as they differ, ſo muſt the 
Acid, uſed to mortify and corre& the Luxu- 
riant Alkaly, differ. There are volatil and 
fixt Alkalies, as well as there are volatil and 
fixt Acids; or at leaſt they are fo, according 
to the receiv'd Notion we have of Fixity and 
Volatility. 

I have all this while bin talking as a Phyſi- 
cian, but not as a Naturaliſt; for tho I ac- 
count for the Cauſe and Cure of Diſeaſes from 
Alkaly and Acid, yet I don't pretend to ac- 
count for aii the Phencemexa of Nature from 
thoſe rwo Principles, tho there have bin thole 
who have undertaken ſo to do, but I conceive 
have bin very much miſtaken, . There are 
many Phenomena in Natural Bodies not to be 

| | aC- 
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accounted for by the mutual Conflit of thoſe 
two Principles,. (if I may fo call them) ſuch 

as Motion and Reſt, Light and Darkneſs, Mag- 
' netiſm, or the Operation of the Loadſore, 
and a great many others, too many here to 
inſert. ' 

I ſhall finiſh this Introduftion with an exaRt 
. Copy of a Letter ſent me from my worthy 
Friend Dr. Jones. 


Dear Sir, 

' NA S for Acids, Dr. Baynard and your ſclf 

deſerve eternal Praiſe. I ever had a great 
Kindneſs for them, and they will readily cure 
more Diſtempers than any other ſort of Medicins : 
They are excellent in the Plague, Spotted Fever, 
aud Small Pox ; and in extraordinary pertine- 
ciows Hemoragies, with a Febricula, they are 
inſtar omnium ; and 4s dangerous 4s thoſe Di- 
ſtempers are, will hardly fail to cure them if 
given plentifully. T have had Experience in 
the three laſt, from which you may infer their 
Prevalency in the Plague ; but I do nos ſpeak 
it merely upon that Inference, but the ſeveral 
credible Agcounts I have had of their uſe to pre- 
vent and cure the Plague. The ſecond Tear of 
my Pra#tice I cured about thirty of Autumnal 
Fevers by the plentiful uſe of Oil of Nitriol. 
I find theffi the adequat Cure in all Caſes wherin 
the Urin is Lixivial, all Putrefattions, all Scur- 
vies wherin the Gums rot, all Caſes wherin 
the Ordure or Urin are of a very ill ſcent, wy 
era 
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lera Morbus, Faundice, Stoppage of Urin, ſo« 
poroſe Aﬀettions : in theſe laſt Caſes they excede 
all things, as they alſo do in Deliquiums ; al 
dangerows Effetts of Opium, of which they are 
the true Correftors, Opium relaxing all the 
Parts, and they contratting them ; all irregular 
Heats of Feet, Hands, &c. Vomitings, want of 
Appetite; Morphew, #nternally end externally 
uſed; Bitings of venomous Creatures; tough 
Phlegm ;, hard Tumors, unleſs ſchirrous ; Drunk- 
enneſs; Diſeaſes of the Mouth that have any 
Stench or Putrefaition ; excellent againſt all 
Norcottic Poiſons whatſoever, to ſmell, take 
inwardly, or dip in them, which i beſt ; nay and 
excedes all things that the World afforas \if 
they be very cold ; Syncopes, too much Sweating, 
Sunburnt outwardly, Thirſt, Furor Uterinus, 
Priapiſmus, piſſing bloody Urin from Putrefatti- 
0n, as in the Small Pox, and when you cannot at- 
tribute it to any other Cauſe than Putref ation: 
Miſcarriages, Itch inward and outward, Ring- 
worm, Tettar : Topreſerve from all Putrefation 
both in Max and Beaſt : Fetor Alarum, Pollu- 
tio NoQturna, Gonnorhea ſimplex; Pedor, or 
ſtink of the Feet, &Cc. 

In all theſe Caſes you may very much depend 
upon them. Make what uſe you pleaſe br this 
Catalogue, to print, or what you will; it i in- 
tended for your Service. | 

Tour affeftionat Lover, 


]. JONES. 
2 : 
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I till Keep the Original Letter by me: And 
the Author of ic is a Man of that Truth and 
Candor, that he would not have wrote me 
ſuch a Letter, and given me a liberty of 
publiſhing it, if he had not bin well fatisfied 
and aſſured of the Truth of what he has ſaid : 
Nay, the Clearneſs of his Reaſon is ſuch, 
that I never knew him mention any thing he 
was not able fully to demonſtrar. 


Of 
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Of the Gour. 
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CHAP. L 


HE Got is called Articularis Morbas, 
becauſe it generally affe&s ſom of 
the Joints; and according to the 
Name of the Joints affeed, it has 

a different Denomination : whea it affeQs the 
Joints of the Hands or Fingers, it is called Chj- 
razra; when it affeQts the Hip, it is called Sci- 
tica; when it affets the Knees, it is called Go- 
ogra; when the Feet, Podagra; when the 
Ancles, Talia, or Talla, &c. 

Tho the Gout has ſo many different Names 
given it, yet Idon't at all apprehend bur the 
Diſtemper is exaftly the ſame, and that the 
different Names procede only from the diffe- 
rence of the Part affeQed. 

This Diſtemper is alſo by ſom called Domi- 
aus Moxborum & Morbus Dominorum, by rea- 
ſon it is one of the moſt tyrannical Diſtem- 
pers, and few but Gentlemen and thoſe of the 
beſt Rank are troubled with ir. It ſomtimes 
exetCciles it ſelf with ſo much Cruelty and Ty- 
ranny, that thoſe who aretroubled with it, are 
almoſt ready to lay violent hands upon them- 
ſelves. The 
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The Gout may be divided into two Species, 
viz. that which is Adventitiow, and that 
which is Hereditary : and of the two that 
which is hereditary, is by much the moſt dif- 
ficult to be cured, and generally rages with the 
greateſt violence, 

The Antients did generally reckon that 
which we call a Rheumatiſm as a ſpecies of the 
Gout, calling it Arthritzs Vaga, or the Wan- 
dering Gout. Burt herein I apprehend they 
were much miſtaken, a Rheumatiſm being 
vaſtly different from the Gout, as will be 
ſhewn ia its proper place ; tho the Method of 
Cure is much the ſame, 

Great have bin the Diſputes about the ori- 
ginal Source or Fountain of this Diſtemper. 
Som will have the Brain to be the principal 
Part concern'd, and that from it the mor- 
bific Matter is tranſlated to the part af- 
fected. Others charge the Liver, and ſom 
the Stomach, as Helmont, &c. But for my 
part I charge the whole Maſs of the Blood, 
and all the Juices, and not any particular 
wk the Reaſons wherof will appear here- 
aſter. 

The Gout is an Index of it ſelf: no one that 
feels the pain, but is capable of diſcerning 
the difference betweea it and all other Pains ; 


. the Pain of the Gout being a deep, diftending, 


piercing, throbbing, continual and bitter Pain. 
I apprehend the Parts moſt immediatly af- 
ſetted ro be the Glandules next adjoining to 
Dy the 
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gie Perioſtium, which is one -of the moſt ſen- 
ſible Membranes in a man's Body. 

I cannot agree with thoſe Gentlemen who 
will have all Pain to procede from a Solution of 
Continuity, which 1n plain Engliſh is either 
a Wound or Ulcer : now for my part I can't 
ſce why we ſhould not be made ſenſible of any 
thing that injures us, which whatſoever cau- 
ſecs Pain dos, without deſtroying the inte- 
grity of the Parts; and *rtis plain, whatever 
cauſes a Sohution of Unity muſt deſtroy the in- 
tegrity of them. Father Malbranch tells us 
that our Senſes are given us to guard our ſelves 
from Injuries, and that they never fail to an- 
{wertheend for which they were given : They 
are never guilty of deceiving us; as for in- 
ſtance, our Taſte (a ſtate of Health ſuppos'd) 
never tells us that Bitter is Sweet, gr Sweet 
Bitter ; our Smells never fail of diſtinguiſhing 
agreable from hurtful Odors; our Feeling 
never fails of diſtinguiſhing Heat from Cold, 
and Cold from Heat, and '{o on : and all theſe 
things procede from a placid Vellication of the 
Membranes. Pain procedes from a contraQi- 
on of the Fibers, and Pleaſure from a placid re- 
laxation of them; which being granted, it 
neceſſarily follows, that a Solution of the U- 
nity of the Parts ſhould rather produce Plea- 
{ure than Pain, by reaſon that when the Fibers 
are broken, they are not ſo able to contraft 
themſelves as when they are whole. 
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T don't from this argue. that there is no Pain 
procedes from a Solution of Unity, buc thar 
there may be very violent Pains where the 
Union of the Parts is preſerv'd intire : As tor 
inſtance, a Blow with a blunt thing upon any 
Part, which only bruiſes it, will occalion 
greater Pain than if the ſame Part were cut 
with a ſharp Inſtrument, tho the one only 
compteſſes the Parts, and the other divides 
them aſunder, and ſo makes a perteCt Solution 
of Unity. And I lay it down as a poſitive 
Aſſertion, that all Pain procedes from.a Stag- 
nation of the Juices, which cauſes a Com- 
preſſion of the Membranes ; and as the Stag- 
nation and Compreſſion are greater or leſſer, 
ſo the Pain is: Burt the ſtagnated Matter, ac- 
cording as it is more or leſs -acrimoniows, io it 
cauſes different ſorts of Pain. Paiz allo is 
different in different parts, according to the 
difference of the Membranes affeRed ; bur 
there is no Pain in any part without Stagna- 
tion. - 

People have more reaſon to believe there is 
a Solution of Unity in the Parts afteQed with 
the Palſy, where there is a viſible conſumtion 
and decay, and the Part perfeQtly waſted ; but 
inſtead of Pain in ſuch parts, they are alto- 
gether void of Senſation. 

My buſineſs is not now to treat of Wounds, 
and therfore I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to give 
any account of rhe Pain which attends them, 
but only take notice, that it is not from the 
S 2 divi- 
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diviſion of the Parts, but from the obſtruQtion 
of tl;e motion of the Juices in the Edges of 
them, which occaſions the Pain that attends 
them; and when once the {ſwelling and inflam- 
mation of the Parts adjacent are taken away, 
the Pain ceales. 

Thoſe who are moſt ſubje to this Diſtem- 
per, areſuch as live quietly and luxuriouſly ; 
and for want of proper Exerciſe, Nature dos 
not ſufficiently diſcharge the ſuperfluous, ex- 
crementitious Juices by the EmunQories de- 
tizn'd for that purpoſe. Ir frequently attends 
thoſe who have bin once poor, and whoſe For- 
rune afterwards has bin greatly mended ; by 
which means the manner of their feeding be- 
ing «ltei'd, and changing a ſpare Diet tor a 
more luxuricus way of living, they frequently 
grow far, and for wanrof good Digeſtion and 
proper Evacuitions greatly abound with grols 
and viſcous Humors. Women are not fo ſub- 
j-C& to this Diſtemper as Men, eſpecially if 
they have their Courſes regularly, by means 
of which Evacuation they are freed from ma- 
ny Dittempers: but the ſtopping of that E- 
Vacuation, Or any too great Dilcharges that 
way, is the only cauſe of many Diltempers 
4trendiny that Sex. | 

The tour may 1n-general be defin'd to be 
a Pain of the Joints and Parts adjacent, occa- 
f104'd [rom an extravaſated. Alkalin Humor 
which irritats the Membranes of the Joints, and 
Parts adjacent. 

To 
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To provethat the whole Maſs of Blooa, and 
all the fluid Parts, are originally concern'd in 
this Diltemper, and not any one particular 
Part, as the Head, Eiver, Stomach, &c. t':c 
following Argumgnts will eviace. 

1. From the general Dilorders that precez 
a Fit. 

2. From the Condition of the Blood and 
Juices during the time of the Fir. Under 
which Head [| ſhall make it appear thzr the 
Blood and Juices during the Fir abcund ncr 
with Acid but Alkalious Particles. 

(1.) Before people are ſeized with a Fir of 
the Gout, they have ſom general Ditorders ; 
and according as their Conſtitutions are dit- 
ferent, ſo are the Diſorders that attend them 
at this time. Bur very few (let thcir Con- 
ſtitutions be what they will) have a Fir of the 
Gout, but they have ſomthing of a Fever be- 
fore it. Now Acids being the only things that 
hinder Fermentations, and prevent Feweys, it 
is impoſſible they ſhould be in the fault ; bur 
Alkalies exciting Fermentations, and by con- 
ſequence cauſing Fevers, are neceſſarily here 
to be blam'd: and were timely care taken to 
corre(t the luxuriant alkalious Particles, I am 
ſure it would not be difficult ro prevent a Fir; 
and there is ſcarce any one that has a Fir of 
the Gout, but has timely notice to prevent ic 
in caſe they will take a true Method. 

Somtimes the Fits of this Diſtemper arc 
very regular, returning at certain periods ot 
S 3 Lime : 
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time; at other times very uncertain : but that 
for the moſt part procedes from an irregular 
way of living, and the debility of Nature. 

Dr. Sydenham, that honeſt and fair Man, to 
whom all the World is beholden for his inge- 
nious and candid way of writing, in his Trait 
de Pod1gra, ſays thus: Quoties itaque regularis 
et Podagra,hoc fere modo Afgrum azgreditur, 8c. 
As oft as the Gout is regular, it attacks peo- 
ple in this manner ; at the latter end of Jans- 
ary, or the beginning of February, it all on a 
ſudden invades them, having no other know- 
lege of ir, but that they find a Crudity and 
Rawneſs of their Stomachs for ſom weeks be- 
fore, with a windy ſort of Diſtention and 
hcavinels of the Body ; which Symtoms eve- 
ry day increaſe, till at laſt the Tyrant all at 
once appcars : a few days before which there 
is a ſoit of Drowſizeſs, and as it were a deſcent 
of Winds thro the fleſhy parts of the Thighs, 
with a /paſmodic AﬀeQton : and the day before 
the Fit, the Appetit 1s more voracious than at 
ther times, bur not natural, All which Sym. 
roms (except the laſt, and that I have par- 
ticularty ſpoken of in the Appendix to my Eſ- 
ſay of Alkaly and Acid) procede from the a- 
bungance of Alkalious Particles, as will par- 
ticularly be made appear. 

The Patient gos tolerably well to bed, but 
abour the ſecond hour after midnight is excited 
with moſt violent Pain, for the moſt part af- 
tcQing the great To, ſomtimes the Heel, and 
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at other times the Ankle ; preſently there Fol- 
lows a Rigor and Horror, and ſomthing of a 
Fever, Thus much for the Symtoms preced- 
ing a Regular Fit ; next follow the Symtoms 
preceding thoſe Fits called irregular ones. 

. Wheras in regular Fits the Feet only are 
infeſted, they ſeeming to be the moſt genuin 
Seat for the morbific Matter, as indeed the 
Word generally uſed for this Diſtemper ſeems 
to intimat, Podagra, being Pedis Capturs, a 
Diſtemper of the Feet ; ſo when it affeQts a- 
ny othet Part, it is a moſt certain ſign that 
the Method of the Diſtemper is inverted, or 
that the Parts have loſt their Vigor : But as ir 
too frequently happens, either from the uſe 
of improper Medicins, or ſom other Irregu- 
larities, it changes its Courſe, and ſomtime3 
affets one part, ſomtimes another, as the 
Hands, Wriſts, Kees, &c. ſomtimes it af- 
feRts the Fingers, and by degrees makes them 
uſeleſs ; and in ſom time there are Nodes pro- 
duced, containing in them a Subſtance much 
like Chalk or Crabs Eyes, which is ſeldom ge- 
nerated in any other part but the Fingers or 
Toes, where the Veſſels being ſmall, this groſs 
Alkalious Matter is not capable of being ab- 
ſorbed by the ſmall Capillary Veſſels, and fo 
by long lying gs converted into the foreſaid ' 
Subſtance : which being nothing but the mor- 
bific Matter indurated, is a clear Demonſtra- 
tion of the Fhpotheſis I have advanced, and 
am indeavoring to confirm. The indurated 
Sy 4 mor « 
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morbific Matter being a plain known Alkaly, 
it is impoſſible the Diſtemper can procede from 
Acids : S»mtimes the morbitic Matter being 
lodg'd upon the Wriſt, caules large white 
Swellings, I have ſeen them as big as a large 
Egg : [and ſomrimes upon the Joints of the 
Fingers, I having ſeen all the Joints of both 
Hands in ſom perſons ſwel'd to ſuch a degree, 
that it isalmoſt incredible ; and of all Swellings, 
theſe white ones are the moſt difficult to be 
brought down.] * When it affets the Thighs 
(which is very ſeldom) it cauſes a ſenſe as if 
a great Weight were hang'd upon the part; - 
but the Veſſels being great, the Obſtruction 
is not ſo, and ſo dos not excite very great pain 
in that part. . But when ir affeQs the Knees, 
it cauſes the molt exquiſit Torments, and fix- 
es the Patient to the place where he lics as if 
he were faſtned with a Nail, he not being 
able ro move himiclf at all : yet the Pain is 
not alozether fo urgent during the whole Fir, 
ſo the Patient keeps but the Part affeQted quier. 
{When it affects the Shoulder alſo, it puts the 
Paticat into moſt miſerable Pain, and fre- 
quently laſts longer than in any other part 
tcliJes, unleſs it-be the Heel, from which part 
I have ſomtimes met with a great deal of dif- 
ficulty in removing. it, ] 

The Regular Gout (if ſo Tyrannical a Di- 
Remper can at all deſerve that Name) ſeldom 
:nvades people but abour the latter end of Win- 
per ; 2nd atcer it ligs play'd its pranks for two 
| - or 
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or three months at furtheſt, it civilly gos off, 
and leavesthe Paticat ina good ſtate of Health: 
But after it becoms irregular, ſom people are 
never free the whole Year, unleſs in the two 
orthree very hot months, and have frequently 
the moſt ſharp and violent Pains for fourteen 
days or more together, without the leaſt re- 
miſſion, attended with Sickneſs, and very fre- 
quently an almoſt total loſs of Appetit; which 
cannot procede from an abundance of Acids, 
for that excites Appetit, and helps Digeſtion. 
At thoſe Intervals when the Diſtemper 1s a- 
bated and off, they have generally a great 
ſtiffneſs and diſorder in thoſe Joints that have 
bia affetted, I mean in entiquated, irregular 
Gouts; for after the Fit of a regular Gour, 
there is no ſuch thing. This is to be oblerv'd 
that the more years people have labored under 
this Diſtemper, the els violent is their -Pain ; 
but then they are generally attended with a 
greater Sickneſs and Diſorder in their Sto- 
machs : nay, ſomtimes the morbific matter is 
wholly thrown into the Stomach and Guts, 
which are membranous parts 3 and when it 
is ſo, it ſeldom fails of proving fatal, [unleſs 
the Symtoms are ſuddenly taken off by pro- 
per Remedies. ] If ic be any fatisfaftion to 
men in miſery to be accounted among the 
Number of thoſe who are men of Senſe, all 
people who are afflifted with the Gout may 
claim that Privilege : For, as to my own part, 
I never yet met with one Blockhead or Fool 

| ever 
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ever troubled with it, which istaken notice of 
A almoſt all that have written upon this Sub- 
ect. 

|; The Blood% abounding with too great a 
quantity of Alkalious Particles, is the ge- 
neral Cauſe of this Diſtemper, in order to 
which there are ſeveral other things that con- 
cur: As, 

Firſt; Too moiſt a ſtate of Air, which 
hinders free Tranſpiration, and wherby the 
Excrementitious Alkalin Particles, which 
ſhould be thrown out by the cutaneome Pores, 
are retained ; and the quantity of Excremen- 
titious Alkaly, which is thrown out that 
way, thoſe Paſſages being free, is not incon- 
ſiderable; which Particles being retained in 
the Blood, do greatly contribute to the raiſing 
of this unruly Devil, which the wiſeſt Ma- 
gicians hitherto have not bin able to lay, and 
which has bin the occaſion of this Saying, 


Solvere nodoſam neſcit Medicina Podagram. 


And this isone of thoſe Devils which is not to 
becaſt out but by Prayer and Faſting ; that is, 
Nature without help, is not able to get the 
maſtery of it, or torid her ſelf from it. But a- 
las, for want of a true knowlege of the gene- 
ral Cauſe of this Diſtemper, Nature has hi- 
therto rather bin oppreft than aſſiſted ; this 
Hhara not being to be overcom but by pour- 
ing in freſh Battalions arm'd with pointed 
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Spears and Lances upon him, iz. by giving 
large quantities of Medicins, whoſe Particles 
are pointed, and therby made capable of di- 
viding the groſs obſtruting Matter, and turn- 
ing it into a ſtate of Fluidity. 

Secondly ; The uſe of many ſorts of Meat, 
and too great Ingurgitation therof; for by 
that means the Stomach is oppreſt, and Di- 
geſtion hindred ; by which means the whole 
Oeconomy of the Body is put out of order, 
and a Foundation laid for more Diſtempers 
than that of the Goxt only ; the Stomach be- 
ing to the Body as the Root to the Tree, or a 
Spring-head to a River: for if the Spring or 
Fountain-head be muddy, or troubled, the 
Streams that come from 1t muſt be ſoalſo ; if 
the Root of the Tree be vitiated, the Branch-. 
es canqot be ſupplied as they ought. Good 
Digeſtion makes good Chyle, and good Chyle 
makes good Blood ; but if the Chyle be vi- 
tiated by ill Digeſtion, the Blood made by it 
muſt be vitiated alſo, and conſequently muſt 
be the cauſe of bringing thoſe Diſtempers 
upon people to which they are ſubjea. For 
as my Predeceſſors have accounted for the gene- 
ral Cauſe of, all Diſeaſes from too geeat an 
Acidity of the Blood and Juices, and according 
to the difference in the Body. and Part affeRed, 
the Diſtemper has differ'd; fo I, who ac- 
count for the general Cauſe of all Diſcaſes 
from the abundance of Alkaliows Particles, 
dont think I do amiſs in following the _ 
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ſteps of my great Predeceſlors in this, that 
the ſame Alkaly, which thrown upon the 
Joints cauſes the Gout, being thrown upon 
the Lungs may cauſe'a Phtiſis or Conſumtion ; 
and upon the Membranes of the Brain, may 
cauſe a Stagnation and Extravaſation of the 
Blood, and occaſion an A poplexy, &c. 
Thirdly; The often uſe of ſtrong Wines, 
eſpecially faſting, by which means the Blood 
and Juices being impregnated with the Spirits 
of the ſaid Wine, theſe Spirits meeting with 
the volatil Alkalious Salt of the Blood, by a 
mutual conjunftion or combination of them, 
are turn'd into that Subſtance (or ſomwhat 
like it) which Helmont calls his Offa Alba; 
which coagulated Subſtance not being capable 
of moving with the Blood and Juices thro 
the ſmall Veſlcls, cauſes Obſtruftions : and 
that the Gour procedes from obſtruCting, cor- 
roive Particles, I believe no one doubts. 
Likewiſe the ſaid vinous Spirits aQting upon 
the Nerves, do cauſe them to loſe their Tenſi- 
ty, I meaa when the ſaid Liquors are drunk 
in too large quantities, and often repeated : 
tor a {mall quantity of Wine drank at conve- 
nient Seaſons dos raiſe the Spirits, and invi- 
gorate the Nerves; but a Bow overbent be- 
coms guod for nothing: andany thing elſe that 
is of a ſpringy nature being overpreſt, makes 
rhem loſe their Springineſs altogether ; ſo the 
Nerves being over excited by large quantities 
of Wane, at laſt loſe their Tone, and __ 
; ® 
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' of extended Cords they becom lax, and by 


that means are made uncapable of exciting or 
atuating the Membranes, the ſenſible Parts, 
which are made up of nothing elſe but ner- 
vous Fibrille, ſo that groſs Particles being 
thrown upon them, they are made uncapable of 
freeing themſelves from the ſaid Particles, and 
all becauſe they have loſt their wonted Vigor. 
The whole Occonomia Animalis is pertorm'd by + 
Relaxation and ContraQtion, as will be ſhewn 
more at large in its proper place; and when 
the Parts, viz. the nervous Fibers, have loſt 
their Tone, they are not abke to disburden 
themſelves of the excrementitious or mor- 
bific Particles caſt upon them : wheras when 
they are in a due ſtate of Tenſion, if any he- 
terogeneous Particles are caſt upon them, they 
readily throw them off ; and there is nothing 
ſo much deſtroys the Tenſity of the Nerves as 
hard Drinking : wherfore it was well ſaid by a 
certain Poet, 


Una Salus ſanis, nullam potare Salutem. 


He that in Health would long remain, 
From drinking Healths he muſt refrain. 


Fourthly ; The immoderat uſe of Venereal 
Exerciſes, which ſpends the Spirits, and de- 
caysnatural Heat, and ſo procures a Weaknels. 
to all the parts of the Body. Every man ex- 
periences, that by a few Yenereal Imbraces his 

Spirits 
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Spirits becom more languid, and his Body 
more weakned, than by the loſs of a large 
quantity of Blood. Ir has bin obſery'd, and 
is what I believe generally holds true, that few 
or none are ever troubled with the Gout before 
Marriage, or the uſe of Venery ; and yet 
the Roman Prieſts of all ſorts both Regular and 
Secular, who profeſs Chaſtity and abjure Ma- 
- trimony, are as frequently troubled with this 
Diſtemper as any people in the world. Ir is 
a vain thing to ſuppoſe, as ſom have don, that 
the Reaſon why Children have not the Gout 
as well as grown People, is, becauſe the Jui- 
cesof their Bodies are not ſo very acrid, when- 
as we frequently ſee them as much or mote 
ſubje& to ſcrophulow Tumors, &c. than 
grown Perſons are, which procedes from no- 
thing elſe but an.extraordinary Acrimony of 
the Juices. There is nothing puts the Spirits 
into that violent Motion, and exagitats them 
ſo much as Venereal Exerciſes ; and whatever 
violently exagitats the Spirits, muſt weaken 
the Nerves, and make them unfit to perform 
their Offices, which is to contra the Parts, 
and inable them ro throw off whatever is 
noxious or hurtful to them : wheras, when 
they have loſt their Tone, they are unfit for 
that Office. There is a twofold Motion in 
mens Bodies, viz. a voluntary and involun- 
tary one; the voluntary one is when we move 
all or any particular part at ourown pleaſure: 
and there is no ons that I know denies bur all 
Animal 
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Animal Motion is perform'd by the media- 
tion of the Nerves. Involuntary Motion is 
that which is perform'd whether we will or 
not, being executed as well when we are fleep- 
ing as waking; ſuch is the Motion of the 
Lungs, Heart, Arteries, &s. Now one 
reat End of involuntary Motion is, that the 
Parts being contrafted or {queez'd together, 
they may throw off all noxious, excremen- 
titious Particles by Pores prepar'd for that pur- 
poſe, which cannot be rightly don when the 
Parts have loſt their Springineſs and Tone. 
Fifthly ; Overmuch Sleep, eſpecially in the 
Afternoon, and that immediatly after Dinner. 
It & generally allow*d and made appear by ſe- 
veral Great Men, but more particularly by my 
worthy Friend Dr. Cole, that there is a uni- 
verſal Relaxation of the Nerves and nervous 
Fibers during the time of Slezp, but more 
eſpecially of thoſe Parts not made uſe of for 
involuntary Motion ; and the Parts uſed for in- 
voluntary Motion have not that occaſion for it 
as the other Parts have, they wanting but a 
{mall ſupply of nutritious Particles in compari- 
ſon of the others. Now during the time of the 
relaxation of the Parts they receive the Matter 
for their Nutrition into them, as that excellent 
Perſon well obſerves ; but the faid Matter can- 
not be applied to them till Sleep is over, and the 
Parts com toa ſtate of ContraQtion ; by means 
of which ContraQion, ſo much as is neceſſa- 
ry is applied to them, what is In” is 
taken 
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taken or preſt into the receptory Glands, and 
carried again into the Blood-veſſels by the 
Lymphedutts, and the excrementirious Parts 
diſcharged by the excretory Glands, Thus it 
is in a ſtate of Health, and that it ſhould be 
ſo is abſolutely neceſſary ; for while we are a- 
wake there are vaſt waſtes and loſs of Subſtance, 
as I have obſerv'd Nov. Lum. Chyr. pag. . and 
that this waſte ſhould be ſupplied is not only 
convenient, but abſolutely neceſſary, whichcan- 
not be more commodiouſly don than while we 
are aſleep: the Nerves and nervous Fibers be- 
inz lax, the Parts are more capable of admit- 
ting the nutritious Particles into them than at 
any other time. That there is a univerſal 
Relaxation of all the Parts during the time 
we ſleep, is paſt diſpute; and thar it ſhould 
be ſo is abſolutcly neceſſary : for all the 
Nerves and nervous Fibers while we are 
awake (a ſtate of Health being ſuppoſed) are 
kept in a full Extenſion, like a bent Bow, 
or extended Fiddleſtrings, which, if their Ex- 
tenſion be overlong continued, do therby be- 
com uſeleſs: therfore to preſerve and keep 
them fit for uſe, it is found neceſſary to caſe 
them of their Tenſion ſomcimes, that therby 
they may be ſerviceable upon occaſion. Thus 
it 1s with the Nerves, which being always ex- 
tended when we are awake, it 1s neceſſary 
they ſhould be relax'd during the time of Sleep, 
thar therby being ſupplied with freſh Spirits, 
they may be fi:tcd for the Morrow's Aion. 
Ba: 
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But as Sleep moderatly uſed affords this great 
Convenience, ſo by pales overmuch indulg- 
ing themſelves in it, it proves very detrimen- 
tal: by continuing the Nerves and Fibers too 
long in a ſtate of Laxity, they receive too 
great a quantity of Humidity into them, and 
therby becom uafic for Attion, not being able 
to throw off the *excrementitious Juices, nor 
apply the nutritious ones as they ought to be ; 
which is the reaſon that thoſe who ſleep much, 
eſpecially after Dinner, ; are generally groſs and 
unweildy, the Fibers being clog'd, and ſo un- 
capable of rightly diſpoſing the Juices that are 
lodg'd upon or in thern, or performing any 0- 
ther animal Offices as they ought. Ir is com- 
monly ſeen that thoſe who much indulge 
themſelves in {leeping, are full of Juices, and 
enerafly lazy ; wheras ſuch as Content them- 

elves with a moderat quantity of Sleep are 

vegete and ſpritely, and fit for all manner of 
Undertakings. Tho I allow Nutrition to be 
perform'd while we are aſleep, yet I believe 
the quite contrary as to Digeſtion of folid Food 
in the Stomach, rhat nor bing to be don bur 
when the Fibers of the Stomach are ſo vigo- 
rbus and tite, as to be able ro ſqueeze out the 
Chyle into the ſmall Guts as faſt as it is made 3 
rione of the Juices of our Bodies being any o- 
ther way made thati by Comminution and 
Compreſſion; of, Mixture, of whiich Office 
the Srotnacli is altogether uncapable when we 
fre aſlezp! AM all People (very few except- 
T ed} 
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taken or preſt into the receptory Glands, and 
carried again into the Blood-veſſels by the 
Lymphedutts, and the excrementicious Parts 
diſcharged by the excretory Glands, Thus it 
is in a ſtate of Health, and that ic ſhould be 
ſo is abſolutely neceſſary ; for while we are a- 
wake there are vaſt waſtes and lofs of Subſtance, 
as I have obſerv'd Nov. Lum. Chyr. pag. . and 
that this waſte ſhould be ſupplied is not only 
convenicnt, but abſolutely neceſſary, whichcan- 
not be more commodiouſly don than while we 
are aſleep: the Nerves and nervous Fibers be- 
inz lax, the Parts are more capable of admit- 
ting the nutritious Particles into them than at 
any other time. Thar there is a univerſal 
Relaxation of all the Parts during the time 
we flcep, is paſt diſpute; and thar it ſhould 
be ſo 1s abſolutcly neceſſary : for all the 
Nerves and nervous Fibers while we arc 
awake (a ſtate of Health being ſuppoſed) arc 
kept in a full Extenſion, like a bent Bow, 
or extended Fiddleſtrings, which, if their Ex- 
tenſion be overlong continued, do therby be- 
com uleleſs; therfore to preſerve and keep 
them fit for uſe, ir is found neceſſary to caſe 
them of their Tenſion ſomrimes, that therby 
they may be ſerviceable upon occaſion. Thus 
It 15 with the Nerves, which being always ex- 
tended when we are awake, it 1s neceſſary 
they ſhould be relax'd during the time of Sleep, 
thar theroy being ſupplied wich freſh Spirits, 
tiey may ie fi:tud for the Morrow's Attion. 
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But as Sleep moderatly uſed affords this great 
Convenience, ſo by peliÞles overmuch indulg- 
ing themſelves in it, it proves very detrimen- 
tal: by continuing the Nerves and Fibers too 
long in a ſtate of Laxity, they receive too 
great a quantity of Humidity into them, and 
therby becom unkic for Action, not being able 
to throw off the 'excrementitious Juices, nor 
apply the nutritious ones as they ought to be ; 
which is the reaſon that thoſe who ſl:ep much, 
eſpecially after Dinner, . are generally groſs and 
unweildy, the Fibers being clog'd, and ſo un- 
capable of rightly diſpoſing the Juices that are 
lodg'd upon or in then, or performing any 0- 
ther animal Offices as they ought. Ir is com- 
monly ſeen that thoſe who much indulge 
themſelves in fleeping, are full of Juices, and 
generally lazy ; wheras ſuch as Content them- 
ſelves with a moderat quantity of Sleep are 
vegete and ſpritely, and tic for all manner of 
Undertakings. Tho 1 allow Nutrition to be 
perform*d while we are aſleep, yet I believe 
the quite contrary as to Dige{lion of folid Food 
in the Stomach, rhat nor bing to be don bur 
when the Fibers of the Stomach are ſo vigo-+ 
rous and tite, as to be able ro ſqueeze out the 
Chyle into the ſmall Guts as faſt as it is made ; 
rione of the Juices of our Bodies being any o- 
ther way made thati by Comminution and 
Compreſſion; of, Mixture, of whiich Office 
the Stcmatli is altogether uncapable when we 
*re aflezp: Ard all People (very few except” 
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ed) who cat Supperslate at night, find a Load 
of undigeſted Matter agpn their Stomach next 
morning ; and, as I ſaid before, Digeſtion be- 
ing hindred, the Chyle muſt be depraved, 
and by confequence all the other Juices. As 
eating late Suppers is very pernicious, of con- 
ſequence ſleeping after Dinner muſt have the 
ſame effe@, it beingonly from peoples going to 
bed, and ſleeping after ſupper, which makes 
that hurtful: for would they uſe as much 
Exerciſe, and continue as long from Sleep 
after Supper as Dinner, they would be both 
of equal advantage ; but ſince Man can't live 
without ſleeping, and Night being the moſt 
proper time for it, all things being quietand 
{till art that time, it is neceſſary that People 
ſhould eat their full Meals at ſuch times as the 
Stomach is moſt capable of digeſting them, 
And we generally find that thoſe who moſt in- 
dulge themſelves with Slecp, eſpecially after 
Meat, tho they have grols corpulent Bodies, 
yet they are generally {ubje&t to Diſeaſes, and 
are ſeldom long-liv'd, which argues that Di- 
geſtion 15 not well perform'd. 

Sixthly; Overmuch Watching, and Faſting, 
and Study, Sorrow and Care, and much La- 
bor, becauſe they ſpend the Body, and cauſe a 
weakneſs in the Parts therof, may occaſion the 
Gout, It is a common Maxim, that Omne 
Nimiumrwertitur in Vitium; fo the Nerves and 
nervous Fibers being kept 1n a ſtate of Laxity 
too long, by being overchar;2d with wy 
m-1l 
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moiſt Particles, are bardly to be brought : » a 
due ſtate of tenlity again : and bcing roo lorg 
kept in aſtate of Extenſion, by that mans iote 
their Tone, which 15 not again to be reitor'd 
but with the greateſt difficulty imaginatle. A 
Bow being kept long benr, or Fiddleſtrings I. fe 
extended for -any long time, do both ofr 
them becom ulelels : So it is with the Ner. es 
and the Offsprings of them; the Five:s, 
which are the only Inſtruments of arimay 
Motion, whether natural or voluntary, when 
kept too long extended, the Spirits being ex- 
hauſted by that means, becom flaccid, anc {vo 
uncapable of throwing oft rhe excrementitious 
Alkalious Particles, (all the Excremenrs ct 
Man's Body being A/kaliows) wherby Obltruc- 
tion» are cauſed, and by that means Pain eitl:icr 
greater or leſs according as the Obſtruttion is, 
or the Particles more or lels acrid, 

Seventhly; Ovcrmuch Reſt and Eaſe do 
greatly contribute ro the producing, of this 
Diſtemper, by reaſon that for want of due 
Exerciſe many Superfiuitiesare retain'd in theo 
Body, which by moderat Exercile would |: 
diſcharg'd. Moderat Exercile purs the Blood 
and Juices into a brisk and nimble Motion, 
by which means Tranſpiration is greatly pro- 
moted ; and Tranſpiration being one ot the 
greateſt and moſt advantageous Evacuations, 
that being hindred, cr not ſufficiently pro- 


- 


moted, muſt be of univerſal diſadvantage to, 


the whole Body. | 
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E:ghthly ; Sudden Reſt, and expoſing the 
Body to the Air in cold or moiſt Seaſons after 
any violent Exerciſe, is as great a Cauſe of ' 
this Diſtemper, and many others, as any one 
thing beſides. All forts of Exerciſe, as be- 
fore obſerv'd, do ſet the Blood and Juices into 
brisk Motion ; which Motien being ſuddenly 
checkd, and Tranſpiration hindred on a ſud- 
den, the excrementitious Particles, which 
would otherwiſe have bin carried off that way, 
are thrown upon ſom of the Parts, which by 
cauſing Obſtruftions,and vellicating the Mem- 
branes, promote pain in the higheſt degree. 4 

Ninthly; The total leaving off any ac- 
cuſtom'd Exerciſe is very pernicious, for the 
Reaſons before-mentioned. 

Tenthly ; From the keeping of the Feet e1- 
ther too hot or too cold. 'The Gout is, by 
way of eminency, generally called Podagra, 
quia Pedum uſum impediat, becauſe it takes a- 
way the uſe of the Feet, which are more ge- 
nerally afteted than any other Part. Now 
Cold keeps the Nerves in a ſtate of Contracti- 
on or Extenſion, and Heat relaxes them ; and 
being either contracted or relaxed too long, 
for the Reaſons before-mentioned, they loſe 
their Springineſs, and therby are not capable 
of throwing off the excrementitious Alkalin 
Particles, of which all the Parts are full : and 
the Nerves of the Feet being diſorder'd, ha- 
viog loſt their Tone, a greater Flux of Hu- 
. mors 15 thrown upon them than any other = 
whic 
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which makes the Gout there more tormenting 
and troubleſom than in any other Part. Ir is 
that Fluxof Humors to the lower Parts, which 
makes the healing of either Wounds or Ul- 
cers in the Legs or Feet much more trouble- 
ſom and difficulr, than in any of the ſuperior 
Parts. So it is in the Gout, when the Feet or 
Ancles, but eſpecially the Heels, are affeed, 
a Fit is much more difficult to be taken off, 
than from any other Part. So likewiſe when 
the Tone of that Part is any way injur'd, it. 
much ſooner receives morbific Imprefſions 
than any Part beſides. 

Eleventhly ; From the ſtopping of any uſual 
Evacuation, as the monthly Courſes in Wo- 
men, and a Flux of the Hemorrhoids in Men, 
which I have frequently known to keep their 
certain Periods toa day ; by means of which 
ObſtruQtion the excrementitious Matter want- 
ing its uſual Vent, is tranſmitted to ſom other 
part of the Body. And according to the na- 
ture of the Part on which it is thrown, it 
exerciſes its Tyranny. If there be a Laxity 
in any of the Joints, it is thrown there, and 
ſo cauſes the Gout, and other different Diſeaſes 
according to the Nature ot the Part on which 
it COms. | 

Having ſomwhat diſtiaQly givea an ac- 
count of all thoſe things which either cauſe 
the Gout at the beginning, or accelerat a Fic 
in thoſe who have already received the myar- 
bitic Impreſſion, and alſo of the ge eral Dit- 
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orders that precede a Fit, I ſhall now com to 
my Second He2d, which 15, 

Secoadly, Thar the Blood and Juices during 
the rime of the Fit abound not with Acid 
Farcicles, but on the contrary with Alkalions 
UNCS. 

I hate Tamologies, and therfore ſhall not 
here trouble you with any Experiments made 
upon Guuty Peoples Blood, but refer you to 
my Hiſtory of Human Blooa, [a {mall Specimen 
of which you have in my firſt -Anſwer to 
Dr. Tuthi/] where you will find ſeveral Ex- 
periments ranged in ſuch Order, and Refe- 
YENCCS Mate to the Subſtances: obtained from - 
the Blood of Pcople in a ſtate of Health, with 
the great diſproportion between the quantity 
ct Aikaly obtain'd trom the one and the other, 
Z!iatit will raiſe your Admiration to ſee how 
we have grop'd in the dark tor want of mak- 
ing Experiments. I have colten found the 
quintiry of Alka'y obtained from the Blood 
of People laboring under a Fit of the Gour, 
to cxcede that obtainable trom People in a 
tate of Health, frequently as fix to four, 1 
theratouts, fomtimes as five and a halb ro four, 
ar Otner times as ve to {our ; the Quaniity 
of Aly, 12 whic'; the Bi:od of rhoſe labor- 
10g undera Fic of te Gour, excedes tlzar of 
healthy People, didcring as $i Pi 1s Ore Or 
Icls violent. . 

Betictes the neceſſary Concluſions to be made 
trom reiterated Experiments, cf which, as [ 
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faid before, you will find many ranged in their 
proper places, which Experiments themſelves 
are as clear a demonſtration of the Truth of 
my Hypotheſis, as is given by the greateſt 
Mathematicians to prove any of their Propo- 
ſitions ; and indeed we have no other way of 
arriving at Truth than by making Experi- 
ments ; for a man ought not to draw a Con- 
cluſion from any one Experiment, but where 
Multitudes do exaQtly agree wirh little or no 
variation, one may without preſumtiondraw 
a Concluſion from 'em, tho it may thwart the 
commonly received Opinions : I ſay, beſides 


the neceſſary Concluſions to be made from re- 


iterated Experiments, of diſtilling or anali- 
zing by Fire the Blood of fuch as labor under 
a Fit of the Gout, from the generating of the 
chalky Subſtance contained in the Nodes during 
that time, -which Nodes and chalky Sub- 
ſtance are at no other time produced than in 
the very time of a Fit; it plainly appears that 
the Blood and Juices do more abound with Al- 
kalious Subſtances than ar other times ; that 
is, the Blood and Juices of one laboring under 
a Fit of the Gout do more abound with Alka- 
lious Particles, than the Blood of the ſame or 
any other perſon who is in a ſtate of Health. 
What is this cretaceozs Body but a colleCtion of 
homogene Particles, Particles of one determi- 
nat Figure? I ſay, a colleQtion of Particles 
of one determinat Figure, by reaſoa the Fire 
will not totally deſtroy its Texture, wh.ch 
T 4 V\ ErE 
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were it a Body compoſed of Particles of dif- 
ferent ſizes and figures (which are what we 
Chymiſts call hereregene ones) the Fire would 
deſtroy it ; and thar theſe Particles are what 
we call Alkalin ones, I ſuppoſe no one will 
diſpure, ſeeing they anſwer all the Phenomena 
that the moſt known Alkalies will do, viz. to 
cauſe an Ebullition or Efferveſcence with all 
the acid Spirits, ſuch as Spirit of Nzter, Sea- 
Salt, Vitriol, Vinegar, &c. and when calcind 
will turn Syrup of Violets green, and ſomtimes 
(tho not always) do the ſame without Cal- 
Cination. Now the Blood and Juices during 
the time of a Fit being roo rturgid with Alka» 
lious Particles, and the EmunQories by which 
they ſhould be diſcharged being ſom way or 0- 
ther obſtrufted, or made uncapable of throw- 
ing off theſe excrementitious Alkalious Par- 
ticles, by that means they are thrown upon 
that Part which is moſt diſpoſed to receive 
them, andaffeQ the Part with the moſt raging, 
intolerable fort of Pain : and in time there 1s 
a coalition of the ſaid morbitic, excrementiti- 
ous Particles into the ſaid cretaceous Subſtance ; 
and it 35 very plain, the faid Subſtance is no- 
thing elſe but the morbitic Matter indurated. 
* Thar the whole Maſs of Blood, and the reſt 
of the Juices do abound with too great a quan- 
tity of Alkaly during tlie Fir, and before the 
Fit coMs on, not only tlie Generation or Coa- 
Zition of this chalky, alkalious Subſtance, but 
the Quartity that is generated is ſufficient ro e- 
VINCE, 
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vince. I have known almoſt two Drams taken 
from the middle Joint of the great To, which 
was all generated in that place, at leaft during 
the time of a Fir, which was not a very long 
one; and that it was generated during that 
time 1s plain, the Part not being in the leaſt 
ſwelled before the Fit's Invaſion : and that this 
Subſtance, or the Particles of which it is com- 
poſed, are ſeparated from the whole Maſs of 
Fluids, is paſt contradiftion. According to 
the moſt nice Obſervation I could ever make, 
this Subſtance is lodged in the Glands immedi- 
atly adjoining to that Membrane which co- 
vers the Bones at the place of their joining tc- 
gether. Now if the whole fluid Matter con- 
cain'd in thoſe Glands were converted into 
that chalky Subſtance, the quantity could nor 
be ſo great as what is frequently found upon 
ſom of the ſmall Joints, viz. on the Fingers 
and Toes: Therfore it muſt procede trom 
theſe Parts being overmuch relaxed, by which 
means this great quantity of Alkaly is ſeparat- 
ed from the whole Maſs, and caſt upon them:. 
That it cannot procede from the Coagulation 
of the Juices in the Part only, is very plain, 
the Juices of the Part being heterogene Sub- 
itances, or Subſtances compoſed of Particles 
of differing ſizes and figures ; and whatever 
Subſtance is compoſed of ſuch different Par- 
ticles, can never produce ſo ſimple a Body as 
this chalky Subſtance is : Wherfore this Body 
can be nothing clic chan a Coalition ot fireple 
Al- 
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Alkalin Particles ſeparated from the Blood, 
and lodg'd upon the weaken*a, relax*d Part ; 
and from the Laxity of the Part ir is that fo 
great a quantity of theſe Particles 13 heap'd to- 
gether, and ſo cauſcs the Nodes. And as the 
Relaxation is greater or le's, ſo the Nodes are, 
the Part being capable ui diſtending more or 
leſs, and receiving a greater or leſs quantity of 
the ſaid Particles, according to the greatneſs of 
the Relaxation. 

ThoI argue from the generation of theſe 
Nodes during a Fit of the Gout, and the exiſt- 
ence of them afterwards, that the Blood at 
that time 1s more turgid with Alkalious Par- 
ticles than at other times; yet I would not 
have people imagin that I know {o little oi 
the Gout, as to {ay thar no Part is afteted with 
it, where during the Fit theſe chalky Nodes 
are not generated : For ſhould I do lo, I ſhould 
betray my ſelf to be alcogethcr ignorant of the 
Diſtemper of which I have bin ſo long treat- 
ing. Idoallow there are a great many people 
that have long and tedious Fits of this Diſtem- 
per, who have never any of theſe Nodes ; nay 
very frequently the Fits are more violent: For, 
Salia non agunt aiji ſoluta ; Salts don't at, at 
leaſt not in ſuch a.degree, unleſs rhey are dil- 
folved. And the Salts or Alkalin Bodies of 
which theſe Nodes are compoſed, being prc- 
Cipitated upon the Part in a dry form, do not 
cauſe ſo great a Vellication as if they were dil- 
{oly*d in a flimy viſcous Subſtance : for __ the 
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Stagnation is greater, yet the Vellication is 
not ſo great, and by conſequence the Pain nor 
ſo violent ; nay, when there are Nodes ge- 
nerated, the Fit uſually terminats in that Parr ; 
but in thoſe Fits where there is no Node ge- 
nerated, one Part 15 tyrannically handled for a 
conſiderable time, and then the morbific Mat- 
rer is tranſlated from that Part to another : 
and ſo ſom are tormented for whole weeks and 
months together, eſpecially if there be a ge- 
neral Debility and Weakneſs of all the Parts: 
tho frequently the morbific Matter is diſchar- 
ged, and the Diſtemper gos off after it has 
crucified one Part only, eſpecially for the firſt 
five or fix Fits ; yet afterwards it is not fo ci- 
vil, but when one To, or ſom one Joint of ci- 
ther Hand or Foot has bin rormented for ma- 
ny days together, after a ſmall remiſſion, it will 
fetch a skipto ſom other Part on the contrary 
ſide. After this manner are poor Mortals 
handled, eſpecially thoſe who abound with the 
gocd things of this World, which occaſion'd 
one to ſay, S; Salutem cupis, aut Pauper (is 0- 
portet, aut ut Panper vivas : It thou delire(t 
Health, be a poor Man, or liveas a poor Man; 
tor {ſweet Meat muſt have ſour Sauce. Tic 
antient Romans to prove this, invented tl;:5 
Fiction: They feign'd two Goddeſles, the 2»: 
called Yolupia rhe Goddeſs of Pleaſure, ti:y 
other called Angeronis, the Goddels of 4nguiſl: 
and Pain, Names fitted ro their Nacrures ; 
and the Pricits of Aprgerania did {crve a: rhe 
Aitar 
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Altar of Volupis, to ſignify that in this Life 
Pleaſure and Sorrow are mix'd together ; and 
the Image of Angeronia (Anguiſh and Pain) 
was always ſet upon the Altar of Volupia 
(Pleaſure) to teach that Sorrow is a Compa- 
nion of Plcaſure, and Pleaſure of Sorrow. 

I have ſaid before thar Pain procedes from 
2 contraction, and Pleaſure from a relaxation 
of the Nerves and nervous Fibrille, Now I 
confeſs ir ſeems contradictory that I ſhould 
lay it down as an almoſt indiſputable Truth, 
that the Parts being relzx'd are the original 
cauſe of this Diſtemper, and that beirig kept 
in a ſtate of ContraQtion they ſhould hinder + 
the firſt invaſion of it, or its returns after- 
wards; when at the ſame timeT allow that 
the violent Pains attending people during a 
Fit procede from great ContraQtions ; and ac- 
cording as the ContraQtions are greater or leſs, 
ſo are the Pains, the ContraQion being cauſed 
from acrid, corroſive, alkalious Particles ; and 
as thoſe Particles abound 1n quantity or quali- 
ty, {o are bot ContraQtions and Pains great- 
cr or leſs. There is a diſtinQtion to be made 
between natural and preternatural ContraQi- 
ons and Relaxations: the Parts being naturally 
and regularly contraQed, do enable Nature to 
perform all irs Qpcrations aright, and ſo by 
moderat relaxation do create Pleaſure ; but a- 
ny of the Parts being overmuch or overlong 
relax'd, by that means cauſe a Load of excrc- 
mentitious, alkalious Particles (And as I have 
many 
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rhany times obſerv*d, ſo I ſtill continue to aſ- 
ſert, that the Excrements of our Bodies are 
all Alkalioys, ſuch as Swear, or what is dif- 
charg'd by inſenfible Tranſpiration, Tears, 
Earwax, Urin, Bile, &c. But what is voided 
by Stool is not properly to be called the Excre- 
ment of our Bodies, that being rather the Ex- 
crement of our Food, and for the moſt part no- 
thing but the groſs parts of what we eat, 
which are unfit for Nutrition, tho frequently 
upon ſom Indiſpoſitions of the Guts, and tak- 
ing Purges, there are great diſcharges from 
the Blood and Juices that way : But what that 
Subſtance is, or of what particles it 1s compo- 
ſed, my ſqueamiſh Temper would never yet 
give me leave to try) which being lodg*d upon 
any part, and overmuch 'relax'd (unleſs the 
parts are ſo much relax'd as to cauſe the Palſy, 
and therby have loſt all manner of Senſation) 
do by vellicating anderoding the ſenſible F;- 
brille, put them into violent, dolorous Con- 
trations, whichs»continue till the vellicating 
Particles are ſom way diſcharged, or elſe by 
the interpoſition of ſom terreſtrious Subſtance 
their Angles are filled up, and ſo made un- 
capable of vellicating the Parts : of this kind 
is that cretaceous Body contain'd in the Nodes, 
there being generally no longer any pain after 
the cretaceous Subſtance is perfeAly form'd. 
While in theſe frail Bodies we are always 
ſubje& ro change, the greateſt Pleaſure bring- 
ing us to the very brink of pain and miſerr,and 
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is what generally ſuccedes it ; and by cndu-. 
ring Pain, we know the better how to ſet a 
value upon that which 4s truly and ſubſtan. 
tially pleaſant. ; 

Sleep, which is none of the leaſt of our 
Pleaſures, is but an Vmbra of Death ; and tho 
during the time of it, when the parts are re- 
lax'd, the Matter for Nutrition is caſt upon 
them, yet not without a mixture of excre- 
mentitious particles ; which, when we a- 
wake, it the parts are not able ſo to contra 
themſelves as to throw off the excrEnentirious 
particles, as well as apply the nutritious ones, 
a Diſtemper muſt follow. 

i being in company with a Stationer in 
Fleetſtreet not long ſince, he complain'd that 
he was ſeldom free from the Gout in his Feet ; 
and if at any time he applied Colwort Leaves 
(as he frequently did) to the bottoms of 
them, within a few hours after he could ſcrape 
from each of them near a ſpoonful of fine 
Pouder of Chalk, and from, the diſcharge of 
this Alkalious Subſtance he found great relief, 
| Pray trom whence could this chalky Alka- 
lious Subſtance com, or what ſhould ir be but 
tie Macter of his Diſtemper, the diſcharge of 
which was a great Relief ro him? Now had 
his Dittemper prcceded from Acids, the 
brizwing away of the ſaid chalky Alkalious 
Subſtance muſt, inſtead of being ſerviceable 
to i, have bin a great detriment and difad- 
vantaze, by realon it would have —_— 

the 
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the Matter of his Diſtemper : But the great 
quantity of Alkaly diſcharged is a plain Ar- 
gument that there, was no Acid to mortify, 
buc that this very Alkaly it ſelf was the Matter 
of the Diſtemper, and therfore the diſcharge 
of it proved veneficial. 

A great -many Inſtances of this nature T 
have met with, as I queſtion not all other Phy. 
ſicians, who have bin any way converſant 
with ſuch as are ſubjef to this Diſtemper, have 
don: And if we would give ourſclves the 
liberty of thinking, and making due Re- 
fletions, we cannot but attribute the Caule 
of this Diſtemper to an abundance of Alkalies 
in the Blood and Juices, or at leaſt in the parts 


afkeed. 


CHAP. Il. 


Aving, I hope, given a ſomwhat clear 
Account of the Cauſe of this Diſtem- 

r, I ſhall now precede to the Cure of it; in 
which I doubt not to acquit my ſelf better 
than my Predeceſſors have don, the Founda- 
tions upon which they built being ſandy, and 
ſo not like to laſt long, but liable to be over- 
thrown by every Blalt. Now my Founda- 
tion being ſubſtantial and firm, I doubt not 
the SuperitruCture will be fo likewiſe, the Ex- 
periments on which I haye built my Hvpothe- 
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ſis being ſo clear and demonſtrable, that I de- 
fy the World to contradidtthem. 


I ſhall, ff, begin with the Dietetic Cure. 

Secondly, Shall endeavor to demonſtrat the 
Inſufficiency of the Method of Cure both here- 
tofore, and at this time commonly praiſed by 
the generality of Phyſicians in uſing Alkalious 
Medicins and Opin. 

Thirdly, T ſhall givean Account of the Me- 
thod of Cureby the means of Acids, wherin 
I doubr not, to all unprejudiced perſons, to 
make it appear that this Diſtemper deſerves 
not to be rang'd among the number of incur- 
able ones: And then conclude all with two or 
three very remarkable Caſes. 


Firſt, for the Dietetic Cure, which conliſls 
1n the due regulation of the fix things called 
Non Naturales, which are ; Firſt, Air : Se- 
condly, Meat and Drink: Thirdly, Motion 
and Reſt : Fourthly, Sleep and Watchfulneſs : 
Fifthly, A due excretion of the Excrements, 
and retention of the good and uſeful Juices: 
Sixthly, A due regulation of the Paſſions. | 

Without a due obſervation and regulation of 
the forementioned fix things, all the Medi- 
cins in the World can avail bur little, tho the 
Advantage that accrues from the uſe of em, 
is more 1a preventing the return of the Di- 
{ -mper than in taking of the Symtoms when 
p=op!z have a Fit upon them, jy 

Fir(f 
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Firſt of all Air, without which we can 
ſcarce live a minute ; and as Air in general 
dos contribute and is abſolurely neceſſary 
for our living ar all, ſo good Air greatly con- 
tributes to our living well and in Health, It 
is faid by ſom body, that plus dere quam Cibo 
vivimuw, Wwe live more by Air than Meat: and 
that Air dos afliſt in the nutricion of Animal 
Bodies, the famous Inſtance of Vipers ſo well 
known, is ſufficient to evince ; for let a young 
Viper be put into 4 Glaſ-Receiver, and rhe 
Receiver be cover?.! over with a Bladder that 
has holes prick'd 1: it, and the Viper will be- 
com as large and far as if he were in the open 
Fields. 1 have not made this Experiment 
my ſelf, but have received it from Perſons of 
that Worth and Honor who have don it, that 
T as much believe che Truth of it as if Thad 
made the Experiment. If the Air in which 
we live and breathe has any communication 
with the Juices of our Bodies (which I be- 
lieve no one doubrs) then good Air muſt of 
conſequ*+ce grearly contribute towards pre- 
ſerving che Texture oi the Blood and Jui- 
ces; aiid on the other hand, when the Air is 
contaminated and corrupted with heterogene- 
ous Particles, it muſt deſtroy the Texture of 
the Blood and Juices. 'Therfore pcople who 
are troubled with the Gour ſhould endeavor to 
live in the moſt ſerene and clear Air that pol- 
ſibly they can, and avoid thar which is thick 
and foggy; and full of — Rn 
or 
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for if ſuch Air will contaminat and deſtroy the 
Texture of the Blood and Juices of thoſe who 
are in a ſtate of Health, which *cis plain it will, 
of conſequence it muſt in a more eminent man- 
ner do ſo to thoſe who have a Diſtemper al. 
ready lurking in them, and their Blood and 
Juices out of order. What will contribute to 
the preſervation of Health in thoſe who enjoy 
it, will in ſom meaſure aſſiſt in the cure of 
Diſeaſes; and onthe contrary, what will con- 
tribute to the deſtroying of Health, will alſo 
contribute to the bringing on of thoſe Diſca- 
ſes which people have already lurking in their 
ies. 

Secondly, Meat and Drink. People who 
are troubled with this Diſtemper ought to Þbe 
very nice and careful both as to the Quantity 
and Quality of what they eat and drink. If 
they excede in Quantity, then they oppreſs 
Nature inſtead of relieving her. As to the 
Quality they ought to take great heed, and 
not eat or drink any thing that abounds with 
ſuch Particles as will either exaſperat a Fit 
when they labor under it, or bring on a Fit 
when they are free from it. Therfore as to 
Meat, let it be ſuch as is eaſy of Digeſtion, 
and affords a good Juice, ſuch as Veal, Lamb, 
and all farts of Fowl, whoſe Fleſh is white ; 
and for the Sauce let there be always ſomwhat 
with it that is moderatly Acid. The moderat 
uſe of all acid Fruits is very convenient, but 


ſuch as are very luſcious and ſweet are to be 
| ' avoid- 
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avoided. All ſorts of Salads in the Summer 
time are very good, and in the Winter the hot 
Salads, ſuch as Salary, &c. they generally a- 
greing with moſt peoples Stomachs, and 
helping Digeſtion. As tor Drink, all highly 
fermented Liquors abounding with vinous Spi- 
rits are very bad, and Brandy and other Cor- 
dial-Waters made of it are as much to be a- 
voided as a mad Dog, or any thing that would 
certainly cauſe ones Ruin and DeſtruQion : 
Therfore thoſe who drink Wine, would do ' 
well to drink the ſmalleſt and thinneft they 
can procure, and even with that to mix a {mall 
quantity of Water ; and whatever they do, 
let them avoid Debauches. As tor thoſe wito 
drink Beer, let it be ſmall and very clear; and 
if at any time they drink that which is{trong, 
let it be clear and in moderat quantities. 
Moyle and Pippis Cyaers are admirable Li- 
quors for thoſe who are troubled with the 
Gout, but they are much better out of the 
Hogſhead than after they are long bottled. 
There is an old and a true Maxim, that everv 
Man after he arrives at the Age of Thirry, 15 
either a Fool or a Phyſician : which Maxim 
is only verified in reſpe& to Peoples regulating 
themſelves in their Diet; it being impoſſible 
for any Phyſician to lay down a certain Rule of 
Diet for every body to follow, becauſe there 
are ſom things that very well agree with the 
generality of Mankind, yet to ſom are as bad 
as Poiſon. Therfore the beſt way is for every 
V-2 . man 
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man to make nice Obſervations himſelf, and 
uſe thoſe things he finds agree well with him, 
and avoid thoſe things he finds do him hurr. 
I have known Flummery that is very acid, tak- 
en morning and evening, to be of admirable 
uſero Gouty People : As alſo the eating of Cre- 
m0r T artari, made into very fine Pouder, with 
thcir Mear, inſtead of common Salt, and is 
much more grateful than common Salt. Alſo 
the eating of Lemon and Sugar about an hour 
atrer dinner, is greatly helping Digeſtion, and 
deltroys the Matter of this Diſtemper, and 
agrees with moit peoples Stomachs. Lemo- 
naae, eſpecially in the Summer-time, is anad- 
mirable Drink for gouty People. 

Thirdly, Motion and Reft. Due Exerciſe 
and proper Scatons of Reſt do as much con- 
tribute to the preſcrvation of Health as any 
thing, whatever. But to give any particular 
Dirc&ions about them no man can, {om Bo- 
dics requiring a great deal more Exerciſe than 
others. Yet in general, I thick it abſolutely 
neceſſary for every one to uſe as much Exer- 
ciſe morning an:i evening as their Strength 
will bear; but after Dinner to reſt two or 
three hours without fleeping, that being very 
pernicious at that time. The Exerciſe they 
uſe ſhould be ſuch as will make them perſpire 
well, bur not ſo much as to make them ſweat; 
for in much ſweating there is a great expence 
of Spirits, as well as a diſcharge of the ſu- 


perfluous and noxious Juices, by which _ 
the 
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the Body may ſuſtain a great deal of prejudice. 
Tizere muſt be alſo great care taken not to ex- 
pole the Body tothe Air in a cold and moiſt 
Seaſon afrer any violent Exerciſe, which (ud- 
denly ſhuts the Pores, and cauſes a ſtagnation 
of the Juices. 

Fourthly, Sleep and Warchfalneſs. As mo- 
derat Sicep is the molt neceflary thing in the 
World for us Mortals while in this S:ate ; {v 
the over-much indulging our ſelves to it brings 
as many Inconveniences upon us as any thing 
whatever, The Night, as the moſt natural 
S-aſon, is appointed for us to ſleep; and ac- 
cording to the moſt general Obſervations, 
People are more refreſt?d with one hours 
ſlcep ta the night, than with chree or four in 
the day-time. Let People therfore who are 
ſuvjc& ro the Gout avoid firting up late ar 
nighr, but go to bed in good ſeaſon, and 
rile early in the morning ; and be ſure to let 
their Suppers be well digeſted betore they po 
to bed : And ler tliem avoid Afcernoons fleep 
as they would a Serpent, cr any other thing 
that would certainly do them miſchief. O- 
ver-much Sleep and over-much Watchfulneſs 
are equally pernicious, for both of them de- 
ſtroy the Tone and Springineſs of rhe Nerves, 
and therby hinder Nature from performing 
its Office 1n throwing off the excrementirious 
Particles. 

Fitthly, A due Excretion of the Excre- 
ments, and Retention of the good and uſeful 
Juices. It 


J02 A Treatiſe of the Cauſe 


If any uſual Evacuation be ſtopt, it muſt be 
promoted by Art. Coſtivenels is very perni- 
cious, and on ſuch occaſions the Body mult be 
kept open by gentle Lenitives; and the very 
beſt thing in the World upon ſuch occaſions 
is halfan Ounce of Cremor Tartarin a Draught 
of Flummery or Water-gruel, firſt in the 
Morning. If Perſpiration be ſtop'd, it muſt 
be promoted by moderat Exerciſe, &c. If 
there be any preternatural diſcharge of any of 
the good and uſeful Juices, it muſt by all means 
be remedied. All theſe things may be don 
without mens expoſing themſclves to live me- 
dice, and of conſequence miſert, according to 
the common Acceptation ; there being no- 
thing that I inculcar but what is pleaſant and 
agreable : But were it not ſo, Health cannot 
be purchaſcd at too dear a rate. 

ixthly, and laſtly, A due Regulation of the 
Paſſions. 

The Paſhons of the Mind have a wonder- 
ful influence upon the Juices of the Body, and 
therfore People ought to be very nice in the 
regulation of them. Anger, and Fear, and 
| Mclancholy ought carefully to be avoided, and 
Cheertfulneſs of Temper to be kept up as much 
as poſſible. I know one man who is never 
heartily angry, but he is immediatly troubled 
with the Colic; and another, who after be- 
ing in a Paſſhon is troubled for two or three 
days with the moſt violent Headach imagi- 
nable. And I believe there is ſcarce any _ 
who 
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who is not ſom way or other diforder'd in his 
_ after a very great perturbation of 
Mind. 


CHAP. I, 


Econdly, To demonſtrat the Inſufficiency 

of the Method of Cure both heretofore 
and at this time in common praRiſed by the 
generality of Phyſicians, 

For the right performance of which, I ſhall 
give you the whole Proceſs of a Method rak- 
en by a great Phyſician, Sir F. G. ſince dead, 
with a noble Lord. He uſed all the Alkalious 
Medicins, both internally and externally, that 
could be thought on, which inſtead of taking 
off his Diſtemper, exaſperated it, and by de- 
ſtroying the Texture of the Blood and Juices 
brought him into a Droply, from which he 
was not tO be retriev'd. The Preſcriptions are 
exaaly copied from the Originals, which are 
to be ſeen upon the File at Mr. Nzcolſon's the 
Apothecary in Covent Garden, who is of that 
Integrity and Honeſty, that I am ſure the 
Preſcriptions were faithfully made 'up. And 
if Alkelies would have don any thing in this 
caſe,. I am ſure here are enough of 'em, and 
of all ſorts, even the moſt exalted ; and a- 
mong the reſt, there was =- Sal Tartari vo- 
latiliz?d, or at leaſt he calld ir ſo, which he 
made Mr. N:co/ſoz purchaſe ata dear Rate. 
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April 8th, 1691. 


BF Aq. Ceraſor. Nig. Flor. Tilie, ana 
dragm. ſex; Cinnamomi Hord. Citri to- 
tins, ana unc. ſem. Diacodii unc. u- 
nam; Laud. Liquid. Cydon. gut. xii. 
M. cap. hor ſomni. : 


Rt Decofti Almari (fatt. cum Senna, Rha- 
barb. ana dracm. unc. ſem. Salis Tart. 
ſerup. duos; Quinquiz, dracm. unam) 
wnc. quatuor ; Crem. Tartari dracm. ſem. 
Syr. Floy. Perſicor. 49. Cinnamom. Hord, 
ana unc. ſem. M. cap. hora ſeptina ma- 

tutina ſuperdormiat. 


Bo Aq. Lattis Alex. Ceraſor. Nig. ana unc. 
quatuor ; Peonic Compoſ. Cinnam, Hord. 
Protheriacalis, ana un. unam; Perlar. 
pr. Oculor, Canert pr. ana dracm. duas ; 
Alkermes dracm. quinque ; Syr. Flor. 
Tunice unc. unam. M. Cap. Cochlear. 
tria vel quatuor, prout neceſſit & poſtu- 


April 9th. 


Aq. Regin. Hungar. unc.quinque ; Tint. 
Caſt. S. V. extraft. Tin. Croci S.V. 
extract. ana unc. tres , Tint. Opii S.V. 
extrait. unc. duas ſemis ; Camphore 

| + 2. 
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dracm. quinque ;, Sacchari Saturni dracm. 
quatuor. M. | 


fs Emp. de Sapone unc. tres ; Opii ſoluts 
& inſpiſſati dracm. duas ſem. Camphor.« 
aracm. duas; Sacchari Saturni drain. 


tres. M.f. Emplaſt. 
tt Ag. Lai Alex. dracm. ſex, Spir. Men- 


the, Peon. Comp. 4n4 #NC. ſemis ; Di- 
acodii unc. unam , Laud. Lig. Lond. gut. 
xviiis M. cap. hors ſomnti. 
4 
Br Ol. Mac. per Exp. unc. ſemis , Balſam. 
Lucatulli unc. unam , Balſam. de Gilead. 
aracm. tres; Ol. Stil. Lumb. terreſt. 
Stil. Abſynthii, Garriophillor. ana dracm. 
WRam. 
M. cum quo inungetur Regio Ventricult ad mini- 
mum bu in die, poſt injunttionem applicetur iſls 
Regioni Empl. de Theriaca Venes. 


BR Conchar. pr. Oculor. Cancri, ana zr. xiii. 
Salis Abſinth, ſcrup. ſemis, Cinnabar. 
nattui gr. ofto. Cap. mane craſtino die 

cum Cochlear. Julep. prins preſcript. ſuperbi- 
bendo Cochlear. tris ejuſdem. Repetatur pul. 
preced. hora ſeptima weſpert. addendo Laud. Opi- 
ath gr. ll. 


Apr! 
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April 12th. 
Gummi Ammon. puriſs. Maſtiches, Thu- 


71s, ana aracm. duas ; Succini pr. Oculor. 
Cancri, Corallit Rub. ana dracm. unam ; 
Cinnabaris nativi, Sacchari Saturni, ana 
dracm. tres; Milleped. pr. unc. ſemis; 
Caſtor. dracm. unam ; Croci dracm. tres ; 
Salis Volatilis ſuccini dracm. un. ſem. 
Viperar. dracm. duas ; Camphore ſcrup. 
duos, cum q. [. Ammoniact 'fine Acido 
ſolut. &-inf9! at. F. Pil, Sig. The 
altering Pills. | 


fs Ag. Reg. Hung. unc. quatuor ; Tint. 

Caſtor. S.V. ext. Tint. Croci S.V. ext. 

ana wunc. duas; Tint. Opit S.V. ext, 

unc. ſex; Sp. Lumbricor. unc. ſex; 

Camphore dracm. quinque ; Sacchart S4- 

turni unc. ſemis. M. Signetur, The 
Mixture for external Application. 


B: Empl. de Vigo 4 Mercurio, De Am- 
210. cum cicuta, and une. tres; Camphore 
aracm. quatuor , Sacchari Saturn. dracm. 
gquingque ; Opii ſolut. ſine acido & in- 
[piſſa, unc. ſemis. - Sine ignis calore 
mixt. f. Magdaleon : adde, Caftorei, 
Croci, ana unc. ſemis ; © Sp. Lumbricor- 


4. [. ad Malexationem. 
April 
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April 15th. 


B: Balſam. Lucatulli unc. dues; Ol. Macis 
per Expreſ. dracm. unam; Axung. Urſi, 
Anſeris, ana unc. ſemis ;, Balſ. de Gi- 
lead. dracm. ſex ; Ol. Succini, Petrolei, 
ans unc. ſem. Ol. deſtillat. Cinnamom. 
dracm. ſex; Spir. Lumbricorum, For- 
micar. ana aracm. tres, Ol. deſlillatt 
Buxi dracm. duas, Garriophilloy. dracm. 
duas ſemis; Camphore dracm. ſex ; Ol. 
Laurini, Hyperici, Rute, ana un. ſemis. 


M.f. Linimentum, pro externa applicat. 
part. afett. 


April 19th. 


Be Spirit, Cochlear. unc. duas ; Diaſcordit 
acm. tres; Aq. ſperm. Ranar. unc. 


unam ſem. Regin. Hungar. anc. unam ; 
| £Lawd. Lig. gut. 40. M. 
Sitgnetur, The Waſhfor the Gums. 


fs Coral. pr. Offis ſepia ſubt. pul. Lapis 
ſpongie, ava aracm. tres; Terre Cate- 
chu: Sacchars Saturn. ane dracm. duas, 
cum Mellis Roſati q.'/. f. Opiatum. 
Seg. The Opiat for the Gums. 


April 
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April 20th. 


ft Ag. Ceraſor. nig. unc. unam ſemis ; Laftis 
Alexit. Sp Menthez, Diacodii, ana unc. 
unam ; Aq. Gentian. comp. dracm. tres ; 
Oculor. Cancri ſcrup. unum. Laud. liquid. 
gut. 15. M. Sig. Thequicting Potion. 


April 224. 


BR FHedere Terreſt. Parictarie, Malue, ana 
M. unum , Flor. Chamomille, Melilcti, 
Sambutt, ana p. unum, f. decott. in q. [. 

Ag. font. & coletur hujus Colature. B unc. les ; 
Vini emet. unc. duas; Diacathol. Mell. 
Mercurialis, ana unc. ſex ; Ol. Lanrini 
wunc. unam. M. f. Gliſt. detur quam: 


prumum. 


tk Diaſcordii dracm. unam ;. Oculor. Cancri 
ſcrap. unum ; Salis volat. ſuccini, Bezo- 
ar. Mineral. ana gr. Xxv. Laud. Opiati 
gr. tria; Atkermes ſcrup. unum, cum 


ſyr. Papav. Alb. q. ſe f. Opiatum, detur 
hora ſomni. 


April 25th. 


Bo Decodt. Amari ( fat. cum Senna dracm. 
duab. Rabarb. dracm. una; Sali Tart. 


ſcrup. duob.) unc. quatuor ; Syr. Flor. 
Perſicor. 
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Perſicor. unc. unam; Aq. Cinnamomi 
unc. unam; Cremor. Tart. ſolub. dracm. 

unam. M. f-potio, cap. cras mane. 


April 3oth. 


BR Ext. Rudit ſerup. duos ; Sal. Tart. gr. 
ſex. M. f. Pil. n. quinque, cap. hora ſex- 
t4 aut ſeptima mane. 


Bt Ag. Gentian. Comp. Abſynth. Comp. ana 
uncires; Sp. Lavend. Comp.Spirit. Men- 
the, ana unc. duas ; Tintt. Bezoard. unc. 
unam; Spirit. Caſtor. dracm.tres ; Conf. 
Alkermes unc. ſemis ; Syr. Flor. Tunice 


unc. unam ; Laud. Liquid. dracm. tres. 
| M. Signetur, The Cordial. 


May 29th. 
Ik Ag. Mirabilis unc. tres ; Spirit. Menthe 


| unc. quatuor. M. pro Vehiculo laud. opiati. 
Pul. E. Chelis Cancror. dracm. ſemu. 


| May 31. 


BR Theriace Venet. Diaſcordii, ana dracm. 
unam , Alkermes Comp. ſcrup. unum ; 
Salts wolat. ſuccini, Bezoard. Min. ana 
dracm. ſemis, Land. Opiat. gr. quatuor.. 
M. Cap. ante cubitum. 


June 
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June 1ff. 


Repetatur Opiatum preced. 


June 4th. 


B:* Oculoy. Cancri gr. xvi. Cinabaris Nativi 
gr. novem , Pul. e Ghelis Comp. gr. quin- 
decem ; Laud. Opiati gr. tria. M.f. Pyl. 

Cap. ante horam ſomni. - 

Here are Alkalies and Opiats with a wit- 
neſs: but it is to be noted that moft of theſe 
Preſcriptions were ſeveral times repeated, yet 
inſtead of being any way ſerviceable, exal- 
perated the Symtoms, and not only fixt the 
morbific Matter upon the affeRed Parts, but 
deſtroy'd the Texture of the Blood to ſuch a 
degree, that a Droply followed, which prov- 
ed of fatal conſequence, 

The Medi@os here preſcribd are thoſe that 
are generally uſed by moſt Phyſicians ; and if 
ever any body receiv'd advantage by them, 1 
dare be burnt: and that ever Men ſhould 
have ſuch dull Fancies, as not to vary from 
a Method that has never once ſtood them in 
any ſtead, looks very odd. And as for Alka- 
lious Medicins in general, I dare be poſitive 
that they inever yet cur'd any one Diſtemper, 
| but very frequently have don a great deal of 

miſchief; they being given in acute Diftem- 
pers, Nature her ſelf there throws is __ 
0a9, 


j 
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Load, if ſhe be ſtrong and vigorous, in ſpite 
of them: But if poor Nature be weak, they 
add to the Load, and ſhe falls under it. And 
the only reaſon why we don'c ſee Fevers and 
other acute Diſeaſes cur'd every day with- 
out waiting for a Criſis, is becauſe the Medi- 
cins generally given are of the very ſame na- 
ture with the morbific Matter, and of conſe- 
quence muſt prolong the Courſe of the Diſtem- 
per. I have frequently obſerved in Epidemic 
Fevers, that Number for Number of the 
Sick, there have at leaſt two for one died of 
thoſe who have made uſe of Phyſicians, to 
thoſe whoſe Fortunes would not permit 
them ſo to do; and pray what ſhould be the 
reaſon of this, but that the Poor who took 
no Phyſic, or at leaſt no Alkalies to expel Ma- 
lignity, as they call it, but drank either Wa- 
ter, four ſmall Beer, or ſom ſuch things, 
ſhould recover when the rich ones die; and 
that the one by their Alkalies, inſtead of ex- 
pelliog increaſed the Malignity, when the 0- 
ther by their mean but well-ſuted Remedies 
conquer'd their Diſtemper ? In Chronical 
Diſtempers, ſuch as the Gout, &c. poor Mor. 
tals are let alone to languiſh under their Op- 
preſſion, and the Phyſician, like one of Job's 
Comforters, gravely tells them, Solvere nodo- 
ſam neſcit Medicina Podagram ; but yet after 
all the fruitleſs Attemts that have bin made, 
will be for putting the poor Wretch into a 
Courſe of Alkalies to corre& thoſe luxuriant 
acid 
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acid Particles with which he would fain per- 
ſuade his Patient that his Blood abounds (tho 
he never found any ſuch thing there) to the 
pauling of his Stomach, and exaſperating his 
Diſtemper : and if ever the poor Patient finds 
relief, it is from the Opium that 1s between 
whiles given ; and if from that he has any 
little intermiſſion of his Pain, they are gene- 
rally ſo ungrateful as not to ſet the ſaddle upon 
the right Horſe, to give the Opium its due, but 
preſently hug themſelves, and cry, God a 
mercy Alkalies, and ſo go on with a Repetatur 
Pul. E Cheli, &c. But moſt Gentlemen have 
now ſeen ſo much of the Fallacy of this Me- 
thod, that they patiently endure a Fit of the 
Gout, without ſo much as once ſending for a 
Phy fician ; ſo that if we do not look about us 
and endeavor to regain our Reputation, we 
may chance to be laid aiide in other Diſtempers 
as well asthe Gout. Helmont ſomwhere fivs 
he that can't cure a Fever 1n four or fix days, 
dos not deſerve the Name of a Phyſician; 
which if true, I am afraid Phyſicians are not 
to be found in every Street. And I preſume 
to ſay, That a Phyſician ſhews his skill more 
in curing one Chronical Diſtemper, than in a 
hundred Acute ones: for Nature would do 
that work her ſelf in the time we generally 
do it, without our help, and frequently, as 
the Tide runs, better without than with. 
What I have faid is not to reproach the Phy- 


ſicians of our own Nation, who are many of 
em 
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**m as great Men as ever were of the Profeſſh- 
on, and generally this City abounds wich ſuch 5 
but my deſign is to undeceive young Phyſi- 
cians, who have bin impoſed upon by Foren 
Authors, and to excite them not to rely upon. 
men who have broached the Chimeras of their 
own Brain without making Experiments, to 
try whether their Notions were true or falſe. 
But to return to my buſineſs. 

If the Blood's abounding with Alkaliows 
Particles be the primary or fundamental Cauſe 
of the Gout, how can the giving of Alkalies 
be of any uſe? of no other uſe than the 
throwing a Load of dried Faggots upon a 
Houſe that is on fire would be to extinguiſh 
the Flames; and whoever ſhould attemt ſuch 
a thing, would be accounted little leſs than a 
Mad-man. And now it is in my mind, give 
me leave to inſert a Relation IT had from Mr. 
Tardly a Glover of Worceſter, the moſt inge- 
nious Man perhaps that ever was of his Trade; 
he being (which is very ſtrange for one of ſo 
mechanic and mean a Trade) a curious Phi- 
loſopher, and a nice Obſerver of things : He 
tells me that in the making of their Leather, 
they firſt throw their Skins into a Pit filled 
with a ſtrong Alkalious Lixivium, which in 
a manner rots them ; afterwards'they make a 
ſtrong acid Solution, into which they throw 
their almoſt rotten Skins, which again redu- 
ces them to their Texture, nay makes them 
firmer than they were at firſt : from whence 

X it 
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it may naturally be infer*d, that Alkalies break 
the Texture, and deſtroy the Parts of animal 
Suſtances ; and that moderat Acids preſerve 
them, and reſtore them ro their Tone and 
Texrure, when before ſpoiled by Alkalics. It 
has bin an old and receiv'd Maxim,that Szmilis 
Similibus gaudent, & Contraria Contrariis cus 
yantur. It the Blood abounds with Alkalies 
before, and ſo cauſes a Diſtzmper, the giving 
of Alkalious Medicins muſt increaſe the quan- 
tity of the morbific Matter, and ſo heighten 
the Diſtemper by exaſperating the Symtoms; 
unleſs *cis pretended that one Alkaly will de- 
ſtroy another, which I am ſure is falſe, there 
being an amicable correſpondence between 
them all, the fixt Alkalies mixing with vo- 
lati:s, and all the volaril and fxt ones with one 
another, without the leaſt /ufws or ſtrife : 
ſo it is plain that Alkalious Medicins will rea- 
dily mix with the Alkaly they find in the 
Blood and Juices, and by inreafing the quan- 
tity of che morbific Matter, as before ſaid, 
muſt exaſperat and increaſe the Diſtemper; 
wheras Acids which are contrary to Alkalies 
(there being a Confli& between them wher- 
ever they meet) given in due proportion, will 
lefſen the Matter of the Diſtemper, and in 
time totally extirpat it. But this is a hard 
ſaying, and difficult to be underſtood, eſpe- 
cially by thoſe who have not a mind to be 1n- 
form'd. 
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T have in another place * given ſqm more 
Reaſons for my digent to the uſe of Alicalies 
in the Cure of this Diſtemper, which for 
brevity ſake I ſhall not repeat ; however I 
think thoſe Gentlemen who perſiſt in the uſe 
of Alka'ious Medicins are very happy, Quo- 
niam Succeſſus eorum Sol widet, Errores au- 
tem Tellus opperiret : Becaule the Sun ſees 
their good Succeſſes, bur their Errors are hid 
in the Grauad, that is, in the Grave, It Na- 
ture be ſo ſtrong as to conquer the Diſtemper, 
ths Phyſician has the Repuracion of it ; but if 
the Patient dies, he never tells any Tales : 
Yer had we the opportunity of converſing 
with ovr departed Friends in their ſeparat 
Scate, I am afraid they would tell us many 
diſmal Stories, by whar means they were ſent 
packing into another World, 

T have made a ſlight Reflcftion upon the ex- 
orbitant quantity of Opium preſcrib'd in the 
forementiun'd Caſe: yer I would not have 
people believe that TI utterly diſallow the Uſe 
of Opizm and the ſeveral Preparations of it in 
this Caſe ; but on the contrary, I uſe it, not 
only in this, but in all other Diſtempers at- 
tended with Pain, and think it one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings that ever God Almighty be- 
ſtowed upon the Commonwealth of Phyſic. 
For all which I cannot ſay I ever once ſaw any 
one Diſtemper cur'd by the uſe of Opium a- 


— 


* Eſſay concerning Alkaly and Acid. | 
X 2 lone ; 
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lone; but however it dos us ſo much ſervice as 
to allay the Orgaſm of the Spirits, and eaſes 
the Pain, by which means we gain time to give 
ſuch Medicins as are proper toeradicat the Di- 
ſtemper. Tſhall preſume togive an Inſtanceof 
it in a very extraordinary Caſe, tho ſomwhat 
different from the SubjeQ in hand. I was ſent 
for about ſix years ago to a perſon in anlliac 
Paſſion, wherin the periſtaltic Motion of the 
Guts was totally inverted, the Patient vomit- 
ing up his Excrements, and ſtinking ſo abomi- 
nably that no one could endure the Room 
where he lay. I gave him two or three very 
ſharp Cliſters, to draw the Matter down- 
wards, but be preſently vomited them out at 
his Mouth. I gave him a Doſe or two of puz- 
ging Pills, with ſom cordial Stomachic Julaps, 
which he vomited up again the very inſtant he 
took them. Art laſt ſeeing him in the utmoſt 
Extremity, I gave him 10 grains of crude 
Opium made into Pills, which he retain'd in 
his Stomach, and began to grow doſy. Afﬀeer 
he had continued ſo about an hour, I gave 
him the following Pills, 


B: Ext. Rudit ſcrup. duos; Ol. Garrioph. 
£ut. decem. M.f. Maſſa,. ex qu# forme- 
tur Pil, N®.. ſex, ſtatim aſſumend. 


Aſter theſe Pills had bin in his Stomach a- 
bout an hour and half, I gave him the follow- 
ing Cliſter, 


Ye 
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B: Flor. Chamomit. M. duos ; Baccar. Tunip. 

. wncetres ; Sem. Annife, Carrui, ana unc. 

unam; Rad. Hellebori nig. unc. ſemis ; 

Colocynthydos dracm. duas; Ag. Font. 

its duas ; coquantur ad dimidia partis con- 

ſumpt. & coletur : Colature adde Syr. e Rhamno 

Cathart. unc. duas, Ol. Anniſs gut. xxx. M.f. 
Enema, ſtatins injiciend. 


After the Cliſter had bin injeted about an 
houf, he had a large Stool, and in two or three 
hours he had five or fix more; after which I 
ſupplied him with Cordials and Carminatives, 
and his Vomiting never return'd. By this 
Method I have ſeveral times ſince retrieved 
many from the very Jaws of Death. Now had 
I not given that very large qum_y of Opium, 
my Purge and Cliſter would have avail'd no- 
thing, by reaſon he would preſently have 
vomited *em up; bur the Opium allaying the 
Orgaſm of the Spirits, the Purge and Cliſter 
werecapable of performing their Office, which 
otherwiſe they would not have don : and had 
I not given the Purge and Cliſter as ſoon as 
the Opium had made all quier, they would 
have avail'd nothing, and the Opium alone 
would have ſtood me in no ſtead, as I have 
twice' ſeen ; for as ſoon as its Operation had 
bin over, the Vomiting would have return'd 
with as great violence as ever. . So in the vio- 
lent Fits of the Gout the giving of Opium 

R 3 makes 
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makes the Patient eaſy, and by that means 
proper Medicins have many times the better 
eff: ; butT cannot allow the uſe of Opium and 
Alkalies together, becauſe the Alkahies by the 
means of Opium are longer retair?*., and therby 
dothe greater miſchief. But of waat uſe the ap- 
plying of Opium externally can be,] could never 
underſtand, unleſs to fix the morbific Matter on 
the Partaffeed, and ſoprolong the Diltemper, 
The Learned and Ingenious Dr. Jones ha: pr 0- 
miſcd us e're long a complete Hittry of Opium, 
and therforeT ſhall dwell no longer upon at, 
Beſides the external Application of Oni1m, 
there was conſtantly applied to the aticCted 
Parts an Emplaſter of Emp. de Sapone, &c. 
which never did any ſervice: I have allo 
known it uſed by forty other people without 
any effe& at all, unleſs ro exaſperat and in- 
creaſe the Pain. Now Soap is a Compoſition 
made of nothing elſe but a fix'd Alkaly and 
Oil, And the Parts affeted with the Gout 
being turgid with Alkalious Subſtances, I can- 
not underſtand with what ſhew of Reaſon 
people can apply Alkalies-in ſuch Caſes, 
[And as a farther proof of the inſufficiency 
of Aikalies internally taken, I ſhall preſume 
to relate the following Caſe. 
In July 97, I was ſeat for to a Gentleman 
emincartly known about this Town, who for 
many years had bin miſerably tormented 
with the Gout, and was becom a perfe& Crip- 
ple, nor able ro walk, ſtand, or turn himſelf 
* in 
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in his Bed. Now he being a man verv agre- 
able in his Converſation, and of almoſt uni- 
verſal acquaintance, had an opportunity of 
relating the miſerableneſs of his Circumſtances 
to many Phyſicians, ſom of whom were of 
the firſt rank: they all, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, generally agreed that the only oc» 
caſion of his being ſo ſadly tormented, pro- 
ceded from the ſuperabundance of Acids in his 
Blood and Juices ; agd therfore adviſed him, 
as the only effeQtual way to preſerve himſelf 
from falling a Victim to his Diſtemper, to 
take Alkalious Medicins in large quantities, 
purſuant to which direQtions he conſtantly car- 
ried about him a large Box of Teſtaceous 
Pouders, and ſeldom failed to take an Ounce 
or two of them every day ; in ſpite of which 
his Diſtemper continually gain'd ground of 
him, ſoas to make him a perfeCt Cripple as a- 
foreſaid. Ar laſt meeting with the firſt Edi- 
tion of this Tract, and carefully reading it, he 
was in part convinced that his Phyſicians had 
bin miſtaken, and that he was miſinform'd 
as to the true Cauſe of his Diſtemper ; wher- 
upon he ſent for me. As ſoon as I came into 
the Room to him, he threw his Box of Alka- 
lious Pouder into the Fire, uſing the following 
Expreſſion : I rook theſe Alkalious Pouders 
to be my Guardian Angels, bur on the contrary 
I find by experience they have bin no leſs rhan 
tormenting Devils, and therefore for God?s 
ſake afford me your aſſiſtance in order to re- 
X 4 medy 
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medy the Inconveniences I labor under on 
the ſcore of my Diſtemper and theſe damn'd 
Pouders. Upon which I put him into a Courſe 
of Acids that ſoon abated his Pains, from 
which he had ſcarce bin free for ſix months 
together ; and by continuing the uſe of them, 
he has in ſom meaſure recovered the uſe of his 
Limbs. I could now give forty inſtances 
of People made miſerable by the internal and 
external uſe of Alkalies, who have bin re- 
trieved from theig Calamity by the internal 
and external uſe of Acids. 

As for Topics, I have known many, who 
have applied Spirit of Sal Armoniac, &c. to the 
affected Parts, with the worſt ſucceſs ima- 
o1nable.] 

But ſom may ſay, how can Topics have 
any effeQ at all in this or any other caſe ? How 
can there be any Communication between the 
Matter applied and the Matter of the Diſtem- 
per, when the Skin at leaſt, if not ſom other 
Membranes, do interpoſe between the one 
andthe other ? 

To whichT anſwer: That the Skin abounds 
with Receptory as well as Excretory Pores, 
which I have frequently obſerv'd in the Skins 
of many Animals by my Optic Glaſſes ; by 
means of which Receptory Pores there may 
be a comm unication between the Medicin ap- 
plied outwardly and the Matter of the Di- 
ſtemper, ſo as the one may a upon the other. 
To prove which, it is well known there are 

+ many . 
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many things, that being applied to the Belly 
will cauſe as violent Purgations, as it a ſtrong 
Purge had bin taken at the Mouth. Alſo the 
ſtrange and ſudden effeAts of Medicins applied 
to Parts affeted with rhe Gout, do demon- 
ſtrat that there is a Communication between 
the Medicin applied and the Matter of the 
Diſtemper, by means of the ſaid Receptory 
Pores: For I have more than once known 
people perfealy freed from the moſt intole- 
rable Pain in half an hour, by the uſe of the 
Balſam hereafter mentioned. 


_— 


C H AP. IV. 


Shall now procede to my own Method of 
Cure, which, tho it be very eaſy and 
plain, I thank God has very ſeldom fail'd me. 
And if I have bin called as ſoon as the firſt 
Symtoms of the Diſtemper appear'd, I have 
enerally carried it off 'without ſuffering it to 
x on any Part, As for inſtance ; When my 
Patient complains of a Crudity and Rawnels 
of his Stomach, with a windy ſort of Diſten- 
ſion and Heavineſs of his Body, which are 
certain Arguments of an approaching Fit; if 
he beof a Sanguin Complexion, and a Ple- 
thoric Habit of Body, I firſt of all preſcribe 
Blood-letting, from twelve to twenty Ounces, 
according to the Patient's Streogth ; I _ 
. order 
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order the following TinQure tobe raken night 
and morning for about three days. 


Be Spec. Hiere Picre 511. vel 31. Tart. Vi. 
triolati, Cremor Tartari, ana drac. unam 
ſemis; Spirit. Vini reft. unc. ſex. In 

ſunde clause & calide per hor as duodecem, > de- 
cant. Tintt. clara, cap. Cochlear. unum primd man? 
C& hor decubitus in haſt. infuſionis ſeq. 


B: Rad. Bardane wunc. dyas;, Siſſafras 

dracm. ſex ; Aq. Font. It tres. Infun- 

de clause & calidt per horas duodecem, & cole- 
tur ; colatura reſervetur ad uſum. 


During thethree days the TinAture is taking, 
Torder *em to take one of the following Pa- 
p<rs of Pouder, half an hour before dinner. 


Be Cremor. Tajtari dracm. tres; Tart. V+ 

triolat. dracm. unam ſemis; Sacchart 

Roſati unc. ſemis. M.f. Pulvis in tres 

Chart. diſtribuend. cap. anam hora dimidias ante 
Prandium, in hauſtulo Ag. Lattis. 


[If the Stomach be much pauld, and the 
Patient not very feveriſh, I add to each Paper 
twoor three drops of Oil of Cloves.] 

After the three days wherin the TinQure 
is raken, I order the following Pouders to be 
taken for abour a fortnight, four rimes a day 
at due Intervals, 


Be 


7 
: 
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Bs Tart. Vitriolati unc. ſemis; Cremor. 

Tart. unc unam; Ol. Garriophilloy. gut. 

xx. Sacchari Roſati unc. unam ſemis. 

M. f. Pul. in ofto Chartulas diſtrib. ex quibus 

cap. nnam hors ſeptima mane, & hora unadeci- 

ma, hora quart4 poſtmericiana, & hora decubi- 
tw, in haut. infuſionis ſequentis. 


[T here alſo obſerve, that if the Patient ei- 
ther already is, or be much inclined to be fe- 
veriſh, <i:her totally ro omit the Oil of Cloves, 
or to uſe it in {mali quantities, ] 


fe Rad. Eringit ſiceat. unc. unam ſemis; 

Lig. Saſſafras unc. ſemis, Agq. Font. 

ih tres. Infunde claus? & calide per 

horas ſex, &* coletur; colatura reſervetur ad 
uſum. 


F 
In the firſt Draught of Beer, Ale or Wine 
they drink at dinner, let them take a Sweet- 
meat ſpoontul of . the Elixir Sulphuris here- 
after mentioned ; [or elle fifteen or twenty 
Drops of the following Elixir of Vitriol. 


Elixir Vitriols n'- 


Ft Garriophillor. Piperis nigri, ana uncias 
duas ; Sp. Vini Refi. i unam. Infunde 

claus? & calide per dies ſeptem; poſtea adde 
OleiVitrioli opt. ref. unc. quatuor. Infunde 
itterum 
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iterum per dies ſeptem ; poſtea aecantetur|Elixir 
clara. 


Aﬀer this Fortnight, if the foremention'd 
Symtoms diſappear, and the Fir be put off, 
which for the moſt part it will, I order the 
following Medicins to be taken for about three 
weeks or a month, firſt in the morning and 
laſt at night. 


Be Lapidis Hematitis unc. ſemis ; Cremur. 
Tart. unc. unam ; Ol. Saſſafr as gut. qua» 
draginti. M. f. Pul in otto chartulas 

diſtrib. ex quibm cap. unam in Cochlear. Syr. Bal- 
ſamici Tolut. ſuperbibendo uncias ſex wel ofto 
Infuſionis ſequentis. 


B Rad. Eringit ficcator, unc. duas; Sem. 

Bardane , Fraxini, ans unc. ſemi; 

Ag. Font. tÞ tres. Infunde claus? & 

calide per horas ofto, & coletur ; colatura reſer- 
wetur ad uſum. 


If they are at any time thirſty, let them 
drink plentifully of Lemmonade, with a ſimall 
quantity of Wine init. And ſince I havein 
other places, and ſhall hereafter haye occaſion 
to preſcribe Lemmonade, leſt there ſhould be 
any who underſtand not how to make it, I 
ſhall here inſert it. 


Take 
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Take of clear Spring-Water one quart ; 
then pare off the outward thin Rine of 
two Lemmons, and pur into it; after- 
wards ſqueeze in the Juice of the Lem- 
mons, and then ſweeten it with about 
two Ounces of fine Sugar. 


This is the moſt grateful Liquor in the 
World : but if jt be too cold for any ones Sto- 
mach, it may be made a little warm with half 
a pint of Old Hock. | 

[Inſtead of the Lemmonade they may at 
any time when thirſty, drink a draught of 
Claret and Water well acidulated with dul- 
cified Oil of YVitriol made by digeſtion.) 

If the foremention'd Symtoms appear, and 
the Party be of a phlegmatic Conſtitution (tho 
very few ſuch are troubled with the Gout) 
I then alter my Method, and for the firſt week 
give *em the following TinQture, by which I 
have don wonderful things in other Diſtem- 
pers beſides that of rhe Gout. 


B Gum. Guaiact Pul. unc. duas ; Succi Li- 
quiritie Hiſpan. in tenuiſim. Taleolas 

#nciſs uncias quatuor ; Sp. Vini Ret, it 

unam. Infunde claust & calide per duos 

dies, &* poſtes decantetur Tiniturs clara, cap. 
Cochlear... unum primd mane & hora decubitms iy 


hauſt. Infuſ. ſequentis. 
Be 
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Be Rad. Ering. unc. unam; Saſſafras dracm, 
ſex ; Vint Rhenant vet. tb unam ; 44. 
Font. tt unam ſemis. Infunde claus: 

& calide per horas quatuor, & coletur ; colaturg 

reſervetur ad uſum. 


An hour before dinner I give *em a Paper 
of the following Pouder in a draught of Milk 
Water. 


Be Tart. Vitriolati dracm. duas ; Cremuy, 

Tartart unc. unam; Ol. Garriophillr, 

gut. 24. Sacchari roſati unc. unam. M. 

fe Pal. in ſex Chartulas diſtribuend. cap. unam 
hora una ante prandium in hauſiulo Aq. Laitis. 


For about a Fortnight longer I put them in- 
to a Courle of Lapis Hematitis, &c. as fl 
lows. 


B Lapidis Hematitis unt. ſemis ; Cremur. 
Tartari unc. unam ; Ol. Saſſafras ga. 
quadragint. eM.f. Pulvis in ofto Char- 

tulas diſtribuend. ex quibus cap. unam primd mi 
we & hora decubitus in Cochlear. Syrupi Bal- 
ſam. ſuperbibendo circiter uncias ſex Infuſionis ſe- 
qnentis. 


B: Rad. Eringii ſiccat. unc. duas ; Sem. Bar- 
dane, Fraxini, ana unc. ſemis; Vin 


Rhenani wet. i unam; Aq. Font. 
unen 
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anam ſemis. Infunde claust & calide per ho- 
ras ſex, & coletur ; colatura reſervetur ad «- 
um. | 


[And ſomtimes, inſtead of the foremention- 
ed Courſe with Lapis Hematitts, I order the 
following Steel Courle. 


Br Cardamomi, Cubeb. Galange, Nucis Moſ- 
cate, ana 31. ſem. ( ardui dracm. tres ; 

Flor. Centaurii pug. tres; Fol. Marrubis Al- 
bi, Scordii, ana pug. duos; Calibis cum Aceto 
prep. unc. duas; Vini albi It duas. Infunde 
frigide per horas 48. poſtea cap. Cochlearia ſex, 
primo mane & hora ſexta Veſperi ; coletur tem- 


pore uſws.] 


While they are taking theſe things, it will 
be convenient in the firſt Draught of Beer, 
Ale, Wine, or Wine and Water they drink at 
or juſt before dinner, to take a Sweat-meat 
{ſpoonful of Elixir Sulphnris, [ or elſe fifteen or 
twenty drops of the Elix. Vitriols.] 

If they are at any time very thirſty, they 
may drink Lemmonade; and if what they 
eat dos not digeſt well, they may about an 
hour after dinner eat the Pulp of a Lemmon 
cut into ſlices, with ſom double-refin*d Sugar, 
it greatly helping Digeltion, and ftrengthning 
the Stomach. { Bur if thro Indigeſtion they 
are muon croubled with Wind, I preſcribethe 
plearitul uſe of thy digeſtive Pouder mention'd 
10 
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in my Eſſay, which I ſhall here again inſert. 


Pul. Digeſt. N;. 


B: Cardamomi, Cubeber. Galangs, ana drac. 
unam; Cremoris Tartari dracm tres ; 
Sacchari Roſati dracm. ſex. M. f. pul. 

digeftivus in pixide reſervand. cap. quant. Apice 
lingue lingi poteſt ſepe in die, precipue poſt pran- 
dium. 


I have preſcribed Lapis Hematitis, which 1 
have found in many Caſes to be a noble Medi- 
cin, and more eſpecially in this I am treating 
of ; and ſince I have mentioned it, I ſhall pre- 
ſume totranſcribe what Polemanws in his Trea- 
tiſe De Sulphure Philoſophorum, ſays of it, the 
reading of which firſt induc'd me to try what 
it would do. 

He thus begins. * Parace!/us teaching us in 
© what Subjects the Primum Ens, or firſt Mat- 
© terof Gold is to be found, which is the true 
* Sulphur of the Philoſophers, among other 
« SubjeCts mentions Lapis Hematitis, in which 
© he ſays it is principally and very plentiful, it 
© being impregnated with the Primum Ens, 
© or firſt Matter of Gold, in all its parts ; from 
© whence being reduc'd into impalpable Pou- 
* der, it performs wonderful things in Phyſic. 
* Toconfirm the Truthof which, he ſays there 
© was a poor Scots-man in the City of Ham- 


© byurgh, who perform'd ſuch wonderful Com 
* that 
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* that the whole City was aftoniſh'd at it; at 
* laſt by the Envy of ſom wicked men, the 
* poor man was poiſon'd, and his Loſs was fo 
- gnnery lamented, that the Mapiſttats of- 
* ter'd a very great Sum of Mony to any one 
*that would diſcover the Murderer, This 
* Scots-man (ſays Polemanus) uled no other 
* Remedy than Lapis Hematitis made into fine 
* Pouder, and mix'd with Oil of Fennel Seeds, 
*as he was inform'd by the Prince of Aphalr, 
* to whom the Scors-man had diſcover'd this 
* Secret. 
He afterwards gos on: * The Virtues of 
* this Fematitis arelo eſfteem'd by the common 
* people of many Provinces, that they uſe it as a 
* Panaceainall Diſeaſes. I went to a certain Fair 
* from my Father-in-law*s Houſe at Regiomon- 
*tanum, taking along with me a Country 
* Servant; and going into a Merchant's Shop 
© where they ſold Whetſtones, Fire-ſftones and 
* Hematites, my Servant humbly beſeech*d me 
 *to give him one of thoſe Red Stones (the 
* Name of which he knew not, meaning che 
* Hematitis) for his Fairing, T ++k'd nim 
*to what uſe he would put it? Sir, fays he, 
*if you did but know the Value © chis Srone, 
*you would highly eſteem it ; tor ir is the only 
* Medicin we uſe inall our Diftempers, being 
* made into Pouder, and mix'd with a little 
*Vinegar. Being return'd ro my Father-in- 
*law*s, I inquired into the Truth of this mat-" 
* ter, and my —— aſſur'd me, that 
* not 
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in my Eſſay, which I ſhall here again inſert. 


Pol. Digeſt. N;. 


B: Cardamomi, Cubeber. Galange, ana drac. 
unam; Cremoris Tartari dracm tres; 
Sacchari Roſati dracm. ſex. M. f. pul. 

digeftivus in pixide reſervand. cap. quant. Apice 
lingue lingi poreſt ſepe in die, precipue poſt pran- 
dium. 


I have preſcribed Lapis Hematitis, which 1 
have found in many Caſes to be a noble Medi- 
cin, and more eſpecially in this I am treating 
of ; and ſince I have mentioned it, I ſhall pre- 
ſume totranſcribe what Polemanw in his Trea- 
tiſe De Sulphure Philoſophorum, ſays of it, the 
reading of which firſt induc'd me to try what 
it would do. 

He thus begins. * Paracelſus teaching us in 
© what Subjetts the Primum Ens, or firſt Mat- 
* terof Gold is to be found, which is the true 
* Sulphur of the Philoſophers, among other 
« SubjeCts mentions Lapis Hematitss, in which 
© he ſays it is principally and very plentiful, it 
© being impregnated with the Primum Ens, 
© or firſt Matter of Gold, in all its parts ; from 
© whence being reduc'd into impalpable Pou- 
* der, it performs wonderful things in Phyſiic. 
* Toconfirm the Truthof which, he ſays there 
© was a poor Scots-man in the City of Ham- 
© burgh, who perform'd ſuch wonderful Com, 

| * that 
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* that the whole City was aſtoniſh'd at it; at 
* laſt by the Envy of ſom wicked men, the 
* poor man was poiſon'd, and his Loſs was fo 
: yonery lamented, that the Mapiſttats of- 
* ter'd a very great Sum of Mony to any one 
*that would diſcover the Murderer. This 
* Scots-man (ſays Polemanus) uſed no other 
* Remedy than Lapis Hematitis made into fine 
* Pouder, and mix'd with Oil of Fennel Seeds, 
*as he was inform*d by the Prince of Anhalt, 
to whom the Scors-man had diſcover'd this 
* Secret. 

He afterwards -gos on: * The Virtues of 
* this Hematitis arelo efteem'd by the common 
* people of many Provinces, that they uſe it as a 
* Panaceainall Diſeaſes. I went to a certain Fair 
* from my Father-in-law's Houſe at Regiomon- 
*tanum, taking along with me a Country 
* Servant; and going into a Merchant's Shop 
© where they ſold Whetſtones, Fire-ftones and 


; © Hematites, my Servant humbly beſeech'd me 
 *to give him one of thoſe Red Stones (the 
{ © Nameof which he knew not, meaning the 


* Hematitis) for his Fairing, 7 #k'd nim 


| *to what uſe he would put it? Sir, ſays he, 


*if you did but know the Value © chis Stone, 
*you would highly efteem it; tor ir is the only 
* Medicin we uſe inall our Dittempers, being 


\ *made into Pouder, and mix'd with a little 


*Vinegar. Being return'd ro my Father-in- 
*law*s, I inquired into the Truth of this mat-" 
"ter, and my Father-in-law afſur'd me, that 
Y *not 
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* not only the Poor of the Place where he liv'd, 
* bat for many Miles diſtance, made uſe of He. 
© matites in all their Dilcales. 

© The Signature of Hematitss dos indicat its 
© Golden Virtues, not as toits external Appear- 
© ance, but after it has bin difſolvd. If you 
* make an Aqua Regis, by diſtilling Spirit of 
* Niter from Sca-Salr: (the common Aqua Re. 
* 2s made of» Aqua. Fortis and Sal Armoniac 
* will diſſolve httle or nothing of it) and diſ- 
©folvein ic ſom Hamatitis made into fine Pouder, 
*and in the ſame Aqua Regis diflolve ſom pure 
* Gold; it you compare the two Solutions to. 
* gether, you will find little or no difference, 
© only the Solution of the Hematitis in its 
© ſparkling Gold Color ſeems ro outdo the o- 
* ther. Do not admire, triendly Reader, that 
* with Paracelſus 1 allow the Primum Ens, 0: 
*fi (t Mait.r of Gold to be contain'd in other 
© Subje&t> beſides rhat of Gold it ſelf. And that 
© they do contain the ſaid Primum Es, or Sul- 
* pbur of thePhiloſcphers, their manifold Vir- 
© tuces wirnels, Thus far Polemanus, the Ex- 
poiiter of Helmont. 

I haie litherro but juſt entred into the 
Porch, propoſing a Method to ſtave off this 
cruel Tyrani on the firſt notice of his appear- 
auce: and Prizcipizs Obſta, is what every pru- 
dent man cught to obſerve; it's eaſier to keep 
an Enemy «ut of a City, than to drive him 
Out aitcr be has taken polleſſion. 
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T have rarely known violent Purgers do any 
ſervice (tho frequently a great deal of mil: 
chief) either in the firſt approaches of this 
Diſtemper, or after the morbific Matter has 
fix'dupon any part. But gentle Lenitives and 
proper Alteratives are things that will do us 
ſervice: WhatT have preſcrib'd has generally 
that effeAt, gently throwing off all the excre- 
mentitious Particles by the proper EmunQto- 
ries, altering the ill habit of the Blood and 
Juices, and confirming the Tone and Texture 
of the Parts. | 


I ſhall now procede to the Cure of the Di- 
ftemper it ſelf, che taming of this fierce and 
angry Lion, the expeliing of the raging Ty- 
rant, the cutting off this Hydra's Heads. 

The Indications of Cure during the time of 

a Fit are twofold. 

Firſt; The caling and taking off the moſt 
intolerable Pain. 

Secondly; The correQting and carrying off 
the morbific Matter. 

Both which things the following Method 
will very rarely fail toeffett, 

When I com to a Parieat who has u Fit of 
the Gout, let it be a regular er irregular one 
it matters not, the Indications of Cure, and 
the Matter cauſing the Diſtemper being rhe 
lame ; reſpet muſt be had to the Ape and 


Conſtitution of the Patient, and his former 
; way of living; and according as theſe vary, 


Y 2 in 
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in ſom reſpes the Preſcriptions muſt be va- 
ry'd. But my Deſign being to give a general 
account of the cure of the Gout, I leave thoſe 
little Variations that .are to be made to the 
Judgment and Diſcretion of every Phyſician. 

I firſt of all, if there are Indications that 
require it, as generally there be, preſcribe 
Bloodletting from 12 to 20 Ounces, more or 
leſs, as occaſion requires. I afterwards order 
the following Medicins to be taken once in 
four hours; [the Doſes of which are either to 
be leſſened or increaſed according to the 
Strength and Conſtitution of the Patient : but 
this ought always to be obſerved, that they 
muſt be given in ſuch quantities, as to occa- 
fion two, three, or four Stools in twenty four 
hours. Now the Strength and Conſtitutions 
of People being ſo various, it is impoſſible to 
preſcribe a determinat quantity for every bo- 
dy ina general Treatiſe. Bur the generality 
of Phyſicians having given Cremor Tartari and 
Tartarum Vitriolatum in ſuch inconſiderable 
Doſes, I have choſen to proportion my Doſes of 
them for the ſtrongeſt Bodies, that I might ex- 
cite my Brethren to a more l;Yeral uſe ot 'em.] 


fr Cremor. Tartari unc. unam; Tartari 

Vitriolats dracm. duas ; Ol. Garriophil- 

lor. gut. viginti., M. f. Pulvis in qua- 
: tuor Chartnlas diſtrib. ex quibus cap. unam quar- 
#4 quaque hors in Cochlear. ſyrup, Balſ. Toluta- 
ni, ſuperbibendo uncias quatuor Infuſionis ſe- 
quentis, B 
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f Rad. Eringii ſiccat. unc. duas ; Lig. Saſ- 
ſafras dracm. ſex; Aq. Font. ib tres. 
Infunde claus? & calidt per horas ſex, & cole+ 
tur ; colature libris duabus, adde Elix. Sulphu- 
ris dracmas tres. M. 


Let them drink for their conſtant Drink the 
following Julep. 


Bs HVini Rhenant veteris, Aq. Fontan. an4 

th unam ſemis; Elix. Sabphuris unc. ſc 

mis ; Sacchari Albiſſimi unc. unam ſemis. DM. f. 
Julap. cap. pro pocu ordinario.. 


Far ch#one ſake, by reaſon that People are 
ſub: 7 be tired with the conſtant uſe of any 
one thing, inſtead of the former Julep for 
their conſtant Drink they may drink either 
Lemmonade, or Barly-water acidulated with 
Oil of Sulphur, and ſweetned with double- 
refin'd Sugar; [or elſe Claret and Water, 
{weetned with Sugar, and acidnlated with dul- 
cited Oil of Yieriol: and frequently I allow 
*m to drink a Glaſs or twoof Claret alone.) 

To take off the Pain, I apply the following 
Balſam tothe Part affeed twice a day, to wit 
morning and evening, till the Pain abates or 
gos off, I order it to be uſed in the following 
manner : Let ſom of ir be applied to the Parc 
affeted, and with a warm hand be rub'd in 
in for a quarter of an hour; then apply a 

Y 3 plece 
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piece of ſoft brown paper, and upon tat 
Fijo:+incl Cloths three or tour double. Afﬀeer 
uling this two or chece times, there will little 
Hears and Bliſters ariſe on the Part, from 
which for the moſt part 1s diſcharg'd a very 
grear quantity of acrid Serum. The Virtues 
of this Balſam are ſo great, eſpecially in this 
Caie, that it deſerves to be written in Letters 
of Gold, and yet the Preparation of it is moſt 
ſimple and caſy, as all good Medicins are. 


Br OleiOlivarum untias ofto, Olei Vitriolt 

optime rvefl ificati uncias duas ; optim? 

miſceantur in Vaſe vitreo, Collo aperto, & ſtatim 
fiat Balſamum rubicundiſſimum. 


If the Oleum Vitrioli be not exaftly wcll 
recified and very ſtrong, they will not mix; 
bur it iv be, they will immediatly be con- 
veried into a Balſam as thick as Treacle, and 
aficr it has ſtood a month or fix weeks, it will 
bccom of rhe conliſtence of Lucatully's Balſam 
vith a grevith Coat on the top, T have al 
ready cor: muznicated this tro many people, and 
receiv'd Taai.ks for it trom ſeveral parts of 
Eno: nd. 

. B-lides the foremention'd Balſam, the fol- 
lowing {:xivium is an admirable thing ; I 
have known ic do wonders ſomtimes : but I 
am afraid it is not ſo much ro be relied on as 
the Baliam is, tho by the uſe of it aloneI have 
known Gouts of half a year's ftandiog cured. 
+ Be 


ayd Cure of the Gout.” 335 


Bs Urine Vacce libras quatuor, bulliat pa 

Yum ; tunc adde Salts Marini libras tres, 

& iterum bulliantur donec Sal difſolvitur ; cam 

hoc Lixivio optime foveantur partes affe 1s, re 

linquendo in partes parnum laneum cal:dum ter 

duplicatum, in Lixivio madefatto & Liquore ciuns 
manibus fortiter expreſſo. 


Let this be repeated morning and evening 
till che Pain is abated and gon. 

[For near theſe two years I have not at all 
uſed the Lixivium, but always relicd either 
on the Baiſam or one of the following Mzdi- 
cins: and to People whoſe Skins are very ten- 
der, I have choſerather to uſe one of the tol. 
lowing Medicias than the Balſam ; and in ſom 
Caſes where the Pains have bin extreme, and 
the Tone of the Parts much ſpoiled, I have 
made uſe of both, firſt the Fomentation, and 
then the Embrocation, applying atterwards 
a warm Flann-l Cloth. 


The Fomentation. 


Be Flor. Sambuci, Chamomille, ana M. 

wnum; Flor. Anthos, Lavendulz, ans 

M. fs. Aceti Vini Albi, vel Pomor. Sylveſt. t 

tres. Infunde claus? & calide in waſe terreo 

vitriato, per horas tres, & coletur , cum colatu- 

r4 foveantur partes affette bis indie, ſuperponen- 
do papnum layeum. 


Y 4 The 
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The Embrocation, 


Þ OL Vitriols Dul. per digeſt. fatt. unc. «- 

nam ; Sp. Vint Com. unc. ofto. M. f. 

Mixtura, cum qua embrocentur partes affet#« ma- 
ne & ſero, ſuperponendo pannum laneum.] 


Neither of theſe things will relax the Tone 
of the Parts, nor repel the morbific Matter ; 
but will mortify and correQ the one, and con- 
firm the Tone and Texture of the other. 

Till the Violence of the Pain is ſomwhat 
abated, I every night give an Opiat, either in 
a liquid or ſolid Form, As for inſtance. 


B: Aq. Lattis Alex." unc. dues, Mirabilis 

' aracm. tres; Syr. Papaveris Rhead. unc. 
ſemis ;, Land. liquids gut. xx, xxx, vel xl, Ol. 
Sulphuris per Campan. gut. aliquot ad acidum [a- 
porem, f. hauſt. hora ſomni aſſumend. Vel, © 


B Theriace Androm. dracm. ii. Tart. Vi- 
triolati dracm. ſemis ; Laudani Opiati gr. 


do. M. f. bolus hora ſomni aſſumend. Vel, 


Be Diacodit unc. unam, unc. unam ſemis, 
vel unc. duas , Olei Sulpharis per Cam- 

pan. 4. f. ad moaderatam aciditatem, cap. hora 
decubitns. | | 


Tho 
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The Doſe of Opiats may be greater or leſs, 
according as people have bin accuſtom'd to 
take them ; for the more people have bin uſed 
to take Opiats, the larger. quantity they re- 
quire. 

I uſe Opiats on no other ſcore, than to gain 
time, to ſtupify and blunt the Senſes, till 0- 
ther Medicins can take place : Tho very fre- 
"_ nay for the moſt part I have no occa- 
10n to uſe them ar all. [And if people will 
but be perſwaded to omit the uſe of them, 
theirFits will always be the ſhorter ; and when 
they are off, will leave.them much more vi- 
gorous and ſtrong, than when Opiats are uſed, 
And therfore of late I have with all imagi- 
nable induſtry endeavored totally ro avoid 
them.] 

During this time I forbid the uſe of Milk, 
and all Milk Meats, they being very perni- 
cious ; but once a day I allow a moderat Meal 
ofany Meat of very eaſy digeſtion, if their Sto- 
machs crave it : otherwiſe order them to cat 
ſomtimes Watergruel, or Barlygruel, and 
ſoratimes Chicken or Veal Broth ; and in e- 
very Porringer of either of the ſaid things, 
inſtead of common Salt, to put about a quar- 
ter of an ounce of Cremor Tartar, [or elle aci- 
dular it with Juice of Orange or Lemmon. ] 

When the Violence of the Diſtemper is in 
ſom meaſure abated, which in ſom people will 
be in a ſhort time, in others a longer, accord- 
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ing as Nature is more or leſs debilitated, and 
the Matter) of the Diſtemper more or leſs: 
I ſay, when the violence of the Diſtemper is 
abated, then the foregoing Method mult be 
alter*d, and the following Medicins uſed, 


Bk Lapiais Hematitis unc. ſemis ; Cremoris 

T artari unc. unam; Ol. Saſſafras gut. 40. 

M. f. Pul. in quatuor Chartulas diſtribuend. cap. 
unam primo mane & hord decubitus, in Cochlear. 
Syrup. Balſam. ſuperbibendo hauſt. TInfuſjonis ſe- 


qQuentis. 


B: - Rad. Bardane ſiccat. unc. quatuor ; Bac- 
car.. Tunip. unc. tres; Sem. Bardans, 
Fraxini, ana dracm. tres ; Lig. Saſſafras unc. 
ſem. Agq. Font. ballientis tb quinque. Infande 
claus? & calide per horas ſex, & coletur : Cola- 
ture ſing. libris duabus, adde Elix. Sulphuris 
aracm. dugs. M. 


Theſe things will cauſe gentle and eaſy E- 
vacuations, correQ the Luxuriant Alkalious 
Particles, and confi: m the Tone of the Parts. 

I.ftead of the foregoing Medicins, I ſom- 
times give theſe which follow. 


RE Cinabaris fait. com. optime levigat. unc. 
ſemis ; Gum. Guaiaci dracm. tres ; Conf. 
Cynoſhati unc. unam ſemis ; Syr. Sambuci q. /. f. 
Elett. cap. quant. Nucis Moſcate primd mane & 
hora decubitus, ſuperbibendo uncias ſex wel otto 
Infuſionis ſequentts. Be 
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Ba Rad, Bardane ſiccat. unc. quatuor , Bac- 

car. Junipert unc. tres; Bardane, Fraxi- 

2i, ana ung, ſemis ; Lig. Saſſafras dracm. ſex ; 

Ag. Font. bul. libras quinque. Infunde claus? & 

calide per horas ſex, & coletur ; Colature libris 

duabus adde Sp. Ligni Guaiaci optime reftificats 
nc. ſemis. 


Theſe Medicins as well as the former, will 
cauſe plentiful. and caſy Evacuations, without 
weakning the Patient, or pauling the Appetit; 
and tho ſomtimes they work briskly, yet at 
the ſame time the Paticnt will gather ſtrength. 
Now according to the beſt of my Obſervati- 
ons, all that is requir*d in the Cure of a Chro- 
nical Diſtemper, is to cauſe plentiful Evacua- 
tions, without weakning the Patient ; which 
intention the foreſaid Medicins will ſeldom or 
never fail to anſwer : and I do not queſtion, 
but whoever ſhall think fit to try them, will 
find I ſay no more than truth. 

If the Medicins given at the firſt beginning 
of a Fitdo at any time make people go to ſtool 
too often, I then order them to drink freely 
of an Infuſion of Oak Bark, which greatly 
confirms the Tone of Animal Subſtances. 


Bt Cort. Querci ficcat. & contuſ. unc. quar 
tuor ; Ag. Font. Tep. libras tres. In- 
funde per nottem, & coletur. 


Upon 
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Upon the going off of this Diſtemper, in 
people of a CacheCtic habit of Body, a Courſe 
of Calibeats is very proper, and rarely fails 
doing good ſervice ; but before we begin with 
Calibeats, the Pains muſt be quite off: The 
Calibeat Courſe I generally preſcribe, is as fol- 
lows. But in all general Courſes reſpe& muſt 
be had to particular Conſtitutions ; and ac- 
cording as they vary, ſo muſt our Preſcrip- 
tions. But ſince it is impoſſible to adapr every 
thing to the many various Conſtitutions of 
men, that muſt be left to the Judgment and 
Experience of the Phyſician who is upon the 
ſpot; but generally ſpeaking the following 
Courſe dos vefy well agree with moſt people. 


Rt Calibis cum Tart. prep. unc. ſemis ; Ca- 
ftorei de Ruſſia, Salis Succini, ana ſcrup. 

duos; Nucis Moſcate, Cardamomi, ana dracm. 
unam; Confer. Salvie unc. duas ; Syrup. Garri- 
oph. q. ſ. f. Eleft. cap. quant. Nucis Moſcate, 
rimo mane & hora quarta pomeridiens, ſuper- 


bibendo hauſt. Infuſionis ſequentes. 


B Cardamomi, Cubebarum, ana drac. duas ; 

. Cort. extern. Anrantior. drac.tres ; Gen- 

ttane Aram. tnam ;, Flor. Centaurit pug. duos ; 
Vini Rhenant veteris libras tres. Inf ne clau- 


$2 &* calid? per horas ſex, & coletur ; Colaturs 
reſervetur ad uſum. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Medicins muſt be taken for at leaſt a 
month, or longer, as there may be occaſion ; 
but, as before obſerv'd, muſt not be taken till 
the Pains arc quite off. 

Inſtead of the foregoing Steel Courſe, e- 

ſpecially to Women, I give that which fol- 
lows, which opens their Obſtruftions, and re- 
duces their Bodies to a good habit. 


B Calibis Nr. cum Sale Armoniaco prep. 

unc. ſemis ; Myrrhe Elef. dracm. tres ; 

Ol. Nucis Moſcate gut. xx. Extraft. Gentiane 

q. (- f- Maſſa; ex qua formentur Pil. magnitu- 

dinis Piſe minoris, cap. N®. quatuor primo mane 

& hora quarta pomeridiana, ſuperbibendo hauſt. 
Infuſionis ſequentis. 


Be Fol. Perſicarie ficcat. M. duos; Flor. 

Centaurie P. duos ; Cort. extern. Au- 

rant. dracmas duas ; Rad. Gentiane drac. duas ; 

Aq. Font. bullientis libras quatuor. Infanae 

claust &* calide per horas quatuor, & coletur ; 
Colatura reſervetur ad uſum, 


During the time that people are in either of 
the foremention'd Steel Courſes, it will be con- 
venient they take a ſmall Sweet-meat Spoonful 
of the Elixir Sulphuris [or elſe fifteen or twen- 
ty Drops of the El;xir Vitrioli] in the firſt 
Draught cither at, or juſt before Dinner ; and 
that they uſe ſuch moderat Exerciſe as will 

warm 
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warm them, but not make *em ſweat. But bf 
all Exerciſes, riding on Horſeback is the very 
beſt, it putting the whole Body into motion 
without ſpending the Spirits, {[Note, that 
when Peeople are in a ſteel Courſe, if they. 
find the leaſt return of their Pains, they muſt 
immediatly leave it off, and have recourſe to 
the Cremor Tartari, aud Tartarum Vitriolatum, 
&c. and when the Pains are gon, then to the 
Steel again. ] 

To' ſom people eſpecially, if ſubje& to 
Coughs, I preſcribe for at leaſt a Month, a 
Spoonful of the forementioned TinQture, made 
with Gum Guatact and Spaniſh Juice of Li- 
quoriſh, to be taken firſt in the moraing, and 
laſt at night in a Draught of the following 
_—_—_ after the Diſtemper is perfeQly gon 
off. 


Bo Rad. Eringit ſiccat. uunc. duas , Enule 

< ampan. unc. #ham ; Balſ. de Tolu drac. 

duas ; Vini alhi t tres. Infunde claus? & ca- 

lide per horas ſex, &- coletur ;, Colatura reſer- 
vetur ad uſum. 


The Cure of Diſeaſes depends upon Ob- 
ſervation ; and every Phyſician who expeQs 
ſucceſs in his PraQtice, muſt nicely conſider his 
Patient's Conſtitution, and give thoſe Medi- 
Cins that are moſt ſutable to it. That Medi- 
cin which will cure the ſame Diſeaſe in one 


Conſtitution, may not do it in another. Up- 
of 
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on which ſcore I have bin obliged to vary my 
Preſcriptions ; not but that the general Baſis 
of *em all is the Tame, they being all Acids, 
but of different kinds, ſuted to the differenc 
Palats and Stomachs of my Patients : and there 
is not any one Part has a nicer ſenſation than 
the Stomach, as every days Obſervation makes 
appear. The Doſes of the Medicins preſcrib'd 
muſt be either leſſen'd or augmented as there 
is occaſion. 

All people are not to expe& a Cure in the 
ſame inſtant: I have known ſeveral times, 
that once application of the Balſam, without 
any __ Medicina at all, has perfe&ly rak- 
en oft a violent Fit; when at other times, 
Fits that have not appeared to be near ſo vio- 
leat, have bin a fortnight or three weeks be- 
fore the Pain has quite gon, tho there has bin 
a conſtant and regular uſe both of external and 
internal Medicins. But tho the external Me- 
dicins will, without repelling, ſomtimes take 
off a Fit, without the uſe of any internal ones 
at all, yet I dare adviſe no one to rely upon 
them, but at the ſame time touſe internal Me- 
dicins to ſtrike at the Root of the Diſtemper; 
and after the Pain is quite gon, to proſecute 
the foregoing DireQions. 


This is all I think convenient to fay upon 
this SubjeQ at this time; and from what I 
have ſaid, I believe I have given asclear hints, 
nay much clearer than ever were yet given 

Ccon- 


344 A Treatiſe of the (auſe 
concerning the Cure of this troubleſom Di- 
temper, which has hitherto bin fo vainly at- 
tempted. 

The. Medicins I have preſcrib'd are but ve. 
ry few, and many of %*em very well known ; 
but I am almoſt poſitive were never before pre- 
ſcrib'd in the manner I have don. There is 
nothing that will in the leaſt put any force 
upon Nature, and therfore none need be a- 
fraid of trying the Efficacy of my new Me- 
thod. _ Had I preſcribed much and violent 
Purgings, Vomits, Bloodletting, and ſuch 
Courſes, wherein there was any great hazard 
and danger, people would have all the reaſon 
in the World to be cautious and fearful: But 
there is no ſuch thing, there being no one 
Medicin that has nor a tendency to confirm 
and ſtrengthen the Tone of the Stomach, and 
of all the parts of the Body, to create an Ap- 
petit, and to excite Nature to throw off any 
load of exrementitious Matter that may 
chance to be lodged on any Part. 


[T have bin as faithful in my.relations as poſ- 
ſible; and the DireCtions I give are ſuch as I 
have found ſucceſsful. And I thank God the 
firſt Edition of this Book has bin uſeful to ma- 
ny honeſt diftrefſed Geatlemen; and I doubt 
not but this will have the ſame effeA.J 


CHAP. 
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__y 


CH A'P.-Y. 


OR a farther clearing of the Truth of 

my Hypotheſis, I ſhall inſert two or 
three Caſes, -and with them ſhall conclude 
this Treatiſe, which is already {weld to too 
gieat a Bulk, | 


Caſe the Firſt. 


A Perſon who for fourteen or fifteen years 
had bin moſt miſerably afMicted with the Stone 
in the Kidneys, and a general ill Habit of Bo- 
dy, was on the 4th ot July 96, ſeiz?d with 
the Gout in the Wriſt of his right hand, pre- 
ſently afterwards ia the Inſtep of his left Foor, 
then in the Inſtep and Toes of his right foot. 
When he ſent for me, being the 6:h, he was 
in the moſt intolerable Pain and Miſery in 
which it was poſſible for a poor Creature to 
be, and ſupport himſelf under it. I ordered 
him to drink Lemmonade for his conſtanc 
Drink, and to take the following Pouders once 
in four hours in a draught of Watergruel. 


Br Tart. FVitriolati dracm. tres; Cremor. 
Tartari unc. wnam; Sacchari Alb. unc. 
anam. M.f. Pul: in quatuor chartula diſtrib. 
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And to apply the Balſam before mention'd 
to each affefted Part night and morning, rub« 
ing it in with a warm Hand; then to apply a 
piece of thick white Paper, and upon that 
Flannel Cloths two or three double. The 
7th it lodg'd it ſelf in the right Knee, and in 
b::h Lis Hips : his Pains were moſt intcler- 
able, and lie {6 fixt to his Bed, that he could 
not ſtir or move Hand or Foot, or ſuffer the 
Clothes to tcuch him, At the ſame time he 
had a violent Fever, which ſeiz?d him at the 
beginning of his Tlncſs ; which was greatly 
increaled by the viclence of his Pain, his 
Tongue being extremely black and rough. I 
order*d the Balſam to be applied again to all 
the afteQed Parts, and likewiſe ordered him 
to take a ſmall Swe:tmeat Spoonful of the fol- 
lowing Elixir (which is the Elixir Sulphuris 
19 cen mention'd before) in a Glaſs of 
Wiite-wite witen ever he was fainty, or com- 
Plain'd of a ſickneſs in his Stomach, 


Elixir Sulphuris. 


B: Olci Sulphuris per Campan. unc. duas; 

Spirit. Vini opt. ref. T6 unam ; Sacchari 

Cand. Alb. unc. duas ; Garriophillorum, Maceris, 

ana dracm. ſex. M. & digerantur in Matracio 

optime clanſo, in leni calore Arene, per dies 

dec:m ;, tuns decantetur Tinftura clara, que re- 
ſervetur ad uſum in Phiola optime clauſa. 


By 
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By the way, this is as noble a Medicin in 
moſt feveriſh Diſtempers, and as good a Sco- 
machic as moſt in the World. I have ſeveral 
times don wonders with it alone. 

The 8th he continued in the ſame ſtate, but 
his Pains ſomwhat abated ; ſo I order'd the re- 

tition of his former Medicins. 

The 9th he was ſciz'd with a violent Looſ- 
neſs, but his Pains much abated. I repeated 
his former Medicins, only added to each Doſe 
of Pouder four drops of Oil of Cloves, and 
inſtead of Watergruel, to take it in a Spoonful 
of Balſamic Syrup, and drink after each Pa- . 
per a draught of the following Infuſion, 


Be Rad. Eringii ſiccat. unc. duas; Lig. Saf- 

ſafr as drac. ſex , Ag. Font. th tres. In- 

funde claus & calide per horas tres, & coletur ; 

Colature libris duabus adde Elix. Sulphuris drac. 
duas, Syrup. Balſam. unc. duas. M. 


The 10th his Pains had almoſt left him, 
and his Fever gon, but his Looſneſs continued, 
to which I did not ſee any cauſe ro give a 
check at that time; fol repeated his Medicins 
as before. 

The 21th his Pains were quite gon out of 
his Joints, but he had a very great deal of Pain 
in the bottom. of his Back, and his Looſneſs 
continued, TI then order'd him to leave off u- 
ſing the Balſam, not thinking fit ro have ic 
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applied to his Back (tho I have oftentimes 
applied it to that part with good ſucceſs) ſup- 
poling his Pain there might procede from his 
Looſneſs ; but I order'd the repeating of the 
other Medicins. 

The 12th his Looſneſs continued, but no re- 
turns of his Pains; and his Appetit, which 
" before was loſt, came to him, I order'd him 
to continue the uſe of his Pouders, and to take 
the Elixir as oft as he was fainty ; and tho by 
reaſon of his Looſneſs he was ſomwhat fainty, 
yet I durſt not puta ſudden ſtop to it, for fear 
of the return of his Pains, but to check it by 
degrees, I order'd him to take the following 
Mixture laſt at night, and to drink a Draught 
of the Infuſion two or three times a day, 


Bf Diaſcordii dracm. duas ; Elix. Sulphuris 
dracm. ſemis ; Vini albi uncias tres. M. 
f- Mixtura hors ſomni aſſumena. 


BR Rad. Eringii ficcat. unc. duas ; Cort. 

quercus ficcat. unc. duas ; Aq. Font. t 

tres. Infunde calide per horas ſex, CF coletur ; 
Colatura reſervetur ad uſum. 


The 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, he 
continued to take the Pouders and Elixir ; the 
Mixture at night, and the Reſtringent Tnfu- 
fion. His Looſyelſs gradually went off; and 
as that abated, ſo did the Pains in his Back. 
He eat with a good Appetit, and gatherd 
ſtrength : 
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ſtrength : his conſtant Drink all his time, 
when thirſty, was either Lemmonade, or 
Barly water acidulated with Oil of Sulphur. 

The 19th, inſtead of his former Pouders, 
I gave him the following ones with the Infu- 
ſion : I order'd the leaving off all other Me- 
dicins, except the Elixir Sulpburis before din- 
ner, or if at any time he was fainty. 


BR Lapidis Hematitis unc. ſemis ; Cremer. 

Tart. unc. unam ; Ol. Saſſairas gut. 40. 

M. f. Pul in quatuor chartulas diſtrib. cap. unam 

primo mane & hora ſeptima veſperi, in Cochlear. 

Syrup. Balſam. ſugerbibendo hanſt. Infuſionts ſes 
quents. 


Bs Rad. Bardane Sic. unc. quatuor ; Paccar, 

TJuniperi unc. tres; Sem. Bardane, Fra- 

xini, ana dracm. ies ; Lig. Saſſafras drac. ſex ; 

Agq. Fort. bul. th quingue Infunde clanse ©& cg» 

lidt per horas ſex, & coletur ; Colature (ing. t 

duaos, adie Syrup. Balſam. unc. duas, Elix. Sut- 
phuris dracm. duas. M. 


Theſe things he continued to take for a 
month, wir': the deſired ſucceſs. 

This w:+ . ir moſt dreadful Fit of the Gout 
Tever ſaw, and was caken off in as little time ; 
and had nor the Medicins well ſated with the 
Diſtemper, to have abated the violenceof the 
raging Pain, I verily believe he had never got 


over It, 
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wo 


Caſe the Second. 


About the beginning of Jaxuary 95, I was 
ſent for to a Gentlewoman, who of a twelve 
month had ſcarce bin free from the Gout in 
ſom part or other; and at certain times had 
very grear Effuſions of Blood from her Noſe, 
which were not to be ſtop'd but with the 
grcateſt difficulty. She being ſomwhat free 
trom Pain (tho very lame) at the time when 
I came to her, I order'd her to take the follow- 
ing Mcdicins, firſt in the morning, and laſt at 
night, to prevent the return of her Pain; 
and if at any time ſhe was ſTſible of the leaſt 
Pain in any part, immediatly to apply the Bal- 
{am, according to the former DireQions. 


BR Tart. Vitriolati unc. ſemis ; Cremor. 

Tart. unc. unam ; Sacchars Alb. dracm. 

ſex. M. f. Pul. in ofto chartulas diſbribuend. 

ex quibus cap. 1. primo mane & bord decubitus in 
hauſt. Infuſtonu ſequent. 


Bu Ligni Saſſafras unc. unam ; Aq. Font. bul- 

lientis Ib duas. Infunde claust & calide 

per horam unam vel alteram, & coletur ; Colatu- 
ra reſervetur ad uſum. 


She has continued to take theſe things almoſt 
ever ſince, and has never had one Fit of her 
Diſtemper, nor a return of her Bleeding ; = 
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has twoor three times had a lictle Pain, whict! 
has bin preſently takes: off by tlic ule of the 
Balſam. 

I could give a great many inſtances of t';is 
nature, wherin by the ſame Method 1 have 
ſav'd off Fits from invading Perfuns ar the 
times they were wont todo: As allo of the 
taking off the moſt vi. 1ent Pains, when peo- 
ple have had a Fit upun them, in a very ſhort 
time. But in ſo doing, I ſhould ſwell this 
Piece to too great a bulk, wlicn it is aiready 
larger by much than I at firit delign'd it 
therfore I ſhall conclude all with this Premo- 
nition. 

That Perſon may be ſaid to cure any Di- 
ſtemper, the greateſt number of whoſe Pa- 
tients recover : The failure in ſom few Caſes 
is no argument of want of Skill. Every 
body knows that the Cortex Peruvienus, given 
at due ſeaſons, and in proper quantities, will 
cure Agues ; yet there are ſom tew Agues that 
will elude the efficacy of ir, tho given wich 
never ſo much caution and circumſpeCtion : 
Yet for all that, the Cortex will {till be ac- 
counted (as there is all the reaſon ic ſhould) 
the greateſt and the moſt certain Specitic ever 
publicly known in the Cure of Agues, by rea- 
ſon there are very few Agues but what are 
to be cur'd by it. There are ſom people, who 
upon the taking of Opiam are certain to lie 
awake the whole Night followiag : Yet its 
failing to make ſom few people ſleep, dos no 
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way hinder but that Phyſicians may preſcribe 
Opium, or ſom Preparation of ir, to their Pa- 
tients when they want reſt, by reaſon thereare 
rery tew to whom it 1s given, that it will fail 
of making ſleep when they ſtand in need of 
it, tho oppreſt and tormented with the greateſt 
pain. The Method I have laid down for the 
Cure of the Gout may fail in ſom few per- 
ſons, eſpecially if not rightly and exaCtly fol- 
low'd : but for my own part I have not known 
it failabovetwo or three times ; and thoſe fail- 
ures I have great reaſon to believe, were ra- 
ther to be imputed to the Irregularity and Per- 
verſneſs of the Patients, than the Inſufficien- 
cy of the Medicins, Well, but ſuppoſe they 

ould fail in ſom few people, muſt they ther- 
fore be laid aſide ? By the ſame reaſon the Cor- 
tex ſhould be laid aſide in Agues, and Opium 
for the making people ſleep, becauſe they ſom- 
times fail of anſwering the end for which they 
were given. I don't queſtion, but with due 
caution and circumſpeCtion the Method I have 
laid down will as certainly cure the Gout, as 
the Cortex an Ague, or Opium make people 
ſleep ; which, becauſe they fo rarely fail to 
anſwer thoſe Intentions, they will always be 
depended on. 


I was going to put a Fins to all, but cannot 
do it before I have taken notice of the great 
Misfortunes I labor under. I have made it 
the buſineſs of my Life rightly to A 
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the nature of the Juices of Human Bodies, 
both 1n their natural and morbid ſtate, and by 
that means to be capable of doing ſomthing 
more than other people. Certainty has bin 
what I haveaim'd at ; and it -will appear to 
every unprejudiced perſon by what I have ſaid 
in the Introduction to this Piece, that the 
foundation on which I have buile my PraQtice, 
is ſolid and ſubſtantial. But my Misfortune 
has hithecto bin, That if any Patient of mine 
has chanced to die, or any one has not bin 
cur'd of a Chronical Diſtemper by almoſt 
merely looking upon them, immediatly an 
Outcry has bin rais'd, That I know nothing, 
or that I have killed my Patient. Nay, it's 
com to that paſs now, that 1f Ido bur chance 
to look upon a Patient, tho I preſcribe no- 
thing for them, if they die, notwithſtand- 
ing they were expiring before I ſaw them, 
preſently there's a Noiſe that I have killed 
them. TI expe&t the ſame Treatment in 
this caſe. It any one ſhall try my Me- 
thods in the Cure of the Gout, and be not 
preſently freed trom their Pains (as if Chro- 
nical Diſtempers were to be cured with a 
Charm, by merely looking on them) it will 
immediatly be ſpread abroad, that I am in 
the wrong, tho I have given ſuch plain 
Demonſtration that the Foundation on which 
I build my PraQtice, is right : and one inſtance 
of my Method's failing, tho there have bin 
never ſo many Irregularities committed, ol 
® 
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do me more miſchief, than a hundred ſubſtan. 
tial Cures will do me good. To this ſort of 
Treatment I have bin ſo long uſed, that I 
have great reaſon to fear the ſame again here- 
after. Bur let my Treatment be what it will, 
I will never leave off proſecuting the Cauſe of 
Truth, and doing good in my Generation to 
the utmoſt of my power, 
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Medicinal Obſervations 


Concerning the 


Cure of Fevers, &c. 


By the means of Acids. 


_—___ — — 


Obſervation the Firſt. 


AT theFourth, 96. I was ſent for 
to a Gentlewoman of great worth ; 
who for ſom months had bin ſub- 

je@ to a HeQic Fever, with a continual Faint- 
neſs, and a depreſſion of her Spirits. Abour. 
the 24th of April ſhe was taken with a vio- 
lent inflammatory Fever, whictr had ſom ſmall 
remiſfſions ; ſhe was treated by another Phy- 
ſician with Cortex Peruvianw and Bezoardics 
in extravagant quantities, and brought juſt to 
Death's door by *em. She had frequently ve- 
ry violent Conyulſions ; and when they went 
off, a continual languor : ſhe was fainty and 
weak 
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weak to the laſt extremity, even ſo weak, 
that ſhe could nt. turn her ſelf in her Bed; 
and tho ſhe had every night taken Dzacodium 
largely, ſhe had not ſlept for eight or ten days 
and nights, nat ſo much as one hour, her Spi- 
rits being pur into ſuch a hurry and confuſion, 
Her Phyſician had given her over for dead, 
and I was brought in only to look upon her, 
and fee her expire. Bur ſeeing her Relations 
all in Tears, bewailing the great loſs they 
were like ro have, I rold *em there were ſtill 
ſom ſparks of hope, and rhat plentiful quan» 
tities of Acids might go near to retrieve her ; 
upon which they 1mmediatly beg'd me to try 
what might begon : fo I preſcribed her the 
following Medicins. 


R Tart. Vitriolati dracm. tres : Crem. 
Tart. unciam ſemis ; Salis Succini drac. 

femis; Rad. Peonie dracm. unam; Caſtorei 
dracm. ſemis ; Sacchari Alb. dracm. ſex. M. 
f. Pul. in ſex chartula diſtrib. ex quibus cap. u- 
nam tertia quique hors in Cochlear. Fulap. ſe 


- quentis, ſuperbibendo hauſt. ejuſdem. 


Be Ag. Pulegii, Rute, ana unc. ſex ; Gaf. 
Sulphtris unc. quatuor *; Aq. Hiſter. 


— 


* [Note that Gas Sulphuris is a Medicin made of very different 
degrees in Strength; therfore the quantiries preſcribed muſt be 
greater or leſs, according as it is more leſs ſtrong : and the moſt 
certain way of preſcribing ir is in ſuch a quantity as may make 
the Vehicle in which it is given mdderatly ſlarp.] 
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anc. qguatuor , Caſtor. in Nod. incluſ. ſcrup. duos. 
M. f. Julap. 


B: Sp. Lavendale, Gaſ. Sulphuris, ana 

nncias dues , Aq. Hiſter. uncias quatuor. 

M. f. Mixtura, cap. Cochlear. unum in Languo- 
ribus. 


The Fifth in the morning I viſited her, and 
found her Symtoms greatly abateu; > had 
had two or three tools, and flept about ivr 
hours. I order'd her to perſiſt in the uſe of her 
former Medicins. 

The Sixth, her Convulſions had quite left 
her, her Fever greatly abated, and ſhe had 
ſlepr tolerzvly well the precedent Night: I 
ordet*1 her to perſiſt in the uſe of her Medi- 
cins, a5 beiore, and co drink plentifully of the 
following Julap when thirſty; and ro eat 
Lemmons and Oranges in as plentiful a man- 
ner as ſhe pleaſed. 


tt Ag. laftis Alexiter. libras duas ; Cinna- 

momi fortis ancias duas ; Syrup. Lujule 

unc. tres; Ol. Vitrioli Dal. q. [. ad moderatam 
aciditatem, cap. libert & largos hauſtus. 


The Seventh, her Spirits were in a great 
meaſure com ro her, and her Fever going off ; 
but ſhe was ſomwhat coſtive, which created 
a diſorder in her Head : I therfore order'd the 
following Clyſter, with the repetition of her 
former Medicins, | Be 


\ 
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Be Decott. com. pro Clyſteribus uncias duode- 

cem; Eleft. Lenitivi unc. unam ; Syrup. 

Violar. unc. unam ſem, Salis Com. pug. duos. M., 
f. Enema. 


The Clyſter work'd very briskly, and ther- 
forc that night I gave her the following 
Draught, 


Be Aq. Lattis unc. duas, Mirabilis dracm. 

tres; Ga. Sulphuris dracm. duas ; Laud. 

liquid. gut. 20. Syr. Papavers Rhead. anc. ſem. 
M. f- hauſt. hora ſomnt aſſumend. 


The Ezehth, I found her greatly recover'd, 
and her Appetit began to com to her : I al- 
lowed her to eat any thing of eaſy digeſtion, 
and order'd the repetition of her Pouders and 
Julap, and Cephalic Mixture. 

By the Twelfth, - thro the foreſaid Method, 
her Fever was quite gon. T then | ganas po 
the following Purge to- be repeated once in 
two or three days. 


Be Rezine Jallap. gr. x. Crem. Tartari gr. 

XV. Antimonist Diaphoret. gr. xii. Conf. 

Cynosbati g. ſ. f. bolus cap. primd man? cum regi- 
mine. 


The Night following I order'd the follow- 
ing compoling Draught. 


Fe 
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Bt Ag. Lattis unc. duas, Mirab. unc. ſemis ; 

Laud. Liquid. gut. xx. Ol. Sulphuris gut. 

v i. Syr. Papaveris Rhead. unc. ſemis. M. f. 
hauſt. hora y ane aſſumend. 


She having for ſom time before this Iineſs 
bin ſubje& to Hiſterical Indiſpoſitions, IT pre- 
{crib'd the following Steel Courſe, to be con- 
tinued for three weeks, or a month : But be- 
fore ſhe enter'd upon it ſhe was perfeQly well 
of her Fever, and weat abroad. 


Bk Calibis cum Tart. prep. unc. ſem. Car- 
damomi, Cubebarum, ana dracm. unam ; 
Salis Suctini, Caſtorei, ans ſcrup unum ; Conf. 


ſalvie unc. unam ſem. Syr. Peonie q. [. f. Elett. 


cap. quant. nucis moſcate primo mane & hora 
quinta pomeridiana, (uperbibendo unc. quatuor 
Vini medicati ſequentis. 


Bs Cardamomi, Cubebarum, Galange, ana 

dracm duas; Gentiane dracm. tres; Ca- 

libis cum Tart. prep. dracm. duas ; Vinit Rhena- 

ni veteris libras duas ſem. Infunde clause © 

calide per horas ſex, & coletur ; Colatura re- 
ſervetur ad uſum. 


By the means of this Calibeat courſe ſhe 
was perteQly freed from her Hiſterical Indiſ- 
poſition. 


Obſler - 
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Obſervation the Second, 


June the Sixteenth, I was ſent for to a young 
Geatleman of a very groſs habit of Body, 
who was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever, and up. 
on the firſt attacks of the Diſtemper was con- 
vullive and delirous, with violent Vomit- 
ings. Ifirſt of all order large quantities of 
Carduus Poſſet-drink to bring off that load of 
viſcous Phlegm with whiclt his Stomach was 
over-charg'd : about two or three hours after 
his Vomiting was over, I preſcrib'd Blood-let- 
ting to twelve or fourtcen Ounces, -and that 
he ſhould take the following Medicins. 


Bs Tart. Vitriolati dracm. unam ; Cremor. 

Tartari, Salis Prunelle, ana dracm. 

gres ; Sacchari Albi unc. unam. M. f. Pul. in 

ſex chartulas diſtrib. ex quibus cap. unam ſecun- 

di quaque hors in Cochlear. Fulap. ſequentis, 
[uperbibendo hauſt. ejuſdem. 


Be Ag. Lattis libram unam; Syrup. Lujulz 
unc. unam ; Ol. Vitriols dul. q. 4 4d moae- 
ratam aciditatem. M. f. Tulapum. 


B: Ag. Hordei i daas, Mirabilis uncias du- 
45 ; Syr. de Rubo Idzo ancias tres; Ol. 
Sulphuris gut. xxx. M. f. Fulap. cap. pro pot 


ordinario. 


The 
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The Seventeenth he continued much in the 
ſame ſtate, only his Convulſions abated, his 
Urin was crude and undigeſted, and he had 
two or three ſtools, I order'd the repetiti- 
on of his former Medicins. 

The Eighteenth his Convulſions were quite 
gon, but his Head and Face were mighuly 
{weld and inflam'd: His Vomitings had quite 
left him, but he continued looſe, to which I 
did not think fit to pur a ſtop, by reaſon he 
was a Perſon of a very groſs Body. I ordered 
a large Veſicatory to be applied to his Neck, 
and that he ſhould perſiſt in the uſe of his for- 
mer Medicins. 

The Nineteenth,the ſwelling and inflainma- 
tion of his Head and Face increaſed ; he had a 
great difficulty in making Water, occaſioned 
by the application of the Velicacory, and his 
Looſneſs ſtill continued. I preſcribed the tol- 
lowing Medicins. 


Be Sem. Quatuor. Frig. M. anadracm. duas ; 
Papaver. alb. unc. ſemis ; Amygaal. dul. 
Decort. dracm. ſex; Aq. Hordei libras duas, 
f. Emulſio S. A. addendo Syr. Althee unc. duas : 
cap. liber? & larzos hauſts. 


Be Cremor. Tartari, Saiu Prunelle, ana 
dracm. duas. Ol. Garriophilloy. gut. ofto ; 
Sacchari Roſati unc. ſemis. M. f. Pul. in qua- 
twor Chartulas diſtribuend. ex quibus cap. unam 
. Aa tertia 
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* terti4 quaque hors, in cochleari Julap. ſequentis, 
ſuperbibendo hauſt. ejuſd. 


Bs Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. libram una ; 
Syr. Lujule unc. unam ; Ol. Vitrioli ul. 
q. ſ. ad moderatam aciditatem. M.f. Julap. 


Rt Ag. Cinnamomi, Mivabilis, ana unc. 

duas ; Ag. totins Citri unc. quatuor ; 

Ol. Sulphuris gut. decem ; Syrup. Garrioph. unc. 

ſemis. M. f. Cardiacum cap. cochlear. quatuor 
vel quinque in languoribus. 


The Twentieth, his Head and Face were all 
over in one continued Bliſter ; his Fever. be- 
gan t0 abate, his Looſneſs ſtopt, and his Urin 
tolerably well digeſted, but his Strangury 
continued. I order*'d the repetition of his E- 
mulſion, with the other Medicins. 

The Twenty firſt, his Fever was in a man- 
ner totally gon, his Strangury quite left him, 
and the Urin he made of a very good color, 
with a ſettlement in the bottom ; and from 
the Bliſters of his Head and Face were dil- 
charged large drops of an acrid Alkalious Li- 
quor. I forgot to mention that the Serum of 
his Blood did turn a ſolution of Syrup of Vio- 
lets from a blue into a very deep green Color, 
which was a plain indication that his Blood a- 
bounded with Alkalious Particles, and was 
the occaſion of the Febril Fermentation ; to 
allay which I chought it abſolutely neccſlary 
to 
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to preſcribe a plentiful quantity of proper A- 
cids, and from the beginning I dire&ed him to 
eat as many Oranges and Lemmons as he plea- 
ſed. I order'd the repetition of the former 
Medicins. 

The Twenty ſecond, his Fever was perfeQly 
gon, and his Bliſters almoſt fallen, he began to 
have an Appetit ; upon which I allow'd him 
to eat ſom boil'd Chicken or Whiting. I or- 
dered him the following Medicins. 


BR Crem. Tartari, Salis Prunelle, ana 
dracm. tres; Rad. Petaſitidis ſiccat. & 

Pul. dracm. duas; Cochinille dracm. unam. M, 
f. Pul. in ſex chart. diſirib. ex quibus cap. unam 
quart4 quaque hora in cochlear. Fulap. ſequentic, 


ſuperbibendo hauſt, ejuſdem. 


Bt Aq. Latty Alexiter. Vini Rub. Gal. ans 
Ih unam ; Syr. de Rubo Ideo unc. duas ; 
OL. Vitrioli dul. ſcrup. duos. M. f. Julap. 


By the Twenty fourth he was perfeQly well, 
and went abroad. After he had recover'd his 
ſtrength, I order'd the following Purge to be 
repeated two or three times, at about three 
days diſtance. 


fr Cremor. Tart..gr. Xit. Antimon. Dia- 

aphoret. gr. x. Rezin. Jallap. gr. viii. 

Conf. Cynosbati q. {. f. bolus, prims man? af- 
ſumend. cum regimine. 

Aa 2 '- Ab 
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At night going to bed, after he had taken 
the Purge, I order'd the following quieting 
Draught. 


I} ÞAq. Papaveris unc. duas, Mirabilis drac. 

tres ; Ol. Sulphuris gut. ofto; Laud. Li- 

quid: gut. XX. Diacodii aracm. tres. M. f. 
haſt. | 


The neck of this Fever was perfeCtly broke 
in ſeven days, tho it was no leſs than what is 
commonly called Malignant. Wheras had he 
bin treated with Alkalies and Alexipharmics, 
it would have bin no leſs than fourteen days 
before his Fever would have any thing abated, 
if he had not dropt by the way. By this Mc. 
thod of mine People are generally kept from 
being delirous, and all thoſe other dreadful 
Symroms that attend ſuch as are treated with 
Alkalies and Alexipharmics. 


Obſervation the Third. 


July the Eighth, Twas ſent for to a Woman 
who had lain three days and nights in an Apo- 
pletic Fir, in which time Dr. Richard R. had 
order'd her to be ler blood to the vaſt quantity 
of ſix Ounces, and had cauſed a Veſicatory ot 
the largeneſsof a Crown-piece to be applied to 
her Neck. From neither of which had ſhe 
found any relief; neither indeed could it be 
expected, ir being but mere trifling in ſo de- 
plorabl 
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plorable a Diſtemper. She had not ſpoke nor 
ſtir'd eirher Hand or Foot the whole three 
days, but lay as one dead. I immediatly or- 
der'd thirty Ounces of Blood to be raken outof 
her Arm, and large Velicatorics 'o be applied 
to her Head, her Neck, and her Wriſts; and 
tliat they ſhould force down the following Me- 
dicins : but io a little time after the Bleeding, 
her Senſes bezgan to com to her. 


Be Tart. Vitriolati dracm. unam; Cremoy. 

Tartari aracm. duas; Reſine Jallape 

ſernp. unum. M. f. Pul. in quatuor chartulas 

diſtribuend. ex quibus cap. unam ſecunda quaque 
bora, aonec incipit purgare, 


Be Sp. Lavendule unc. dugg ; Ga. Sulphuris 
unc. unam\, Aq. Peonie Comp. \unc. tres. 
M.f. Mixturs, cap. cochleare unum frequenter. 


The Ninth ſhe continu'd ſtupid and dozy, 
ſo I order*d thirty Ounces of Blocd to be tak- 
en from the Jugular. Her Pouders had not 
wrought with her, and therfore I order*d the 
following Cliſter, and likewiſe a Scernutatory 
to be uſed often, and a repetition of her Ce- 
phalic Mixture, For her conſtant Drink I 
ordeved a Tea made of Roſemary and Laven- 
der Flowers, to be acidulated with dulcificd 
Oil of Vitriol. 
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Bs Flor. Roriſmarini, Lavendule, ana m. 

wnum , Cort. Winteriani unc. ſemi ; 

Aq. Font. tb duas : coquantur ad dimidie partis 

conſumtionem, & coletur ; Colature unc. xii. 

adde Vini Benedifti unc. unam, Syr. E ſpins 

Cervini unc. unam ſemis. M. f. Enema ſlatim 
injiciend. 


& Coſtoret opt. drac. ſem. Nucis Moſcate 

dracm. unam ; Fol. Aſſari dracm. ſemis, 

Nicotiani dracm. duas. M. f. Pul. fternutato- 
rius frequenter uſurpand. 


The Clyſter wrought very well, and her 
-ra_eg run plentifully, which greatly reliey'd 

cr. 

The Tenth, ſhe could turn her ſelf in her 
bed, and open her Eyes, and ſwallow very 
well, but could not ſpeak at all. So TI or- 
der'd them to dip ſom rofted Bread in Spirit of 
Lavender, and that ſhe ſhould hold a piece of 
the ſaid Bread in her mouth, and take the fol. 
lowing Mcdicns, 


BR Tart. Vitriolati dracm. duas; Cremor, 
Tart. unc. ſemis ; Caſtoret, Salis ſucci- 

at, ana dracm. ſem. Ol. Nucis moſcat.' gut. xX. 
M. f. Pul. in quatuor chartulas diſlribuend. ex 
quibus cap. unam quarts quaque hors in cochlear. 


Tulap. ſequentis, ſuperbibendo hauſt. ejuſdem. 
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Be Adq. Pulegit uncias duodeicem; Pconie 
Comp. Hiſter. ana unc. duas ; Sp. Laven- 
dule, Gaſ. Sulphuris, ana unc. unam ſem. Sy. 


Peonie unc. unam. M. f. Julap. 


The Eleventh, ſhe could ſpeak half words, 
but was ſomwhat ſtupid ; fo I order'd her to 
be let blood again in the Jugular to thirty 
Ounces, having found her to be greatly re- 
liev'd after each of her former bleedings, 
and to perfift in the uſe of her former Mc- 
dicins. 

She was let blood no more, but continued 
to uſe the forcmention'd Mcdicins; and by 
the eighteenth ſhe was able to fprcak treels, 
and to walk about her room : $9 I preſcrib?. 
her the following Steel Courſe, and direed 
her to perſiſt in it for about three weeks or a 
month, which accordingly ſhe did, and ſhe 
continues perfealy well. 


fk Calibis cum T art. prep. unc. ſemis ; Nu- 

cis moſcate, Cardamomi, ana aracws. 

duas ; Caſtorei ſcrup. dnos ; Ol. Nucis moſcat-e 
gut. XXX. Conf. Salvie unc. unam ſem. Syr. Pe- 


| onie q. |. f. El. cap. quant. Nucis Moſcats 


primo mane & hora quarts pomeridiani, ſuper- 
bibendo uncias quatuor Infuſionis ſequentis. 


Br Flor. Roriſmarini; Lavendule, ana M. 
un. Nucis moſcate, Cardamomi, ana 
Aa 4 arac. 
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drac. duas; Aq. Font. libras duas. Infunde 
claus & calide per horas quatuor, & coletur ; 
Colature adde Sp. Lavendule unc. quatuor. M. 


Obſervation the Fourth, 


June the twenty fourth, a Gentlewoman 
applied her ſelf to me for advice. She had a 
conſtant laſſitude and wearineſs upon her, a 
violent Cough and Shortneſs of Breath, and 
conſtant ſoreneſs and pain in her Breaſt, a taſtc 
of Blood always in her Mouth, a HeQic Fe- 
ver, and Cold, Colliquative Night-ſweats, 
with an almoſt total loſs of Appetit ; all the 
true Signs of a radicated, confirm'd Pthiſis 
or Conſumtion. I preſcribed the following 
Medicins. 


BR TartariVitriolati dracm. unc. ſem. Cre- 

mor. Tartari, Salis Prunelle, ana dracm. 

duas ; Sacchari Alb. dracm. ſex. M, f. Pul. 

in oito chartulas difirib. ex quibus cap. unam 

quarta quaque hora, in hauſt. Infuſionis ſequen* 
Hs, | | 


B Rad. Eringit unc. duas; Balſ. Tolutani 
dracm. unam : Aq. Font. lib. duas ſemis. 
Tnfunde clans? & calid? per horas ſex, & coletur ; 
Colature adde Sir. Balſam. unc. duas. M. | 
Be 
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BF Gaf. Sulphuris unc. duas ; Ol. Cinnamo- 

mi, cum Sacch. alb. mixt. gut. quatuor. 

M. cap. cochlear. unum in omni difficultate reſpi- 
rationis. 


In about five or ſix days the bloody Taſte in 
her Mouth began to abate, as did alſo her 
Sweats. 

July the Firſt I viſited her (ſhe being re- 
mote from the City, I could not viſit her a- 
bove once a week) and finding her ſomwhat 
Hiſterical with a little Looſnets, I preſcrib'd 
the following Medicins, and ordered her Pou- 
ders and Infuſion to be repeated. 


B Aq. Lattis Alex. unc. duas, Hiſter. drac s 
tres; Gaſ. Sulphuris dracm. duas; Ol. 


. Cinnamomi gut. unam;, Laud. Liquidi gut. XX. 
M. f. hauſt. hor4 ſomni aſſumend. 


B Aq. Lattis unc.ofto, Hiſter. unc. quatu- 
or, Cinnamomi Fort. unc. un. ſem. Gaf. 
Snlphuris anc. unam ; Syr. Balſam. unc. unam. 
M.f. Mixtura, cap. Cochlear. quatuor ſepius in 
die durante languore. 


Be Ga. Sulphuris unc. quataor ; Ol. Cinna- 

momi, cum Sacch. alb. q. [. Mixt. gut- 

ſex. DM. cap. cochlear. unum in omni hauſt. 
Pots. | | 
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Azxeuſft the firſt, her bloody Taſte and cold 
Sweats had quite left her, and the Soreneſs of 
her Breaſt was much abated, and her Appetit 
in a manner reſtor'd. But her Cough and 
Shortneſs of Breath continued, as alſo did her 
HeRic Fever ; but theſe were much more fa- 
vorable than at the beginning. I preſcribed 
the following Medicins. 


Repetantur Pulveres & Infuſio. 


FB OL Vitrioli dul. dracm. duas. Cap. gut. 40. 
in omni hauſtulo potus,& precipue quando 
dijficultatem reſpirandt habet. 


Bt Opobalſami dracm. duas. Cap. gut. ſex 
ſing. not. hora decubitus in cxchlear. Syrup. ſe- 
quentis. 


i Syrup. Balſam. unc. quatuor, Ol. Sulphur 
ris per campan. q. ſ. ad acid. ſaporem. 


Auguſt the 6th her Cough and Shortnels of 
Breath had quite lefc her, and all the other 
Symtoms in a manner abated ; but ſhe was 
very-coſtive, and had a propenſity to vomit ; 1 
therfore preſcribed as follows. 


Be Sp. Hier. Picre ſerup. duos ; Tart. Vi 
griolati dracm. unam ; Aq. Epidem. unc. 
| pres. 
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tres. M. f. Mrxtura, cap. cochlear. unum pri- 
mo mane, & cochlear. ſem. i574 dimidid ante 
prandinum, in hanſlulo Vini rubri. 


Auguſt the 12th, ſhe was ſomwhat Hiſteri- 
cal, but had no return of her former ladif. 
poſitions ; ſo I preſcribed the following Medi- 
C10S, 


Be Ag. Pulegii Cerafor. nig. Hiſter. Rute, 

ana unc. quatuor ; Elix. Vitrioli ſcrup. 

gu0s; Sacchari alb. unc. unam. M. f. Julap. 
cap. cochlear. ſex in languoribus. 


B Laud. Lig. ſcrup. unum; cap. gut. 
xxv. hora decubitus in hauſt. Tulap. pre- 
cedentis. 


Auguſt the 224 ſhe finding her ſelf very well, 
return'd to her own Habitation in the Coun- 
try, a great diſtance from London: fo I pre- 
ſcribed the following Medicins to be taken tor 
three weeks or a month, to confirm her in 
her Health, and prevent the return of her Di- 
ſtemper. 


Br Cremor. Tartari, Salis prunelle, ans unc. 
unam , Tart. Vitriolati dracm. de- 

cem ; - Maſtiches unc. ſemis ; Saachari alb. unc. 
quatuor ; Ol.” Garriophil. dracm. ſemis. M. f. 
Pul. in pixide aſſervand. cap. quant. Mucroni cul- 
tri contineri poteſt, in hauſt. Infuſionis bis in die. 
Be 
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tt Elix.Vitrioli unc. ſemis; cap. gut. xv. 
frequenter in hauſt. Infuſionis. 


BÞ Opobalſami dracm. duas ; cap. gut. ſex 
fing. not. hora decubitus in cochlear. Sy- 
rup. Balſam. cam Ol. Sulph. acidulati. 


She has ſince bin in Towa very well, and 
free from any of her former Indiſpoſitions. 


Obſervation the Fifth, 


Ofober the 13th, I was ſent for to a young 
Gentleman who for ſom days had bia ill of a 
Peſtilential Fever, having black and purple 
Spots upon his Breaſt, and other parts; and a- 
bout thirty hours before was taken with a vi- 
olent bleeding at his Noſe, and in that ſpace 
had bled, by a modeſt compuration, at leaft 
twelve pounds. All ordinary means, both in- 
ternal and external, had in vain bin uſed by a 
great and honeſt Phyſician, whoſe Advice had 
bin requir'd ; but the Effuſion of Blood could 
no ways be ſtopt, to that both Phyſician and 
Relations had given him up for dead. But 
providentially a Relation of mine coming in, 
with a Solution of the Yulnerary Ponder that 
was formerly mine, ſoon ſtopt the Effuſion of 
Blood at his noſe, and withal gave %em en- 
couragement that if they would ſend. for 
me, he might be ſo treated, as to have his Fe- 
| ver 
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ver taken off, and his Life preſery'd. Ac- 
cordingly I was ſent for; and tho the loſs of 
Blood had bin ſo great, yet his Fever was not 
in the leaſt abated, his Pulſe being violently 
high and quick, his Tongue as black as a 
Coal, and fo rough, that one might almoſt 
grate a Nutmeg upon it, with a violent Or- 
gaſmof his Spirits : both his bleeding, Spots, 
and even the Fever it ſelf proceeding from the 
Globules of the Blood bei.ig broken by roo 
great a quantity of Alkalies, as I have more ar 
large taken notice tn my Eſſay of Alkaly and 
Acid. 1 preſcrib'd the following Medicins. 


Bs Crem. Tartari dracm. duas, Salis prou- 

nelle dracm. duas, Tart. Vitriolati drac. 

unam, Sacchari roſati dracm. ſex. M. f. Pul. 

in quatuor chartulas diſtrib. ex quibus cap. unam 

ſecundi quaque hora in Jun quantitate Fulap. 
ſequentis, ſuperbibendo hauſt. ejuſd. 


ts Ag. Laitis Alexiter. Cinnamomi Hord. 

ana tb wnam ;, Aceti diftillats unc. duas ; 

Syr. Lujule unc. tres ; Ol. Vitrioli q. [. ad ati- 
dum ſaporem. M. f. Tulap. 


Bt Fol. Roſar. rub. m. ſex, Aceti acerrinss 

q. {. coquantur ad mollitiem, & appli- 

cetur inter duas pannas lineas, fronti & ſto- 
macho. 


B 
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Rs Aq. Mirabilts, Cinnamomi, ans unc. 

tres; Cinnamomi Hord. unc. quatuor ; 
Ol. Vitrioli gut. 60. Syr, Lujule dracm. ſex. M. 
f. Cardiacum, cap. cochlear. ſex quando Spiritus 
languent. 


Within half an hour after he had taken 
cach of the fir{t three papers of Pouder, he 
vomitel up great quantities of coagulated 
Blood, but the fourth ſtaid with him ; and 
withia thre& hours after he had two or 
three looſe ſtools, the greateſt part of which 
were Blood; after which he was ſomwhat 
compoſed, and ſlept three or four hours, and 
then ſeem'd to be much refreſh'd. 


Ofober the 14th, I ordered a Repetition of 
the former Medicins ; only inſtead of the Cor- 
dial, I gave him that which follows ; and being 
very thirſty, I order*d he ſhould have Lem- 
monade, with a little Whire-wine mixt with 
it, to drink in as plentiful a manner as he 
pleaſed. 


Rt Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. Cinnamomi Fort. 
ana unc. tres ; Syr. Garrioph. dracm. ſex; 


Confett. Alkermes dracm. duas. M. 


The 15th, the violence of his Fever be- 
gan in ſom meaſure to abate, but he had a 
very great depreſſion of his Spirits, being ex- 
tremely 
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tremely fainty and weak. I order'd the fol- 
lowing Pouders and Julap, with a repetition 
of his Cordial. And by reaſon he had not 
ſlept the foregoing night, I order'd the fol- 
lowing compoling Heuſt#s, one half to be 
taken at eight a _ the other half about 
Midnight, if he did not ſleep. 


Bs Tart. Vitriolati dracm. unam; Cremor. 
Tartari, Sali prunelle, ana dracm. unam 


ſem, Ol. Cinnamomi gut. ſex, Garrioph. gut. ſex. 


M. f. Pul. in ſex chartulas diſtrib. ex quibus cap. 
unam ſecunds vel tertia quaque hord in cochlear, 
Hr. Balſam. ſuperbibendo hauſt. Fulap. ſequentis. 


Be Ag. Cinnamomi Hord. libram unam” ſe- 

mis, Mirab. unc. tres; Ol. Vitrioli dul. 

g. ſ. ad moderat. acid. addendo Syr. Lujuls unc. 
duas. M. f. Julap. 


Bt ÞAq. Cinnamomi Hord. inc. tres, Mira- 
bilis dracm. ſex; Land. Liquidi gut. 
zo, Ol. Vitrioli dul. gut. 10. Syr. Papaveris 


unc. ſemis. M. 


The 16th his Fever was more abated, and 
the Spots began to diſappear. But the black- 
neſs and roughneſs of his Tongue continued, 
and he was very coſtive ; ſo I preſcrib'd the 
following Mixture to moiſten his Mouth, and 
the Cliſter to open his Body. The Clyſter 
wrought three or four times, and brought a- 

way 


376 Medicinal Obſervations 


way a great quantity of black, coagulated 
Blood that ſtill remained in his Bowels. Aﬀer 
the operation cf the Clyſter, I ordered he 
ſhould take the compoſing Hauſtus as before. 


B Urine Hominis ſani unc. decem; Tere- 

binth. Veneti cum Vitello Ovi opt. mixt. 

ytc. unam ; Ol. Chamomille unc. unam, Anniſ 
got. ſex. M. f. Enema ſtatim injiciend. 


B: Gyr. Balſam. Aceti, ana unc. unam ſc 
mis. M. f. Mixtura cap. cochlear. «- 


num frequenter. 


Repetatur hauſt. Paregor. cap. dimidia pars 
poſt operationem Enematis, pars altera circiter 
medium notis. 


The 17th, the Spots totally diſappear'd, 
and his Fever abated, but he continued very 
languid and fainty : I preſcrib'd the following 
Medicins, 


BR Cremor, Tartari, Salis Prunelle, an: 

dracm. unam ; Ol. Garriophillor. gut. 

ofto, Cinnamomi gut. quatnor. M. f. Pul. in 

quatuor chartulas diſtribuend. ex quibus cap. unam 

tertia quaque hord in Cochleari Syrup. Balſam. ſu 
perbibendo hauſt. Julap. ſequentis. 


Bf Ag. Cinnamomi Hord. tb unam, Epidem. 
#7. quatuor ; Syrup. Lujule unc. unan 
ſemi ; 
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ſemis; Ol. Vitrioli dul. g. ſ. ad moderat. Acidi- 
tatem. M. f. Julap. 


Repetatur Fulgp. Cardiacum. 


The 18th his Fever was in a manner gon, 
and he began to have an Appetit; ſo allowed 
him to eat Whicing, or ſom ſuch thing ; the 
roughneſs and blackneſs of his Tongue were 
quite gon, - but both his Mouth and Tongue 
were very ſore ; healſo had a little obſtruQi- 
on in making Water, I preſcrib'd the fo!- 
lowing Medicins. 


Repetantur Pul. & Fulap. beſtern. notte pre- 
ſcript. Reperatur etiam Enema non ita pridem 


preſcripe. 


Rk Sem. Cydonior. Dracm. unam ſemi; 
Aq. Fontan. lib. unam ; coquantur ad- 
dimidie partis conſumt. © coletur, Colature 
adde Syrup. Althes unc. unaem. M. f. Garzariſ- 
ma, frequenter uſurpand. 


BR Amygd. Dul. decort. dracm. ſex; Sem. 

Papever. Alb. dracm. tres. Sem. Quat. 

Frig. M. ana dracm. unam ; Aq. Roſarum unc. 

duas, Hordei lib. duas ; F. Emmlſio S. A. adden- 

do Sacchari alb. unc. duas. DM. cap. haut. targ. 
frequenter. 


The 19th, his Fever was quite gon, but the 
ſoreneſs of his Mouth and Tongue continued, 
B b as 
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as did alſo his difficulty of making Water, 


but that was ſomwhat better than the day be- 
fore. I preſcrib'd for him as follows. 


Repetatur Emulſio. 


B Sem. Pſilii, Cydoniorum, ana dracm. 

wnc. ſem. Ag. Font. tb unam ; coquantur 

ad dimidie partis conſumt. & coletur ; Colaturz 

adde Syr. Althee unc. unem, Sachari Saturni 

ſcrup. unum. M. f. Gargariſma, frequenter u- 
ſurpand. 


BR Cremor. Tart. dracm. duas; Cochisille 

ſerup. duos; Ol. Cinnamogii gut. quatuor. 

M. f. Pul. in quatuor chart. diftrib. ex quibus cap. 

unam quarts quaque hora in cochlear. Syrup. Bal- 

ſam. ſuperbibendo hauſt. Julap. non ita pridem 
preſcripr. 


I Agq. Laitis wc. unam ſemi, Mirabili 

unc. ſemis , Land. Liquids gut. xx. Ol. 

Vitrioli dul. gut. decem. M.f. hauft. cap. hat 
note, (i non bene dormit. 


The 20th, his Apperit increaſcd, and what 
he cat he digeſted very well ; he began alſo to 
recover his ſtrength, and could fit up an hour 
at a time. Iordcr'd the repetition of his for- 
mer Medicins. 

The 24th, viſited him again, whenlT found 
him 1ncreaſed in firength to a very great de- 
gree, I order'd the following Medicins, B 
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B Crem. Tartari dracm. duts, Cochinil!: 
dracm. unem. M. f. Paul. in qu: tur 
thartulas diſtrib. ex quibus cap. unam prin” ant 
& hora oftava veſperi, incochlear. Syrup. Balſam. 


Yaperbibendo hauſt. Julzp. ſequentis. 


Br Ag. Cinnamomi Hord. lib.un4m, Epidcm. 

unc. quatuor ; Syr. Lnjule unc. unan 

ſem. Ol. Vitrioli dul. q. [. ad moderat. acidi;a- 
rem. M.f. Julp. 


He perſiſted in the uſe of theſe Medicins til? 
the firſt of November, at which time I prefcri- 
bed the following Stecl Courle, to be continu- 
ed for a fortnight or three weeks. 


fs Calibis cum Tart. prep. Crem. Tartari, 

ana aratm. tres; Cardamomi, Cubebay. 

ana dratm. unam; Conf. Salvic unc. unam ſe. 

Syr. Garriophillor. q." ſ. f. Eleftnarium, tap! 

quant. nucis moſcate primo mane & hor quart4 

pomeridian4, ſuperbibendo hauſt. Infaſtonis [e- 
quentis. 


Bs Rad. Eringit unc-duas; Cort. Aurant. 
aracm. tres; 9. Font. th unam ſem. Vi- 

ni rubri Wh nem. Infunie per horas ſex, © 5: 
letur; C olature ada IJ;r. Aur antior Az. an. i 


&® Rad: conſolide :najoris, Erinzii, ans #2:. 
Ants 3 Ag. Font. th quatuor ; coguantur 
oY 2 2 a 
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ai dimidie partis conſumtionem, & coletur ; 
colature adde Syr. Aurant. unc. duas. M. f. Apo» 
zema, cap. hauſt. ſepius in die. 


Before he began the Steel Courſe, he was 
very hearty and well; and the only reaſon of 
my putting him into the'Steel Courſe, was to 
prevent his falling intoa Dropſy, or ſom other 
Chronical Diſtemper, after the loſs of ſo great 
aquantity of Blood, attended with fo violent 
a Fever: and I thank God it had the deſired 
efteCt. 


From the recovery of this young Gentleman 
may ſeveral things be inferred : As, 

Firſt, That Hemorrhagies in malignant, pe- 
ſRilential Fevers, are not always to be account- 
ed the certain Prognoſtics of future Death, 
nay, would very rarely prove ſo, were pro- 
per Acids given 1n plentiful quantities, 

Secondly, That the worthy Gentleman, who 
is the great Patron of Phlcbotomy, dos only fol. 
low Nature's DiQtates, when he preſcribes 
Bloodlctting in malignant Fevers. 

Thirdly, That Malignant, Peſtilential Fe- 
vers may fafely and certainly be cur'd without 
theuſe of any of the nauſeous Tribe of Alexi- 
pharmics, which very rarely are of any other 
uſe, than to ſend the Patient to his long home 
ic a ſhort tine, 


The 


( 381 
The True Account of an Ex- 


traordinary Cure wrought 
by Bathing in Cold W ater, 
ſent to me by my Worthy 
Friend Dr. Baynard, from the 
Bath. 


VA—  - . - 


The Caſe of Samuel Crew Gent. of La- 
cock in the County of Wilts, taken be- 
fore Edward Montague of Lacham, 
Eſq; and ſeveral other Gentlemen, then 
at his Houſe preſent, all which very well 
knew his ( ondition, being of the Neigh- 
borhood. 


The ſaid Samwe! Crew, about two years 
I ſince, was ſeiz'd with a moſt intolerable 
Pain in my right Elbow, from thence the Pain 
went into the Inſteps of both Feer, thence 
into my other Arm, and the lower end of 
my Back-bone ; thence into the Nape of my 
Neck : But after it had ſeiz'd my Neck, it 
Bb 3 ſpread 
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;:\read all over me, not only in my Joints, 
- >ut Fleſh alſo, infomuch that the Calf of niy 
Leg was contrattcd as hard as any Iron Wedg, 
and fo continued three quarters of a- year 
with ſuch racking Pains as are inexpreſlible, 
My Belly ſecm'd to be clove to my Back-bone, 
inſomuch that it was all hollow like a Diſh, 
and would hold water when I lay upon my 
Back. My Fundament was drawn up three 
or four inches into my Body; and I was 
grown fo thin and extreme poor, that I was 
raw, and galld with lying, and louſy with 
poverty of Fleſh; and had ſuch Pains in my 
Ears, that if a red hot Iron had bin run into 
them, they could not have bin worſe. I lay 
upon my Back half a year, not being -able to 
ſtir or move hand or foot all thar time : In 
ſhort, the Pain did ſo diitract me, that I hal- 
low'd and koop'd like a madman with ex- 
tremity of miſery, infomuch that I really 
thought Hell could not be wcerle; nor is it 
poſſible for any Torgue to tell, or Pen to write 
the Miſeries I endured. I was worn to a 
mere Skeleton; and when {[ weat to ſtool, 
which was once 1a four or five days, and then 
forced by Purging Syrups, &c. no Woman in 
extreme Labor could have more pain, cauſed 
thro the contralticn of my Fundament, [I 
had ſeveral able Phyſicians with me, ro whom 
my Ca: 15 well known ; they preſcribed me 
Purgicy, Bieeding much, and very often ; 
they ſweat me a whole month together. : 

rock 


Medicinal Obſervations, &c. 38; 


took Viper Pouders, Crabs Eys, Pearl! Cordials, 
Sal Volatil, Spirit of Sal Armoniac, Spirit of 
Hiarts-horn, Oil of Tartar, and ſeveral other 
Drops, and all the Waod: Drinks, and all to 
no purpoſe : I went to the Bath, and there 
bathed, which fo increas'd my Pains, that I 
am well ſatisfied, one Eſſay more in the Bath 
would have coſt me my Life, even inthe Wa- 
ters. At laſt meeting with Dr. Bayward, he 
perſuaded me to go into Cold Water over head 
and ears, every day faſting, and uſe the De- 
cotion of Wild Sage, Ground Ivy, Ground 
Pine, Germander and White Hoar hound, aci- 
dulated with Crab-Verjuice, for my conſtart 
Drink, which I did ; and in fix days immer- 
ſion in the Water, and uſing the Drink, I was 
well, ſo well as go walk about my Grounds : 
all my Pains inſenſibly vaniſh'd ; my Stomach, 
which was quite loſt and decayed, was reſto- 
red; I got ſtrength, ſlept ſound, my Fleſh 
came on, and my Color came into my Face. 
All this is well known to the Neighborhood 
and Country around, which with my humble 
Acknowledgments. ro Almighty God for this 
my great Cure, I atteſt tobe licerally true. 


Given at Mr. Mont a- Witnels m 
gue's Houſe at La- iemeſ; J A 


cham, Tune 2.1696. 


S»mucl Crew. 


There 
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[There is of late acold Spring found out in 
the Fields at the end of Greys-Ivz Lane, over 
which there'is a Houſe ereted, and in all re- 
ſpes much greater conveniences than are to 
be met witheither at the cold Baths at Sr. Mon- 
gus in Torkſbire, orSt. Winifred's in Wales ; and 
the Water is in all reſpeCts as cold as either 
of them. Now the wonderful uſefulneſs of 
Cold Waters in moſt Paralitic Diſtempers, and 
{om Cutaneous ones, is ſuch, that TI am not 
aſhamed to recommend them to the World.] 


* 
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The Poſiſcript of a Letter from Mr, Willi- 
am Matthews Apothecary of Ledbury 
in Herefordſhire. 


AVING Time and Paper, I acquaint 

you with an ObſervationI have made of 
a Specific generally uſed here by the common 
people for the cure and prevention of the Small- 
Pox, which is, to drink frequently Raddle, 
Terre Rubrice (a thing known to every body 
in that Country) I think Eng/iſb Bole; it ei- 
ther prevents the InfeQtion, or they that have 
it, very few and favorable : none die that uſe 
if, 

A Child about a year oId was taken vio- 
lently with Convulfive Fits, and deſpaired of 
by Phyſicians : The Aſſiſtants were adviſed to 
apply young Pigeons, the Breeches to the Anus, 
till they lived; if the firſt lived, it was a 
ſign they would do no good : Seven were ap- 
plied one after another as faſt as they died, 
which was immediatly in leſs than half a mi- 
nute; the eighth lived, and the Child reco- 
ver'd immediatly, and had no more Fits. The 
like I experimented upon a Neighbor's Child, 
but we could get but three, which all died; 
yet the Child recover'd very well. Afterwards 
being ſent for toa Woman who complained 
of a convulſive Pain in her Side, and had bin 
near three weeks in that Condition, and gon 
thro 
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thro ſeveral Methods, Cathartics, Opiats, &c. 
to no purpoſe, I adviſcd the Pigeons ; ten or 
eleven died, the twelfth lived, and the Wo- 
man well recovered : ſhe was emaciated with 
her Pains to a mere Skeleton, and Death in 
her Face, but is now healthy and plump. 

But ſince, a Man troubled with Convullive 
Morions, ſomtimes in the Colon, ſomtimes in 
rhe Sphinier Mulcle of the Bladder, ſomrimes - 
in the Hands and Feet ; the Pigeons were ap- 
piied, but had no effeQ; for tho ſeveral were 
applied, not one died, or was the worſe for it, 

To the Child before-mentioned they died 
ſo quickly, that a Gentlewomaa preſent fear- 
cd the Maid that applied them might hold 
them too hard, which might occaſion their 
dzing ſo ſuddenly ; therfore ſhe would her ſelf 
apply them, and ſhe did ir with the greateſt 
tenderneſs imaginable ; yet as ſoon as fixt to 
the piace, they ſprawl'd out their Legs and 
died. . 

There is ſcarce any one that has bin long a 
Practitioner, who has not made ſom Obſer- 
vations of the operations of Specitic Medicins. 
Now whoever has made any Obſervations of 
thi- nature, if they will be ſo kind as to com- 
municat them to me, they ſhall not fail of 
being made public for the common benefit of 
Mankind; with the Names of the Perſons 
who ſhall communicat them. 


Juf 
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Tuſt as the laſt Sheet was in the Preſs, I 
received the following Letter from an un- 
known Hand ; and having received ma- 
ny of the ſame nature, 1 have preſumed 
to publiſh this, and to make ſom ſhort Ani- 


madverſions upon it. 


Worthy Sir, | 
XCUSE this Trouble from a Stranger, 
whoſe unhappineſs it is to live ſo remote, 
as not to be capable to have the Honor of vi- 
ſiting and converſing with you : Yet permit 
me to tell you, .that I have applied my ſelf ro 
the ſtudy of Phyſic divers years paſt, but have 
never yet preſcribed any, unleſs in Charity to 
a few Paupers. Sir, I have read both your 
Books of Alkalies and Acids, IT have read them 
over and over again; alſo I have your No- 
um Lumen Chirurgicum. I confeſs they ſeem 
to be very ingeniouſly wrote, and (as you de- 
clare) for the benefit of Mankind; and thar 
I eaſily believe, 'becauſe you are fo free and li- 
beral in printing your Receits. When you 
preſcribe Acids in the Gout, Conſumtion, &c. 
I am at a ſtand in my Study, and know not 
what Book to read next,fince your new Dofrin 
contradiQs all I have yet read in Phyſic. Idid 
chen' make ir my buſineſs to inquire of the 
Learned Men of my Acquaintance, what was 
your 
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your Education, and what their opinion of 
your Poſitions in your Books. The Phyſicians 
T have met with, tell me you were bred an A+ 


pothecary (as I think you ſay in one of your - 


Books) and they will allow you to be a very 
good one. They will allow alſo, that you 
have got out of the Fire, by your afſiduous 
Labor, an excellent Medicin to cure Wounds ; 
but they admire extremely (conſidering your 
Youth and ſmall time of Pratice) that you 
are {o poſitive and dogmatical in your Writings 
about Phylic, "ſince you contradiCt the Praftice 
of ſo many eminent and worthy Phyſicians of 
the former, and this preſent Age, who will 
no more admit of Noveltics in Phyſic, than 
Divines will in Religion. I told them I ſhould 
be glad to ſee an Anſwer to your Books by ſom 
able Phyſician ; to which they replied, 'you 
were not yet run tothe length of your Line, 
for you are now about a Treatiſe of the Gout, 
of the different Species of thoſe Attacks, and 
proper Medicins to cure each of them; in 
which preſumptuous Undertaking you will 
ſo far expoſe -ycur weakneſs, that after. the 
publication therof, all your Books ſhall be an- 
{wered and refelled together. Sir, I heartily 
wiſh they may be deceived in their expeQati- 
on, ard that you may not be deceived in yours. 
I humbly adviſe you to publiſh none of your 
Receits with your Treatiſe of the Gont; for 
jf it ſhall happen that they anſwer not what 


| you promiſe for them, you will expoſe y_ 
- 
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ſelf to the Cenſure of your Adverfaries : 
Whilſt on theGther hand, if they ſhall prove 
as effeQual' as you expeR, it is great reaſon 
that you ſhould reap the ſole benefit rherof to 
your ſelf, (during Life at leaſt) and you may 
leave them after your Deceaſe, a good Portion 
to your Son, or ng to your Widow. Nor 
think this Counſel roomean for your generous 
Soul, fince divers eminent Phyſicians pretend 
toNoſftrums of their own Invention, and con- 
ceal rhe Receits, and keep the Profits thence 
ariſing to themſelves. The Surgeons I have 
converſed with, touching your Pouder and 
TinQture, for the cure of External and Internal 
Wounds, ſeem tobe of a more avgry and rigid 
Temper; they admire you ſhould enter into 
their Province, and meddle in their Profeſſion, 
which is but collateral, if not quite forein to 
your Education, I have made them confeſs 
that your Syringe 1s better than rheir Probes, 
and that it will reach farther, and with leſs 
danger to the Patient. They have confeſt 
alſo rhat you are in the right as to your pro- 
hibition of the uſe of Tents, ſince they keep 
the Wound open, and procraſtinat Cures, ra- 
ther than expedite them ; but they will not 
allow that your external Medicina will cure any 
thing but cut Fingers and jfgalld Horſes ; and 
that your internal Medicin is good only for the 
Gripes, and to procure reſt. They confeſs 
you have cured ſom few Cuts with a Sword in 
tour days, but they were ſuch as a Dog yon 

ave 
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have lick'd whole in three: but a Wound 
made with a Gun-ſhot you n&er made any 
application to, or pretended to cure it. They 
indeed ſay, that in the Year Ninety Four you 
did dedicate a Book to the King, extolling 
the wonderful Cures effected by your Medicins 
in Flanders : but they admire at your Conki- 
dence, ſince few of thoſe Cures were ever 
perfeQted; and if any of them were made, 
they were made by the Surgeons of the reſpe- 
Qtive Regiments. They ſay farther, That 
you have never given any one Inſtance of any 
Cures wrought at the famous Siege of Namur, 
tho you were preſent all the time. 

Sir, Theſe Reports they have induftriouſly 
ſpread abroad ; whether true or falſe I know 
not : but I deſire you will take it kindly from 
me, to acquaint you with what is ſaid, which 
I preſume. was never faid to your face, nor 
can you com to the knowlege therof .any 0- 
ther way. TI confeſs their Diſcourſe ſeemed to 
be ſeaſoned with the Salt of Demetrius and his 
Followers, who made Shrines for the Goddeſs 
Diana; . wherforeI will ſuſpend my Judgment, 
and allo my farther ſtudy in Phyſic, till I ſee 
your Diſcourſe of the Gout, which with im- 
patience is expected, 


del & 26k, By your unknown, yet faithful 
Nov.30, 1656. . Servant and Welwiſher, 


T.S. 
Th 
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The Gentl:man who wrote me this Letter 
(whoſe NameT ſhould be glad to know) ſeems 
to be a man of Candor and Ingenuity. And 
I muſt confeſs, that the DoQtrin I have ad- 
vanced is ſo direQly contrary to every thing 
that has bin yet wrote, that it is enough to 
ſtartle any young Man, nay ſom old ones tov: 
But for all that, the Novelty of the thing is 
no argument why I ſhould not inculcar it in 
the cleareſt manner I can. The Circulation 
of the Blood thro the Arteries and Veins of Hu- 
man Bodies, was as old as Adam, yet wedon'c 
find it ever clearly demonſtrated by any one 
before our Great Harwvy's time. And becauſe 
no man had wrote upon that SubjeQ before, 
(nay the Opinions of all Mankind were direQ- 
ly oppoſitto it, tho it wereas demonſtrableand 
clear, as that two and two inake four; vay I 
admire how people could be ſo ſottiſh, as to 
ſee Blood run from a Vein below the Ligature, 
and not from thence infer a Circulation) mult 
he therfore omit ir for fear of diſplealing the 
reſt of his Brethren ? If ingenious men ſhould 
take ſuch a courſe, we muſt never cxpet 
Improvements in any Profeſſion. But there 
never yet was any one that advanced a new 
thing, tho never ſo clear and demonſtra- 
ble, but all the reſt of his Profeſſion were up 
in Arms againſt him. Ir isan ianat Principle 
in the minds-of moſt men, not to allow any 
man to be more knowing in his Profeſſion than 

| him- 
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himſelf. Every man almoſt would have the 
World believe, that he knows as much or 
more in his own Profeſſion than any beſides. 
But if a Perſon ſtarts up, and advances ſom- 
thing in a Profeſſion that was not known be- 
fore, he'is immediatly cried out upon for an 
Innovator at leaſt, if not for a Madman. This 
was Harwy's Caſe; very few in his time be- 
lieving, or at-leaſt owning the Circulation of 
the Blood, tho it be now the common received 
Opinion of almoſt all Mankind. Harvy in- 
culcated his Do&trin ſo clearly, that "ris almoſt 
impoſſible any Phyſician ſhould be unconvin- 
ced of its truth : But they were then aſhamed 
to own it, for fear people ſhould ſee they were 
ſubjet to Miſtakes as well as other men ; and 
if they were miſtaken in ſo great a Point as 
the Circulation of the Blood, why not in 6+ 
thers as much material ? Phyſic is not brought 
toits Acme of PerfeCtion. There are a great 
many Diſtempers we can't tell how to cure 
with any ſort of certainfy ; therfore that 
Man who has made any Diſcoveries which 
may tend to relieve mea in diſtreſs, is worſe 
than a Brute, if he dos not communicat them, 
let his Treatment for ſo doing be never ſo ill. 
And to thoſe who believe the Sacred Wri- 
tings, it is one of the greateſt comforts to be 
cvilly treated for well doing, by rcaſon that 
{uch are accounted Bleſled. 

As for my being bred an Apothecary, I am 
not aſhamed to own it, as the greatett Lawy- 
els 
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ers are not aſhamed of their being bred Ar- 
tornies. And many of the greateſt of them 
have bin ſo. 

As for the great Threats that are daily thun- 
dred our, of my being confured ; they are 
but mere Scarecrows to me. I am lo far from 
being afraid of ir, that I ſhould be heartily 
glad to ſee it don: For whoever ſhall by ſolid 
and ſubſtantial Experiments make it appear 
that Iam in the wrong, ſhall be my grear 
Apollo ;, and the firſt thing I do, ſhall be to 
write a public Recantation. [ Bur as for thoſe 
many TraQts which have hitherto bin wrote a- 
gainſt me, both beſore and ſince the firſt pub- 
licatioa of this Treatiſe, 1f I may be allowed 
tojudg in my own Cauſe,I can'c forbcar ſaying, 
that I think the Authors have more ſhewn 
their skill itnRaillery and Billing ſgate Language, 
than 1n ſtrength of Argument to overthrow 
my Hypotheſis ; and where ill Language is uſed 
in the place of Arguments, it is enough to give 
judicious men a ſulpicion,that the Cauſe which 
wants to be ſupported by ſuch Methods is not 
the beſt.] 

The concealing of any thing I know, that 
may be any ways ſerviceable ro Mankind, is 
what for the furure I ſhall never do. I had 
better have given five hundred Pounds than 
have kept my Vulnerary Pouder and Tin- 
Qture as Secrets ; and had ic not bin for making 
my felf ſonfpart of ſatisfaQon for the great 
Loſſes I 1 iftained by going to Flawders, E 

Cc would 
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would never have ſold them, but made them 
publick. | 
As for what ſom of the Surgeons continue 
to ſay of me, I am not in the leaſt conceru'd ; 
but Juſtice to the Gentleman who bought 
the Vulnerary Pouder and TinC&ture of me, 
with the Receit for making the ſame, obliges 
me to aſlert that they will do more than cure 
the Gripes and cut Fingers. And lince they ay 
I have given no Inſtance of any Cure wrought 
at the tamous Siege of Namur, I ſhall here 
preſume to give an account of one, wherby 
their Poſitions will be totally overthrown. 
One Mr. Cherry, a Serjeant of Grenadiers, 
in the Regiment of the Honorable Col. Fre- 
' derick Hamilton, was, at the Attack of the 
Terra Nova of the Caſtle of Namur, wound- 
cd 1n twenty fix places ; twenty three of them 
were made with Bullets, and three large Cuts 
in his Head with a Sword. He lay forty eight 
hours ſtript naked upon the Breach, without 
a.bit of Bread or drop of Drink, or having 
any thing don to his Wounds. Upon the Ca- 
pitulation ſeveral of our Soldiers going up t9 
the Breach to look aftrcr their dead Officers, 
tound him alive ; fo they brought him down 
to me to the Hoſpital at the Abby of Salſine ; 
he was as cold as a dead Corps, and ſo weak 
that he could ſcarce ſpeak. 'There were two 
Bullets that went thro his Body, -in juſt below 
the ſhort Ribs on one fide, and out on the 0- 
ther. He had (even Shots in his left _ 
ne 
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Bone being broken and ſhatter'd to pieces, at 
leaſt chree Inches of it taken quite away : To 
be ſhort, there was ſcarce one Limb that was 
not wounded more or lels ; and yet this Man 
was Cured without applying any thing in the 
world to his Wounds but the Vulacrary Pou- 
der, and giving him the Tinfture inwardly ; 
and thro the whole courle of his Cure he had 
never any thing of a Fever. Tie truth of 
this will be atteſted by Mr. Thom. Davis 
Surgeon, in Norfolk-ſtreet, who h:d the care 
of him. 

If any will enquire of the Honorable Co- 
lonel Ingoldsby, I am (ure he will give chem an 
account of a great many Soldiers of his Regi- 
ment that were wounded at the ſame time, 
who were cured by the ſame Meins, as were 
a great many 1n other Regiments. 

[ have lately had an Account of a Country 
Surgeon who cut a Perſon for the S:one, and 
by means of the Vulncrary.Pouder cured the 
Wound in four days. | 

As for what I have ſaid inthat Piece I dedi- 
cated to his Majeſty, it is not in the power of 
the moſt malicious of my Enemies to contra- 
'di& the Truth of any one of the Relations 
there given. But for what is ſaid concerning 
the Regimental Surgeons, there is ſomwhat 
of truth -in that ; all, or the greateſt parc of 
what was don that Year, being perto:m?d by 
Mr. Cholmly Surgeon to the Honorable Col. 
Brewers Regiment, by my direction, 1 never 
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pretending to operat in Surgery my ſelf, un- 
leſs upon ſom very urgent Occaſions, where a 
profeſſed Surgeon was not to be had. 

[There are a great many People in Loxdon 
and other parts oft Exg/and, who confidently 
ſell a Pouder and Tincture, which they call 
mince: But thoſe People who buy them of any 
one belides Mr. Brown Bookſeller without 
Temple-Bar, and Mr. Raddiſon in Rupert-ſtreet 
at the end of Piccadilly, if they tind their 
cxpeRations not anſwerd in the uſe of them, 
mult not blame me, but themſelves for being 
impoſed upon, by rcaſon I have 2 or 3 rimes 
before given notice that the true Medicins, 
whichI will own and ſtand by, are only tobe 
had of the foreſaid Mr. Brown and Mr. Rad. 
diſon.] 

While I was writing this, by chance I met 
with the following Paſſage in Juxcken, in his 
Mea. Preſenti ſeculo accommod. pag. 250. and 
he being a Man who all along accounts for the 
Cauſe of Diſeaſes from the Blood's abounding 
with too great a quantity of Acids, the thing 
ſeems to be the more ſtrange, and is the more 
ro be depended on. 

Sal in genere 4 rerum Conditore infinitis boui- 
tatibus dotatum eſt : Fermentationem juvat, ali- 
ments digerit, putredinem arcet, appetitum ex- 
citat, terram facundat ; hinc Maritimi :populs 
terram ſale impregnatam effodiunt, & agris in- 
ſpergunt, & omne hoc acidi ratione : Ubi @ con- 
irs Alkalia carnem mortificant, & putredi- 
nem 
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nem promovent ; & niſi horum ferociam elude- 
ret acidus ſalis ſpiritus, mox omnia corrum- 
perentur. 

Who could have deſired more than this from 
a Friend ? But coming from an Enemy, it car- 
ries the more weight and force along with it. 

And thus I ſhall conclude, leaving this Piecc 
to ſtand or fall as it deſerves. If Mankird re- 
ccives any advantage by it, I have my end. 
The Critics I am ſure will carp at it, being 
wrote in ſo homely a Stile ; but I have nor 


aimed to tickle mens Fancies, but to inform 


their Judgments, and undeceive them in a 
matter of the greateſt conſequence. 


The Gentleman who wrote me the follow- 
ing Letter, bur a month before rail'd ar my 
Doftrin of Acids the moſt that could be; rho 
I am ſure he did it on no other ſcore than be- 
cauſe he thought my Hypotheſis to be erro- 
NEOUS. 


Digniſhme, 

(7 Juſlitie Morumque normam peccarem, 

ſs virum cus Deo proximo vitam debeam, [j- 
lentio preterirem. Nuper enim cum e luce pent 
eveſiſſem, tu mihi propitius adſtetiſti, candide 
effulſeſti, Ts mens Apollo. Ut autem quanto labo- 
revipericulo, quam vix ac ne vix mortem effugi, 
Certus ſcies, & Morbi Naturam © Methodums 
Therapeneticam, ſeu Thanatephoram potiiis, pau- 
cis hic dicam. Hebdomaaa eſt, & ea qua excur- 


rit, 
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rit, qua lethali quodam frigore correptus Ventri- 
culus, officio fungi reſpuebat : Abhinc wires labe- 
fattare, animus delinquere, donec tandem Lipo- 
thymiam paſſus procubuit. Iterum vero revertente 
animo, dam cayſam meditor tanti mihi mali, 
ecce adventabat forte tunc Medicus, Doftus me- 
hercult, & mihi familiaris : Is uti ſanguinis 
Dyſcraſin ob Acidi plus nimio oriri cenſebat ;, Vo- 
latilia & Alkalia omnia ad motum, & calorem 
exſuſcitandum jubebat ; igitur Sp. Sal. Arm. Sal. 
C. C. Vol. Vinum uſtum, & ſimilia, notte dieque 
ingerebam : Veſicatoria inſuper perquam ampla, 
& Enemata corroborantia continuo applicantur 
ſruſtra tamen omnia,. nec enim motum excitabant, 
nee colorem; at Sudores immodici, & frigidi, ' 
Membrorum rigor, Cordis palpitatio, & Pulſu; 
ſubinde intermiſſio ſubitam intentabant mor tem. 
Animo mecum vero revolvente, que CF alias ex- 
pertiss ſum, & que ipſe nuperrime de Acidis ſcrij- 
tis mandaſti, Aqua fontane - parum acidulats 
libram unam, deinde alteram, exhauricbam ; 
cut hore parte minus quarts, © Membrdrum de- 
bitus Calor, & benigna nbique tranſpiratio, 
ſucceſſit : tunc arteriarum fortis micatio, alvi 
facilis exoneratio. Hoc temporis moneento, tam 
ſubita mutatio, me ad Confilium veſtrum peten- 
dum appulit ; ex quo in melins ceſſi, Vires con- 
tinuo recuperavi, vixi. His conſons omnind 
Baynardus quidam, M. D. Facultate ſus inter 
Notiſſimos, qui egritudinis ſab initio mihi etiam 
adfuit, ſuaſit ; at. Conſilium ejus neglexi, hes 
quantum neglexi Conſilium ! Hoc enim w oY 
Feſtari 
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teſlart non erubeſcerem me nempe Acidi ſolum be+ 
"neficio, ab ipſo mortis articulo eripi, Tantum 
non Fugulatis ermate Medicine ! Hic habes ſtu- 
dioſiſſime ſtatits noſtri relationem, que pro viribus 
licet imbecillis tamen animo quam forti, © nou in- 
grato conſcripta ; ab 


Amico tuo Fidel:, 


& Servo obedientiſſimo, 


ly Dec. 19. 1696. N. Tyrling. 
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HE Hypotheſis I have advant'd being 

pew, and contrary to the common receiv d 

Opinions of orher Piyſictans, « very few 
excepted, I am continua:'y peſtcr'd with Objetions 
of one kind or oth:r ; and therfore to [ave my 
ſelf the labor of mriting Pacquets of Letters 
every Poſt-day, I have thought fit to anſwer thoſe 
ObjefFions that are worth taking notice of in this 
public manner. The Gentleman whoſe Letter [ 
have anſwver'd here, ſeems to be a Man of wonder- 
ful Candor and Ingenuity; and were it bat for 
the ſatisf att ion of him only, T ſhould not think 
my time miſpent : but however, hoping to ao 
ſervice to the Public by it, I have ſuffered theſe 
Papers to came abroad as thy are: I confeſs 
they are not ſſficiently poliſh'd for public View ; 
and at the ſame time the pains I have bin at in 
compoſing them is too great to have them confined 
to the privat uſe of one perſon : and for the de- 
feiences, I ſhall iudeavor to ſupply them in ſome 
other Papers that will be got ready for the Preſs 
6&5 ſoon as peijavly Tin, 

H-: thit would paſs the Courſe of his Life 
without Envy, mnſt believe what ir 2rnevra ly be- 
liew'd, and ſpeak as others do; and wyoſort er 
takes upon him to do otherwiſe, let the Sneceſs of 
his Unaertaking be what it will, the'Reward he 
© lite ro mees with from the gencral:ty of Man: 

By # kind, 
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kind, is to be reproach d. The Inquiry after 
Truth is an Undertaking in which little Aſſilt- 
ance is to be hoped ; and there are ſo many Guards 
on all the ways that lead to it, that it's a very 
hard task to break thro. *['ts an antient Proverb, 
that, Non omnibus licet adire Corinthum, 
Whoever intends to overcome ſo many Difficulties, 
cannot bope to ſuccede, but by his Diligence, 
Eagerneſs, and Earneſtneſs: which Methods [ 
have purſu'd as much as the hurry of my Affairs 
would permit. 

When I conſider the great Number, and the 
Potency of my Adverſaries, I am ſomtimes unde 
the greateſt Diſcouragements imaginable ; ani 
wiſh I had either gon on in the common Roai, 
or that I had never appear'd in public, but have 
kept my Notions within my own Breaſt, and ſo 1 
might have jog*d on without moleſtation. But 
when I call to remembrance the Guilt which that 
Perſon lay under, who made no improvement of 
his one Talent, but hid it in a Napkin, it diſpel 
the former Conſiderations, and withal animats 
me to 20 on in the Work I have begun; whith 
tho it may create me many Enemies, Truth at its 
firſt appearance never wanting Oppoſers, yet the 
thoughts of having indeavor'd to ſerve my Gt 
weration to the utmoſt of my power, give mt 
that Peace and Satisfaittion of Mind, of which al 
the united Force of my Enemies is not able to dt- 
prive me. 

I zever yet pretended to make People Immor- 


tal, my Indeavors having all terminated in this, 
VIZ 
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viz. to be ſerviceable to my fellow Creatures i 
diſtreſs as much as I was able. The wiſe Man ſays, 
That no man has power in the day of Death, 
and that there is no diſcharge in that War: 
The Iſſues of Life and Death being only in the 
hands of the Almighty. But I am ſo unfortu- 
nat, that if I have a Patient that dies in three or 
four months, tho perhaps I ſcarce preſerib'd any 
thing for him, it is immediatly ſpread abroad 
with all the induſtry that Malice is capable of, 
that I have bin his Murderer ; by which Reports 
I have ſuſtain'd no ſmall damage : but however, 
in ſpite of all this, Thanks to Goa, 1 every day 
gain ground, and don't in the leaſt doubt, but in 
a very little time to get ont of the reach of my 
Enemies Malice. 

I muſt confeſs my deficiency in ſo many things 
with reſpett to the ornamental part of Learning, 
which is ſcarce to be obtain'd out of the Untver- 
fities, that I am altogether unfit to be a Cham- 
pion in ſo great a Cauſe ; but I have ſo much 
reaſon to be poſitive that the Hypotheſis I have 
advanced ts true, that from the Hints I have 
given I dare almoſt be confident, that even in 
my own time the Cuagels will be taken up, and the 
Hypotheſis maintain*d and aſſerted by one who u 
able to go thorow with it better than I can. In 
the manifeſtation of the greateſt Truths to the 
World, Men of mean parts are frequently made 
uſe of to be the firſt Broachers of them; but the 
further clearing of them us left to thoſe of the moſt 
ſubtil and refined parts. And were my Fhpotheſis 
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but rightly handled, 1 don't doubt but it would 
prove the mojt Glorious of the kind that ever ap- 
peared upon the Stage of the World, However, 
till the thing « undertaken by ſome better hand, 
1 ſhall not be wanting to proſecute it as far asI 
am able. 

I beg one thing of ſuch as ſhall give themſclue 
the trouble of reading theſe Papers, mhich is, 
that they would not paſs a raſh Judzment upon 
me, but examin well what I have offer'd both 
in this and my former Trafts, layins aſide Par- 
tiality and Prejudice ; and if they find I have 
pot maae things ſufficiently clear, if they inform 
me of it, and lay their Doubts before me, I will 
ſpare no Pains 10 make things yet more plain. 


Villers-ſtrect in T:rh B iildings, 
Oct, e. 1557. 
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Dr. Tathills LETTER to 
: Dr. Colbatch. 


Dorcheſter in Com. Dorſ. 
AUS. 9. 97» 


S IT R, 


© T Haveperuſed your ingenious Treatiſe of 
* | the Goxt; in which you ſeem to accuſe 
Alkalies as the Original of all Diſtem- 
* pers. Before I ſubſcribe to this Opinion, T 
* delire to be ſatisfied in a few Points. The 
*grand Argument on which you build your 
* Hypotheſis, is taken from the green Color 
* of the Serum which ariſes from its mixture 
* with Syrup of Violets. It muſt be confeſt, 
* that Alkalics uſually give it this TinQure, 
© and there may be {omrhiog of an Alkaly, or . 
Fat leaſt analogous to 1t, 'in the Serum : But 
©notwithſlanding this, the many Infercnces 
* which you are pleaſed to draw from this 
© Phenomenos, 11 my Opinion will hardly 
© hold good. For, 1. If this Alkalizated S-- 
* rum 1s the Original of Diſtempers, then it 
© muſt follow that wherſoever we {ind this 
© Serum, there mult be likewile a Diftemper : 
© Now I appeal to your felt it the Blood of a 
* healthy Perſon w:ll not give Syrup of Violets 
© agreen TinQture, dos not chen the Argument 
Dd 4 * labor? 
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© labor ? may we not impute this Phenomenon 
© ro ariſe rather from a due mixture of the 
© Principles, than from any vitiated Habit of 
© Blood ? But, ſecondly, there is another way of 
© diſcovering an Alkaly beſides that of its Ap- 
© pearance,and that is by itseffeQs, to wit,its fer- 
© mentation with Spirit of Vitriol, Now I aver 
© this green Serum, will not ferment with the a- 
© foreſaid Spirit : Wherfore if it be an Alkaly, 
© it is an Alkaly of a more particular nature. 
©It muſt be granted that we ofcertimes hnd 
© in the Blood ſome Particles of a'very warm 
* nature predominant, in which caſes 1 have 
© found Acids to be of great uſe :. but wherher 
© they are of an Alkalin nature or nur, I leave 
© the Learned to determin. It they are Alka- 
© lies, then either fixr or Volatil ; it fixt, how 
* comes It to p3ſs, that on the diſſolution of the 
© Texture of the Blood, they claim the higheſt 
© place, and nothing will ſerve their turn, but 
© they mult needs ſwim in the Serum? If vo- 
© latil, how is it that we many times find this 
* warm Serum to be little better'than infipid ? 
* Volacil Salts you know are aculeated, and 
© affe& the Palar (ſtrongly. May they not ra- 
© ther be of a ſulphureous nature, ſince ir is the 
© nature of {1ch1 Subſtances ro fit uppermoſt 
© on the diſſolution. of Bodies ? Bur thirdly, 
* if Alkaliesare the Original of all Diſtempers, 
* whence is i: thatin Droplies, Cararrhs, ſome 
© Gouts, and: other” Diſtempers, we fknd the 
© Texture of the Blood ſo thin? ?Tis obſer- 
$5 ; * vable 
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© yvable that thoſe Particles you term Alkalies, 
© the more the Blood is ſarurated with them, 
© of the more thick conliſtence it is, as we ſee 
U;n Pleurifies, Rheumatiſms, and other 1n- 
* flammatory Caſes (in which Diſtempers, if 
'in any, theſe Alkalies abound) is not then 
*irs Tenuity rather to be imputed ro Acis ? 
©Do not Acids immediatly pur the Blood in a 
© Fuſion, and render it thin ? Beſides, if Alka- 
*lies did always offend and cauſe Pain, it muſt 
* follow that Acids muſt give eaſe : But I af- 
*ſure you I have often experienced the con- 
* trary ; for upon the exhibition of Rheniſh, 
* White-wine, and other Acids, I have found 
* the Pains immediatly exaſperated, and many 
times it has bin a long while e*re they went 
off. Again, if the Gout proceed from an 
* Alkaly, what is the reaſon you uſe ſo much 
©S.(latras in its Cure? Is Saſſafras an Acid, 
* and ſo proper to ſubdue this Alkaly ? I have 
© only a word or two to ſpeak concerning the 
* orcen Color of Sirup of Violets, and fo I 
© have done. I believe ir may be turned green 
© without an Alkaly : On the exhibition of it 
*ro Infants it comes away green very often, 
* and brings away a great deal of green Matter 
* by ſtool; and yer I believe they do not a- 
* bound with Alkalies. You may read in a 
late Author of undoubted Credit, that upon 
© an Intant's ſwallowing a Doſe of Teſtaceous 
© Pouder, an extraordinary Ferment was raiſed 
*1a the Stomach of the Child: Now how 
*could 
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© could this Fermeat be raiſed. if it had not an 
* Acid to work upon ? Belides, dos not Ex- 
© perience ſhew that nothing is ſo proper in In- 
* fants Diſtempers as Alkalies? I have ſome 
* more things to offer ; but I deſire you would 
© ſatisfy me as to thele, I ſhould be glad to 
© cloſe with your Opinion, and imbrace any 
© thing that is new; for I believe Medicin, 
© tho it has met with great Improvements of 
© late, to be capable of far greater, Ill pive 
© you no further trouble, only after Thanks to 
© you for your indefatigable Labor in ſearch- 
10g out the Truth of things, \ubſcribe my 
*{clt 


Your Humble Servant, 


F. Tthill, 


(411 ) 


The DoQtrin of ACIDS. in 
the Cure of Distasss fur- 


ther aſſerted, -&c. 


Worthy Ser, 


Have read your Letter with all the Plea- 

ſure and SatisfaQtion imaginable, the Ob- 

jeQtions you have railed againſt my Hy- 

porhelis being the moſt ſolid and ſfubſtan- 
tial Icver yet met with : And you may aſſure 
your ſelf that I have ſo great a Value and E- 
ſficem for Truth, that I would not dare ro con» 
tend for any thing which is the Produ@ of my 
ſhallow Underſtanding, that in the leaft 
{tands in oppoſition to it. But as T would not 
by any means in the world oppoſe Truth, fo at 
the ſame time I would not be gui'ty of ſomuch 
Cowardice, as to quit its Intereſt, hecauſe I 
meet witha multitude of Oppoſers. Tho your 
Objeftions carry the faireſt ſhew along with 
them of any thing I have met with of this 
kind ; yet I don't at all doubt, but very eaſily 
to clear my ſelf from them, which 1 ſhall in- 
deavor todo with as much Candor and Friend- 
ſhip as you propole them. 


Letter, 


412 The Doftrin of Acids 


Letter. *T have peruſed your ingenious 
© Treatiſe of the Gout, in which you ſeem to 
© accuſe Alkalies as the Original of all Diſtem- 
© pers : Betore I ſubſcribe to this Opinion, I 
© defire to be ſatisfied ia a few Points. The 
*Grand Argument on which you build your 
* Hypotheſis, is taken from the green Color 
© of the Serum, which ariſes from its mixture 
* with Syrup of Violets. It muſt be confeſt, 
© that Alkalics uſually give it this TinQure, 
© and there may be ſomthing of an Alkaly, or 
© at leaſt analogous to it, in the Serum : But 
* notwithſtanding this, the many Inferences 
*which you are pleaſed to draw from this 
© Phenomenon, in my opinion will hardly hold 
* good, | 


Anſwer. As for my accuſing Alkalies as the 
Cauſe of all or moſt Diſtempers, I muſt con- 
feſs it was a very bold Undertaking, eſpecial- 
ly when by ſo doing I oppoled ſuch Mulritudes 
of Great and Learned Men, who br very ſtre- 
nuous and learned Arguments aſſerted the 
quite contrary ; whom | could not ſuppoſe but 
that I ſhould greatly diſpleaſe, by diſturbing 
them in the quict poſſeſſion of an Opinion 
that had long bin imbraced by all ſorts of peo- 
ple. I my felt, as I elſwhere acknowlege, 
was formerly as great a Stickler for the uſe ot 
Alkalies in the cure of Diſeaſes, and did as 
little believe chat they were the Cauſes of 
them, 
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them, as any one of my hotteſt Oppoſers now 
dos. The Methods by which I came to 
change my Sentiments I ſhall here faithfully 
relate to you. 

While I was fairly jogging on in the ordi- 
nary Method of PraQtice, [a certain Gentleman 
recommended to me a powerful Acid, which 
he told me I-might rely upon in the Cure of 
ſome ſorts.of F-vers. When I conſider'd the 
thing as an: exalted Acid, I could ſcarce give 
the leaſt credit to what he ſaid, tho at the ſame 
time I knew he had no deſign to impoſe upon 
me. However conſidering the fatal Succeſs 
that frequently attended the Uſe of Alkalies 
and Alexipharmics, (which however art that - 
time I durſt not attribute tothe Medicins, but 
to the Malignity of the Diſtempers) I was re- 
ſolv'd, upon the firſt poor Patient I had in a 
Fever, to try what the forementioned Acid 
would do: and afrer a Multitude of Trials, 
both upon Poor and Rich, I found I could by 
the means of my Acid cure moſt ſorts of Fe- 
vers much more effeQtually and certainly than 
ever I before could by the means of Alkalies 
and Alexipharmics. The EffeQts of this Me- 
dicin (which 1s a very cheap one, and known 
to every body) back*'d with ſome other Ob- 
ſervations, put me upon thinking that Fe- 
vers and other Diſtempers did not procede 
from the Blood's abounding with Acid Par- 
ticles, but on the contrary with Alkalious 
ones; for if it had abounded with _ 
the 
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the giving of more Acids muſt have aggra- 
vated the Symtoms; wheras on the con- 
trary, I found by the means of my ſimple 


Acid (which however was communicate] to' 


me as the greateſt Secret) I could rake of 
the moſt dreadful Symroms at:cnding moſt 
Fevers, with all the eaſe imaginable. Upon 
which, being greatly in love with Chymi- 
ſtry and Chymical Operations, and having a 
"convenient Labor:t5ry, and all Neceſſaries 
at hand, I was reſfolv'd to examin the Blood 
of Perions in all Diſtempers as faſt as I 
could conveniently procure ir, to ſee what 
. Subſtances abounded ; and after a mulcitude 
of Experiments in moſt caſes, I could never 
find any realon to charge Acids in any one. 
And that I may not be deteQtive in my Dury 
to ſo friendly and ingenuous an Obje&or, I 
ſhall here trouble you with ſome of my firſt 
Experiments. 


Experiment I. 


Uly the 15th, I committed to Diſtillation 
the Blood of a corpulent Lady of a ſan- 
guin Complexion, who eats and drinks high- 
ly, and who had formerly for fome years to- 
gether an inveterat Leproſy, which I cured 
by Cinnabarin Mcdicins, &c. But at that 
time ſhe had a ſevere Fit of a Rheumatriſm, 
occaliond by taking cold. This Blood and Scs 
rum; 
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rum, as it-came out of the Veins, weighed 
two Ounces, one Dram: I cbtain'd from it 
g Drams of a clear Pnlegmy Liquor a little 
impregnared with Volartil Alkalicus Salr, 
\ which tho ſcarce manifeſt to the Taſte, yer 
might readily be diſcerned by pouring a little 
of it upon ſume good Syrup of Violets, which 
| it preſently would turn green. Beſides which 
| Phlegmy ny rk I obtain'd 5 Drams ten 
| Grains of a ſtrong Volatil Alkalious Spirit, as 
ſtrong as the Spirit of Harts-horn uſually ſold 
in the Shops; 65 Grains of fetid Oil ; and in 
the bottom of the Retort there remain'd 70 
Grains of a light Caput Mortuum. 


Experiment 1I. 


FT U!y the 30th, I committed to diſtiſfation.7 
Ounces 3 Drams of the Blood of a Woman 
who had for about three weeks labortd under 
great NbſtruCtions of her Nerves; ſhe had a 
Laſſicude and Faintneſs upon her, and jn this 
time from Fatneſs ſhe became very lean, and 
ſo weak as not to be able to go about the 
Houſe : ſhe likewiſe complained of a wonder- 
ful Coldneſs and Numbnels in her Head, and 
was ſo deat as not to hear any thing unleſs 
People ſpake very loud to her. She had al- 
ways before this Illneſs bin uſed to et and 
drink well, and was of a Conſtitution ſom- 
what Phlegmatic, This 7 Ounces 3 Drams of 
Blood, 
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Blood, Serum, and all together, ſuch as it 
came out of the Veins without ſtanding to 
putrefy,aftorded 4 Ounces 5 Drams of Phlegm, 
and in the Neck of the Receiver that caught 
the Phlegm a few Grains of Volatil Salt in a 
dry form, with which the Phlegm was fo im- 
pregnated thar it would readily turn Syrup of 
Violets green: one Ounce 5 Drams and 15 
Grains of a ſtrong Volatil Alkalin Spirit, two 
Drams (ix Grains of ferid Oil, and in the bot. 
tom of .che Retort there remain'd-two Drams 
two Scruples of a very light Caput Mortuum. 


Experiment III. 


 N Veguſt the firſt I committed to Diſtill;- 

tion two Ounces and a half of the Blood 
ot a Perſon ina deep Conſumtion, who had 
a conſtant HeQtic, and coughed much, bring- 
ing up by Coughing a great quantity of puru- 
lent Matter : He was worn away to a mere 
Skeleton, his Appetite. quite gon, and was (0 
ſhort-breath'd that he was not able to walk at 
all, He ſweat much for the firſt part of the 
Night, and when the. Sweats lefr him he 
burnt prodigiouſly. It produced one. Ounce 
6 Drams of Phlegm, 3-Drams and a half ofa 
ſtrong Alkalin Spirit, 35 Grains of - ferid Oil, 
and 62 Grains of Caput Mortunm as light as a 
Feather. 


E-xperiniedf 
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Experiment IV. 


| \ Uguſt the 4th T committed to Diſtillation 

the Blood of a Gentleman who had ſcro- 
phulous, cancerous Tumots in two parts cf 
his Body, which at ſome times would be ul- 
cerated, and at other times after the uſe of a 
certain Remedy, the Ulcers would be healed, 
but the Tumors remain. This Blood weigh'd 
3 Ounces fix Dramsand a Scruple : It produc'd 
2 Ounces one Dram of infipid Phlegm, 7 
Drams and a half of Volatil Alkalious Spirit ; 
of fetid Oll 4o Grains, and of Caput Mortiurs 
one Dram 18 Grains, 


Experiment V: 


T the fame timeI committed to Diſtil- 
lation the Blood of a Gentlewoman 

who had for many years bin afflicted with the 
Stone in the Kidnys, and at that time labored 
under the moſt terrible Fit of the Gout that 
ever I ſaw : It weigh'd 2 Ounces 7 Drams, 2 
Sctuples and 7 Grains. It afforded 2 Drams 
of a moſt volatil Alkalious Spirit before the 
Phlegm ; one Ounce 4 Drams o: Phiegm, 
and {ix Drams twelve Graios of Volatil Al- 
kalious Spiric of the common fort ; ' 2 Drams 


| bf fetid il; and oa2 Dram and half of Capr:; 
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Mortuum. The Volatil Alkalious Spirit that 
came over before the Phlegm in this Experi- 
ment, was what I never ſaw before or ſince ; 
but her Fit of the Gout was alſo the moſt ex- 
traordinary that ever I met with, there being 
fcarce a Joint of any of the extreme Parts that 
was not at one and the ſame time affeed. 


Experiment VI. 


/ AN Veuſt the tenth I committed to diſtilla- 
tion four Ounces two Drams of the Blood 
of a young man of a ſanguin Complexion, and 
in a ſtate of Health : It afforded two Ounces 
ſix Drams of Phlegm that was perfeQly inſipid, 
and fo deſtitute of Volatil Alkaly, that an 
Ounce of. it would but juſt diſcolor a very 
fmall quantity of Syrup of Violets. Ir at- 
forded alſo five Drams of an Alkalious Spirit, 
three Drams of heavy Oil, . and two Drams four 
Grains cf Caput Mortuum ; which being broke 
into ſmall Acoms, each Atom appear'd in my 
Microſcope to be ſo many little Bodies of Fire. 
This Phenomenon very rarely appears, but 
when it dos ſo, it is for the moſt part in the 
Caput Mortuum of the Blood of people in a 
ſtate of Health. | 


Experiment 
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Experiment VII. 


HE ſame day I committed to diſtilla- 

tion the Blood of a Gentlewoman who 
for many years had a ſhort convulſive Cough, 
and was always ſubject co an Obſtruftion of 
her Menſes; ſhe was then big with Child, 
and beſides her Cough, complained of a Sick- 
neſs in her Stomach, and a loſs of Appetite, 
with a lurking Fever, and an Inflammation in 
her Face. Ir weigh'd 7 Ounces fix Drams 
and afforded 4 Ounces 4 Drams and a half of 
Phlegm, impregnated with a highly Vola- 


til Alkalious Gas, that would readily rurn 


Syrup of Violets green, and in quantiry effer- 
veſce with Spirit of Niter, Sea-Salt, Vitriol, &c: 
Ir afforded alſo one Ounce 4 Drams of highly 
exalted Alkalious Spirit, one drop of which 
would turn a conſiderable quantity of a ſtrong 
Solution of Syrup of Violers as green as Graſs ; 
about 10 Grains of light Oil that ſwam upon 
the Spirit, and 3 Drams of a heavy ferid Oil 
that ſunk to the bottom of it ; and 2 Drams 4 


| Scruples of. Coput Mortuum. 


Kez Experiment 
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Experiment VIII. 


Vouſt the 11th I committed to diftilla- 
tion 3 Ounces 2 Drams of the Blood 


of a Man of a black ſwarthy Complexion, 
and of a highly ſcorbutical habit of Body. It 


afforded one Ounce 3 Drams and 10 Grains of 


Phlegm, with a little volatil Alkalious Ge 
mixt with it; one Ounce 15 Grains of a high- 
ly ſtrong Alkalious Spirit ; 2 Drams of fetid 
Oil, which all ſunk to the bottom; and 2 
Drams of Caput Mortuum. 


Experiment IX. 


"A Uguſt the 12th I committed to diſtilla- 
A tion the Blood of a Maid of a pale Com- 
plexion, who had what we call the Greer ſick- 
neſs : It weigh'd 3 Ounces 6 Drams, and af- 
forded one Ounce 7 Drams of Phlegm, un- 
mixt with Gs; one Ounce 2 Drams and a 
half of a ſtrong Alkalious Spirit ; one Dram 
two Scruples and a half of fetid Oil, which 
all ſunk to the bottom ; and one Dram and a 
half of Caput Mortunm. 


E xperiment 
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Experiment XR. 


Committed to diſtillation three Ounces 2 

Drams of the Blood of a worthy Gentle- 
man, who was very Hypocondriacal, having 
had a great Pain in his Back and Hips for ma- 
ny years; once a month he had violent di- 
ſending Pains in his left Side, and at that time 
was much troubled with Wind. It afforded 
of an infipid Phlegm one Ounce 6 Drams ; 
of a highly impregnated Alkalious Spirit one 


+ Ounce two Drams and a half; of fetid Oil, 


which all ſunk to the bottom, one Dram 17 
Grains ; of volatil Alkalious Salt, which ſtuck 


' in the Neck of the Retort in a dry form, 


17 Grains ; and of Capurt Mortuum qne Dram 
5 Grains. 
Experiment Xl. 


bs 


Eptember the 9th I committed to Diſtilla- 
tion 3 Ounces of the Blood of an Hono- 
rable Lady, who had for two years a ſcrophu- 


| lous Tumor in one of her Breaſts, was of a 


very ſcorbutic habit of body, and ſubject to 
wandring Pains and nervous Obſtrugions, Ir 
aTorded one Ounce 6 Drams ot Phlegm, 6 


* Drams of ſtrong Alkalious Spirit, one Dram 7 


Grains of fetid Oil, and one Dram ten Grains 
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T could add a multitude of Experiments of 
this kind, but they belonging to another 
Piece, I have thought fit ro trouble you with 
no more; and in relation ro thele few, I think 
it neceſſary to premiſe a few things, that I may 
make things as clear as may be. 

To avoid the grand ObjeQtion, that by ex- 
poling things to violent Fires there are new 
Subſtances produced, that were not exiſtent in 
the Concrete before, (which ObjeQtion I ſhall 
take occaſion ro make appear to be a very tri- 
fling one) I took the following Method, as 
the only one by which I could moſt clearly ſa- 
tisfy my ſelf, being the moſt plain and eaſy one 
1magivable. 

Firſt I put the Blood as it came out of the 
Veins, Serum and all together, into a glaſs 
Retort with a very wide Mouth, to which [ 
had a Receiver made as fit as poſſibly I could, 
I afterwards put my Retort into a ſand Fur- 
nace, under which I made a very gentle Fire, 
which I increaſed by degrees, till the Drops be- 
gan to fall at about a Second's diſtance one 
from another; in which ſtate I continued it, 
tillthe Phlegm was all come over ; and unleſs 
in one or two very extraordinary caſes, I al- 
 waysfound the Phlegm comeoverfirft : which 
perhaps to ſome may :ppcu « Paradox, that 
what we commonly call Yolatil Spirit and Salt 
ſhould not riſe before the PYegm ; but _ 
trial, I am ſure whoever wiil -:ve themſelves 
ſo much trouble, will fiad it true. won r 
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had dropt ſo long that one Drop upon two 
Drams of a ſtrong Solution of Syrup of Vio- 
lers would turn it green, I chang'd my Recei- 
ver, and continued my Fire till nothing more 
would come over; and this laſt I call Spirir, 
having always a proportion more or leſs of a 
fetid Oil mixt with it. Now what we call 
Spirit of this kind, is only a proportion of vo- 
latil Alkalious Salt mixt with ſo much Phlegm 
as will well diſſolve it : Therfore I confeſs the 
moſt nice way of making theſe Experiments, 
is to {eparat the volatil Alkalious Salc by it ſelf, 
without any mixture of Phlegm ; bur every 
Experiment requiring a freſh Veſſel, and the 
Vellels themſelves being very chargeable, it 
would be almoſt impoſſible for any privat man 
to make a ſufficient number of Experiments 
without the aſſiſtance of the Public; which 
occaſioned me in the Preface to my Trad of the 
Gouz, to propoſe a Public Stock to carry on 
this Work, to bring things to an abſolute cer- 
tainty, if poſſible. 

However, tho theſe Experiments are not 
the moſt accurat that might be made, yet they 
are plain and eaſy, and capable of being made 
by thoſe who want the common Apparatas for 
a Laboratory. An Iron Pot ſet upin the corner 
of a Chimny, with a few Retorts and Re- 
ceivers, are all that are neceſſary for the mak» 
ing of theſe Experiments; wheras for the 0- 
ther ſort there are required long bolt-Heads, 
Ee 4 each 
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each of which will ſerve bur for one Experi- 
ment, 'with nice Furnaces, and ſo much o- 
ther charge and trouble, that few privat Men 
are either capable or willing to beat, to make 
ſuch a number of Experiments that are requi- 
ſit, But by the way I have ſet down, a 'man 
may make a vaſt number of Experiments for a 
ſmall charge ; it is but going by one Rule in 
the making of them: and I don*t ſee, but a 
man may aQ with as much certainty as in the 
other, only I muſt confeſs it is more liable to 
the Objetions of Cavillers ; but for theſe I 
have no value, it being only for ſuch candid 


ingenuous Perſons as your felf, for whom I am ' 


willing to take pains. 

Let a man but nicely obſerve to change the 
Receiver, when one Drop will turn the Syrup 
of Violets green, and that Blood that affords 
the greateſt quantity of ſuch Spirit afterwards 
that abounds with ſuch Particles, may reaſon- 
ably be ſuppoſed, nay I think dos certainly 
<ppear to abound moſt with Volaril Alkaly, or 
at leaſt what by all Mankind is taken to be 
{uch, it anſwering all the Phenomena that 
Spirit of Harts-horn and Salt Armoniac will 
do; afteQing the Palat in the fame manner, 
and making an Efterveſcence with all forts of 
Acid Spirits, fuch as Spirit and Oil of Virol, 
Sulphar, Sea-Salt, Nitre, Vinezar, &c. Now 
if tuch a Subſtance as this be'not to be call'd an 
Alkaly, I ſhould be glad to be inform'd what 
| | is; 
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is ; but it is what at preſent I call ſo for wane 
of a better Name: and that Blood that by 
this ſimple eaſy way of Diſtillation affords the * 
oreateſt quantity of Spirit of equal Strength, 
I cannot forbear to charge as abounding with a 
greater quantity of Alkaly than that which 
affords leſs. And in examining the foregoin 
Experiments, it plainly appears that the BI 
of People laboring under the Diſtempers there 
mention'd, affords a much greater quantity 
than that of the healthy Perſon; that of the 
perſon in a Conſumption affording the leaſt of 
any of thoſe in a morbid ſtate, for which a 
very good reaſon may be given: the great 
quantity of luxuriant Alkaly being thrown 
upon the Lungs, which cauſes the Ulceration 
there, and the diſcharge of ſuch a quantity of 
Pus or Matter afterwards as emaciated the 
Body even to a Skeleton. 

As for the Fire's producing new Subſtances, 
which were not exiſtent in Bodies before, or 
which is more pertinent to the point in hand, 
making Acids Alkalies or Alkalies Acids, or 
producing Alkalies or Acids from Bodies in 
which they did not exiſt before, I think there 
is not the leaſt weight in it: I am ſure it is 
contrary to my Experience, and I believe to 
the Experience of all inquiſitive Chymiſts 
that have ever gon before me; tho I confeſs 
there have bin ſome ſuperficial ones that have 
dream*d ſuch things; but to the beſt of my 
apprehenſicn, without the leaſt reaſon for fo 

doing. 
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doing. T never could find, manage Vz#riol in 
what manner, or with what degree of Fire you 
pleaſe, but it will always produce an Acid 


Spirit ; do the ſame by Farts-horn, Blood, &c. 


and it will always produce an Alkalious one, 
or at leaſt what we call ſo: for if people will 
cavil about Words, we ſhall never have anend 
of Controverſies; and indeed moſt of the 
Controverſies we have had in the World 
have bin more about Words than Things; 
Men have contended more earneſtly for the 
Shadow than the Subſtance. But my preſent 
Controverfy with my Worthy Brethren is not 
ſuch ; our difference is whether Diſcaſes pro- 
cede from the Blood?*s abounding wich Alkali- 
ous or Acid Subſtances, things -which differ 
much more than in Name, their Natures be- 
ing direly oppolit ro one another. _ I confeſs 
ſome have complain'd both of me and others 
who have written concerning Alkely and Acid, 
that we have not ſufficiently explain'd what 
we mean by thoſe Names: This I rake to be 
a diſpute about Words only, ſince thereare few 
at this day, who uponthe firſt view of any of 
thoſe things of either Tribe, eſpecially of the 
manifeſt ones, cannot readily give their Judg- 
ments to which they belong ; and this even 
among thoſe who are not Phyſicians : and 
therfore tho we may not be able perhaps to 

ive an exat Definition of the Words, yet 
ince by theſe Words all people know we mean 
ſuch and ſuch Subſtances whoſe Natures are 
direaly 
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diretly contrary, that ought to breed no 
difference. And for my part, I know no ©- 
ther uſe of Words, than by means of them to 
impart my Mind to others ; if that Inten- 
tion be once anſwered, I care for no more, bur 
. ſhallleave the Philologifts to ſquabble as long as 
they pleaſe. Bur as for the producing either 
Alkalies or Acids by the means of Fire out of 
thoſe Bodies in which they did nor exilt before, 
or the changing of an Acid into an Alkaly, or 
producing either out of the other chat was 
ſimply one of them before; if any one will 
ſhew me ſiich an Experiment, or demonſtrat 
ſuch a thing withour fallacy, I ſhall own my 
ſelf his humble Servant. 

As for the Interences I draw from the Serum 
of the Blood turning a Solution of Syrup of 
Violets from a blue Color to that of Greennels, 
being what all manifeſt Alkalies will do, all 
manifeſt Acids changing the ſame blue Color 
into Redneſs; I ſee no reaſon to recede from 
what I have ſaid concerning it : For if it be 
true that all manifeſt Acids do change a Solu- 
tion of Syrup of Violets from a blue Color 
to that of Redneſs, and all manifeſt Alkalies 
change the ſaid blue Color into a green one; 
if the Serum of the Blood dos fo change the 
Color, a man may, to the beſt of my appre- 
henſion, without preſumption conclude, that 
that Serum which changes a Solution of Syrup 
of Violets from blue to green, abounds with 
Alkalious Particles: And I am {ure if it a- 
bounded 
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bounded with Acids, it would not fail of 
changing the blue Color of the ſaid Solution 
intoa red one. Which is what any man may 
eaſily try ; let but a ſufficient quantity of an 
Acid Spirit be mix'd with the Serum of a ſic 
man's Blood, that will before in a ſmall quan- 
tity turn a very large quantity of Solution of 
Syrupof Violets from blue to Greenneſs ; if 
the Acid be ſo much as will overpower the 
Alkaly in the Serum, inſtead of turning a 
Solution of Syrup of Violets green, it will 
FIRE upon the mixing of it become 
red. 

But that you may ſee I am not the only Per. 
ſon who has made uſe of this Experiment to 
diſtinguiſh between Alkalies and Acids, I ſhall 
produce an Authority or two for my fo doing, 
Dr. Fran. Andre of Caen, in his Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Acid and Alkaly, pag. the 65:h, Eng- 
liſþ Tranſlation, tells us, That the principal 
Cauſe of permanent Colors comes only from 
the diflerent nature and different mixture of 
Acid Salts with Alkaly Salts, which we may 
obſerve by divers Experiments. 


Experiment TI. 


All Acids deſtroy blue Colors, and all Alkalics 


make them reappear. 


Expe- 
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* Experiment II. 


Syrup of Violets, which is « Compoſition of 
Acid and Alkaly, becomes the faireft preen is 
the World, when mingled with ſome Alkaly, as 
with Oil of Tartar made per deliquium, and 
reddiſh when ſome Acid i mingled therwith. 

Swatve in his Trat of Alkali and Acidum, 
pag. 141. has it much to the ſame purpoſe : 
Syrupum Violarum pre oculis habeto, quia ſuſ- 
peftam habes Solutionem plumbeam per Acetum 
in Saccharum redattam. Syrupus ille ab Acido 
quovis rufeſcit, ab Alkali wireſcit ; hinc inſer- 
vit aptiſſime dignotioni. utriuſque. Quodvis Aci- 
dum eum ſiſtit rubrum, ſicut quodvis Alkali viri- 
dem, fixa & volatilia uniuſmodi ſunt, &c. 

But my Hypotheſis dos not altogether hang 
upon ſo ſlender a Thred as the change of Color, 
tho that be a better Foundation than a great 
many Hypotheſes are built upon. You may 
very well remember that I brought this Ex- 
periment upon the Stage only to ſatisfy Gentle- 
men who have not the conveniency of making 
more elaborat ones: And all Mankind having 
imbibed the Notion, that if any thing ail'd 
them, they immediatly concluded it proced- 
ed from an Acidity of their Blood, I ther- 
fore thought it my Duty to convince them of 
the contrary in the moſt familiar manner I 
could; but I never expected that Phyſicians 
ſhould take up with ir, I referring them to a 

more 
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more certain Method, wiz. to analize the 
Blood of their ſick Patients, and to compare 
the Subſtances produced from it, with the Sub- 
ſtances produced from the Blood of People in 
a ſtate of Health : And if once they will but 
take that Method, I am morally certain that 
the number of my Enemies will every day 
decreaſe. Bur let People continue to ſay 
what they will of me, I ſhall indeavor to (a- 
tisfy my ſelf, and to aQ for my Patients with 
as clear a Conſcience as poſlible: And if 
after all I am reproached by my Brethren, I 
muſt bear it as well as I can. It never will be 
in any Phyſician's power to make people im- 
mortal ; but at the ſame time I am abſolutely 
certain that peoples Lives are frequently pro- 
longed by the uſe of. proper Remedies ; and I 
doubt not but they are alſo ſhortned by the 
uſe of improper ones: And if we are mif- 
taken as to the Cauſe of Diſeaſes, I don't ſee 
how we can readily find out proper Medicins, 


Letter. © For firſt if this Alkalizated Serum 
< is the Original of all Diſtempers, then it muſt 
£ follow that wherlſoever we find this Serum, 
© there muſt be likewiſe a Diſtemper : now -I 
© appeal ro your ſelf if the Blood of a healthy 
© Perſon will not give Syrup of Violets a green 
© TinQure ; dos not then the Argument labor ? 
© may we not then impute this Phenomenos to 
* ariſe rather from a due mixture of the Prin- 
© ciples than from any vitiated Habit of Blood? 
Anſ*s were 
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Anſwer. I confeſs this is cloſe arguing, and 
much to the purpoſe: yet you may remember 
I no where ſay that the Serum of hgalthy Per- 
ſons Blood will not turn a Solution of Syrup of 
Violets from a blue Color to that of Greenneſs; 
but on the other hand, I have aſſerted that the 
Blood of thoſe laboring under any Diſtemper I 
have met with will do it, in order to prove 
that the ſaid Diftempers did not procede from 
Acids; becauſe if it hadabounded with Acids, 
inſtead of turning 'it from blue to green, it 
would, as before obſerved, have turned it from 
blue to red. Well, but till the Serum of the 
Blood of a Perſon in health will cauſe the ſame 
change in the Solution of Syrup of Violets as 
that of a ſick one ; and thertore to rid my ſelf 
of that Difficulty is the great thing Ihave now 
to do. | 

Firſt, T all along throout my Tra& of the 
Gout, the Piece you refer to, and elſwhere, 
indeavor to prove that the Blood of Perſons in 
a morbid ſtate abounds more with Alkalious 
Particles than that of healthy Perſons, bur no 
where ſay that the Blood of healchy Perſons 
has no Alkaly in it. And that the Blood of 
ſick Perſons in all or moſt Diſtempers abounds 
with ſuch Particles more than that of ſuch as 
are in a ſtate of Health, is to be demonſtrated 
ſeveral ways : Firſt, if you take an equal Pro- 
pon of the Serum of the Blood of a healthy 

erſon, and of that of a Perſon ia a _ 
EUTls 
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Pleuriſy, &c. and pour them into the ſame 
Quantities of Solution of Syrup of Violets 
of equal ſtrength, you will find that wherin 
the Serumof the iick Perſon's Blood was pour'd, 
to be much greener than the other. Secondly, 
If you take two Ounces of the Blood of a 
healthy Perſon as it comes out of the Veins, 
Serum and all together, and two Ounces of 
the Blood of a Perſon in a Fever, Pleuriſy, a 
Fit of the Gout, &c. and commit them to 
diſtillation in the ſame degree of Heat, you 
will find the Blood of the ſick Perſon ſhall pro- 
duce a much greater quantity of Alkaly than 
that of the Perſonin health. 

Secondly, What ſhall I do with the Alkaly 
found in the Blood of healthy Perſons ? Be- 
cauſe every body has ſome Alkaly in their 
Blood, muſt every body therfore labor under 
ſome Diſtemper? Why truly I can't fay I 
ever met with a Perſon, who upon ſtrift In- 
quiry had not ſome Complaint or other ty 
make. Mankind ſince the Fall is ſubje& to 
Death every moment ;._ there being a Principk 
of Death; in oppoſition to that of Life, im- 
planted in our Natures ; and not only in ours, 
but in the-Natures of every thing elſe fot our 
ſakes: And God ſaid to Adam (upon his Fall) 
Curſed be the Ground for thy ſake, Sc. I con- 
feſs many in our Age will laugh, and ridicule 
me for having recourſe to Sacred Writ, efpe- 
cially to the Writings of Moſes, whict tliey 


look upon as Romance: but let 'etn lavgfti bh; 
z! 
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if there were not a Principle of Death withia 
us, how is it poſſible fora Man one hour to be 
in a good ſtate of Health, and the very next 
to be expiring ? How this may be, I ſhall in- 
deavor to demonſtrat as clearly as poſſibly I 
Can, 

All the Alkaly that is to be fonnd in the 
Blood is moſt certainly an Excrement, and in 
a way of being carried off by ſome of the E- 
munCtories; and if any of theſe chance to be 
ſtopt, that this excrementitious Alkaly has noc 
room to paſs out, there isa Diſtemper of ſome 
kind or -other cauſed, the Blood being over- ' 
charg'd with this excrementitious Matter. 
How many Diſtempers are occaſion'd by what 
we call taking Cold, which is nothing bur a 
Conſtipation of -the Pores ? What is the occa- 
fion of the Jaundice but an Obſtruction of 
thoſe Veſſels 1a the Liver which ſeparat the 
bilious Particles from the Blood ? and whar 
dreadful Diſtempers dos the Jaundice frequent-= 
ly cauſe? How are Mortals tormented by the 
Stone in the Kidnys and Bladder ? and what is 
the original Cauſe of them, but an obſtruQi- 
on inthe Kidnys, wherby che excrementgrious 
Alkaly, which ſhould be carried off that way, 
by its over-long ſtay in thoſe parts is converted 
into that Subſtance we call a Stone ? And who- 
ever wlll give themſelves the crouble of diltil- 
ling Stones either from the Kidnys or Bladder, 
will find *em compos'd of Alkalious Particles. 


I could expatiat, and give an account of the 
of i Ciuſc . 
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Pleuriſy, ©c. and pour them into the ſame 
Quantities of Solution of Syrup of Violets 
of equal ſtrength, you will find that wherin 
the Serumof the iick Perſon's Blood was pour'd, 
to be much greener than the other. Secondly, 
If you take two Ounces of the Blood of a 
healthy Perſon as it comes out of the Veins, 
Serum and all together, and two Ounces of 
the Blood of a Perſon in a Fever, Pleuriſy, a 
Fit of the Gout, &c. and commit them to 
diſtillation in the ſame degree of Heat, you 
will find the Blood of the ſick Perſon ſhall pro- 
duce a much greater quantity of Alkaly than 
that of the Perſonin health. 

Secondly, What ſhall I do with the Alkaly 
found in the Blood of healthy Perſons ? Be- 
cauſe every body has ſome Alkaly in their 
Blood, mult every body therfore labor under 
ſome Diſtemper ? Why truly I can't fay I 
ever met with a Perſon, who upon ſtrift In- 
quiry had not fome Complaint or other t» 
make. Mankind ſince the Fall is ſubje& to 
Death every moment ;. there being a Principk 
of Death, in oppoſition to that of Life, im- 
planted in our Natures ; and not only in ours, 
but in the Natures of every thing elſe for our 
lakes: And God ſaid to Adam (vpon his Fall) 
Curſed be the Ground for thy ſake, Sc. 1 con- 
feſs many in our Age will laugh, and ridicule 
me for having recourle to Sacred Writ, efpc- 
cially to the Writings of Moſes, whicit tiizy 
look upon as Romance : þut let 'etn lavgl! {7 tf 
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if there were not a Principle of Death within 
us, how is it poſſible for a Man one hour to be 
in a good ſtate of Health, and the very next 
to be expiring 2 How this may be, I ſhall in- 
deavor to demonſtrat as clearly as poſſibly I 
Can. 

All the Alkaly that is to be found in the 
Blood 1s moſt certainly an Excrement, and in 
a way of being carricd off by ſome of the E- 
munQtories; and if any of theſe chance to be 
ſtopr, that this excrementitious Alkaly has noc 
room to paſs out, there isa Diſtemper of ſome 
kind or other cauſed, the Blood being over- ' 
charg'd with this excrementitious Matter, 
How many Diſtempers are occaſion'd by what 
we call taking Cold, which is nothing bur a 
Conſtipation of thePores ? What is the occa- 
ſion of the Faundice but an Obſtruction of 
thoſe Veſſels in the Liver which ſeparat the 
bilious Particles from the Blood ? and whar 
dreadful Diſtempers dos the Jaundice frequent- 
ly cauſe? How are Mortals tormented by the 
Stone in the Kidnys and Bladder ? and what is 
the original Cauſe of chem, but an obſ{truQ- 
on in the Kidnys, wherby the excrementgztious 
Alkaly, which ſhould be carried off that way, 
by its over-long ſtay in thoſe parts is converted 
into that Subſtance we call a Stone ? And who- 
ever w1ll give themſelves the crouble of diltil- 
ling Stones either from the Kidays or Bladder, 
will find *em compos'd of Alkalious Particles. 


I could expatiat, and give an account of the 
F Cuule 
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Cauſe of all or moſt Diſtempers attending 
Human Bodies, from' the excrementitious Al- 
kaly not being carried off by the proper Emun- 
Qtories, And I appeal to all candid ingenuous 
Perſons, even my greateſt Enemies, whether 
all the Excrements of our Bodies are not Al- 
kalies. When I ſpeak of Excrements, I don't 
mean that which is carried off by Stool, hav- 
ing told you in another place, that my ſqueam- 
iſh Stomach would never give me leave to 
make Experiments upon that, to know what 
Parts it contain'd ; but every body knows that 
the greateſt part, if not all of the Bile, is car- 
ried off that way ; and that the Bile is an Al- 
kaly I ſuppoſe no body doubts. 

I know many will reply, That they will 
allow me that the Matter, or at leaſt the Saline 
Subſtance diſcharged by the Glands of the 
Skin, by Urin, the Bile, Tears, &c. are al- 
kalious ; but, ſay they, there is another very 
conſiderable Excrement which I take no notice 
of, to wir, the Matter diſcharged from the 
Glands of the Mouth, call'd Spizzle, which in 
all reſpe&s ſeems to be an Acid. To which] 
anſwer, | 

That the Saliva or Spittle is ſo far from be- 
ing an Excrement, that it is one of the moſt 
noble Juices our Body affords, and the only 
Menſtruum furniſh'd by Nature for diſſolving 
the ſolid Food we eat, and turning it into 2 
nutritious Juice : For by chewing our Meat, 
we compreſs the Salival Glands, and _ 

. them 
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them to throw out a ſufficient quantity of the 
Juice contain'd in them ; which being mix'd 
with the Food, .is carried along with it into 
the Stomach, where the Office of Digeſti- 
on 1s perform'd. But thoſe who f{iyallow 
their Meat without chewing, ſeldom or never 
digeſt it, and are alwayslean. Now when I 
ſpeak of Salivs or Spittle, I don'c mean that 
inviſcated,: coagulated Subſtance which Pco- 
ple hauk up in a morning, or diſcharge when 
they have a Cold as they call it, that being a 
degenerat Saliva ; but that thin, limpid Sub- 
ſtance that ſome great Tobacco-takers laviſhly 
let run from them : which is the only reaſon 
that the ſmoking of Tobacco takes away moſt 
mens Appetites; for would they ſmoke To- 
bacco as a great and worthy Prelat and my ſelf 
do, and as all the Turkiſh Nation do, which is 
to ſwallow their Spittle, they would rarely 

want an Appetite. | 
But that I may return to my proper buſineſs, 
which is to prove that all the Alkaly we have 
in our Blood is an Excrement, and in a way 
of being carried off as ſuch, or for want of 
being carried off, would cauſe a Diſtemper of 
ſome kind or other. Here give me leave to 
acquaint you, that according to the beſt of my 
apprehenſion, the Matter of all our Diſtem- 
pers is the ſame ; but according to the diffe- 
rence of the Part immediatly affefted, the 
Diftemper differs, And indeed when I con- 
ſider the wonderful StruQture of our Bodics, of 
f 2 what 
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what multitudes of minute parts it is compo- 
{:d, inſtead of a ſurpriſal at our being fick and 
out of order' ſo often as we are, I am een a- 
maz?d to think we are ever well. All Alkalies 
that I know of, will preſently cauſe Rottenneſs 
and PutrefaQtion in animal Subſtances, as may 
be ſeen in making of Glovers Leather, an In- 
ſtance of which I have given in my TraQt of 
the Gout, from a very good hand. Nay, it 
is a thing caſily to be experimented by any 
one ; for let but a piece ot Fleſh of any kind 


be put into a Liquor well impregnated with 


Alkaly, and in a {mall time (tho in the Win- 
ter, when things are not ſubjeCt to putrefy) 
it will turn to a mere Putrilago, a Maſs of 
Rottenneſs and Corruption : wheras let a 
piece of the ſame Fleſh be put into Liquor im- 
pregnated equally ſtrong with any Acid, and 
it will preſcrve it from Putrefa&tion. Alka- 
lies, whether volatil or fixt, being applied to 
the Skin, will either cauſe a Mortification, or 
deſtroy the Tone of the Part ; wheras Acids of 
equal ſtrength will prevent Mortifications 
where they are aQtually beginning, and fre- 
yy reſtore'the Parts to their Tone where 
It is loſt. 


But it may be reaſonably askt, Where is the 
Acid in the Blood that dos us all that ſervice 
you ſpeak of, or what becomes of all the Acid 
we take in, you owning Bread to be an Acid, 
and ſeveral other things daily uſed by all Man- 
kind; 
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kind ; when in your Analyſis of the Blood you 
mention no ſuch thing, and ſeem to intimar, 
that tho People take them in very great quan- 
tities ; yet they never abound ſo as to cauſe a 
Diſtemper ? This is what may reaſonably be 
offer*d, and is very neceſſary I ſhould clear as 
well as I can. 

The Life of Man I take to be a Fire or 
Flame, and all we eat and drink, together 
with the Air we draw in, to be as Fuel for this 
Flame ; and that which is not proper Fuel for 
it-is caſt off as Excrement. Now I appeal to 
all Mankind converſant in Chymiftry, whe- 
ther the Excrements of Fire, or of the Fucl 
of which it is made, viz. Aſhes and Soor, be 
not Alkalies ; and that our Lives are nothing 
elſe but a Flame or Fire of the ſame nature 
with that commonly uſed, or very analogous 
to it, I think is plain. 

It is the nature of all common Fire to con- 
ſume whatever is 2 proper Pabulum or Fuel for 
it, and to leave its Excrements behind it, 
which, as before obſery*d, are Aſhes and Soot ; 
in the Aſhes is contain'd a fixt Alkaly, and in 
the Soot a volatil one. It is very plain that 
the Body of Man would ſoon be conſum'd, un- 
leſs ſupplied with proper Food ; and how 
could this be, unleſs there were ſomthing to 
conſume it ? 

Common Fire cannot ſubfiſt where there is 
not a due acceſs of Air to it: Is it not the 
very ſame thing with the Life of Man ? let 

: Ff 3 him 
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him but be incloſed in a place where the Air 
is not capable of coming at him, and imme- 
diatly he expires. It's well known that *is 
the common praCtice of Miners, and thoſe 
who have occaſion to go into ſubterraneous 
"'Vaultsor Paſſages, to carry Candles, Torches, 
or ſome ſuch things along with them, not 
more for the convenience of the Light they at- 
ford *em in ſuch dark Places, than for their ſe- 
curity againſt the moſt imminent Danger, viz. 
the loſs of their Lives: for as ſoon as they 
once perceive their Lights to grow dim, com- 
mon Prudence and Experience teaches 'em to 
retreat ; and whoever has chanced to be ſo 
i00l-hardy as to advance after the Light has 
bin extinguiſh'd, has ſcarce ever return'd ei- 
ther to repent, or givean account of his Folly, 
A fatal Accident ot this kind happen'd to two 
Men in a great Vault belonging to my Father's 
Houſe, into which, if we pur a large Pan of 
Charcoal well lighted, they would be extin- 
ouiſh'd in a moment ; and the two Men be- 
tore-mention'd, as near as we could gueſs, loſt 
their Lives in as ſmall a time. 

Heat and Warmth are the conſtant conco» 
mitants of Fire: And that there is both Heat 
and Warmth in the Body of Man, none that 
has his Senſes will deny, Now why ſhould I 
makea diſtintion between Heat and Warmth, 
when they only differ in degree? But not to 
ſtand any longer about that matter : How is it 
roflible for the Heat of our Bodies to be ſuſ- 

| tain'd, 
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tain'd, unleſs there were a Fire within us to 
doit? We are generally as hot, if not hotter 
in Bed, tho we uſe no Exerciſe to excite the 
motion of our Blood and Juices, than when 
we are up and in motion. Nay, mere Mo- 
tion, let the great Des Cartes and his Follow+ 
ers ſay what they will, will never cauſe any 
Heat in fluid Bodies, tho excited never ſo 
much: I confeſs in falid ones, upon violent 
Friction or the like, there will a Heat ariſe; 
but what relation has that to us, when we are 
aſleep ? 

There is a receiv'd Maxim, that there is no 
Smoke but there is ſome Fire : Every body 
muſt be ſenſible what vaſt quanrities of Steams 
are continually diſcharged from all parts of 
our Bodies ; and how that comes to be, unleſs 
from ſome Fire within us, I cannot under- 
ſtand. 

I confeſs I have the concurrence of ſome of 
the greateſt Men perhaps in the world, that 
the Life of Man is a Flame ; but at preſent 
I have not leiſure to peruſe their Writings 
to ſee what they have ſaid on this Subjett. 

If any man ſhall ask me, how this Flame 
came to be firſt kindled ? I ſhall make no other 
reply, than deſire him to inform me how the 
Owvum came to be impregnated with the Maſ- 
. culin Seed, ſo as to make it capable of produ- 
cing a Human Body ? and when he has done 
that, I will tell him how this Flame came to 


be firſt kindled. 
Ff 4 The 
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The next thing I have todo, is to conſider 
what is the proper Pabulum or Fuel for Fire ; 
and this every body knows muſt be ſomething 
ſulphureous. Now there is ſcarce a Sulphur 
we know of that is not combin'd with an Acid ; 
Sulphurs ſeeming to be the genuin Vehicles 
for Acids, with which they are generally u- 
nited, few Sulphurs being void of Acids, and 
tew Acids void of Sulphurs; and as the one 
or the other predominats, ſo they are denomi- 
nated either Acido-Sulphures or Sulphureo- Acida. 
As Sulphurs are the Vehicles of Acids, fo 
Acids ſeem to be a ſort of Vizculum to Sul- 
phurs, by which they are hindred from Difli- 
. pation, Whenever a Sulphur is void of Acid, 
it is of ſo volatil a nature, that it is ſcarcely 
to be preſerved from Diſſipation : Not that I 
{uppolſe any Sulphurs to be perfealy deſtitute 
of an Acid ; but the leſs Acid they have mixt 
with them, the more volatil they are; ſuch 
are Reftified Spirit of Wine, Camphire, &Cc. 
And Mr. Godfry aſſures me he can make Spi- 
rit of Wine ſo volatil, that a drop of it won't 
fall to the ground, but diſappear almoſt as 
{00n 25 1t 1s diſingaged from the Mouth of the 
Bottle in which *tis contain'd. Now the purer 
the Pvulumis, the leſs Excrement is produced. 
Spirit of Wine and Camphire produce little 
or no Excrement at all; wheras Oil Olpwe, 
Bees Wax, Tallow, &c. afford a great deal of 
Soot, in which is contain'd the volatil Alkaly. 
Moſt Vegetables commonly in uſe for burn- 
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ing, afford a great quantity both of Aſhes and 
Soot, ſome more of one, and leſs of the 0- 
ther; as Oak a great quantity of Aſhes, in 
which is contain'd the fixt Alkaly, and but a 
little Soot, in which the Volatil Salt is con- 
tain'd. Beech on the other hand produces but 
a ſmall quantity of Aſhes, and a large quan» 
tity of Soot : this is what I have bin 1nform'd 
of by thoſe who burn quantities of Wodd. 
The Subſtances we live upon, and arenouriſh'd 
with, are not to be reckoned among the num- 
ber of thoſe which afford no Excrement upon 
burning. And by the way I can't underſtand 
what ſhould become of all wg cat anddrink, 
unleſs, as before obſerved, there were a Fire or 
Flame within us to conſume it ; and the Con- 
ſumtion is ſo great that we are not able to live 
without a conſtant and frequent Supply. And 
that which to me is none of the leaſt Argu- 
ments to prove that our Life is a Flame, is 
what is manifeſt by every day's Experience, 
viz, Let a very fat Man be fſciz*'d wth a Fever, 
or any ſuch Diſtemper, attended with a total 
loſs of Appetite ; the Fat, which is the proper 
Fuel for Fire, will firſt be conſumed : and in 
ſuch Diſtempers it is frequently ſeen that very 
corpulent Perſons will in a ſmall time be 
waſted to a Skeleton, when at the ſame time 
the ſenſible Evacuations of Urin and Stool are 
leſs than in a time of Health ; which thing 
could not be, unleſs there were a Flame to 


cauſe that Conſumtion: And wherever there 
15 


« 


442 The Doftrm of Acids 


is a Fire or Flame, eſpecially when ſupplied 
with groſs matter, there muſt be a throwing 
off of Excrements ; which is the reaſon that 
the Blood in Fevers, and other Diſtempers of 
that nature, abounds more with volatil Alkaly 
than that of well People, becauſe the Flame 
is more excited at that time ; and the ſecre- 
tory Veſſels defign'd for that purpoſe being 
ſome way or other obſtrufted, cannot carry 
o the Excrements ſo faſt as they are produ- 
ced. 

Let us conſider what all the Alkalious Salts, 
whether volatil or fixt, are. I ſuppoſe no one 
can produce ne a fixt Alkaly, which is the 
bare Produ@ of Nature : the very Name it 
ſelf being derived from the Salt of the Aſhes 
of the Herb Kaly, as I have: obſerv'd in the 
Appendix to: my Eſſay of Alkaly and Acid, in 
concurrence with ſeveral Authors, who have 
written on the ſame Subjet ; tho none that 
know of have ever written upon it from 
the ſame deſign with my ſelf. But to ſhew 
1 am not ſingular, I ſhall produce two or three 
Authorities. Swalve in his Treatiſe of Alkaly 
«nd Acid, pag. 48. defines it thus. Originem 
awominis Alkali ab incineratz herba /Egyptiaci 
Rali deſumtam haud ignoras : Salibus illud fixis 
& lixrvialibus abbinc applicatum ; illudgq, pri- 
mario judicatum Alkali, quod Geneſin ſuanm & ci 
nere & lixivio traxerat. Tachenins in his Hip- 
pocretes Chymicus defines it much after the ſame 
manner. Fit itaq; Sal Kali ex herbs Kali, 
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magna copia in Fgypto proveniente, que ibidem 
viridis exuritur, © ad nos transfertur ; 2 qui- 
buſdam wocatur etiam Soda, Alumen catmum, 
O- vero nomine Sal Kali appellatur ; non reperi- 
tur tamen Sal Kali in Natura, nec in omnibus 
tribus Regnis, niſi ab Artifice ignis ope producatur. 
For my own part, I could never yet ſee any 
ſuch _ as a fixt Alkaly obtain'd any other 
' way than from the Aſhes of Plants, which are 
thar part of *'em that is altogether unfit for 
Fuel to common Fire, they plainly appearing 
to be an Excrement, and ſuch as will rot and 
deſtroy all Bodies, eſpecially Animal ones, 
that they are mixt with, Tn Animal Bodies 
there is no ſuch thing to be found unleſs in the 
Bile, which is an Excrement, and ſeems to 
be as genuin an Excrement of Fire as any 
thing whatſoever, both from its burnt Taſt, - 
Color, &c. atid I am ſure if detain'd in the 
Body, will play the Devil. 

As for Yolatil Alkalies, they are to be found 
in Soor, in Plants after putrefaQion, in Urin, 
in Horns and Hoofs of Animals, and in Blood ; 
and tho Sweat abounds with a great quantity 
of it, yet *tis not to be obtain'd in quantities 
ſufficient to draw Volatil Salt from it. Soot 
is the volatil Excrement of Fire, or of the 
Matter of. which Fire is made. Urin is an 
Excrement of our Bodies, and the volatil Salt 
in it the Excrement of Animal Fire, or of that 
which is its Pabulum or Fuel, The Horns and 
Hoofs of Beaſts are generally allowed to be 

EXCre- 
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EXCrementitious parts of their Bodies, and af- 
ford the greateſt quantity of Volatil Salt of 
any thing belides. As for Blood, the Volatil 
Alkaly obtain'd from it, is only the excremen- 
titious part of .it, or rather of the vital Flame, 
or the Pabulum of it, in a way of being car- 
ried off by ſome of the EmunCQtories, which, 
if it beobſtruted in its paſſage, affes the 
Body with ſome Diſtemper or other. As for 
the Volatil Salt obtain'd from Plants after pu- 
trefaQtion, I ſhall give you a particular ac- 
count of it, becauſe ſome men have made a 
oreat ſtir, and ſpent a great deal of time in 
queſt after it, ſuppoſing it one of the grand 
Medicins of Nature. Moſt, if not all Vege- 
tables do principally conſiſt of a volatil Acid 
and a Sulphur, which make them a proper 
Fuel for Fire : Now let any of the Aromatic 
Plants, ſuch as Roſemary, Sage, Lavender, 
Mint, &c. be well dried, and afterwards put 
into a Hole in a moiſt Cellar, and ramm'd 
down very hard ; let them lie without a Co- 
ver till they grow hot ; after they have done 
ſo ſome time, and the Acido-ſulphureous parts 
are exhal'd (which is much the ſame as if 
they had bin burnt) they will contraQ a ſtink- 
ing ill Smell : when they are in this ſtate, put 
*em into a tall glaſs Body, with a glaſs Head, 
and ina gentle heat of Sand you will obtain a 
volatil Alkalious Spirit and Salt, good for no- 
thing I know of but to bring other Bodies in- 
co the ſame ſtate of Corruption that the Plants 
rom 
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from which it was extracted were before 
it was drawn from them. Thus I have let 
you ſee what is my Judgment concerning Al- 
kalies, and how they are produced. 
But for the Acid we take in as Food, or 
otherwiſe, that, together with the Sulphur, 
is uſed as a Pabulum or Fuel for the vital 
Flame ; and were not the ſulphureous Par- 
ticles in ſome meaſure ſuppreſt and detain'd by 
means of an Acid, the thred of our Lives 
would be very ſhort. Dr. Andre of Caen in 
Normandy, in his Diſcourfe of Alkaly and Acid, 
{peaking of Acid, pag. 21. Engl. Tranſlation, 
ays, There is nothing in this World which ows 
not its birth to an acid Salt : Nothing can live 
or be multiplied without it : It is that Soul of the 
World, of which the Antients have ſo often teld 
uw. Tachenins in his Clavs Hippocratis Medici- 
ns, from pag, 3, to 11. gives great Excomiums 
of it, ſome of which I ſhall here tranſcribe. 
Speaking of Acid, he brings in Lullizs : Nos 
& multi alii, inquit, wvocamws illum Filium 
Solis ; nam primo per Solis influentiam fuit gene- 
ratus per naturam ſine adjutoria ſcientie vel artis ; 
& ided Ariſtoteles vocavit Solem patrem, &- Ter- 
ram matrem omnium vegetabiliam, &c. Heafter- 
wards ſays, Acidum itaq, eſt & pingue antiquiſ- 
fimum principium, & omnium rerum vita & 
fons, quod wariis nominibus nominarunt Scripto- 
res, ut Ignem, Solem, Aurum, Spiritum, Sul- 
phur, Forma, & ſexcentis aliis nominibus, que 
omnis ſynonima ſunt ; eftq; eadem res, cat ta- 
men 
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men diverſo reſpettu diverſa nominaimponuntur ; 
nobis tamen eam hic & ubique commodiore oppor- 
tunitate Acidum wocare libet. Again, A Sole 
itaq; ut a fonte defluunt Acidum naturale & Ly. 
men vitale, que reipſa ſunt idem, ſed officio di- 
ſtinguuntur : Acidt enim munis eſt ad interiors 
Nature penetrare; luminis vero exteriors pate- 
facere, utcunq; ſolis radii operentur ; adeoq, Sol 
eſt primum naturale orgauam, cujus acceſſu & 
receſſu omnes nature operationes varie reguntnr, 
intenduntur ac remittuntur. Hinc Coſmopolit: 
zngeniofiſſimus, ſi non eſſet vis vegetabilis ſul- 
phuris (id eſt Acidum pingue & filius ſolis) non 
coagularetar aqua in herbas : ſi itaq, Acidum 4 ſole 
fluens infunditur in materiam, ex. gr. miner 
lem ſtatim recipit determinationem nature, © 
virtutis mineralis: & fic de ceteris animalibu, 
& de Vegetabilibus rebus dixit Lullins ; .&+ prope 
terea quod hec aciditas naturalis omnibus munii 
materiis copulatur, Mercurii nomen 2 ſapientibu 
adepta eſt. Et licet oculus vulgi quotiaie videat 
Acidi naturalis multiplicationem, necnon incor- 
porationem, attamen illud non cognoſcit : exem- 
pli loco ſit minera ſalis petre Patavii jam evacu 
ata, que quinque vel ſeptem annorum decurſu rur- 
ſus repletur, eſt enim terra ejus nutrix, Hermete 
zeſte, unde hic ſpiritus in illa corpus aſſumit, atg; 
fit inflammabile nitram. 

Acids are without doubt the moſt perfeQ 
Bodies in Nature, ſince they cannot undergo a 
Putrefation; and what we take in by our 


Mouths is fo far from being too much for = 
that 
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that beſides it we are not able to live with- 
out drawing in freſh ſupplies from the Air 
every moment ; and that the Air isfilPd with 
Acid Salts, a Multitude of common and ob- 
vious Experiments do evince : as for inſtance, 
Let Vitriol be diſtilPd with the moſt violenc 
Fire imaginable, ſo as not to yield the leaſt 
drop of Acid Spirit more; do but take out 
the Caput mortuum Or Colcathar, and expoſe it 
to the open Air under a Shed, where it may 
not be rain'd upon, and in a few months it 
will become good Vitriol again, and yield as 
much Acid Spirit as it did at firſt time; 
and this it will do ad i»finitum. The ſame 
thing may be done by the Capur mortuum of 
$ea-fale, Nitre, &c. Now if the Air did not 
abound with Acid Particles, from whence 
came thoſe inſipid Bodies that were totally de- 
prived of the Acid they had in them by the 
firſt Diſtillation, to regain the ſame quantity 
of Acid they had before they were diſtilled? 
If you expoſe the Caput mortuum of thoſe 
things that by Diſtillation had afforded an 
Alkalious Spirit or Salt, that Capur morrunm 
will never regain its Alkaly again, let it lie 
never ſo long ; which argues plainly that the 
Particles of the Air are not-Alkalious : And 
therfore were Acids ſoinjurious to mens Bodies 
as ſome would have us believe, every Draught 
of Air we take ia muſt poiſon us, fiance it is 
full of Acid Particles; and I believe no bedy 
doubts but the Air has a free Ty” 

with 
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with the Blood, if not by the Lungs, at leaſt 
by the receptory Pores of the Skin: Bur [ 
think it's plain there is a Communication with 
it both ways. 

By all the ways TI could yet contrive, I have 
not bin able to procure one Grain of pure Acid 
from the Blood of either healchy or ſick Peo- 
ple: but 1n the before recited Experiments 
you find always a proportion of fetid Oil, 
with which the Acid is imbodied to make it 
a proper Pabulum for the vital Flame; and 
when once Acid and Oleaginous Bodies are well 
united, which they will readily do, it is no 
eaſy matter to cauſe a ſeparation of them, 
Now the reaſon this Oil has ſuch a very il! 
Savor, is from its coming over the Helm along 
with the Volatil Alkaly ; all Alkalies,, whether 
volatil or fixt, giving a very ill ſmellto ſulphu- 
rcous oleaginous Bodies, eſpecially if expoſed to- 
gether to a great degreeof Heart ; and the Heat 
required to bring *em over the Helm is much 
greater than that of our Bodies, tho in a burn- 
ing Fever : Yet from the Aftion of the Volatil 
Excrementitious Alkaly upon the ſulphureous 
parts of rhe Blood, may I think a good reaſon 
be given for the Symptoms that attend moſt, 
if not all Fevers ; for all Alkalies deſtroy Sul- 
phurs, as may be ſeen in the making of Soap, 
Hepar, Sulphuris, &c. Sulphurs are the ative 
Principle in both Animal and Vegetable Juices ; 
Alkalies in breaking and dividing the Particles 
of the Sulphurs excite Fermentations, and by 
degrees 
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degrees cauſe a total diflipation of them. A- 
cids are a fort of Yinculum to Sulphurs, and 
therfore ſuppreſs Fermentations, keepin: the 
Sulphur from diſſipation: From whence I 
infer that a true Oleoſurs muſt be the gre 
Medicin ; yet it is not ſuch a one as common- 
ly gos under that name, which is oaly a- Cum- 
bination of vclatil Alkaly with Spirit of Wine 
and Aromatic Oils or Spices ; but it muſt be 
an Acido-oleoſum, an exalted Acid, combin'd 
after the foreſaid manner, by which the Life 
of Man it ſelf is chiefly ſupported; 

If any one asks me what Imean by Sulpher ; 
my Anſwer is, whatſoever is infl:mnable, 
And with ſuch kind of. Subſtances the World 
isalmoſtevery where filPd ; For wichour them 
neither the Lives of Men nor Beafts coul1 be 
any way ſupported; and thertore luch . places 
as are beſt ſupplied with them, are very well 
fockt with. Animals of all kinds; whereas 
thoſe that are deficient of them, ſuch as ti1z 
Deſarts of Arabia, 8c, are almolt wholly &: 
ſticute of all kinds of living Creacures. 


Letter. * But ſecondly; there is anotiter 
*way of diſcovering an Alkaly beſides ther 
"of 1ts Appearance, and rhar is by irs eF&s, 
*to wit, its Fermentation with Spiric of Vt« 
"#riol. Now TI aver this green Serum will nct 
* ferment with rhe fore1-1d Spirit : Wherforz 
*if it be an Alkaly; it is an Alkaly of a pat- 
' ticular nature. Ir muſt be granted thar we 
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*a very warm nature predominant, in which 
© caſes I have found Acids to be of preat uſe : 
* bur gg are of an Alkalin nature 
* or not, I leavE to the Learned to determin, 
© Tf they are Alkalies, then either fixt or vo- 
* latil; if fixt, how comes it to paſs, that on 
* the diſſolution of the Texture of the Blood 
* they claim the higheſt - place, and nothing 
© will ſerve their turn, but they mult need; 
*\wim in the Serum? If volatil, how is it 
* that we many times find this warm Serum to 

| © be little better than. inſipid ? Volatil Salts 
* you know are aculeated, and affeCt the Palat 
* ſtrongly. May they not rather be of a ful- 
© phureous nature, ſince it is the nature of ſuch 
* Subſtances to ſit uppermoſt on the difſolution 
* of Bodies? 


Anſwer. Town *tis one of the genuin and 
conſtant Effes of an Alkaly to cauſe an Efer- 
veſcency, when mixt with Spirit of Vztrio! or 
any other Acid Spirit ; but whether this Efer- 
veſcency may be accounted a Fermentation, [ 
greatly queſtion : tho Alkalies will excite Fer- 
mentation in fermentable Liquors, as is well 
known to many Mechanics, and I fear too 
well by the Brewers about this City. What 
you mean by the green Serum which will not 
ferment or efferveice with Spirit of 'Vitriol, | 
cannot tell : But ſure I am, if you put a littk 
Spirit or Oil of /Yjrriol into a ſmall bottle, and 

pou: 


© oftentimes find in the Blood ſome particles of 
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pour ſome Serum of Blood that will turn Syrup 
of Violets green upon--4t, "twill uamediacly 
become intenſly hot, anda great many Bubbles 
will preſently riſe, which looks very like a 
Fermentation, if it be not one : therfore when 
you made this Experiment, on which you are 
ſo politive, there muſt needs be fome Error 
committed, ; for upon your urging this thiag, 
the firſt opportunity I had,! inade'che Experi- 
ment afreſh, and ic ſucceded rhe very firſt 
time; and I doubt not, but if you give your 
{elf the trouble of making it again, 1c will aot 
fail of ſucceding, 

As for thoſe warm Particl:s that you ſay are 
often predominant in the Blood, I mult confels 
I don't uaderitand what you mean by them ; 
the Blood, while we are in health, is always 
warm, the reaſon of which I have beiore gi- 
ven. If we have a Fever, the Biood cxcedes 
its natural Temper, according as that is more 
or leſs violent. Now the canſe cf this Exceſs 
of Heat in a febril ſtate I rake to be as fol- 
lows : In moſt Fevers, eſpecially in the be- 
ginning of *em, there is a Conſtipation of 
{ome of the Emunttories ; fo that the excre» 
mentitious Alkaly thar ſhould be carried off 
by them, 1s detain'd in the Blood, which by 
breaking its Globules, and dividing the fſu!- 
phurcous Particles, which are the Pabulum 
of the vital Flame, dos either excite what we 
call a Fermentation, or rather by dividing the 
ſulphureous Particles, and ſabdning the Acid 
G g 2 ther 
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that held them together, increaſes the Flame 
to an intenſe degree. An Inſtance of whic! 


we have in common Fire, as I have elſwhere 


taken notice, and ſha!l here repeat, viz. Let 
the matter of which Fire is made he laid cloſe 
together, and then kindled, and it will con- 
ſume leiſurely and by degrees ; wheras let tlie 
parts be laid at ſome little diſtance one from #2» 
 nother, and they will conſume with a ran14 
and intenſe Flame. Salr-Petre allo and Brim- 
flone mixt together, will hurn with a genil: 
and eaſy Flame ; but by adding a proportion 
of Charcoal.duſt (as in making Gunpouder) 
in which is contain'd the fixt Alkaly of the 
Wood, this Alkaly, by cauſing a diviſion of the 
Particles of the Nitre and Sulphur, fo alters 
the property of it, that inſtead of burnin? 
placidly and eaſily, the leaſt ſpark of Fire fal- 
ling into it, will cauſe an Exploſion, that is, 
make it take fire all at once, and fo be con- 
ſum'd as *rwere in an inſtant. * Are not thz 
Attacks of ſome Fevers and other acute Di- 
ſtempers very like this Exploſion, wherein 
Nature ſeems to be overthrown, and the whole 
Courſe of it diſorder'd almoſt in an inſtant? 
This at pretcnt is all I think neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve concerning the warm Particles you ſpeak 
of ; and that Acids are the only Medicins to 
ſuppreſs this unnatural Heat, I think I have al- 
ready made appear, As for the Inferences you 
are pleas'd to draw trom them, I think I have 
nothing more to do than ſlightly to rouch It 


em, 
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em, they having already fallen under my con- 
fideration: And I have ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated chat Alkalies are the Caules of all pre» 
ternatural Heats in our Bodies. 

But fuppoſiug preternatural Heats occaſion'd 
by the fuperabundance of Alkalies in the 
Bloog, yon ſtill icem to be diſſatisfied abour 
them alſo : * For, fay you, if they are fixt ones, 

* how ccimes it to paſs that on the diſſolution 
*of the Texture of the Blood, they claim the 
* f17hefſt place, and norhing will ſerve their 
* turn but they mult needs ſim in che Serum? 
* It volatil, how is it thar we oftentimes find 
* this warm Serum little better than 1infinid ? 
*Volatil Salts you know are aculcatec, and 
* ai, & the Palat firongly. May they NOt Ta» 
thor be of a ſulphureous nature, ſince "tis the 
* nature of ſuch Subſtances to fir uppermott on 
f the diflolution of Budies ? 

Firſt, I dote remember I any where ſaid 
that tixe Alkalies do clsim the hi oheſt place in 
the diſſolution of Bodies, and thar they (wim 
uppermoſt in the Liquors in which they are 
diffolv*d : But this I believe you inter [rom my 
Experiment with the Serum, which is the 
lighteſt part of the Blood, and thertore 15 
uppermolt 1n the Porringer after it has ſtood 
ſome time, and a Separation is made in the 
Parts therof. Now I = not make uſe of the 
Experiment with the Serum and Syrup 0 Vio- 
lets, to 1atimat that f—_ only was over- 
impregnated with Alkalious Particles ; hut 
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that being the moſt colorleſs part of the Blood, 
was thertore moſt proper for ſuch an Experi- 
ment : For ſhould I have made this Experi- 
ment with the fibrous and globulous parts of 
the Blood, which are combined together in 
one maſs, they are ſo imbued with a Scarlet 
Dye, that a ſmall quantity of it would tinge 
a great quantity of Solution of Syrup of Vio- 
lets with the ſame Color, tho at the fame 
time it were greatly overcharged with Alka- 
lious particies. Therfore in my plain andealy 
way of analyzing the Blood, I made uſe of it 
alrogether as it came out of the Veins. But 
if a man conſiders with what Rapidity the 
Blood moves along the Veſſels, *tis impoſſible 
but all rhe parts muſt be ſo mixt together, 
that if the Serum be overcharged with Alkz- 
lious particles, the other parts muſt be {6 
alſo; or if the other parts be overcharged, 
the Serum muſt in like manner be ſo, But 
however, as for fixt Alkafies, the Blood is very 
rarely overcharged with them, the Subſtances 
we take in for our nouriſhment affording very 
little of *em after burning; and therfore Ne 
ture has provided but one EmunQtory for the 
carrying them off, viz. the Duitus Biliaris, 
which empties it {elf into the Duodenum, and 
i5 conveyed off along with the Excrement of 
our Food by ſtool: Wheras there are Millions 
of EmunQtories, b: fides that great Diſcharge 
made by Urin, to carry off the volatil Alkaly. 


But if at any timet.e Glands of the Liver : 
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© obſtrufted, that the fixt Alkaly cannot be 
ſeparated from the Blood, what fatai EfteRs 
dos it produce ? 

I ſcarce ever knew a true Aſcites (which is 
that kind of Dropſy that is very rarely to be 
cur'd) which has not had its Origin from an 
ObſtruQion of thoſe Veſſels in the Liver that 
{cparat the Bile from the Blood. Nay, fre- 
quently they have a Jaundice upon them thro 
the whole Courſe of the Diſtemper. But if 
not ſo, yet I never knew an Aſcites that had 
not a Jaundice preceded it ; and in what man- 
ner the whole Oeconomy of the Body is de- 
ſtroy'd 1n this Diſtemper, is but too well 
known. But this is not the only Diſtemper 
that has its origin from the obſtruttion of theſe 
Veſſels, tho-it be one of the moſt dangerous. 

[Since the publication of the firſt Edition of 
this Tra&t, atcer much ſerious conſideration, 
I have at laſt pitch*d upon a Method by which 
I have cured ſome ſew 41nveterac Belly-Drop- 
ſies, which us'd to be accounted incurable by 
every body ; and that none may fall a Vitim 
to this dreadful Diſtemper, to whom I am 
capable of affording any relief, I ſhall pre- 
{ume to give an account of it in this place. 


B: Sem. Urtice uni. auas; Bardane, Fra- 
xini, Apii, ana unc. wnam ; Baccar. Ju- 

wipert 5 i ſs. Aceti ſquillitici, Sp. Juniperi, ana 
th unem. Digerantur leni calore in vaſe vitreo 
optime clauſo per horas 24, & coletur ; colaturs 
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The Doſe of this TinQure is from two to 
three or four Sp2onfuls ; firſt in the Morning, 
2nd nothing to be taken afterwards for two 
hours at leaſt. Ir will frequently work both 
by Vomit, Stool and Urin : nay, in general 
;t promotes all the Secretions, whichis prin- 
cipally to be regarded in this diſmal Caſe, 2ll 
che Secretions of the Body being generally 
ſpoiled, but principally that of the Kidnys: 
and if once ve can but bring our Patients to 
make water freely, our greateſt difficulty is 
overcome ; which the continucd uſe of this 
Medicin will frequently efic&. But confider- 
ing the Tone of the Parts of the Body is uni- 
verſaily weakned, by reaſon of ſo great a 
load of excrementitious Matter- lodg*d upon 
them, but more particularly the Liver, Caul, 
Guts, &c. which are the Parts contain?d with- 
in the Cavity of the Abdomen, ir ts altogether 
reaſonable, that proper Corroboratives ſhould 
at due intervals be given, that thereby we may 
keep the graund wegain by Evacuations : and 
cherfore in the Afternoon I ordcr the followicg 
Medicins, or ſomthing like them, 


B Salis Martis, Succini, ana 5 1. Myrrhe 

ele, 5 ij. Macis, Nucis moſcate, ans 

5 ſs. Conf. Abſintaii Remani 5 iij. Syr. e Praſſio 

g-/. f. Eled. in ſex bolos diſtrib. ſumat. unum 

:ng. dicbus hora quinta pomeridiana, ſuperbibendo 
3 w.Yini Medicats {equenti:. 


y. 
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fs Cardamomi, Cubeb. Galange, anz 5 i. 
Fol. Marrubii albi, Abſinmth. Roman. 
Centanrit, ana Þ. lij. ſem. Urtice 3 i. Vini albi, 
vel Rhenani ij. Infunde claus & calide per 
horas tres, & coletur; colatura reſervetur ad 
ſum. 


B: . Sp. Salis Dul. wel nitri Dul. 3 fs. ſus 


met gut. X. vel XV. in omni hauſt. potus. 


I have ſcarce ſeen one Perion opened, that 
has died of a Belly Droply, whoſe Caul has 
not bia cither perfe&ly rotten or full of cede- 
matous Tumors ; and therfore to prevent Ac- 
cidents of that oature (for after rhe Caul has 
once begnn to mortify, I am afraid a!l At- 
tempts will prove fruitleſs) I order the whole 
Abdomen to þe well fomented morning and 
evening with the following Fomentation, ap- 
plying afterwards a double Flannen well im- 
pregnated with Oil of Juniper. 


Bt Flor. Chamomille, Lavendulz, ana m.1). 

Fol. Abſinthis Rom. Kut e, ava m. 1. Sem, 

Urtice 5 1). Calami Aromat. 3 iv. Aceti Acer- 

rimi t111j. Spirit. Vins Com, thij. Infunde 

claus? & calide in Vaſe terreo Vitriato optimt 

clauſo per horas quatuor, & coletar ; golaturs re- 
{erpetnr ad uſum. 


People 
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People under theſe Circumſtances are gene. 
rally thirſty to the laſt degree, occaſioned by 
the great redundancy of Bile: but conſidering 
the Se-retions are all ſpoil'd, and that the 
taking in of Fluids, when there is no paſlage 
to oilcharge their ſuperfluous parts, is only to 
exaſperat the Malady ; therfore they ought to 
be kept from Drink as much as may be : and 
Helmont \ays that he knew one cured of a de. 
plorable Belly-Dropſy by a total Abſtinence 
from all manner of Liquors. Yet conſidering 
the intenſneſs of the Thirſt that generally at- 
tends. them, I think ir the preateſt Cruelty 
imaginable totally to debar them from the uſe 
of that which they ſo urgently delire; and 
fince they muſt have Driak, they ought to 
have ſuch as may be little or no way prejudi- 
cial to them ; nay, if poſſible, what may be 
of uſe and advantage to them. Malc Drink 
of all ſorts they mult abſtain from as Poiſon ; 
and by the way, more Ale-ſellers die of this 
Diſtemper than of any other Trade or Profeſli- 
on. The beſt Wine is either White-wine, Old 
Hock, or any of the Diuretic Wines; but the 
ſweet and clogging Wipes are altogether per- 
nicious: But inſtead of Wine, I would recom- 
mend ſuch an Apozem as that which follows. 


Be Rad. Graminis, Aſparagi, ana 3 i. ſs. 
Sem. Urtice 5 vi. Tartari Rhenani 3 ſs. 

Agq- Font. Ib 11). coque ad tertie partis conſum- 
tionem, & colttur ; colature adde Vini Albi wil 
« Rhemnani 


"i 
\\ 
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Rhenani tb i. M. f. Apozema, ſumat pro po- 


tu 0rdinario. 


If there be a proſtration of the Appetite, 
I then preſcribe the following Tin ire, half 
a ſpoonful of which to be taken half an hour 
betore dinner in a Glaſs of White 'Wine or 
Old Hock. 


B: Op. Hiere Picre 3 1. Croc A ng. © ii. 

Calami Aromat. 5 li). Aq. Ge nt. Comp. 

3 vi. Digerantur leni calore per hora: quatuor ; 

Poſtea decanta Tint. claram, cui adde T inft. Mar- 
tis Mynſicthi 5 i. M. 


If a Cough attends them, whict 1 generally 
it dos, the following Lambarive 1 s as propec 
a thing as they can take. 


Bt Syr. Aceti, & quinque Raidicibus, ana 

Zi. ſs. Sacch. Penid. 3i. M.f. Lam- 

bativum, ſumat Cochleare unum fre quenter, pre» 
ciput urgente tulſi, 


As for their Food, they may eat any thing 
their Stomachs crave, unleſs it be Milk and 
Milk-meats : As Sauce with tt:cir Food, they 
may eat Oranges and Lemmons as plentifully 
as they pleaſe. 

I could expatiat largely upon this Subjet ; 
which ſhould I do as amply as the thing re- 
quires, it would be fittee for a particular 
| TraQt 


460 The Dorin of Acids 


Tra of it ſelf, than to be inſerted here. Bur 
if what I have now ſaid be taken in good part, 
25 occaſion offers it ſelf, I may hereafter ſay 
more. 


Secon:Ily, As for what you ſay concerning 
the Infipidneſs of the Taſte of the warm Se- 
rum, I ſuppoſe you mean that Serum which is 
overheated in Fevers, &c. the Szrum being 
always viarm while People are alive. I can 
aſſure you it is contrary to my long Experi- 
ence; for it has bia my cuſtom many years 
ro taſte the Serum of the Blood not only in Fc- 
vers, but all other Diſtempers, where I have 
had occaſion to preſcribe Blood-letting ; and 
in ſome Fevers I have found the volatil Salr to 
bite my Tongue ſeverely, but never once 
cou'd tind the Serum infipid : and by this way 


of taſting I can berter judg of the Condition of 


my Patiear than from rhe Color of the Blood, 
But is thoſe caſes where the Serum is much in- 
viſcated, as in moſt Pleurifies, Rheumatiſins, 
- and many Fevers, the Volatil Alkaly is ſo in- 
volved, that it aftcats not the Taſte very 
ſtrongly, tho it 15 never inſipid that I could 
yet find. As for volatil Salts being aculeated, 
and affeQing the Palat ſtrongly, I am glad you 
rake notice of it, ſince the general Notion 
chat moſt people have of all Alkalies is, that 
they are of ſuch a ſweet, ſoft, mild nature, 
aStocarry a fſanative Virtue along with them 


wherever they go. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I own that ſulphureous Subſtan- 
ces are wont to (it uppermoſt in the Diſſolu- 
tion of Bodies ; and that the Blcod is 1mpreg- 
nated with ſuch Subſtances, I am far from de- 
nying; but they appear in all re{peCts to be e- 
qually diſtributed thro all its parts : but ſuppole 
they ſhould ſit uppermoſt here, and the Serum 
more impregnated with them than the globu- 
lous and fibrous parts of the Blood, ſulphureous 
Subſtances won't change Syrup of Violets from 
blue to green ; and the Serum abounding with 
thoſe Particles that will do ſo, which are 
Alkalies, theſe Alkalious Particles by breaking 
and dividing the Particles of the Sulphur will 
increaſe and excite the Flame I have before 
taken notice of, to a more intenſe degree : 
For the Serum would not be the more hor, 
ſuppoſing it did abound with ſulphureous Par- 
ticles, unleſs the ſaid Particles were ſome way 
or other inkindled, 


Letter. * But thirdly, if Alkalies are the 
* Original of all Diſtempers, whence is 1t that 
*1n Dropſies, Catarrhs, ſome Gouts, and 0- 
* ther Diſtempers, we find the Texture of the 
* Blood fo thin ? ?Tis obſervable that thoſe Par- 
* ticles you term Alkalies, the more the Blood 
© is ſaturated with %*em, the more thick con- 
* liſtence it is of, as we ſee in Pleurifies, Rheu- 
* matiſms, and other inflammatory Caſes (in 
* which Diſtempers, if in any, theſe Alkalies a- 
* ound) Is not then its Tenuity rather to be im- 
© puted 
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*puted to Acids ? Do not Acids immediatly 
© put the Blood in a Fuſion,and render it thin ? 


Anſw. Ta moſt inflammatory Caſes, where 
the Blood is immediatly affefed, the Serum 
is viſcous and {izy, being overcharg'd with 
Alkalious Particles ; but in thoſe Caſes you 
mention, and in ſome others, where the 
Blood is over thin, it is not the over-thinnels 
of the Blood that is the only cauſe of thoſe 
Diſeaſes, but a deſtruftion of the Tone of the 
Parts; and where the Tone of any Part is 
once ſpoiled, the great quantity of excremen- 
titious Matter is ſoon thrown thence, viz. from 
the Blood upon the weakned' parts; and fo 
the Violence of the Malady is increaſed. Be- 
ſides, in Droplies they being always thirſty, 
the quantity of Fluid taken in is fo diſpro- 
portionat to what is carried off, becauſe 
they always make water but in ſmall quanti- 
ties in proportion to what they drink, that 
it's no marvel their Blood is over thin. I 
have frequently in Dropſies known - people 
drink three Quarts in a day, when they have 
not piſſed a Pint, nay not four Ounces. And 
that Acids ſhouid occaſion the Thirſt attend- 
ing Hydropical people, is ridiculous to ima- 
gin, when they are the only things that will 
quench Thirſt, Beſides, do but conſider the 
nature of the Medicins that are moſt effeQual 
to bring the Blood to a conſiſtence when it 15 
over thin ; I have ſcarcely ever met with any 
thing 


further Aſſerted. 463 


thing equal to Chalibeats, and that Steel is an 
Acid I have elſwhere indeavored to prove: 
And as a farther proof of it I ſhall produce the 
Teſtimony of Beckerus (no contemptible man) 
in his Mizera Arenaria, pag. 88. Nop recen- 
ſebo jam qualiter ille ſpiritus eſurins in aquis 
ſubterraneis latitaps, waria ſibi Salizm, Alumi- 
num, Vitriolorum, Sulphurum, Realgarium mi- 
neralium compoſitionum ſpecies producat ; nec 
demonſtrabo, qua ratione ſupra terram in Aeris 
regione trattus quidam hujus Acidi ſpiritus de 
uno Polo ad alterum, & perillum acus Magnetics 
feratur. Hoc tantum hic loci allegabo, omne 
Acidum ſubſtantie martialis eſſe, in quocunque 
oleo, pinguedine, fuligine, limo, ſilice & arena ; 
imo etiam ipſg flamma reperibile, nc ad oculum de- 
monſtrari poſſe : quecunque ergo nature Acide & 
martialis ſunt, illa poteſtatem habent Alkali 
tanquans ſubſtantiam metallorum mercurialen 
alterandi & tranſmutaudi, Now if this Thin- 
neſs of the Blood may be taken off, and the 
Blood brought to its due confiſtence by means 
of Acids, *tis not reaſonable to ſuppoſe Acids 
the cauſe of its fuſion. But then I confeſs 
here lies a great Difficulty, v#z. how is it 
poſſible for Acids to make the Blood thin when 
*tis too thick and viſcous, and to bring it to a 
due conſiſtence when it is over fluid ? To 
which I anſwer, That ſhould I pretend to 
give an account what Acids taken in the pro- 
per latitude would do, I ſhould be guilty of 
the greateſt Arrogance imaginable ; for = 
WOou 
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would be to pretend to as much Knowlege 
as Solomon had, who knew the Virtues of 
Plants from the Cedar of Lebanon to the Hyſop 
that grows on the Wall. And Divine Prov1- 
dence had determind him to be the wiſeſt of 
- Men that ever* ſhould be. All Plants from 
the greateſt tothe ſmalleſt are principally com- 
poſed of Acido-ſulphureous Particles ; for 
what compariſon is there between. the ſmall 
quantity of fixt Alkaly found in the Aſhes 
after burning, and of volatil Alkaly in the 
Soot, in relation to the great quantity of Act- 
do-ſulphureous matter ſpent in Flame ? Or to 
come nearer to the matter ; let a Pound of any 
Vegetable, which affords the greateſt quantity 
of fixt Alkaly, viz. Broom, or any ſuch Plant, 
be ſufficiently dried, ſo that the ſuperfluous 
Humidity may be evaporated ; after that, let 
it be committed to diſtillation per ſe, and ir 
will afford between two and three Ounces of 
an Acid Spirit, with a good quantity of Otl. 
when all the Arc of Man is not able to pro- 
cure from the Caput Mortuumabovetwo Drams 
of f6ixt Alkaly ; yet, as before obſerved, Broom 
is one of thoſe Plants that affords the largeſt 
quantity of fixt Alkaly. Now the Acid Spi- 
rit and Oil are thoſe Subſtances, which in 
burning ſerve to ſupply the Flame : and from 
the Caput Mortuum, unleſs it be afterwards 
burat, there is no fixt Alkaly to be obtain'd. 
But here again, to obviar the Objetion be- 
fore taken notice of, viz. That Fire may pro- 
duce 
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duce new- Subſtances not exiſtent ig, Bodies 
before; or, for inftance; the -fixt Alkaly to be 
produced out of the Aſhes of the Caput mor- 
tuum of the Broom, is only the Produ& of 
the Fire :*If this were ſo, then the Aſhes af- 
ter all the Salt is once extrated, being again 
committed to a violent Fire, muſt produce 
more Salt ; wheras on the contrary let it be 
committed to the Fire in the moſt violent de- 
pree of heat, and continued there as long 'as 
you will, it will never after afford the leaſt 
quantity of Salt of any kind. 

But that I may return'to anſwer the former 
ObjeRion, viz. how Acids are capable of 
making the Blood thin when over. viſcous, 
and of reducing it to its'conſliſtency when ir 
is over thin. All the Bodies in Nature are 
differently ſpecificated by ahe all-wiſe Author 
of Nature, and at the ſame time are all anis 
mated by one univerſal Acid Spirir, which 
the Antients were wont to call the Soul of the 
World, and I think not improperly. Now 
the more any Bodies are impregnated with 
this univerſal Acid Spirit, and its beloved 
Siſter Sulphur, the more perfeQt they are ; and 
Gold, which is one of the moſt perfe&t and 
durable Bodies in Nature, feems to be com- 
poſed of nothing but a pure Acidsm and Sul- 
phur, as T think has bin ſufficiently made ap- 
pear by ſome of the moſt ſtrift Inquirers in» 
to Nature's Secrets. [One inftance of which I 
ſhall here produce, viz. that all the fulminat- 

Hh ing 
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ing Compoſitions we know of are-compoſed 
of Acidum, Sulphar, and a due proportion of 
Alkaly: Now Aurum fulminans being the 
moſt extraordinary fulminating Subſtance to 
be met with, is only Gold difſolv'd in an Acid, 
and precipitated with an Alkaly ; ſo that the 
Goid muſt ſupply the room of a Sulphur at 
leaſt; and wirhout a Sulphur, no man that e- 
ver I yet heard of, did pretend to make any 
ſort of fulminating Pouder : and one Grain of 
this fulminating Gold-here taken notice of, will 
do more than a hundred of any fulminatiog 
Pouder befides. And the other Ingredients 
being the ſame that are uſed in compoling the 
common fulminating Pouders, and this fo 
much out-doing them, is, I think, a plain 
Argument that Gold is a Sulphur, nay the 
moſt extraordinary one in Nature. ] Now 
the more perfet any Bodies are, the more 
Aciduam and Sulphur they contain, and at- 
ford the leaſt quantity of Excrement, wiz. 
Alkaly, which is the only Deſtroyer of all 
Bodies, and brings thema to a ſtate of Putre- 
faction and Corruption. | 
Well, but ſome will ſay, what's this to the 
anſwering of the Obje&ion twice ſtarted ? 
Why 1's only to make my way clear: But [ 
ſhall now appiy my ſelf to it. There are two 


_ general ſorts of Acids, viz. manifeſt and in- 


velop'd ones : the manifeſt ones are ſuch as 
immediatly appear to the Taſte ; and theſe, 


tho originally the ſame, and proceding as 
the 
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the ſame univerſal Fountain, yet have different 
Operations upon Human Bodies. The inve- 
lop'd ones are ſuch as are not immediatly per- 
. Ceiv'd by the Taſte, bur by taking the Bodies 
aſunder appear to be ſuch. There is an Axiom, 
that VUnumquodgue in id diſſolvitur unde com- 
paitum eſt : Every thing is diſſolved into that 
of which it is made. Now if this Axiom be 
true, as I think it is infallible, a man may rea- 
ſonably conclude that thoſe Bodies, which 
upon their diſſolution are reduced into Acid 
Subſtances, are Acids, tho before their diſſo- 
lution they did not appear to be ſo, Moſt 
Vegetables upon their difſolurion, or being 
analyzd by the Fire, appear principally ro 
be compoſed of Acid Subſtances; and ther- 
fore I think are to be accounted Acids, tho 
they are ſodifferently ſpecificated, and have 
ſuch different Operations upon Human Bodies, 
that a Man who has not nicely examin'd them, 
would be tempted to believe their original 
conſtituent Parts much more different than 
they are. Now the more perfeCt and durable 
any Vegetable is, the greater quantity of Aci- 
dum and Sulphur it affords, and leſs of excre- 
meatitious Alkaly. And from the different 
Combinations of the two Siſters Acidum and 
Sulphur, T believe it poſſible to give a very 
probable Account of all the differences in 
Plants, as to Color, Taft, &c. And as theſe 
two perfet# Gt it may be lawful tocall any 
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ls clog'd with excrementitious a_ ſo 
they are more or leſs durable as to themſelves, 
and triendly to Human Bodies, for whoſe uſe 
they were chiefly created. Therfore you ſee, 
when I preachup Acids, it is not only Vinegar, 
Lemons, Oil of Vitriol, Oil of Sulphur, j&c. 
that I recommend, but all the perfect parts of 
the Creation, and that I decry the uſe of ſuch 
things as are the Principles of Death and De- 
ſtruQion in Bodies, viz. Alkalies. From what 
T have faid T think I may without preſumption 
reckon Oak-Bark among the number of Acids ; 
and yet being given in Subſtance, or a De- 
ccCtion of it, it is ſo far from making the Jui- 
ces over fluid or thin, that it will reduce them 
to a Conliſtence, when they are ſo. The 
{ame may be ſaid of Biftort, Tormentil, and 
2bundance of things of that Tribe : the ſame 
thing will Comfry Roots do, and all the things 
of that Tribe ; the ſame could ſay of many 
more, but | have not room to expatiat. Aſpa- 
#2214, Parſly, &c. will make the Juices fluid 
when they are over thick and viſcous, and ſo 
will a multitude of things more of that Tribe. 
I could lanch out-into the Mineral Kingdom, 
but the different Operations of *em are ſo well 
known, that I think it needleſs to take any 
particular notice of 'em: yet this much I 
will ſay, tho foren to my preſent Deſign, that 
aiter having made all the Inquiry into the Na» 
tureot Metals of which Human Induſtry is 
Cipavle, Iam well ſatisfied rhey differ only in 
degrees 
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degrees of Purity; and therfore for ought 1 
know the buſineſs of Tranſmutation is not fo 
ridiculous a thing as ſome would make ir. As 
to thoſe Acids that are manifeſtly ſo, they 
greatly differ in their Operations upon Human 
Bodies. I have before obſerved that there are 
thoſe which may properly be called Acias- 
ſulphurea, and others Sulphareo-acida # but in 
Nature I don*t know a ſimple Acid or a ſimp'e 
Sulphur, there being ſuch an indeſtruttib!e 
Bond of Union and Friendſhip between thern, 
that they are never one without the other. 
Now thoſe Acids that have moſt Sulphur u- 
nited with them are Aperitives, Openers of 
ObſtruQtions, and keep the Blood and Juices in 
a proper ſtate of Fluidity : Thole that have 
little Sulphur mix'd with them are: Stiptzcs, 
and bring the Blood and Juices to a conliſtence 
when they are over fluid, What T have 1aid 
upon this Subje& is not the effeQt of Fancy, 
but of a Series of ſeveral Years {tri and nice 
Obſervations. | 


Letter. © Beſides, if Alkalies did always of- 
* fend and cauſe Pain, it muſt follow that Acids 
© muſt give caſe : But I aſſure you I have often 
* experienced the contrary ; for upon the ex- 
© hibition of Rheniſb, White-MWine, and other 
* Acids, I have found the Pains immediatly 
* exaſperated, and many times it has bin a 
* long while &er they weat off, 


Hh 3 Anſwer. 


470 The Doftrin of Acids 


Anſwer. Tf Alkalies cauſe Pain, I agree 
with you, that Acids of conſequence muſt 
givecaſe; but Idon't ſuppoſe an ill habit cf 
Body thar has bin ſome months or years a con- 
tracting, is to be alter'd with a few Doſes of 
the molt exalted Medicin in the World, let it 
be Acid, or what you pleaſe. Yet a \g 
Acids the moſt proper Medicins. to eaſe Pain, 
as I belicve they are ; it is not improbable, 
but upon the giving a ſmall quantity of Acid 
when there is a large quantity of Alkaly lodg'd 
upon any part fo as to cauſe Pain, it may only 
in part diſſolve the Alkaly, which was before 
more fixt, and by accident exaſperat the Pain ; 
wheras by continuing the uſe ot the Acid, the 
Alkaly would be perfealy diflolv'd and ex- 
tirpated, and the Pain altogether vaniſh. But 
Pain being ſomtimes exaſperated upon the firſt 
giving of Acids in too ſmall quantities, has, I 
doubt not, bin one great cauſe of deterring 
people from proceding in the uſe of *em, and 
alſo of attributing to them the cauſe of Pain. 
Bur in great Pains it is my conſtantpraftice to 
apply Acids externally to the Part affeRted, as 
well as inwardly ; and there are but few Pains, 
eſpecially Gouty and Rheumatic ones, thar I 
am not able to overcome in. a ſmall time. 
And for the Pain you ſay you have often 
found to be excited upon giving Rheniſh and 
White-wine, I have a -an'd a reaſon for thar, 
if they are drunk in too large quantities, both 
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in my Eſſay of Alkaly and Acid, and in my 
Tratt of the Gont ; and thertore ſhall not re» 
peat it, but refer you thither. 


Letter. © Again, if the Gout procedes from 
*an Alkaly, what is the reaſon you uſe ſo 
* much Saſſafras in its Cure? Is Saſſafras an 
* Acid, and ſo proper to ſubdue this Al- 
* kaly ? 


Anſwer. T can cure the Gout, if there were 
no ſuch thing as Saſſafras ; which I only uſe 
in Apozems, as a proper Vehicle to dilute 0- 
ther Medicins in the Stomach. But however, 
Saſſafras is no contemptible Medicin ; and 
ſhould you give your ſelf the trouble of diſtil. 
ling a Pound or two of it ina Retort per /c, 
if you afrerwards reckon it among the num- 
ber of Alkalies, I am miſtaken ; and if fo, [ 
ſhall willingly own &. 


Letter. © T have only a word or twoto ſpeak 
* concerning the green Color of Syrup of Via» 
© lets, and ſo I have done. I believe it may be 
* turned green without an Alkaly : On the 
© exhibition of 'it to Infants it comes away 
* green very often, and brings away a great 
* deal of green Matter by ſtool; and yer I 
© believe they do not abound with Allalies. 


Anſwer. T own that upon the exhib'tion of 
Syrup of Violets to Infants ic will oftea occa- 
Hh 4 lon 
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{10 green Stools : But whence dos that procede, 
but from its mixture with the Bile in the ſmall 
Guts? and that the Bile is an Alkaly I know no 
man that doubts. 


Letter. * You may read ina late Author of 
© undoubted Credit, that upon an TInfant's 
© {wallowing a Doſe of teſtaceous Pouder, an 
© extraordinary Ferment was raiſed in the Sto- 
F mach of the Child: Now how could this 
© Ferment be raiſed, if it had not an Acid to 
* work upon? Beſides, dos not Experience 
*ſhew that nothing is ſo proper in Infants 
© Piſterpers as Alkalies ? 


Anſwer. The Author you ſpeak of is my 
ſingular good Friend, for whom I have a very 
great Value and Eſteem; and as to the Truth 
of the Relation you mention, I readily aſſent 
co it: But if you have read the Appendix to 
my Eſſay of Alkaly and Acid, you cannot but 
remember that I there acknowlege Acids may 
ſomrimes abound in the Stomach, and cauſe a 
Diſorder, but in no other part of the Body ; 
which thing I have fo fully handled, that 
ſhould I recite what TI have there faid, my E- 
nemies would accuſe me of Tautology, and 
therfore thither I ſhall refer you: and if what 
I have there faid be not ſufficient, I ſhall in- 
deavor to give you what: further SatisfaQion 
I can, As for the Cure of Infants Diſeaſes, 
I dou't {ee but tl.gy require the ſame Methods 
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as are taken with grown People, only the Me- 
dicins given muſt be more mild and gentle, 
and in leſs quantities, conſidering the great 
Tendernels cf their Natures. 


Lettey. © T have ſome more things to offer; 
* but I deſire you would be pleas'd to farisf 
©me as totheſe. I ſhould be glad to cloſe with 
* your Opinion, and imbrace any thing that 
*15new; for I believe Medicin, tho it has mer 
* with great Improvements of late, to be ca» 
* pable of far greater. Pl give you no far 
© ther «trouble, only after thanks to you for 
* your indefatigable Labor in ſearching out the 
* Truth of things, ſubſcribe 


Tour humble Servant, 


F.T. 


Anſwer. T have indeavored to give you 
what ſatisfa&tion I am able as to the ObjeQtions 
ou have already rais'd, and ſhall think no 
abor too much to anſwer any farther Ob- 
jeAions. I deſife no man to conſent to any 
thing that comes from me, without examin- 
ing it in the Balances of Reaſon and Experi- 
ence; and if after ſuch Examination, you find 
what I have advanc'd to be Truth, I don'c 
doubt but to find you a zealous Champion in 
my Cauſe : But if otherwiſe, I deſire you will 
CON» 
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convince me of my Errors, and I ſhall be very 
ready ro make a Recantation. As for the Im- 
provements made of late, they have prin- 
cipally belong'd to Anatomy, and indeed they 
have bin very conſiderable ; and of all the Phy- 
ficians of Europe, thoſe of our own Nation 
have had the greateſt hand in them. But for 
the Improvements in the praQiical part of 
Phyſis ({etting aſide the Diſcovery of the 
uſe of the Peravien Bark in the cure of Agues) 
they are very inconſiderable : The moſt that 
has bin done of that kind, was by the in- 
defatigably induſtrious Dr. Sydenham, and I 
heartily wiſh we had more Dr. Sydenhams at 
this day. 

Sir, there are abundance of ImperfeRions 
that you will meet with ; but if you did but 
know the great hurry I have binin, and how 
lictle time I have had to fir compoſedly in my 
Study, you would readily pardon a great many 
of them : Yet this I can aſſure you, that had 
I not had an earneſt deſire to ſerve you with 
ſome other ſuch Candid, Ingenuous Perſons, 
I would not have loſt ſo many hours ſleep (ha- 
ving little other time tocommand) as I have 
bin forc'd to do, to put things in that order 
they are : At preſent I have nothing more to 
.add, but that I am 


Tours to Command, 
JOHN COLBATCH 
The 
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The CASE of 
Epmunpd Tuxxer Ef. 


N Monday Aug. 3o. about twelve a 
Clock at night, Madam Twrner came 
and told me that Mr. Tarner was very 

il ar my Lord Wharton's at Winchington, and 
deſired me, that I would immediatly get my 
ſelf ready, and go down to take care of him ; 
which accordingly I did, and got to Winching- 
ton the next day by one a Clock. When [I 
came, I found Dr. Fry of Oxford had bin 
there ſome time, and was then at Dinner ; foT 
went up to Mr. Tarver to inform my ſelf as 
nicely as I could of his Caſe ; after which T 
came down to Dinner, which being over, I 
deſir'd the DoQtor we might conſult what was 
proper to be done for the diſtreſſed Gentleman. 
But before I.take noticeof what paſſed between 
us, T ſhall exatly relate the Caſe, with the 
occafion of his Illneſs. 

On the Saturday night before, Mr. Turner, 
with two other Gentlemen, fat down to drink, 
and continued at it till ſeven or eight next 
morning (tho I cannot learn that the Quan- 
tities they drank wereextraordinary) at which 
time they all went to bed : the other two 


Gentlemen lay in bed the whole day, and ate 
nothing 
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nothing but Water-gruel ; but Mr. Turner got 
up in the Afternoon, and ate boil'd Mutton, 
with a great deal of ſtrong Broth with Muſh. 
rooms in it,and drank plentifully both of Wine 
and prodigious ſtrong Beer, and then went to 
bed again, and preſently fell aſleep ; but eatly 
next morning he awaked in the moſt dreadful 
condition imaginable, When I came to him, 
his.Circumſtances were as follow. 

He'had a violent Pleurily, and Per;pnen- 
mony upon him, as was plainly to be perccived 
by a moſt ſharp Pain in his left ſide, of which 
he greatly complained, anda prodigious Short- 
nels of Breath. He allo complained of a 
great Nauſea and Sicknels at his Stomach, and 
had a very high Fever, with a great Stupor 
and Dulneſs in his Head. | 

Dr. Fry had, ſome hours before I came, ſent 
a Preſcription to Mr. Wiliams an Apothecary 
at Ailsbury, of which I have here inſerted an 
cxaQt Copy. * 


For Mr. Turner, Auguſt 31. 1697. 
Þ Ol. ſem. Lin. vec. (ſine igne) extrati. 
i ſem. 
Sig. The Oll. 


Be Jr. Balſam. Tolat. unc. quatuor. 
Sig. the Balſamic Syrup. 
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Rt Antimonii Diaphoret. Corallit Rub. pp. 
Margarit. pp. ana dracm. duas. M. f. 

yul. in Chart. 12 equal. reponend. 

| Sig. the Pearl Pouders. 


Rr. Ag. Hhſſopi, Cichorei, ana unc. ſex; 
Limacum mag. Lumbricor. mag. ana 

unc. unam ſem. Cinnamom. Hord. unc. unan ; 
Hr. Capillor. Ven. Violar. ana dracm. ſex. M. 


« Tulap. | 
#1 Sig. the Julap. 


Bk Emp. de Cicut. cum Ammon. unc. duas ; 
FR Sem. Cumin. pul. unc. ſemis. 
Dr. Fry. 


He had alſo, about an hour before I came, 
takengway about ſeven Ounces of Blood, the 
ſame quantity having bin taken away (as 
[ am-informed) the day before by order of 
Dr. Wilſon, a Phyſician of the Neighborhood. 
[ told Dr. Fry I could not in conſcience agree 
to the uſe of the Medicins he preſcrib'd. The 
Nauſea at his Stomach was fo great, that I 
fear'd the Linſeed Oil would increaſe it to 
ſuch a degree as would be of ill conſequence ; 
and for the reftaceous Pouders, &c. they 
would excite the Hurry and Diſorder 1a his 
Blood to a greater degree, and increale - 
Ne 
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Inflammation of his Lungs, and I fear'd in: 


evitably ruin him. Heaskt me what Method 
T would propoſe ? To which I replied, that 
in my opinion, according to the laudable 
Cuſtom of the great Dr. Cole, he ought to 
loſe at leaſt twenty Ounces of Blood more, 
which would empty the Veſſels, and make 
room for rhe Blood to circulat thro the Lungs: 
That ar due Intervals he ſhould take a mode. 
rat quantity of Tartarum Vitriolatum and Cre 
mor Tartari, in a {poonful of Syrup of Vinegar, 
drinking afterwards a large Draught of PeQo- 
ral Decoftion, which would take off the Nas: 
ſeaar hisStomach, and promote ExpeQoration, 
and perhaps gently carry off the undigeſted 
Matter, which lay in his Stomach, by Stool: 
That he ſhould be allow'd moderatly cooling 
Liquors as oft as he deſir'd them, in every 
Draught of which he might take abour ten 
drops of dulcified Spirit of Nitre, which 
might help to take off the Inflammation of 
his Lungs, and calm his Blood : That he 
ſhould take a Spoonful of a mixture of PeRoral 
Syrups often, in which was contain'd a con- 
venient quantity of Oximel of Squills, which 
greatly promotes ExpeCtoration, - To take 
off the Stupor and Dulneſs in his Head, I pro- 
poſed a Cataplaſm of Muſtard, Horſe-Radiſh 
Roots, Rue, and Caſtor, to be applied tothe 
Bottoms of his Feet. 

To none of theſe things would the DoQtor 
comply, neither could I comply with his 
| | Methods; 
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Methods ; ſo after many long Debates, we at 
laſt agreed to go up ſeparatly to\Mr. Tarzer, 
and acquaint him, that we could not agree, 
and that he muſt diſcharge one of us. Dr. Fry 
went firſt, and when he came down I weat 
up; but for fear that things might be miſre- 
preſented, I would not goup, unleſs Mr. Wats 
(a man eminently known in this City) would 
go with me to hear what I ſaid. Mr. Wats 
was at firſt unwilling, but at laſt conſented. 
When I came up to Mr. Tarzer, I told him 
Dr. Fry and I could not agree, and therfore 
. oneof us muſt be diſcharged. TI likewiſe told 
him I had ſufficient reaſon to believe the Me- 
thod I had propoſed for him might retrieve 
him, but that Dr. Fry was more poſitive as to 
the ſucceſs of his than I would be of any Me- 
thod I could uſe in a much leſs dangerous Caſe 
than his, and therfore I thought it his moſt 
prudent Method to continue him : To which 
he made me no Anſwer, but defired me to go 
down again, and fee if we could not find a 
Method of Reconciliation, or words to that 
purpoſe. Upon which I went down, and 
told the Door what he ſaid. Afﬀeer a far- 
ther Debate, without any complance on ei- 
ther ſide, we agreed to ger Mr. Wats to go up 
and know who mult be diſcharged : when 
Mr. Wats came down, he brought us word 
that Mr. T#rner dc(lired to ſpeak with us both 
together; accordingly we went up, and when 
he ſaw us he delired we would not Rand upon 
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any little PunQtilios, and beg'd of us to give 
him a Vomit, becauſe afrer a Surfeit he was 
wont to take one, and it always reliev'd him. 
I readily.conſented to it, and propoled Oximel 
of Squills, withilarge quantities of Poſſer-drink 
(as Mr. Wats may well remember) and if that 
did not wcrk, to excite it with Salt of Vitriol : 
But to this neicher would Dr. Fry agree, but 
cloſely urged the uſe of the Medicins he had 
preſcribed, upon which Mr. Turner afſented 
to take them. I ſaid all chat Afternoon and 
the Night following, but had no hand in any 
thing that was done, I went up with Dr. Fry 
abour fix a Clock to ſee how he did, when his 
Pulſe ſecm'd to be fomwhat mended, it having 
bin extremely bad before. About ten (juſt 
tefore I went to bed) I went up again with 
the DoRtor to ſee how he was, but then I 
found a moſt Jamentable Pulſe, there being 
nothing but a little trembling Motion to be 
felt ; upon which I deſired the Doftor to walk 
out cf the Room a little, 'when TI told him 
that things looks vesy ill, for that his Fever 
was extremely high, his Breath very ſhort, 
and his Pulſe as before related, and that if he 
did not mend that Pulſe, he would drop his 
Patient. His anſwer was, that all was well 
enough : upon which I had nothing more to 
ſay, he not being my Patient. Next morning 
about ſeven a Clock I went again to ſee him, 
and found him much after the ſame-manger 
he had bin the Night before, but the —_ 
£0 
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told me he hop'd all would be well; fo I went 
to Breakfaſt ; and while I was at Breakfaſt, I 
told one of my Lord Whartor's Servants (to 
the beſt of my remembrance it was the Butler) 
what my appreheaſions of Mr. Turner were, 
and thac I ſaw no hopes of his Recovery. 
But Mr. Turxer being ſolely ungder Dr. Fry's 
Care, I did nor think fit ro ſtay any longer -ro 
neglect my Paticars ia Loxdoz, and do him no 
other ſervice than to go up now and then, and 
look at him : ſo away I came without raking 
my leave of him ; but before I went, I deſir'd 
the forementioned Servant, it Mr. Turner 
ſhovid inquire after me, and know I was gon, 
to acquaint him that I was unwilling to rake 
my leave for fear of diſturbing him. Of all 
that paſſed between the Servant and me, 
Mr. Turner's own Son was a Witneſs, and 
was much concern'd that his Father was not 
under my Care. As I was coming home, a- 
bout ſix mites on this fide Ailsbury I met Col, 
Cornwel going to ſee Mr. Turner, who ſent his 
Man to me to inquire how he was, I made 
anſwer, that I hop'd he was ſomwhat better, 
fearing if I had told him my real Seatiments, 
he would have prefſed .me to go back with 
him; and as things ſtood, I did not care to re- 
turn. By that time I had come about fix 
milesfarther, I met Madam Twurzer, to whom 
when ſhe askt me how Mr. Turzer did, upon 
the ſame conſiderations I made the ſame reply 
I had done to Col. C vans Aitter I was Bon, 
L1 F; 
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Dr. Fry preſcribed more Linſeed Oil, and a 
Pearl Cordial. 

About eight a Clock at Night, being Wed- 
neſday, I came home, and after I had made 
two or three Viſits, and eat my Supper, [I 
went to bed. I had not bin in bed half an 
hour, before Col. Corawel's Man knockt at 
the door, and deſir'd to ſpeak with me ; he 
told me Mr. Turner was much worſe than when 
T left him, that Dr. Fry was diſcharg'd, and 
he beg*d me to come down again to him ; for 
that he would take nothing more from any 
one, but what I ſhould direct. Upon which 
I got a Calaſh and. four Horſes as ſoon as I 
could, and went downagain, I came to Win- 
chingtos on Thurſday about twelve a Clock, 
and found the poor Gentleman in- che moſt 
profuſe Sweat imaginable, his Breath ſhort to 
the laſt degree, and almoſt no Pulſe art all : 
But the fPain in his Side was gon, which his 
Lady (who was then with him) and thoſe 
about him took for a good Sign. But I told 
them that his Shortneſs of Breath continuing, 
and his Pulſe being fo very low, it was rather 
a bad one, and that he was in a moſt deploc- 
rable condition ; and I appeal to every one of 
my Lord Whartos's Family, who askt me how 
he did, whether I once gave them the leaſt 
Incouragement to believe he would recover. 
The Shirt he had on. him was as wer as if 
diptin aRiver, and as cold as Ice, and ſo were 
both the Sheets ; therfore the firſt thing I did 
Was 
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was to free him from this cold wet Linen ; 
in order to which I got as large a Fire made in 
the next Room as the Chimny would bear ; I 
then ſet a Shirt and a pair of Sheets thar had 
bin before uſed, to be well air'd and heated : 
in the mean time his Lady and her Maid with 
hot Napkins rubb*Jd him, and made him as 
dry as they could ; after which with all che 
Caution imaginable, we put on a hot dry 
Shirt, and took away the cold wet Sheets, and 
put thoſe that we had well heated and air'd in 
their room. This matter, juſt as I have re- 
lated ir, I can have ſufficiently atteſted, tho ir 
be poſitively faid about Town, that I took 
him out of the Sweat, and put him on clcan 
Linen without airing it at all, He being pro- 
digiouſly thirſty, begg'd me to give him ſom- 
thing that might allay it 3 upon which I or- 
dered *em to make him a Mixture of four parts 
{mall Beer, one part White-wine, and ſome 
Juice of Lemons to make it graceful, and to 
{weeren ir with Loat-ſugar ; 'aud he being a 
great lover of Nutmeg, deived a little ot ir 
might be grated into it, which, conſidering 
the Stupidneſs in his Head, I agreed ro, Ot 
this Liquor I allowed him to driok as plentiful- 
ly as he pleaſed ; conſidering the Profuſeneſs 
of the Sweats he had had, I durſt not then 
venture to bleed him, tho his Fever was as 
violent as ever. But to the Apothecarics I 
preſcribed as follows. 
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For Mr. Turner Sept. 2d, 1697. 


BF Ocximel. fomp- unc. quatuor ; Aq. Lafis 

wnc. ſex; Cinnamomi fort. dracm. ſex. 

M.. f. Mixtura, cap. cochleare unum frequen- 
Ter. 


BR Oximel. Squillit. unc. du. 
Sig. Oximel of Squills. 


B Crem. Tart. unc. ſem. Tart. Vitriolat. 

aracm. unam; Sach. alb. unc. ſem. M. 

f- pul. in ſex chart. diſtrib. ex quibus cap. unam 

zertia quaque hord in cochlear. Syr. Aceti, ſuper- 
bibendo hauſt. Apozematis ſequentss. 


a gods os  .cJcco 


B: Fol. Hedere terreſt. Flor. Hypericon, 

ana M. unum ; Rad. Althee unc. duas ; 

Balſ. Tolutani dracm. unam ; Ag. Font. t6 tres: 

coquantur ad tertie partis conſumt. & coletar ; 

colature adde Oximel. ſimp. unc. duas, Sp. Nitri 
dul. gut. 30. M. 


Bt Op. Nitri dul. dracm. duas. 
Sg. dulcified Spirit of Nitre. 


I afterwards ſent a ſecond Preſcription, 
which was as follows. | 


B: Sem. Pſillit, Cydoniorum, ana unc. ſem. 
ponantur in Chart. ſeparatim. 
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I: Elefuarii Lenitivi unc.duas, Crem, T art. 
rune. ſem. DM. f. Ele. 


This laſt EleQuary was for Mr. Turner's Man, 
who had far up ſeveral nights, and complain'd 
of a great inward Heat and Coſtiveneſs ; bur 
" however, becaule it was inſerted in a Bill with 
Mr. Turner's Name to it, I thought it con- 
venient to take notice of it; tho it is no Poiſon, 
and if Mr. Turner had taken it himſelf, it 
would not have murder*d him, 

The forementioned things, with DireQtions, 
were taken as ordered; and as to thoſe, for 
rhe uſe of which there was no DireCtion given, 
I ſhall here give an account how they were 
taken, 

Once in about two hours I mixt half a ſpoon- 
ful of the Oximel of Squils in a ſmall quantity 
of the Apozem, and gave it him. Of the 
dulcified Spirit of N itre I gave him ten drops 
in almoſt every Draught of Liquor he drank. 
As for the Flea-Bean and Quince-ſeeds, I had 
one half of them boil'd in rwo Quarts of Water 
to the conſumption of one half; and of this 
mulaginous Decoftion I now and then gave 
him a good Draught, it being a great promoter 
of ExpeQoration. In the Houſe I got-made 
-up a Lambative of fine Sallet Oil and Syrup of 
Vinegar, and of this I ſomtimes gave him a 
Spoonful. But all I cqpld do avaiPd nothing ; 
I could by no artifice tak him expeCtorat in 

3 any 
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any quantity, only ſomtimes he would dif. 

charge a green putrid Matter. He continued 

ro be ſhort-brearh'd to extremity, his Fever no 

whit abated, his Pulſe low and irregular, 

and ſomtimes would totally intermit for two 

_ three ſeconds, with a Stupidnels in his 
cad. 


About nine a Clock he again broke out into 


a moſt profuſe Sweat, which I did by no 
means like, at which time laid me down up- 
ona Field Bed that was in the Room to ſleep, 
chooſing rather tolie ſo than go to bed, that I 
might be the more ready to be called upon 
occaſion ; but having travelled near ſixſ{core 
miles in three days, and bia two nights up» 
on the Road, I was very ſleepy. About ele- 
ven a Clock my Lord Wharton called Madam 
Turner inthe next Room to conſult about ſend- 
ing for Dr, Babo ; ſhe left his Man fitting upon 
the Bed by bim, I being faſt aſleep upon the 
Ficld Bed.*. While Madam Twancy was in the 
next Room with my Lord Wharton, Mr. Tur- 
ner in the midft of this profuſe Sweat leaps out 
of the Bed, and walkrt round it to the Cloſe» 
ftool without any thing but his Shirt upon 
him ; Madam Turner hearing ſome body walk 
- in the Room barefoor, run in to ſee what was 
the matter, and found him in this poſture; 
ſhe was immediatly followed; by my Lord 
Wharton and {ome others: as ſoon as ſhe came 
in, TIawak'd, and got up to help him into the 
Bed. When he was put into Bed he laid him- 
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ſelf in a Poſture, out of which he never moved 
till he died, which was within a very few 
hours. Whether this laſt getting our of the 
Bed was a ſhortning of his Life, I cannot be 
poſitive, but it is very probable it might. Ir 
15 to be obſerved that the Night before about 
eleven a Clock, he was in ſuch extreme Ago- 
nies, that every body thought he would have 
died then, at which time his Nails turned blu- 
iſh; but upon his recovering himſelf (which 
I believe was principally occalion'd by the 
ſight of his Lady, who juſt then came into 
him) his Nails never recovered their Color, 
but continued bluiſh till he died. Now the 
Nails not returning to their Color was as fatal 
a Symptom as could be. 

I am ſorry I have bin forced to rake up the 
Aſhes of the Dead ; bur I having ſoofren bin 
charged with no leſs than the Murder of this 
Gentleman, I am torc'd to write the Caſe in 
my ow? vindication. I am fure it-was as; 
much my Intereſt to preſerve Mr. Turner as 
any one Man in Ezgland, there not being one ' 
to whom I was more obliged than to him, who 
had done me many ſingular pieces of Service ; 
and I ampſure I would have gon as far, and 
done as much to have fſav'd his Life, as any 
Man could have done for his Friend. 

Before I conclude this Subjet, I ſhall pre» 
ſume to take notice of a thing that happen'd, 
which was a kind of Preludium to his Death ; 
and for ought I know the Thoughts of it might 

Ii 4 dejeat 
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deje& his Spirits, and have a fatal Influence 
upon him. 

About April laſt Mr. Gadbury came to him, 
and told him, My. Turner, you will die tn the 
Conntry this Summer of a Surfeit of Drinking. 
He receiv'd it with a Smile, and ſaid, 1 dre 
with Drinking, who am the ſobereſt Man in 
England ! that's impoſſible. In May he went 
to the Bath, but before he went he made his 
Will, and was obſerved to be more melancho- 
ly than uſual. He came back from rhe Bath 
very well, and told ſome of his Friends that 
Mr. Gadbury was deceiv'd. Some time after 
he went to Winchington, and juſt as he was 
going, one of his Friends bid him remember 
what Mr. Gadbury had ſaid, and beware of 
drinking : he ſaid he would, As ſoon as he 
was takenill (Iſuppoſe remembring Mr. Gad- 
bury's Words) he told his Son that he ſhould 
not recover. | 

[Poſtſcripe. «Whether Mr. Gadbury came to 

r. Turzer, or Mr. Turner went to him in 
diſguiſe, which is moit litely, I am not cer- 
tain ; but that Mr. Tzrner to:d ſeveral of his 
Friends that what I have related paſt, between 
him and Mr. Gadbery ; and that _ part of 
the Relation as to that matter, is true, I can 
F cog ſeveral perſons of undoubted reputa- 
on to teſtify.] 
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CASE IL 


Uly the 11th I was fent for to Mr. Davis, a 

Gentleman of a very conſiderable Eſtate 
near Lynn in Norfolk, who then lodged at 
Chelſey, He had a little before the Small Pox, 
and after that a malignant Fever, having bin 
under the Care of another Phyſician, who 
treated him afrer the common Method with 
Alkalies and Alexipharmics : but his Caſe 
was now ſo deplorable, that his Friends def. 
paif'd of his Recovery ; ſo the former Phy. 
ſician was diſcharged, and I was ſent for: 
when I came to him, I found his Caſe as 
follows. He had a violent Peripneumony, or 
Inflammation of his Lungs, his Breath be- 
ing conſtantly very ſhort ; but at ſome times 
he was ſo extraordinarily ſhort-breath'd, that 
his Friends were afraid he would be' ſtrangled. 
He had a Fever upon him to a moſt intenſe 
degree, a great Stupor and Dulneſs in his 
Head, a Nayſes at his Stomach, and his Pulſe 
very low and irregular, with a great Depreſ- 
ſion and Lowneſs of his Spirits. I preſcribed 
for him to Mr. Baxter, an Apothecary in St. 
Martins-lane, as follows. 


For 
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For Eſq; Davis, July the 1 1th 97. 


Be Cremor. Tartari dracm. tres ; Salis Pri- 
nellc dracm. duas ; Ol. Cinuamomi gut. 

duas ; Conf. Cynosbati un. unam ; Syr. 2 Rubro 
Ideo q. |. f. Ele. cap. quant. nucis moſcat.e large 
tertia quaque hora, ſuperbibendo hauſt. parvum 


Tulap. ſequentis, 
Be Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. Lattic Alex. ana 


unc. ſex; Vini rub. Gal. unc. quatuor ; 


Syr. e rubro Idzo unc. tres ; Ol. Sulphur. per camp. 


gut. xXx. M. f. Julep. 


Be Oyrup. Aceti unc. tres; de Roſis ſic. unc. 
unam. DM. f. Mixtura cap. cochleare 
unum in omni difficultate reſpiration. 


Bs Aq. Cinnamomi Hord, unc. quatuor ; 

Mirabilis, unc. unam ſemis; Syr. Gar- 
yioph. unc. ſemis ; Conf. Alkermes ſcrup. duos. 
M. f. Card. cap. cochlearia quatuor vel quingqae 
quendo ſpiritus languent. 


F 


Beſides the forementioned things, I order'd 
him to cat Lemon and Sugar very often, and 
to drink Lemonade in as plentiful quantities as 
he pleaſed. 

The next day I viſited him again; and found 
him much after the ſame manner he was the 
day before, only his difficulty of rn 
ecms 
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ſcemed to be ſomwhat abated ; the Water he 
made in the Night was of a perfe& Lead Co- 
lor, and his Pulſe was very low and irregular, 
and would ſomtimes totally intermit. The 
Blackneſs of his Water, and Irregularity of his 
Pulſe made me very doubtful of his Recovery. 
I then preſcribed the following Medicins. 


® Conf. Flor. Calendule,  Lujule, ana 
dracm. ſex; Conf. Alkermes dracm. u- 

vam ; Ol. Cinnamomi gut. tres; Ol. Sulphur. 
per Campan. gut. XV. Syr. Lujule q. [. f. Elet. 
cap. quant. nucis moſcate large quarts quique 


bor, ſuperbibendo hauſt. Julap. ſeq. 
tk Aq. Lally Alex. Cinnam. Hord. ans 


unc. decem ; Theriacalis unc. duas ; Syr. 
Lujule une. tres ; Ol. Sulp. per Camp. gut. xv. 


M. f. Julap. 


FR Ag. Cinnamomi Hord. unc. ſex ; Mira- 

bilis, Epidem. ana unc. unam ; Syr. Gar- 

rioph. dracm. ſex. M. f. Cardiacum, cap. coch- 
learia ſex in languoribus, 


The 134th I viſited him again ; his Pulſe 
continued low and irregular, his Urin very 
black, his Fever nothing abated, but he began 
to expeCtorat a little, at which I was well 
pleaſed. In the Night he was taken with a 
Looſneſs, which conſidering his long Illneſs - 
before, he was not well able to bear. I pre» 
(cribed as follows. - 
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Fs Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. Germ. Querc, an 


Unc. quatuor ; Epidem. unc. tres ; Mira. 
bilis unc. unam ; Theriacalis dracm. ſex ; Conf. 
de Hiacyn. drac unam ſem. Syr. Garrioph. dra. 
ſex. M.f. Julep. cap. cochlearia iv. vel v. fre 
quenter. 


Be Lupulor. man. unum; Paſſular. Corinth. 
Salis Marini, ana unc. quatuor ; Acrti 


acer. q. [.f. Cataplaſma Carpis applicand. 


Be Rad. Petaſitidis wnc. tres, Angelice Hil 

pan. wnc. ſem. Fol. Rute pug. duos; 

Ag. Font. lib. duas, Aceti aterrimi anc. ſex. 

Infunde claus? & calide in vaſe terreo vitreato 

per horas iv. & coletur, cap. unc. iv. quartd qui- 
que hora. 


The 14th 1 viſited him again ; his Looſnel; 
was quite ſtop'd, he ſpit prodigiouſly, upon 
which his-Shortneſs of Breath was almoſt to- 
tally gon ; his Fever was greatly abated, and 
his Pulſe extremely mended, and his Urin of 
a good Color, and well digeſted. I preſcri- 
bed as follows, and alſo order'd him to take 
liberally of his Mixture with Syrup of Vine- 
gar to promote his Spitting. 


B Ag. Laitis Alex. Cinnamomi Hord. ans 
* nc. decem , Vins ?.ubri unc. ſex ; Syr. Lujule 
wne.tres ; Ol. Sulphuris gut. xvii M. f. Julep. 
cap. hanſt. larg. ad libitum. 


The 


The Caſe of Mr. Davis. 493 


The 15th, 16th, and 17th, he continued to 
take the forementioned things, during which 
time he ſpit like one in a Salivation ; bur he 
continued very weak, and having. ſomthing 
of his Fever lurking within him, the 18h [ 
preſcribed the following Medicins. 


FR Conf. Calendulez, Lujule, enaunc. ſem ; 

Conf. de Hiacyntho dracm. duas ; Crem. 

Tart. dracm. tres ; Ol. Cinnamomi gut. duas ; 

01. Sulph. per Camp. gut. xv. Syr. Lujule q.ſ. 

f. Elett. cap. quant. nucis Caſtan. tertis quaque 
hors, ſuperbibendo hauſt. Apozematis ſequentis. 


Fe Rad. Eringit unc. duas ; Aq. Hordei lib. 
rres ; coguatur ad tertie partis conſum- 
tionem, &* coletur ; colature lib. unam ſem. adde 
Aq. Cinnamomi Hord. Vini Rubri, ana unc. 
quatuor ; Syr. Lujule anc. tres; Ol. Sulphar. per 
Camp. gut. xx. M. 


BR Ol. Vitriol. dul. per digeſt. fait. dracm. 
* duds, Cap. gut. ofto in omni hauſt. potus. 


He continued the uſe of theſe things, and in 

a weeks time his Fever was perfeQly gon ; he 
recovered Strength, and was wholly free from 
his Shortneſs of Breath, and all the other 
Symptoms he complain'd of. I then pre- 
{cribed the following Purge, which was re- 
peated two or three times at due diſtances, yr 
E 


494 The (aſe of Mr. Davis. 
he is now as hale and hearty a Man as any in 
England. 


fe Rezine Jalap. gr. decem; Antimonii 

Diaphoret. gr. xii. Crem. Tart. ſcrap. 

wnum ; Syr. Ball. q. ſ. f. Bolus, cap. primd mant 
cum regimine. 
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To the unknown 


DE COLBAT CH 


Upon his ſeveral 
Moſt Ingenious Trats in Pars1c, 
Eſpecially that of 
ALlKaALIiEs and Acips. 


Þ# YS IC for Ages paſt has grop'd her way 
In Paths of Darkneſs, without any Ray 
Ot certain Truth, and ſtill was going aſtray : 
When Colbatch roſe, who withreviving Light 
Diſpel'd the Clouds,and chas'd away the Night. 
By him th* important Secret is reveald, 
Thro Fraud and Ignorance fo long conceal'd. 
Nofordid hopes of Gain eer ſway'd his Mind, 
His only Aim's the Good of Human kind; 
Who firſt with Pains and Labor dug the Oar, 
Then freely gave us all che Golden Store. 
Name, 
Let Juggling Quacks, grown envious of thy 
Combine together to obſcure thy Fame ; 
Such are the Myit'ries which thou doſt unfold, 
They*l write thy Name in CharaQters of Gold: 
To Thee alone Mankind's indebted more, 
Than all the Doors that have gon before. 


7. C. junior. 
K k TO 
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TOTHE 


KEAD ER 


T Have in all my Writings taken Truth for m; 
Gride, which ts the Soul of an Undertaking, 
and a Duty that ought to be ſlipulated by e- 

very Writer, both with God and Map ; and thi: 
I may ſay, 1 have not wanted courage to ſpeak it, 
nor means to diſcern it. 

The oppoſition I have met with has bin almoſt 
aſupportable, Truth at its firſt appearance never 
wanting multitudes of Oppoſers ; but, thanks to 
God, the Eyes of the World begin to be open'd, 
and the new Doftrin I have advanced has gain'd 
ſo much ground, that few Authors in their own 
life time have ſcarce ſeen the like, This un 
worted and unexpected Incouragement that I have 
met with, has filld me with ſuch a ſenſe of Gra: 
iituge, that at prejent I am not able to expreſs 
it ; neither can | better manifeſt it, than by pro- 
fecuting the Work I have begun, with all the di- 
lizence and ina-jtry I am capable of, axd this I 
oblige my ſelf to do. 

Reaſon is the true Touchſtone by which we 
C117 ht IO EeXamin every chiag ; and according as 
any thing agrees or atſagrees with it, we ought tt- 
th:y to /mbrace or rejett its 1 remember that 
Prodizy of Nature, the Learned Mrs. Ann wah 
nard, 
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nard,did once in my hearing ſay, That Reaſon was 
that erernal Standard, which God Almighty, 
35 a Ray of his own Image, has impreſſed on 
Man, to the-eleQion or diſlike of whit may 
hurt or ſuccor him ; and where this is rais'd 
and improv'd, it makes him an Angel, but 
where ſunk and depreſs'd, a groveliny Brute. 
I do proteſt I never yet advanced any thing be- 
fore I had weigh'd it in the Balance of the beſt 
Reaſon that God has given me; and left Reaſon 
alone ſhould deceive me, and thereby [iffer me 
to impoſe upon the World, I have always join'd 
Experience to it ; ſo that both being combined to- 
gether, I could not well be deceived my ſelf, nor 
lead others into exror. And 1 am apt to be» 
lieve, that if People would but lay aſide their 
Prejudices, and conſult their Reaſon, I ſhould 
not have one Enemy. But to my no [mall prief, 
I have heard ſome Phyſicians of no orainary re+ 
putation, poſitively declare, That Authority, 
and not Reaſon, was what they depended upon. 
Of theſe men I have little hopes ; but ſince they 
won't hearken to my Reaſons, let them but inquirs 
into the ſucteſs of my Prattice ; and if they 
find by the means of Acids I am able to cure 
thoſe Diſtempers which are not to be cur'd by Al- 


kalies, I hope it will at laſt cure them of theif, 


Scepticiſm. 

From one Generation of Phyſicians to anothef 
it has conſtantly bin handed down, that the Gout 
was 4 Diſtemper not to be cur'd; and in ſpite of 
all the Noiſe the leſt Age has made about experi» 

K k 2 mental 
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mental Philoſophy, no man ever went out of the © 


common Road to try the Truth or Falſhood of thu 
Poſition. But now it evidently appears that the 
Gont is not ſuch a Fury, but may with eaſe be 
overcome by proper and powerful Acids; and there 
is ſcarce any part of England, but one or other 
can experimentally atteſt the truth of it. Now 
if it evidently appears that my Predeceſſors hate 
bin notoriouſly 12norant as to the Cauſe and Cure 
of ſo common a Diſtemper, it is not unreaſonable 
zo believe they have bin ſo in otber Caſes, nay it 
# moſt certain. they have : and there are many 
honeſt Gentlemen of the Faculty who are not 
aſpamed to acknowlege it, and that not only in 
words, but by the alteration of their Method of 
Prattice; tho there are another ſort, who with 
good ſucceſs have of late made uſe of Acids plen- 
tifully, and at the ſame time given me all manner 
of opprobrious Language : but I thank God I am 
out of their reach, and tho they perſiſt in their in- 
gratitude, I ſhall ſtill indeavor to ſerve them to the 
m#moſt. 

I know there are many who will read theſe Pa- 
pers with no other deſign than to find faults : but 
the Barking of theſe Critics will never diſturb me, 
becauſe I have undertaken nothing but with a de- 
fien to ſerve Mankind ; and I doubt. not, in ſpite 
of all the imper feftions to be met with, there are 
many Candid, Ingenuous men, who will make 4 
favorable a conſtruttion of this, as of my former 
Undertakings. And if ſuch are pleaſed, I care 
aot whit the enviou Critics ſay. 

JouNn COLBATCH. 
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A Relation of a wery ſudden 
and extraordinary Cure of a 
Perſon bitten by a Viper, by 
the means of Acids. 


N Saturday March the 26th, one 
Mr. Stringer a Chymiſt in Villers- 
ſtreet” York-buildings, was leeing a 


ColleQtion of Rarities that were ex- 
yos'd to public view in Stockſmarket ; among 
others there was a living Viper kept 1na Glaſs of 
Bran. The perſon who ſhew'd the ColleQion, 
upon ſome inducement or other, took the Vi- 
per out of the Glaſs ro ſhew Mr. S:ringer ; 
bur handling him more rudely than he ought, 
inrag'd the Viper, and he bit him by the Fin- 
ger; and from the place into which the 'Tooth 
entred, there iſſued forth a few drop» of Blood : 
it was juſt above the upper joint of the fore 
Finger where the Tooth entred. 

At firſt the man, whoſe name is Philipſon, 
made nothing of it, bur in a little time his 
Finger ſwel'd and pain'd him exczdingly ; up- 
on which, by ſome body's direCtion, a Hot Iron 
firſt, and afterwards Venice Treacle and Oil of 
Vipers were applied to the part ; but the ſymp- 
toms not abating, Mr. Stringer adviſed him ro 
ſeek out for further help : he perceiving Ms 
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Stringer had ſome knowlege of the matter, de- 
ſir'd his aſſiſtance ; upon which Mr. Stringer 
ſent to Mr. Francis Molt a Chymiſt for ſome 
Salt of Vipers; but Mr. Molt not being at 
home, and that not being to be had, he ſent to 
another place for ſome dulcified Spirit of Niter, 
a large quantity of which hegave him 1n Clarer, 
and with the reſt he embrocated his Finger 
and Hand, which at the preſent afforded him 
ſome relief, he being then in extreme Agonies, 
and had {uch a trembling in his Hand and Arm 
as is {carce conceivable. But in a little time 
the £1 mptoms returning, the dulcified Spirit 
of Niter not being powerful enough to over- 
come fo ſubtil a Poiſon, Mr. Stringer again 
preſt him to ſeek for further help : upon which 
he told Mr. Stringer he had a Brother in Pa! 
Mal, an Apothecary, ro whom he would ap- 
ply for advice : ſo Mr. Stringer and he weat to 
his Brother in a Coach. 

- When he got there, the Symptoms were {v 
aggravated, that his Brother was under great 
concern for him, and propos'd ſending for 
Dr. $loax and ſeveral others ; but Mr. Strin- 
ger mentioning me, he readily aſſented to take 
my advice : upon which they got into the 
Coach, and drove to Mr. S$/ringer*'s Houſe, 
by which time the man was grown ſo weak 
that he.could ſcarce ſtand. Afﬀeer they had 
gotten him into a Room, they ſent for me; 
but I not being at home, Mr. $7rixger ſent for 
Mr. Alexander Small a Surgeon in New Round 
Court, 
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Court, a young Man of great Honeſty and 
Induſtry, and one whom I frequently imploy. 
Mr. Small having never ſeen any thingy of 
the like nature before, was at a ſtand : he firit 
thought of ſcarifying the Finger, but when he 
conſidered that the Tumor had extended it {elf 
even to his Shoulder, in which he had very 
acute Pains, and from the other Symptoms 
that attended him, concluding the Poiſon had 
dilated it ſelf thro the whole maſs of Blood, he 
altered his firſt reſolution, and iniiead of ſca- 
rification made uſe of the following method, 
Before I give an account of which, 1 ſhall take 
notice of his circumltances, as rclited to me 
by Mr. Small, Mr. Stringer, and Mr. Philip- 
ſon Apothecary, the man's Brother. His 
Hand and Arm, as above ſaid, were extreme- 
ly ſwelPd and inflam'd, and full of pain ; but 
the pain in his Finger where the Bire was, 
and that in his Shoulder much exccded the 
pain in other parts: he had a great Giddi- - 
neſs, and Faintnels, inſomuch that he could 
ſcarce fit without being held in the Chair ; 
an extraordinary and violent Scrangury allo at- 
tended him, with cold ſweats, and great dil- 
orders in his Stomach and Bowels, and his 
Countenance turn'd extremely yellow, and 
he ſtretch'd out, almoſt, as dead. Mr. S:a/l 
and Mr. Stringer provided a.good quantity of 
my Elixir Vitrioli, an account of which and 
its preparation may be met with in the laft 
Edition of my Eſſay of Alkaly and Acid. 
Kk 4 With 
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With this Elixir Mr. Small embrocated the 
Fingers, Hand and Wriſt tor near half an hour 
togcther, and two or three times in the ſaid 
ſpace he dipp*d the end of the bitten Finger in 
plain Oil of Yzrrio/: 1n the interim he gave 
him two or three Drams or more of the E/zxir 
Vitrioli inwardly in a large quantity of water, 
when the man finding a great propenſity to 
vomit, Mr. Small adviſed him to pur his Fin- 
ger in his Throat and help it forwards ; after 
he had vomited plentifully, Mr. Small plied 
him afreſh with the Elixir YVitriols in water : 
the quantity he took after his vomiting Mr. 
Small gueſſes to be near, if not quite, half an 
CUNce. 

In leſs than half an hour after Mr. Small 
came to him, all the Symptoms, except the 
ſwelling of his Hand and Arm, which was 
ſenſibly lefſen'd, were totally vaniſhed, and he 
able to wa!k from York-bnildings to the Grecian 
Coffce-houſe in Eſſex-buildings, to find me our 
for further direions in the Matter. Now 
the violence of the Symptoms being abated 
and gon, I preſcrib'd him more temperat 
Acids than thoſe he had before taken, and 
that had bin applied to the affefted parts, 


lj» Fol. Rute contuſ. manip. duos; Rad. 
Angelice Hiſpan. pul. unc. duas; Micar. 

Pani albi unc. quatuor ; Aceti acerrimi lib. duas : 
coquaniuy ad debitam conſiſtentiam, cui adde 


Ol. Scorpion. unc. duas, M.f. Cataplaſms. 
= 
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BR Elix. Vitriolt dracm. duas ; Sp. Vins 
Ref. unc. duas. M.f. Mixtura. 


Bt Fol. Rute manip. unum ; Rad. Serpen- 
tarie Virgin. dracm. ſex; Angel. Hiſ- 
pen. unc. unam;, Petaſitidis unc. unam ſemis ; 
Vint albi, Aceti acerrimi, ana lib. unam. In- 
funde calide per horam, & coletur. 
Sg. the Infuſion. 


B Ol. Vitriols dul. per digeſt. fat. unc. 


ſemis. 
Sig. Dulcified Oil of 
Vitriol, 


I order'd the man to go to his Lodging, 
which was in Black Friers; and becauſe his 
Brother could not get the foremention'd things 
rzady under three or four hours, I adviſed him 
as ſoon as he came home, to take three ounces 
of Treacle Water, (in my opinion one of the 
beſt Medicins in the Londox Diſpenſatory) and 
as ſoon as he had taken ir, to go to bed. 

I order'd the Catap/aſm ſhould be applicd 
warm to the Hand and Arm as far as the fwel- 


ling reach'd every fix hours; and before ap- 
plying the Cataplaſm, that the parts ſhould be 
well embrocated with the Mixture. 

Of the Infuſion he rook four Ounces every 
four hours. 


When- 


\h—_ A M.A. ST” 


506 The Cure of a Perſon 


Whenever he was thirſty, I adviſed him to 
take twenty Drops of the dulcified Oil of Vi- 
triol in a draught of White Wine and Water. 

On Sunday morning about eleven a Clock 
I went to vilit him, and when I came to his 
Lodgings, I found Dr. Sloax with him ; the 
DoCtor ſaid the Method that had bin uſed was 
new, but that the Man was in a very good 
condition, and' out of all danger. He had 
ſlept well the whole night, and was not 
in the leaſt feveriſh, neither had he any dil- 
order upon him, only a very {mall pain in his 
Finger, the ſwelling of his Hand and Arm 
being greatly abated. 

I orderd the continuing of his former me- 
thod, which I had no reaſon to vary. But 
Dr. Sloan propoſed, that if his Infuſion ſhould 
make him puke, as it once had done, then in- 
ſtead of ir, he ſhould at the ſame intervals 
take half a dram of Virginian Snake-Root in 
pouder, drinking afterwards two or three 
ounces of Treacle-water, ſweetned with Syrup 
of Gilliflowers ; which I conſented to, it no 
way thwarting the Methods before taken. 

At night I viſited him again, and found him 
as brisk and well as if nothing had aid him; 
the Infuſion had not diſagreed with him, and 
therfore he took not the Pouder of Snake-Root : 
but I mix'd the Treacle-water and Syrup of 
Gilliflowers with the remaining part of the In- 
fuſion, and order'd him to take four ounces of 
it morning and eveningonly, ſo long as it Row 
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The next day I viſited him again, when I 
found him up and eating his Dinner very hear- 
tily. I then order'd him tocontinue the uſe 
of the Cataplaſm ſo long as he found the leaft 
ſwelling in any part, and then diſmiſſed him 
from my care, there being not any need of my 
further attendance. | 

A ſmall ſwelling of his Finger continued 
for ſome time after, but without trouble or 

ain. 

, T believe I may without vanity fay, that 
conſidering the ſymptoms attending this man, 
which were as ſevere as poſſible, and that he 
{urviv'd, there has not bin.a more extraordi 
nary Cure wrought; nor ſuch Symptoms, 
raiſed upon the like occaſion, ever taken off 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace. 

Now did the poiſon of Vipers conſiſt in a 
Volatil Acid, as ſome would make us believe, 
how is it conceivable that theſe dreadful Symp- 
toms could be ſo ſoon taken off, by giving 
more Acids, and that in ſo extravagant a 
quantity as they were at firſt given by Mr. 
Stringer and Mr. Small? Nay, had the Poiſon 
bin an Acid, it is very reaſonable to believe, 
that the more Acids they had given him, the 
more his Symptoms would have bin aggra- 
vated. Wheras, on the contrary, it plainly 
appears, that by the repeated large quantities 
they gave him, the Symptoms were ſo ſoon 
abared, that it is almoſt paſt belief. 
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I cannot but obſerve, that in the ſtrange re- 
lation Dr. S:abbs gives of the ſevere Symptoms 
attending the man at Warwick that was bitten 
by an Adder, the only thing that fſav*d his 
life, was the Mixtura ſimplex that was given 
him, which 1s a moſt noble Acid : bur this 
man had not the Mixturs ſimplex given him 
in ſuch quantities, or in any proportion to the 
Acids Mr. Philipſon took ; nor was his Cure {6 
expeditious or ſs eaſy, as may be ſeen in Dr. 
Stubbs's Relation. 

The hot Iron was as uſeleſs in this, as in 
that Caſe; and I am apt to believe never dos 
any ſervice at all, unleſs applied at the very 
inflant the Bite is received, 

Mr. Philipſon ſuck*d his Finger as ſoon as he 
was bit, and to that a certain Phyſician attri- 
butes a great deal, and ſays it help'd to expe- 
dite the Cure. Wheras there are ſeveral Au- 
thors of undoubted credit, who have given 
Relations of perſons that have died by fo do- 
ing; and if this man had ſuck*d out any great 
quantity of the Poiſon with his mouth, how 
came the whole Hand and Arm to be immec- 
diatly affeQed in ſo dreadful a manner ? 

Lemery in his Courſe of Chymiſtry dos con- 
feſs, that the Viper abounds more with volaril 
Alkalious Salts, than moſt other Creatures, 
and aſſigns a very good reaſon for it, viz. the 
extraordinary cloſeneſs of the cutaneous Pores, 
which makes them not perſpire ſo freely as 
other Creatures. Nay he confeſſes, that their 
| Poiſon 
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Poiſon conſiſts in the emiſſion of a very great 
quantity of Volatil Salts, at the time of their 
being inrag'd or anger'd ; but then to ſquare 
himſelf with the vulgar Opinion, he tells us, 
chat theſe volaril Alkalious Salts are inſtanta- 
neouſly, at the time of their emiſſion, during 
the Vipers ſhort rage, turned into Acids of the 
moſt volatil nature : Fhis is ſuch Jargon that 
nothing can be imagined like ir. The tranſ- 
mutation of Metals (even to thoſe who are 
the greateſt enemies to it) is a mere jeſt to 
it, 
If we look into Moſes Charra his account of 
the German that was bit at his houſe, after all 
the pother he makes about his volatil Salt of 
Vipers, the Cure of that man was not per- 
form'd without a great deal of hazard and 
trouble, and the intermixture of many other 
Medicins, beſides that of the volaril Salt, e- 
ven Acids, as Treacle-water, and ſlices of Ci- 
trons with Sugar ; but theſe Acids could not 
ſo effeQually operat, as otherwile, it's probable, 
they would have done, becauſe obtunded by 
the Volatil Salr ſo frequently given him. Bur 
Hoffman in his Claus Pharmacent. Schroderi, 
pag. 45, & 46. (as I have elſewhere oblerved) 
wholly attributes the Cure of this man to the 
Juice of Citrons, after all other things had 
proved ineffeQuual ; and ridicules Charras for 
feigning the Poiſon to be an Acid: For it 
this were ſo, ſays Hoffman, how could the 
Juice of Citrons, which is an Acid, afford the 
Paticac any relic ? I 
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I ſhall concliide this ſuhjeQ with one Obſer- 
vation, viz. That Phyſiciavs gec more repu- 
tation by keeping their Patients a long time 
in hand, and in continual danger of their lives, 
than by quick and expedirious Cures. As for 
inſtance : 

One Phyſician has a Patient ſick of a Fever; 
he takes ſuch a method that his Patient lies a 
month in continual danger and hazard, but at 
laſt recoyers and gets abroad: he then pro- 
claims toall the Miraculouſneſs of the Reco- 
very, and the Danger he was in; upon which 
inquiry is made who was the Phyſician? he 
immediatly replies, the famous Door ſuch a 
one ; and if he be a Perſon of any Note, the 
Phyſician's work is done. 

Another Phyſician has a Patient with the 
very ſame Fever ; this Phyſician takes care to 
obviat all Symptoms, and his Patient is a- 
broad in eight or ten days, and perhaps has 
never bin in the leaſt hazard of his Life. He, 
inſtead of magnifying the skill of his Phyi- 
Cian, tells his Friends, my Phyſician fays I 
have had a Fever, ſuch as my Neighbor ſuch a 
one had, but I believe he is miſtaken, mine 
could be no more than a Cold, which would 
have gon off had I done nothing art all ; and 
this is frequently the Reward that honeſt men 
meet with, And I doubt not but the ſame re- 
fletions will be made upon Mr. Philipſon's 
Cure, viz, that he would have bin well 1a the 
ſame time, had nothiog at all bia done to him. 
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Several Phyſicians have publicly faid, that a 
prick with a Needle, or the point of a Lancet 
in ſome parts, would occaſion as dreadful 
Symptoms as this man had. Suppoſing this 
true, I believe every body will allow that the 
raking off ſuch Symptoms in ſo ſmall a time, 
let the occaſion of 'em be what it will, is 
not ordinarily ſeen; and Dr. G. with the 
prick of a Lancet only, was hurried away in- 
ro another World, who yet was as likely to 
make the foremention'd ObjeCtion, to under- 
value any thing done either by me, or upon the 
Baſis of my Hypotheſis, as any one now living. 

I will not pretend to juſtify Mr. S:ringer's 
conduQ in many things ; bur he being greatly 
concern'd in the firſt and moſt material part 
of what was done for Mr. Philipſon in order to 
his Cure, I- could not in juſtice bur make uſe 
of his Name as hedeſerv'd. But for Mr. Small 
the Surgeon, he is of an unblemiſh'd Repura- 
tion, and ,as hopeful a young Man as any of 
his Profeſſion, whoſe Teſtimony alone is ſuf- 
ficient upon ſuch an occalion ; bur the Teſti- 
monies of Mr. Philipſon the Apothecary and 
the man himſelf being join'd to his, makes 
the matter of fact unqueſtionable. 
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Remar xs upon Dr. Tuthill's 
Vindication of his ObjeQions 
againſt my Hypotheſis. 


Worthy Sir, 
\ OU are the only fair AntaponiſtI ever 


had to do with, and therfore I ought 
to treat you with all the tenderneſs 
and reſpe&t imaginable. You cannot but be 
ſenſible that I walk in an unbeaten Path ; for 
which reaſon if now and then I am out of my 
way, I am the more excuſable. It's true, 
ſome few other Phyſicians have heretofore uſed 
Acids in the cure of ſeveral Diſtempers ; and 
the friendly correſpondence I have had with 
ſome of them has bin of great uſe to me : but 
the aſſiſtance I have had from them as to the 
eſtabliſhing of my Principles, has bin very 
inconſiderable. If I have made any falſe 
ſteps, none of them are obliged to anſwer for 
me; andit I have madeany good ones (which 
T cannot forbear flattering my ſelf that I have) 
it is owing to my own labor and induſtry ; and 
tho I was not bred up at the Univerſity, yet 
T have taken as much true pains to inform my 
ſelf in all che Parts of Phylic, as perhaps any 
man ever did. A 
ct 
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Let an Hypotheſis be laid down with all 
the caution and care in the World, and eſta- 
bliſh'd upon never ſo certain a Foundation, 
there will be (till ſome room left for men to 
objet; and he that will ſpend his time in 
anſwering all trifting Objettions againſt a 
thing that is new, muſt lead hur an uneaſy 
life. Yet, Sir, I do not mention this in rela« 
tion to you ; what Objeftions you have raiſed 
have ſeeming weight in thein, and therfore I 
have taken the rrouble to clear my ſelf of *tm 
as well as I can. 

Ino where tell you, that I have faid all that 
may be ſaid on behalf of my new Hypotheſis, 
this requiring ſeveral years ro perform. Bur 
have already ſaid fo much, that I think I may 
boldly declare, tis the beſt and cleareſt Hy po- 
theſis in Phyſic now extant, and that upon the 
foundation of it a man may with greater cer- 
tainty attempt the Cure of moſt Diſcaſes, 
than upon any other yer made public, 

The preſent buſineſs of my Profeſſion, to- 
gether with another Work I am ingag'd in, 
viz. A general Treatiſe of Fewvers, dos (© cake 
up my time, thar I cannot make any large Re- 
marks upon your further ObjeQions; and were 
it not that I am o—_ ro ler the World ſee 
I have a greater eſteem for you than for thoſe 
Scoundrels that have hifherto appear'd in Print 
apainſt me, for the preſent I ſhould have bin 
fileat. For I muſt aſſure you, I do not think 
my Hypothelis at all ſhaken by what you have 
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now faid, there being little or nothing more 
than was contain'd in your firſt ObjeQions, 
However I ſhall tranſcribe your freſh Oh- 
zeions in the order I tind *em, and make- my 
Remarks in the ſame manner. 

Reply. If you pleaſe ih compare the Alkalin 
Spirit that you extratted from the Conſumptive 
Man's Blood, with that which the healthy Blood 
afforded, you'l find no great diſproportion, «ſpe- 
cially if you conſider the Capurt mortuum of the 
ſound Blood. For you ſay that it being broken 
into ſmall Atoms, each Atom appear'd to be (» 
many little Bodies of Fire in your Microſcope. 
That there is not the leaſt ſpark of Fire in the 
Blood, 1 ſhall indeavor to prove anon ; wherfore 
'tis not irrational to ſuppoſe that thoſe lucid 
Atoms were of the Family of Salts: And if 
Salts, then Alkalin, according to the Rules of 
your own Hypotheſis. But then (you reply) the 
T abid Blood would have yielded much more Al- 
hkaly, had not the great quantity of luxuriant 
Alkaly bin thrown upon the Lungs, Methinks 
this looks a little flrange : For if you remember, 
the Conſumptive Perſon did ſweat prodigionſh. 
Now you make Sweat to be nothing but an excre- 
mentitious Alkaly. If this Alkaly then was 
carried off in ſuch quantities, it could not well «- 
bound ſo much in the Lungs. | 

Remark. Thus Objection or Reply to my 
Anſwer is a tolerably good one, and not with- 
out ſome ſeeming weight; yer is what I can 
ealily clear my felt from. For, 
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Firſt, T have before taken notice of the (m4!l 
diſproportion berweea the two 'peoples Bloud, 
and have afſign'd one very goorl reaſon tor it ; 
but according to your wonred Candor, you 
have furniſh'd me with a ſecond, 2ud that is 
the profuſencſs of the Sweats. Now it afrer 
theſe two great diſcharges of cxcrementitious 
Aikaly by tweating and ſpitring, the Bloyd ac 
laſt abounds wich any quantity of Alkaly 
more than that of a ſound perſun, it is, 1 
think, very reaſonable ro ſuppoſe, that the 
Blood*s being at firlt overcharg'd with Alzaly 
was the cauſe of the Diſtemper ; and in many 
Conſumptive Caſes it is uſual for the Patiear to 
{pit perte&t Chalk, and that io great quan- 
tities. Now if the Blood were overcharged 
with Acids in Cooſumptions, the whole M [s 
paſſing ſo frequently chro the Lungs, could 
not fail of being ſweetned by this Chalky Al- 
kaly. But on the contrary, I chink u very 
plain, that the Tone of the Lungs being 
ſpoil'd, and the Blood ahounding with Aikaly, 
2 part of this ſuperabundane Aikaly is rbrown 
upon them, and cauſes all rhe havock that 1s 
made by this Tyrannical Diſtemper : and this 
being a Diſtempet of which molt of my Prede- 
ceſlors have died, and I my elf am apprehen- 
ſive, has made me not a little inquilittve into 
its Nature and Cauſe. 

Secondly, That you might load the Blood 
of the healthy perſon with more Alkaly than 
I take notice of, you pretend from my Hypo- 
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theſis, tho without reaſon, to afſign the cauſe 
of the Lucidneſs of the Atoms of the Caput 
mortuum, from its abounging with Alkalious 
Salts. Now I can aſſure you, that the whole 
quantity of Coput mortuum which that Blood 
produced, would ſcarce afford one grain of 
Salt of any kind. But ſuppoſing it to contain 
only the fourth part of a grain of Phoſphorus, 
this would diffuſe it ſelf thro the whole, and 
make it lucid. The Phoſphorus is a true Ani- 
mal Fire, and may be extrated ſrom all Ani- 
mal Subſtances; and if it did not exift-in them, 
how could it be extralted from them? And 
that the Phoſphorus is an AcidoſulphureousSub- 
ſtance, is to te demonſtrated without diffi- 
culty. And I have plainly told you, that 
the on of Animal Fires is a ſulphureous 
Acid, | 

Your ſecond and third Replies I ſhall not 
meddle with, becauſe you. either grant me 
what TI have ſaid, or elſe procede upon mere 
ſuppoſitions, of which I can take no notice. 

But here you fall upon me again without 
that order I could wiſh, firſt with ry 4h 
and then Firſt and Secondly again, and ſoon. 
Of this I ſhall rake no notice, but go on from 
your firſt Reply to the Second, Third and 
Fourth, &*c. in their order, and mark the 
pages in the Margin. 


Reply. 
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Rep!y. You ſay, That in page 
the 67thof my Anſwer, I know not 
what to make of your warm Particles. And by 
way of Reply you ſay, you mean Alkalions Par- 
ticles, ſuch as you believe the Blood abounds wth 
in ſome Fevers, and in which you grant Acids 
are of uſe... But yer (lay you) I cannot agree 
with your notion of Fevers. 

A Fever (av you pag. 68.) procedes {rom 4 
Conſtipation of ſome of the Emunttories, ſo that 
the excrementitions Alkaly, which ſhould be car 
ried off by them, u detained in the Blood, which 
by breaking its Globules, &*. This Doftrin dos 
not ſeem at all to correſpond with your Prattice. 
For Spirit of Vitriol, and other Acids which 
are very ſtiptic, the uſe of which you applaud in 
Fevers. ſhould methinks conſtipate the Pores 
more cloſely; and then they being of a wery 
fixing nature, ſhould fetter or retain thoſe ex- 
crementitious Alkalies. Again, if Fevers are 
occaſion'd only by a detention of theſe Alkalies, it 
. muſt follow, that whenever they have free vent, 
the Fever muſt abate. But the contrary has bin 
ſomtimes experienced, where the Patient has 
ſweated wery liberally, and yet died at laſt, If 
this will not ſerve the turn, I hope to make it 
appear anon, that Alkalies are not capable of 
breaking the Globules, and making ſuch « buſtle 
in the Blood. But I cannot but ſpeak one word 
or two in their defence before I go any further. 
I am very apt to think, that in ſome Fevers, e- 
ſpecially Peſtilential and Malignant, the Spirits 
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are primarily affetted, according to the Hypotheſis 
of the Ingeniow Dr. Morton, witneſs thoſe 
Symptoms which attend the Nervolum Genus 
immeatatly upon the firſt ſeizure. But you muſt 
wot ad u1t of this notion, from the foil which 
gou an [t lodg in the Blood, and thence be commus- 
nicatea to the Spirits. Well, let it be ſo, I will 
not di[pute it: the difficulty on your ſide will be 
greas ſtill, For tho I ſhall readily grant the 
Globules to be broken in the aforeſaid Fevers ; 
yet "twill be a hard matter to convitt Alkalies of 
thoſe tragical diſorders. For firſt, experience 
(hcws that nothing u more proper in thoſe Caſes 
Mal:gaant (I ſhall adventure to uſe the term, 


notwithſlanding it has bin ſo ſcouted of late) 


then Pul. e Chclis, Rad. Serpentar. zay, Sp. 
C.C. it ſelf, given in a proper Vehicle. But 
(econaly, nothing dos ſo readily diſſolve the maſs 
of Blood, or ſeparat its Principles as Acids, which 
T ſhall prove by and by, when I come to ſpeak 
ſomthing of Dropſies. But this long diſcourſe 
of the heat of the Blood, dos natarally lead me 
ro conſider ſomwhat of its Flame. 

Remark. I ſtill affirm chat Fevers in general 
precede trom a conſtipation of the EmunCQto- 
ries, Now i mean by Emunitories, thoſe parts 
which are only deſigned and provided by Na- 
ture'tor the ſeparation of the Excrements from 
the Blood ; and whenever they are ſo diſorder- 
ed as not to be able to perform, that office, 
there muſt either a Fever, or ſome other great 
diſorder follow. And that this DoQrin qua- 
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drats with my PraQtice, 1s very plain. For 
whenever theſc EmunQtories are over-relax'd, 
they cannot ſqueeze out the excrementitious 
Particles in ſufficient quantities, and ſo they 
return back again into the Bloud, and cauſe 
Fevers, or ſome other diſorder; and of con- 
{equence Spirit of Yitriol, or ſume fuch kind 
ot Stiptic 1s the only proper remedy to tzke 
off tis diſorder, But to knock this maiter 
on the head, you fay that in many Fevers the 
Patient {weats ſo much, that it has coſt him 
his life. This I will readily grant you, bur 
the Sweats you mean are certaiuly ſuch. as we 
call collignative ones ; in which caſes the-Emun- 
Qories arc ſo overmuch relax'd, that they can» 
not bear a congeltion at all, and fo there is no 
ſuch thing as a ſecretion, but th: Juices good 
and bad are all let out together ; and unleſs they 
can be prevented by proper Stiptics, which 
will pur Nature into her right courſe, the 
whole Fabric mult ſuon be deſtr.y?d. Ard it 
izallo ro be ob{crved, that in ſuch Fevers the 
heat dos ſcarce excede that of the vacural tem- 
per, the Pulſe being alſo exceding low. In 
the latter part of this Reply you alcogecher go 
upon ſuppoſitions, wirhour the leaſt kind of 
demonſtration, and fo ir is ſcarce worth taking 
notice: but however to manifeſt my reſpect, I 
ſhall go on with it. As for what you mean 
by the Spirits being primarily affeQed in Pel- 
tilential and Malignant Fevers (all deference 
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Greek to me: For by my own experience (to 
uſe your terms) in ſuch caſes [ have found the 
Blood fo full of ſoil, that from thence I ſtick 
not to account for all the depreſſion of Spirits, 
and other nervous Symptoms that attend thoſe 
Fevers. Arn! for a Fever of the Spirits purely, 
a very late Aurhor bas ſufficiencly exploded 
that matrer. Andin my own PraQtice, with- 
in the ſpace of a twelve month; I have bin 
concern'd with three Perſons (and thanks to 
God I have ſeen no more) that have had the 
true Peſtilence or Plague; the Blood of all 
which I have ſeen, and indeed it has rather 
deſerved the name of, Soil than Blood, they 
being ſach maſles of Putrelaginous Subſtance, 
as no man could without horror behuld ; and 
(by Divine aſffiſtance) two of theſe perſons 
I reco\er'd by the means of Acids, and believe 
I might have done the ſame by the third, had 
T bin call'd in time. As for what you ſpeak of 
your Experience as to the efficacy of Pulvi ? 
Chelis, and Sp. C.C. *tis a mere trifle; for it 
ever 2ny thing was done after the exhibition 
of them, Nature her ſelf delerv'd rhe whole 
honor, nothing in the 1ca being to be at- 
tributed to the Medicins, as may demonſtrably 
be made appear, and to pleaſe you I ſhall in- 
deavor to du, Bur by the way I beg of you 
not to rank the Rad. Serpertarie with the Pul. 
e Chelis and Sp. C. C. for the Rad Serp. belongs 
to me, It being a moſt nc ic 1ulphureous Acid 


invelop'd ; and that it is fo, I will be obliged 
ro 
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to maintain. Bur to return, I do boldly af- 
ſert, that in no Fevers I ever yet met with, ei- 
ther benign or malign, could I obſerve the Pa- 
tient to be in the leaſt ſenſible of any Acidity 
in the Stomach or Mouth, bur generally thoſe 
parts have bin clog d with a Matter that looks 
ſo like Alkaly, that if ic be nor the very ſame, 
I am ſure *%is no kin to the Crab-Tree. Now 
ſuppoſe: it to be Alkaly, as cis plain ir is, 
what can the Pul. > Chelss, which is a ftixt Ab 
kaly, or the Sp. C.C. which is a volatil one, 
do to remove it ? The Pul. e Chels, or any 
Medicins of that Tribe, I mean of the Tefta- 
ces, for want of an Acid to diſſolve them, 
muſt lie upon the Sromach, and by clogging 
that, cannot fail of doing much-miſchict tothe 
whole Body. As for Sp. C.C. or anv Medi- 
cins of that kind, I ſee no reaton for the exhi- 
hirion of them, becauſe it is clearly manifelt, 
that the Blood of feveriſh People is always 
over-clog'd with particles of the fame nature, 
viz. volatil Alkalious Salts. Bur inſtead of 
the Teffacea and volaril Salts, if you uſe any 
of the following fort of Medicins, I am apt 
to believe your PraQtice in Malignant Fevers 
will be more ſucceſsful than ir has hitherto bin, 
viz, ſuch as Aq. Theriacalis in large quantiries, 
Mixture Simplex. Elix. Vitrioli N'* an Infu- 
fion of Virginian Snake-Root, &c. in Vinegar, 
@c. but here | have not room to expatiat. 
By the uſe of theſe Medicins you may raiſe 
the Pulſe, and fortify the deprav'd and paul'd 
Stomach, 
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Stomach, promote due and regular Secretions, 
and change the malignant colliquative ſymp- 
romatic Sweats into benign and critical ones, 
Bur this 1s not a place for me to inlarge upon 
the method of the Cure of Fevers, that being 
reſerv'd for a particular Tra by it ſelf ; which 
with other things I have promiſed, ſhall appear 
abroad as ſoon as poſſible. 

As for what you here ſay in relation to A- 
cids 'diffolving the Blood, I ſhall now take no 
notice of it, becauſe you handle that matter 
more largely in another place. - 

Reply. And bere the Life of Man you take to 


be a Fire or Flame ; and all we eat and drink, to- © 


gether with the Air we draw in, to be Fuel for 
this Flame. The chief Arguments you bring to 
confirm this Dottrin, are taken from the Excre- 
ments of this Flame and its Fuel. The Excre- 
ments are Alkalies, which are near of kin to 
Aſhes, the Relitts of other Flames : And for its 
Pabulum, 'tis Acid and Sulphur, the common 
Pabulum of all Flames. Here I muſt confeſs 
you talk very ingeniouſly, and highly improve the 
Notions of that great Philoſopher. But let us 
examin this Hypotheſis a little. As for Alkalies, 
I confeſs they are ws ſame nature with Alhes 
and Soot : Tet it dos not follow, that becauſe 
Alkalies are found in the Blood, there muſt be 4 
Flame too. We extraft Alkaly out of ſeveral 
Herbs : *Tis true, the Herbs muſt be calcin'd 
firſt. But certainly the Salt was pre-exiſtent in 
the Herb before the Calcination, or elſe the Fire 


pro- 


Dr. Tuthil's Ymdication. $523 
roduc'd it de novo, which you will by no means 
admit, The Inference then is plain. I will zot 
adventure to ſay. any thing of Crabs-Claws, 
Oiſter-Shells, &c. leſt you ſhould make them the 
Recrements of a vital Flame. Come we next to 
the Pabulum, and that is Acid and Sulphur. 
That Bodres in which Sulphur ts predominant, are 
inflammable, no body queſtions : But that ſuch 
in which Acid is the chief | Ingredient ſhould burn, 
looks like « Paradox. To inſtance in a few: 
Acer. Spirit of Vitriol. Suc, Limon. &c. are 
ſo far from promoting Flame, that they immedi- 
atly quench it : And indeed I know but one Acid 
in Nature which i inflammable, and that is Ni- 
ter. But then thi Vital Flame is not of anatare 
with Culinary Flames. Aniwer, Since the Pa= 
buium is the ſame, methinks the Flame ſhould 
be ſo too. Again, iho you ſpeak ſo much of this 
Vital Flame, yet you do not, as | remember, 
much care to fix the place of its exiſtence. 1 
ſuppoſe it muſt be in the Blood, if any where. 
Now tis very hard to ſuppoſe a Flame in that 
Body, of which no part 1s inflammable. If you 
open a Vein, and the Blood ſpouts out reeking hot 
on the Fire, it will immeatatly quench it. So 
that methinks, theſe Notions ſeem to be a little 
too finely ſpun. Acid and Sulphur do ſupport 
human Life ; Men live upon Coals, Brimſtone, 
&c. in which there is ſtore of Acid and Sulphur. 
That we cannot ſubſiſt without Air is evident : 
For tho there is no Fire in the Blood, there is 
Motion undoubtedly. Now the Nitro-acreal _ 
Ficles 
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ticles give 4 freſh Fermentation (or Motion) to 
it, and free it from Coagulation. If you are 
not ſatisfied with this, conſult the Ingenious 
Dy. Mayo. But then the Blood has heat and 
warmth; and theſe are the Properties of Fire. 
Anſw. May they not be excited by its Motion ? 
No (youreply) we are much warmer in Bed when 
we uſe no Exerciſe, than when we are up and in 
Motion. An\w. The Body indeed is in no mo- 
tionthere; but the Blood ts in greater than when 
we are out of our Beds ; and "tis impoſſible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe. For do not the Bed-clothes protett 
us from the Coldneſs of the ambient Air ? And 
are not a great many of the Volatil Aikalies de- 
tain'd by them, which refleting upon the Body, 
warm it, and accelerat the Motion of the Blood ? 
But after all. if we move violently when out of 
onr Beds, we are mnch warmer thaz when in them. 
You are pleas'd to object, tis imprſſible mere Mo- 
tion ſhould cauſe any Heat in fluid Bodies. How 
ſo? Let a Man put Spirit. Corn. Cerv. and 
Spirit. Vitrioli together, and obſerve their Ef- 
fetts, they will ſoon grow warm. *Tis evident, 
they do not ſtand ſtill, but move very briskly be- 
fore they are warm. And what i the Heat of 
theſe Bodies occaſioned by, but their Fermenta- 
tion or inteſtin Motion ? Surely it cannot be by 
Accenſion. 
Remark. That the Life of Man is a Flame, 
I think I have ſufficiently demonſtrated before, 
and ſhall here indeavor to make it ſomwhar 
more plain, The Phoſphorws is to be my" 
rom 
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fromall Animal Subſtances ; and that it is a Fire 
is paſt diſpute, ir performing all thoſe rhings 
that common Fire will, viz. inkindle inflame 
mable Bodies, give heat and warmth to things 
near it, afford Light in the Dark, &c. and 
yet in many things differs from common 
Fire. Now if this Fire were not aQtually 
exiſtent in Animal Bodies, how is it poſſible 
it ſhould be extracted from them ? Common 
Brimſtone, Tallow, Pitch, &c. abound with 
Sulphur, and of conſequence arte inflammable 
yet from none of theſe, by any Artifice now 
known, 1s there the leaſt quantity of Phoſpho- 
rw, or any thing like it to be obrain'd. The 
Phoſphorus will not burn, withour a free accels 
of Air, any more than common Fire, But 
herein is a great difference between the Phoſ- 
phorws and common Fire: Let any inflam- 
mable Body be never ſo well inkindled, and 
afterwards the Flame or inkindled part im- 
merg'd in Water, it will inſtantaneouſly be 
extinguiſh'd, ſo as nor to recover it ſelf, tho 
expos'd to never ſo free an Air, without" be- 
ing again applied to ſome inkindled Body. 
Let a piece of Phoſphorus, in a dark night, be 
placd upon a ſheet of Paper, it will imme- 
diatly of its own accord, afford a Light, heat 
your Fingers, and burn the Paper : this piece 
of Phoſphorus put into water, will, in all ap- 

rance, be torally extinguiſh'd ; yet tho it 

lain in the Water for a whole year, upon 
being taken out, it will of it ſelf burn, &c. 
in 
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1n the ſame manneras when pur into the water, 
Upon ſtroking ſome Cats in the dark, mul- 
tirudes of ſmall flaſhes of Fire will follow 
ones hand, as I have frequently experienced : 
Now this gentle ſtroking can never cauſe ſo 
violent a Motion as you make Fire to be, and 
indeed is, unleſs it were aQuually exiſtent in 
the Animal before. Tho I confeſs Fire to bc 
a Subſtance conſtantly in motion, and that this 
motion 1s a very brisk one, yet all brisk mo- 
tion is not a Fire, which from the Carteſian 
Hypotheſis ſeems to be a neceſſary concluſion. 
But I can afſure you, I know ſeveral Fluids, 
that the more briskly they are moved, the 
colder they are; as for inſtance, a River is 
always colder where there is a quick Current, 
than where the Water ſtands ſtill : The Air is 
always more or leſs cold, as the Motion of it 
is greater or leſs; and I can aſſure you I have 
bin almoſt ſtarv'd when forc'd to travel in 
high Winds in Winter, when the Air is molt 
fulb of nitrous Particles, which you own to 
be inflammable : and behold here your Nitrow 
Particles in violent motion, and yet a man al- 
moſt ſtarved by them, nay ſeveral have aQual- 
ly bin ſo; fo that you ſee they are not all kinds 
of violent motion, tho of Particles inclin'd to 
take Fire, that will cauſe a Flame. Thus "cis 
clear I have ſufficient reaſon to maintain m 

aſſertion, that mere Motion, tho never ſo 
much excited, will not'occaſion Heat in fluid 
Bodies, and that there is a difference in ſorhe 
reſpeQs 
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reſpeQs between the Vital Flame and common 
Culinary Fire, tho in many things they agree. 
I ſhall here again enumerat ſomethings where- 

in Animal Fire and Common Fire do agree 
and diſagree. Aximal Fire will not burn 
withour a due acccls of Air, neither will Conn 
mon Fire ; Animal Fire cauſes Heat and 
Warmth, {ſo dos Common Fire; Animal Fire 
cannot ſ{ubſiſt wirkout a conſtant ſupply of ſul- 
phureous acid Particles, neither can Common 
Fire without a ſupply of che ſame, &c. Animal 
Fire (for ſo I call the Phoſpborws) being im- 
merg'd in Water, and atterwards taken out 
again, will regain all its properties of Light, 
Heat, &c. without being applied to other in- 
kindled Bodies : This Common Fire will not 
do; for if once extinguiſh'd by immerſion in 
Water, or otherwiſe, it cannot recover it ſelf. 
I ſtill aſſert, that ſuch Bodies as are the pro- 
per Pabulum for Fire, are compoſed of Acid 
and Sulphur ; but thoſe that abound with 
moſt Sulphur, bura with the greatelt violence; 
thoſe that abound moſt with Acid, more flow- 
ty ; and ſome Acid Subſtances that have little 
Sulphur in them, will ſcarce burn at all, ef- 
pecially if much diluted with Phlegm, ſuch 
as Vinegar, Juice of Lemons, Spirit of Vitriol, 
&c. and therfore when the Heat of the Body 
is to0 intenſe, I give thoſe Acids that are leaſt 
impregnated with Sulphur, to abate the vio- 
lence of the Flame; when the Heat is too 
remiſs, I give ſulphureous Acids to excite 
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the Flame. You ſay you know but one Acid 
In Nature which is anflammable, and that is 
Niter: Now I affure you it is my opinion, 
nay I am very mn able ro demonſtrat, that 
moſt, if not all pure Acids in Nature have 
rheir origin from the Niter of the Air ; but 
pure Niter alone will ſcarce burn: at all, unleſs 
mix'd with ſome kind of Sulphur. As for 
fixing a particular place for the exiſtence of the 
Vital Flame, I thought there was no reaſon 
for it; but now TIrell you, that I ſuppoſe it 
is diffuſed thro all the parrs of the Body ; and 
if by accident any part is deſticute of it, a 
mortifiedtion inſues. But then again you ſay, 
it is hard to conceive a Flame in that'Body, of 
which no part is inflammable. Pray what 
think you of the oily fart Particles contained, 
not only in the Blood, bur all other parts ? are 
not they inflammable ? The reafon why we 
are warmer in Bed, and after violent exerciſe, 
is not tobe attributed to any unknown Dottrin 
of Fermentation, but becauſe we have a freer 
Perſpiration at theſe times; and conſequently 
the Flame muſt burn more freely. Your Com- 
pariſon between the Heat of the Blood and that 
occaſion'd by the mixture of Spirit of Harts- 
horn and Spirit of Yitriol, will not hold good ; 
for in mixing thoſe two Liquors, or in any kind 
of Fermentation, there isa very ſenſible commo- 
tion and hurry in all the parts of the faid Li- 

uors, whereas in the Blood of healthy Per- 
ons there is no ſuch thing. I confeſs by the 
impullc 
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Impulſe of the Heart it is driven progreſſively 
from the center ro the extremities, to ſupply 
the neceſſities of the Parts ; but beſides this 
progreſſive _ I know no other ir has, 
all the Secretions being perform'd by proper 
Strainers, not from any Fermentation, Nay 
it is very eaſy for a man to perceive there is nv 
ſuch thing as a Fermentation in the Blood by 
the following plain Experiment, viz. Let: a 
few ounces of Blood run out of the Veins 
or Arteries of a Man, or other Animal, into 
a very clear Glaſs Veſſel, which 5ou may put 
into a Sand Furnace, wherein the hear may be 
ſuch as 10 keep the Blood in the ſame degree of 
warmth, as it came out of the Veſſels; and if 
there be any ſuch commotion to be ſeen with 
the beſt Light and belt Eyes, as may be per- 
ceiv'd in thoſe Liquors which are in a ſtate of 
Fermentation, upon information I ſhall gladly 
own my miſtake. There is, I conicls, a 
Froth tobe ſeen upon the ſurface of ſome Blood 
after it is let out into the Porringer, which 
looks like the ſurface of Liquors that are fer- 
menting : Bur this Froth is fo far from being 
the effe& of Fermentation, that it procedes 
from nothing elſe bur the differenc ſtream in 
which the Blood runs. For in the fame Per- 
ſon, let one Parcel run out in a rapid ſtream, 
and it will occaſion froth' or bubbles ; ler ano- 
ther Parcel runout gently, and it will produce 
no ſuch thing. Will not ſimple Water or any 


other Liquor do the ſame ? But Blood being a 
M m Liquor 
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Liquor of a greater conſiſtence, the Bubbles 
when raiſed will not fo ſoon diſappear, as in 
Water, or other Liquors that are more fluid; 
from which I hope ic is plain, that the con- 
ſtant natural heat of the Blood dos not pro- 
cede from Fermentation. And if the progrel- 
five Motion from the Heart to the Extremi- 
ties gives 1t its heat, by the {ame realon, [ 
think, the Water that runs from our Cocks 
ſhould be warm alſo ; whereas I dare be bold 
to ſay, that inſtead of gaining any heat by its 
rapid propulſion thro the Pipes, it is much 
colder than the Water in the River at thc 
place whence it was received into the Engin. 
I had almoſt forgot to take notice of what 
you ſaid concerning the Produt:ion of Alkalies; 
but it being a very material thing, I ſhall here 
expatiat a little upon what I have before {aid 
as to that SubjeQ, and take all poſſible care to 
avoid repetitions, I have already own'd that 
Alkalies do aQtually exiſt in ſeveral Bodies as 
the principle of their death and deftruQion, 
but I never could yet hear of any one that has 
ſeen ſuch a thing as either a volatil or fixt A/- 
kalizat Salt, that wasany other ways obtained 
out of Vegetable or Mineral Bodies, than from 
the Bodies after they were burnt, viz. out of 
the Aſhes or Soot of them, which are their 
Excrements, 'or rather the Excremeats of Fire; 
or elſe after the Body had undergon a Putre- 
fattion, which is analogous to Fire, Now 
this being ſo in relation to Yegnattes. and 
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Minerals, I think it may not be amiſs to infer, 
that the Alkaly to be found in Anitmai Sub- 
ſtances is the Excrement of their Fire ; and 
that which mightily confirms me in this No- 
tion 15, that all the Excrementsof Animals ar: 
Alkalious, viz. a Matter thrown away either 
as uſeleſs, or incommodious ; and of conſe- 
quence all the Alkaly to be met with in the 
Blood or elſewhere, is an Excremenc ia a way 
of being carried off. I ſhall not ſay more 
upon this Head now, becauſe I may have occa- 
fon to inlarge upon it, and upon the Heat of 
be Blood, in my Tract of Fevers, But what I 
have already faid is, I think, ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy any one who is nota mere Sceptic. And 
for manifeſt Acids, they are to be met with 
every where almoſt, both in the Mineral and 
Vegetable Kingdoms, even in thoſe Bodies 
that never underwent a PutrefaRtion, but are 
in the greateſt ſtate of PerfeAion; and for 
Vinegar and the like, it is fo far from being 
the effefs of PutrefaQion, that it is the laſt 
degree of PerfeQtion to which Nature alone is 
capable of bringing thoſe Liquors, I: is a+ 
{o ro be obſerved, that thoſe Fruits of whici: 
Wine is made, were krſt Acid, before they 
came to a ſtate fit ro make Wine; and that 
PutrefaQion is the Cauſe of the Acidne(s of 
unripe Fruirs, I believe none will afſerr, This 
SubjeQ is alſo roo long to handle tully in this 
place, and therfore I {hall alſo omic che tur- 
ther proſecution of it for a PraQical Diſcourſe. 
M m 2 Reply 
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Reply. If Alkalies are the Original of Dif. 
tempers, whence i it, that in Droplies, Ca- 
tarrhs, ſome Gouts, and other Diſeaſes, we find 
the Texture of the Blood ſo thin ? "Ti obſern 
able, that thoſe Particles you term Alkalies, 
the more the Blood is ſaturated with them, of the 
more thick Conſiſtence it is, as we ſee inPleuri- 
ſies, Rheumartiſms and other Inflammatory Caſes 
(iz which Diſtempers, if in any, the Alkalies 
abound) Is not then its Tenuity rather to be im- 
puted to Acids f Do not Acids immediatly put 
the Blood in a Fuſion, and render it thin ? Your 
Anſwer to this is, that the Thinneſs of the Blood 
# not the only cauſe of theſe Diſtempers, but a 
deſtruction of the Tone. of the Parts. Here 
methinks you do not argue ſo fairly. For you 
mention little or nothing of the deſtruition of the 
Tone of the Parts in your Etymologies of Diſ- 
tempers till now. And why may not I as mel 
ſay,in Inflammatory Caſes the Blood is not affetted 
with any Alkalin Particles? Theſe Inflammations 
only ariſe oa 4 deſtruition of the Tone of the 
Parts ; eſpecially, if you conſider what you af: 
ſertedin your Notion of Fevers : For there the 
Emunttories are very much out of order. But 
you 4.906 Since Acids will reduce the Blood l 
its due conſiſtence, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
they ſhould be the cauſe of _ Fuſion. Jappoſ 
Whether Acids will reſtore the Conſiſtence of the 
Blood, T ſhall examin by and by : I fgar they will 
not. But this I am certain of, they will put it 
in a Fuſion. "Ti well known that jour celebrated 
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Oil of Vitriol taken alone, or tho in a Vehicle, 
if in too great 4 quantity, kills, Now how dos 
it kill? Dos it wot by diſſcluing the Maſs of 
Blood, by ſeparating the Grumous Parts from 
the Serous, and breaking its Texture after the 
ſame manner as it dos that of Milk ? Sure I am, 
that Blood coagulated by the aforeſa:d O:l, dos 
much more reſemble Whey and Curds than Jelly 
of Harts-horn. Now then, what is all thu bat 
an extraordinary Fuſion ? And if a large Doſe 
will make ſuch mad work, and put the Bloodinto 
ſo great afuſion ; certainly a leſs Doſe muſt cauſe 
ſomewhat of a Fuſion. And 'tis rational to believe 
that Oil of Vitriol & proper only in thoſe Diſ- 
tempers where the Blood is too thick; wery per- 
wicious in ſuch 4s have it too thin. And here 1 
am glad you ſo opportunely give us your Sentiments 
of Droplies. A Dropſy, ſay you, or the Thinneſs of 
Blood in that Diſeſs procedes not from Acids, but 
overmuch Drinking. An(w. That large Draughts 
(there being little Evacuation by Urin) render the 
Blood thinner, # obvious. But the Patient had 
no ſuch deſire for Drink, till the Diſtemper was 
attually upon him. So that the Queſtion is, what 
firſt brought. on the Diſtemper. Was it not 4 
weakneſs of Blood, or want of due Conſiſtence ? 1 
do not ſee how you can well denyit. But then you 
reply, Let it be ſo, "tis impoſſible Acids ſhould 
occaſion this ill Habit of Blood. For, Hydropical 
People are thirſty, and "tis ridiculous to imagin 
that Acids ſhould excite Thirſt, when they are the 
only things in the World that will quench it. 
Mm 3 Anlw. 
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Anſw. Thu I confeſs, at firſ® fight, looks like 
an invincible Argument : But I muſt crave leave 
to weigh it a little. That Acids drunk or held 
inthe Mouth, uſually quench 1 hirſt, # an unde- 
niable Truth: 'Tho "twill hardly held good in all 
Caſes. For, let a man drink Brine, which « 
wery much impregnated wth Acids, or eat high- 
ſeaſon'd Meats ; 1 believe, tho he were a Stoic, he 
would smmediatly grow thirſty. But common 
Salt is not an Acid of a right nature. Well, 
admit thi. The moſt famous Acids that I know 
for ſuppreſſing Thirſt, are Ol. Vitriol. Spirit. 
Virriol. &c. Now Thope to make it appear, that 
theſe, or Acids of the ſame nature, abounding in 
the Blood, may provoke Thirſt. TI proved juſt 
now, that Oil of Vitriol had an ugly Faculty of 
coagulating the Blood, or ſeparating its Serum. 
That there is a ſeparation of the Serum in Drop- 
fies, u evident : If any man ſhould deny it, let 
bim look upon the Abdomen and extreme parts, 
ard bis Eys are enough to convince bim. Well 
then, the Serum berng thus ſeparated (pray ob- 
ſerve) and the Maſs of Blood not enough diluted, 
the oral Glands muſt neceſſarily be defrauded of 
their due Moiſture, and conſequently Thirſt ex- 
cited. But ſtill you harp upon the ſame ſtring : 
Thoſe Medicins which reftore the Confiſtente of 
the Blood, cannot well be ſuppoſed to impair it. 
Now Acids reſtore it ; ana Steel in particuler. 
Anſw. That Steel is of excellent uſe, and a very 
great Reſtorative, i not to be denied. But un- 

der favor, tho you diſcourſe very ingeniouſh 
; fie 
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the Nature of Steel ; yet all you have ſaid will 


not amount 10 aproof of its being ans Acid: 1 am 
ftill inclined to think it is an Alkaly. For tho it 
dos not diſcover it felf to be ſuch by its Color, 
get it plainly dos by its Effeits, viz. its Fermen= 
tation with Acids. If, notwithſkanding this 
Phznomenon, you will needs have it to be an 
Acid, why then one Acid will ferment with ano- 
ther ; and ſo one Alkaly with another : wherfore, 
tho we ſhould ſubſcribe to the Hypotheſis, That 
Alkalies are the Original of all Diſtempers, yet 
"tis hard to exclude the uſe of them in general in 
Diſtempers. For ſome Alkalies or other might 
be found out that ſhould diſpute it with theſe. of= 
fending Alkalies. Youare pleaſed to quote Becker 
for a contirmation of the Acidity of Steel. The 
chief Sentence of the Citation ſeems to be this. 
Hoc tantum hic loci allegabo, omne Acidum 
ſubſtantiz marttalis elſe, in quocunq; oleo, 
pinguedine, fuligine, limo, filice & arena, 
1mmo eriam ipla flamma reperibile, & ad ocu- 
lum demonſtrari poſſe; quzecunq; ergo na- 
turz Acide & martialis ſunt, illa poteitatem 
habenr Alkali ranquam ſubſtantiam mecallo- 
rum mercurialem alcerandrt & tranſmutand;. 
If I apprehend the Senſe of the Author, this dos 
wot make ſo much for you. But ſuppoſe it did, 
Beeker was never reckon'd infallible.» And tho 
Chalybs were an Acid, it dos not follow, becauſe 
one Acid will renew the State of the Blood, that 
others will do ſo too. But fince we have ſo hap- 
pily fallen on thu Subjef, viz. the rengthning 
Mm 4 the 
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the Maſs of Blood, let us ſee what otBer Medi- 
cins beſides Chalybs are ſubſervient to this end. 
And here I ſuppoſe your bitter Herbs may mot be 
jotimi ſubſellii. *Ti needleſs to prove it ; for 
hardly any Phyſician but what has experienced it. 
IT do not believe you will dare to ſay, there is 
any thing of an Acid is theſe, ſince you know 
very well that Alkaly may be extratted from moſt, 
if” not all of them. So that poor Alkaly is ef- 
fettual in ſome Caſes you ſee. But then, you 
ſay, Oak-Bark, Biftort, Tormentil, Com- 
fry-roots, and others of that Tribe will reduce 
the Blood to Conſiſtence. Anſw. That they are 
aſlringent I grant \ whether they will reduce the 
Blood, or invigorat its depauperated Principles, 
I much queſtion. *Tis very rare to ſee them pre- 
ſcribed in Dropſies, Cachexies, and the like 
Diſtempers where the Blood is poor and low. They 
ave proper indeed in Fluxes by virtue of their a- 
ftringent Faculty ; but then they ow this Aſtrin- 
gency to Atids : Whether they do or no, it mat- 
ters not much. But why may not this Quality 
be derived as well from the Terreſtrious as the 
Salt Particles of theſe Vegetables ; ſince Bol. 
Arm. Ferra Lemnia, and other plain Earths 
are very ſtiptic ? I do not ſay theſe Earths are fo 
ſimple a4 to have no manner of Salt in them, but 
ſurely they have very little Acid. 

Remark. T am very glad you own Alka- 
lies to abound in Pleuriſies and Rheumatiſms, 
and other inflammatory Diſtempers. Upon 
my word, if this bc gtanted, I have gain'da 
: great 
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great pofnt ; for ro have put the World into a 
true way of curing bur one fiogle Diſtemper, 
is what deſerves no {mall Honor. And for the 
bulineſs of Dropſies, I afſure you I have no 
reaſun to recede from what I have ſaid upon 
that Subject ; but if you or any one clle would 
tavor the World with as certain a Method of 
curing a contirmed Aſcites or Belly.Dropſy, as 
I have done of curing Rheumatiſms, Gouts, &c. 
I my felt would ſpare no pains to ſpread 
that Man's Fame, let him be who he would: 
But this I am atraid I ſhall never live to ſee 
perform'd, becauſe the Tone of the Parts prin- 
cipally aftettcd, 15 fo deſtroyed and ſpoiled, 
that it would be next ro a Miracle to recover 
them. [In the preceding Traft I have given 
a ſhort account of ſome Jare improvements I 
have made, relating to the Cure of this Hey- 
eulean Diltcmper.] And tho you are pleaſed 
to charge me with arguing unfairly, for at- 
tributiog the Cauſe of Droplics 1n 2 great mea- 
(ure, to a deltruttion of the Tone of the Parts, 
becauſe I had not before in my Etymologies 
of Diſtempers, taken ſuſſicient notice of chat 
mtater; yet ſuppoſe I bad bin deficient jn 
that point, Ihope it is no crime to bring it in 
late, rather than not at all. Bur I afſure you, 
T have frequently taken notice of that matter, 
and lay as great a ſtreſs upon it as on any one 
thing whatſoever ; and do ſtill inſiſt upon it, 
that the great Thinneſs of the Blood in Drop- 
lies dos very much procede from the great 
quantiries 
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quantities of Liquids taken into the Body, 
and the ſmall quantity diſcharg'd, by reaſon 
the Parts of it have loſt their Tone, and ther- 
fore the Secretions are not rightly to be per- 
form'd; a man that drinks two Quarts in 
twenty four hours, not being able to piſs, per- 
haps, above four Ounces, Perſpiration alſo 
being greatly hindred upon the ſame account. 
Now-tor want of a due ſecretion by the excre- 
tory Veſſels, the Blood is clog'd with too 
great a quantity of Szrum ; which being ad- 
mitted into the Lymphatic Veſſels, and im- 
pregnated with Alkalin Particles, cannot free- 
ly paſs along theſe Veſſels becauſe of its Ge- 
lacinous quality, by which means they are di- 
ſtended to a vaſt Magnitude, and ſomtimes 
broke; and from the broken Lympheduas it 
is, that ſo great aquantity of Liquor is thrown 
into the Cavity of the Abdomen, which di- 
ſtends it to ſuch a bigneſs. But for all this great 
quantity thrown into the Abdomen, the Blood 
1s ſtill loaded with three parts in four more 
of Serum than it ought to be, and therfore the 
Oral Glands cannot want ſufficient Moiſture. 
But here lies the thing, the Matter that in a 
ſtate of health is ſeparated by the Oral Glands, 
is impregnated with a Noble Volatil Acid, as 
dos manifeſtly appear. But in this caſe the 
faid Acid is almoſt, if not totally deſtroyed, 
and the ſaid Lympha impregnated with Alkaly, 
which is the occaſion of the great-Thirſt that 
attends Hydropical People. But fince I have 
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attrihutcd an Acidity to the Lympha in a ſtate 
of Health, and yet aflert there is no ſuch thing 
as a pure Acid to be obtain'd from the Blood, 
either 1n a morbid State or 1n a State of Health, 
that being invelop'd in the Oily Particles, I 
ſhall preſume, to avoid further ObjeRions, to 
make a little excurſion concerning the general 
uſe of the Glands. 

I will at preſent divide the Glands into two 
kinds or forts, the firft of which ſcparat the 
Excrementittous Particles frem the Blood, 
and throw them quite off by loume proper E- 
munRories, ſuch are the Excretory Glands of 
the Skin, the Glandule Renales, the Glands of 
the Liver, cc. all which do ſeparat an Alka- 
ly from the Blood, to be thrown off as Excre- 
ment ; and it by any accident thele Glands are 
made uncapable of performing their office, 
ſo that che Blood cannot be rid of its Excre- 
ments, a Diſtemper cf fume kind or other 
mult necefſarily follow. *The ſecond kind do 
receive a Noble Subſlance into them to be a- 
gain mix'd with the Blood, or for other uiecs, 
of univerſal advantage to the whole Body. 
The Glands of che Mouth do ſeparat the thin 
Juice impregnated with a Volatil Acid, which 
Juice was never deliga'd by Nature to be 
thrown away, as ſome Tobacco-takers laviſhly 
do, but to impregnat our Food as *tis chew'd 
inthe Mouth, and afterwards to diſſolve it in 
the Stomach, and turn it into a Subltance fat 
for the nutrition of our Bodies. The other 
Receps* 
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Receptory Glands, for ſo I preſume to call 
all thoſe which do not ſeparat Excrements 
from the Blood, do, by the extraordinary pro- 
vidence of Nature, receive into them that 
fine Subſtance which is ſuperfluous in the noy- 
riſhing of the Parts; and by means of the 
LympheduQs, in a gentle and eaſy courſe, do 
convey it tothe DuiZus Thoracicws, where it is 
mix'd with the Chyle, juſt before it is admit- 
ted into the Blood ; and that this Lympha isa 
mild Acid has already bin own'd by many, 
$5 that here you ſee, if there be any Acid in 
the Body ſuperfluous, Nature 1s very provident 
in the preſervation of it, and equally careful 
in throwing off the ſuperfluous Alkaly by a 
multitude of EmunQories,or Excretory Glands, 
From what has bin ſaid cqncerning the uſe 
of the Glands, a great many Phenomena con- 
cerning Dropſies, and other Diſtempers, may 
with eaſe be ſolved. In Dropſies, for inſtance, 
as before obſerved, the Excretory Glands not 
being able to perform their Office, the excre. 
mentitious Alkaly, together with its watry 
Vehicle, is detained in the Body ; by which 
means, tho the Body may increaſe in bulk, yet 
none of the Parts receive their due Nouriſh- 
ment; and the Tone of the whole being re- 
lax'd and ſpoil'd, the Receptory Glands for- 
get their duty alſo, and inſtead of receiving 
into them a pure acidulated Serum only, are 
forced to let paſs ſome Alkalized Excremen- 


titious Serum, which makes the whole a 
kind 
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kind of Gelatinous Conſiſtence ; which not 
being able to paſs along the Tratts of the 
LympheduQts, dos ſo diſtend them, as tocauſe 
{wellings in the Belly, and cedemacous Tu- 
mors 11 the Legs, &c. And Bclly- Dropſies 
having for the moſt part a Jaundice as their 
forerunner, nay frequently going along with 
them thro the whole courſc of the Diſtemper, 
is no {mall Argument to prove the Truth of 
what I have before obſervd, viz. that ſome 
of the Excretory Glands - have bin defeQive 
in their duty, by which means all the Body 
is impregnated with this yellow Die, and the 
whole Oeconomy put our of order : And that 
the Yellowneſs of the Body procedes from a 
redundancy of Bile, no body denics ; and that 
Bile is an Alkaly you don't difown. But now 
come we to the curative part of this horrid 
Diſtemper ; which tho rarely to be per- 
form*d in a confirm'd State, yet in the begin- 
ning, nay after it has made ſome progreſs, is 
frequently to be done, and that as effeQually 
by Chalibeats and Bitters as by any ſort of Me- 
dicins, But here for want of making Expe- 
riments (by which means only we are capable 
of arriving to any ſort of Certainty in the 
knowlege of things) you ſay that Sree! and 
the bitter Herbs are Alkalies : and the reaſons 
you give for it are, becauſe Steel being mix'd 
with Acids, will cauſe an Efferveſcence; and 
the bitrer Herbs, after burning, do afford a 
fixt Alkaly. Solid Reaſons indeed ! For all 

| Sul- 
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Sulphurs being mixt with Acids will cauſe an 
Efferveſcence, nay ſome of them take fire; 
and that all Merals are full of Sulphur is paſt 
diſpute 3 and from the Aſhes of all Plants, 
even Sorrel it ſelf, may be extrated a fixr 
Alkaly ; therfore by this way of arguing, Sul- 
phur muſt be an Alkaly, and ſo muſt Sorrel al- 
io. Bur the manner of the ProduQtion of vos» 
fatil and fixt Alkalies having bin ſpoken to be. 
fore, I ſhall ſay no more to that Matter, þut 
rouch a little upon what I take to be the Gene- 
ral Principles of mixt Bodies, not that all theſe 
Principles are to be ſeparated from all Bodies, 
{ome containing all, ſome two, three or four 
of them ; and according to the different mix- 
ture of them, different Subſtances are :pro- 
duced. Acid and Sulphur I take to be the vital 
ative Principles in Bodies, Alkaly the Principle 
of Death and Corruption, Water and Earth 
the two paſſive Principles. From theſe five 
Principles I think I can more eaſily account for 
the various Phenomens in Natural Bodies, than 
from the old five of Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, 
Water and Ezrth, or from any other Principles 
yet broach'd in the World. I have oaly men- 
rioned this matter, to let you know the Prin- 
ciples I go upon, but ſhall. leavehe further 
proſecution of it to another opportunity. 
Now to return to the buiinels of Steel and B:t- 
ters ; as for Steel, I have (aid ſo much already 
concerning that 1n ſeveral places, that I ſhall 
not here trouble my ſelf nor you any _ a- 
ut 
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bout it. But if we can cure Diſtempers with 
it, it is no matter tho one takes it for an Al- 
kaly, and another for an Acid; nay I can af 
ſure you, if you will but black your Fingers a 
little with Charcoal, you will find it to be a 
ſulphureous Acid. As for Bitters, I will be 
bound to lay a good Wager with you, that if 
you put a pound of Centarry or Wormwood dried 
into a Retort, and diſti] it with an eaſy Fire 
till all be come off that will, and afterwards 
calcine the Caput Mortuum, and extrat the 
fixt Alkaly-from the Aſhes, if you don't find 
a treble or much greater proportion of Acid 
to that of Alkaly produced from theſe moſt 
bitter Plants, I will be a loſer. But further, 
if Bitterneſs did procede from a predominancy 
of Alkaly in any Body, why thena man would 
ſuppoſe the more this Body were impregnated 
with Alkaly, the bitterer 1t would be: but up- 
on my word I have frequently experienced 
the contrary. For when I was a Champion 
for Alksliows Medicins (as I am not aſhamed 
to own I once was) I haveextratted a Tin-, 
Quure from Myrrh, Alces and Seffron, with 
well reQtified Spirit of Sal Armoziac, hoping 
to do great Feats with it. Now after I had 
digeſted them together for ten or twelve days 
in a gentle Sand-Heat, inſtead of having the 
TinCture bitterer than the Myrrh and Aloes 
themſelves, I always found-it almoſt, if nor 
altogether without any bitterneſs at all; nay, 
after a lopger digeſtion it has bin _—_ owe 
ectly 
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feAly ſweet. However, I lay no great fireſs 
upon Taſts, the differences in them being one 
of the ſpecific differences the Great Creator 
has planted in things, of which we have as 
yet but very little knowlege; tho, I confeſs, 
I greatly lament our Ignorance in this matter. 
A few degrees of predominancy of any of the 
Principles, cauſe very great alterations in Bo- 
| dies, both as to Color, Smell, and Taft; and 
for ought I know, a knowlege of theſe minute 
Circumſtances is what we have no poſſibility 
of arriving to in this World. But one word 
more concerning Bztgers, becauſe you will ac- 
count them Alkalies, and lay fo great a ſtreſs 
upon them. Vitriol of Silver is the moſt exalt- 
ed Bitter I know, and a celebrated Medicin 
10 the Cure of Dropſies, bur yet is no Alkaly ; 
and aftet you have conſidered it, I believe you 
won't term it ſo. What you ſay to Acids fu- 
ſing the Blood, is direAly contrary to what 
our Predeceſſors have aſſerted, who attributed 
its coagulation to Acids, and to what you your 
ſelf fay a little after. But what I attribute 
to Acids in general is this, that they keep 
the Blood in-its due ſtate, wiz. the Fibrous 
and Globulous Parts in their due Texture, 
and the Serum fluid, by which means the 
whole Maſs is capable of performing its pro- 
per Offices without being liable to Stagnations ; 
and alſo by confirming and ftrengthning the 
Tone of the Parts, they greatly contribute to 
the aforeſaid ead, viz. preventing Stagna- 
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tions, and promoting the Secretions. As for 
whar you ſay concerning the giving of Oil of 
Vitriol alone, I readily aſſent to it, thar it will 
make mad work ; but I hope you cannot 
charge me with any ſuch mad Praftice. When 
People are cold, they naturally run to the Firg 
for warmth, yer none bur mad Perſons will 
pur rheir hands into it ; and tho Culinary Fire, 
it People are fo imprudear as ro throw them- 
ſclves 1ato it, will conſume and deſtroy them, 
yet a prudent ule of it is a very great comfort 
to Human Lite : and were it nor for Fire, the 
Ruſſians and other Northery People would have 
a very ſadtime ont during their long Winters. 
Soit is inrelarion ro Oil of Yizriol, which tho 
given alone will cauſe Deat!: and DeſtruCtion, 
yet being diluted in proper Vehicles, and given 
in very large quantities, will in many caſes 
produce as noble EffeAs as any one Medicin 
now known. Ir is the buſineſs of a Phyſician 
to conſider the Nature and Conſtitution of his 
Patients in all reſpeAts, and to proportion the 
Doſes of Medicins as their Sromachs and Na- 
tures will bear, I hope there was never any 
ſo wild, becauſe Oil of Vitriol is recommended 
in Fevers, as to give it alone withour a Ve- 
hicle. But what you charge upon Oil of Y;- 
triol, may be retorted upon moſt other Medi- 
cins of an aQive nature : Becauſe an ounce of 
Calamelanos given at once to a Man will ſcarce 
fail of killing him, I ſuppoſe that dos not de- 
ter you from giving a tew grains of it to a 
N a young 
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_ Tafts, the differences in them being one 
the ſpecific differences the Great Creator 
has planted in ng, of which we have as 
yet but very little knowlege; tho, I confeſs, 
T greatly lament our Tenorance in this matter. 
A few degrees of predominancy of ahy. of the 
Principles, cauſe very great alterations in Bo- 
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tions, and promoting the Secretions. As for 
whar you ſay concerning the giving of Oil of 
Vitriol alone, I readily aſſent to it, thar it will 
make mad work ; bur I hope you cannot 
charge me with any ſuch mad Praftice. When 
People are cold, they naturally run to the Firg 
for warmth, yer none bur mad Perſons will 
pur rheir hands into it ; and tho Culinary Fire, 
if People are ſo imprudear as ro throw them- 
ſclves into ir, will conſume and deſtroy them, 
yet a prudent ule of it is a very great comfort 
to Human Lite : and were it nor for Fire, the 
Ruſſians and other Northers People would have 
a very ſadtime on*t during their loag Winters. 
Soit is in relation ro Oil of Yzeriol, which tho 
given alone will cauſe Deat!: and Deſtruction, 
yet being diluted in proper Vehicles, and given 
in very large quantities, will in many caſes 
produce as noble Effets as any one Medicin 
now known. Ir is the buſineſs of a Phyſician 
to conſider the Nature and Conſtitution of his 
Patients in all reſpeAs, and to proportion the 
Doſes of Medicins as their Sromachs and Na» 
tures will bear, I hope there was never any 
ſo wild, becauſe Oil of Yitriol is recommended 
in Fevers, as to give ir alone withour a Ve- 
hicle. But what you charge upon Oil of Y;- 
triol, may be retorted upon moſt other Medi- 
cins of an aRive nature : Becauſe an ounce of 
Calamelangs given at once to a Man will ſcarce 
fail of killing him, I ſuppoſe that dos not de- 
ter you from giving a tew grains of it to a 
| N a young 
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young Child. An ounce of Rozin of Jallp 
will kill a Plowman, and yet a few grains may 
with ſafety be given to a very tender Conſti- 
tution. I could retort a great many things of 
this kind upon you, were it not altogether 
needleſs : for that Phyſician that gives a Medi. 
cin without firſt conſidering it in all its cir- 
cumſtances, deſerves to be baniſhed the ſociety 
of Mankind; and he that knows moſt, is ge- 
nerally moſt cautious: and tho I am fo cla- 
mor*d at by my Brethren, yet I can boldly ſay, 
the greateſt ſlips I ever made, have bin from 
my over-cautiouſneſs ; and I will rather chuſe 
to commit three faults from that, than occa- 
ſion the loſs of one man's Lite from raſhneſs 
and iuconſideratneſs. What you have ob- 
jected againſt Oil of Y;trio! taken alone, has 
long ſince bin objeQted by other People, and 
the ObjeCtions fairly anſwered. I ſhall pre- 
ſume to tranſcribe what I have met with in 
an Apologetic Dialogue between Phileraſtus and 
Chemiſts, upon the ſame SubjeQt, Theatrum 
Chymicum, pag. 86, 87. Vol. I. 

Ph. Abſit tamen Vitriolum, Chalcithin, atq; 
aliaid genus leproſa, impura, atq; corrodentia mi» 
aeralia in humanum corpus ingeri, & ad perpe- 
Tram tui nominis ipſinſq; artis infamiam uſurpari. 

Ch. Quid ita, hoſpes mi ? 

Ph. Nam cum oleum Vitrioli etzam 4 Geſnero 
foties laudatum, ſcutellam ſtanneam exedit ; quis 
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Ch. Aſpera tu quidem teli elidis, ſed qu 


fatile retundi queant 4 Philoſopho excitato, 
Nam ſs oleum Vitrioli propter ſtanaum ex eo exe- 
ſum humano corpore exul:,.'t , quid vino ſubli- 
mato, Aceti Melliſq:te ſpiritu, quid tale, & Ls 
monumn Citrorumqie ſucco fiet? Nam corum 
unumquoaq, {lananm at HHBEYE, wc jemeſtris 
medicus a2noſc:; 

Ph. Ar noa ram parvo temvoris carritolo att 
ſpirirus ille wvitriolai we. 

Ch. Io [ant mbnr. ſe cum nitro illins ex» 
hibendi modo conftersru 14''0 ;, rrollem enin te 
aliquem Chem it a4 ran: jtupt 10 ingenio pr edic ns 
ext{timare, ut olcam V7! 51's mulls alt's 4 xc 
liquoribus pr optuare als fat , ſed poti.is 44 &7148 
roſacee vel alterims liquor is lioram ole; witriols:s 
gutt as tottdemn adjicere, que ad actdi;dten 00's 
parandam ſatis eſſe queant : cut liquori oleo Vitr i= 
oli accreſcents, fi raniumn ſtinnt immerſeris 
quantum aceto, nullum non 1voco ſuppliciam, 
niſs flanuum multo magis corroſum reperiatur, 
Verum ſi hoc oleum Vitrioli vel etiam Sulphuris 
in uſu eſſe non mereatur propter eroſirnem. qua 
ſe conferent Cantharides, a (14leno inter ca medie 
camenta relate, que He 2nſt we guidem ade ws 
propter ſummanmn putreſ 4 trnwem argue croſionem ? 
tamen veterum fere van atq; multgrum Neo 
FHicorun praxes eas AA 1/R4i48 pry Can Aam, pe= 
niſq, «Tix & ſuſcitandarms Venerem uſurpant 
atque commenaant 

Ph. Negqueo diffitert ; ſed tamen parva quan« 
titate eas preſeribunt, & non n:ſi altis comveni» 

Na 2 entibi4 
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entibus rebus admixtas ; quo quidein modo exhibi- 
te, non ſolum innoxie perhibentur, ſed etiam per- 
ſalutares. 

Ch. Vera predicas, atq, ego itidem reſpondeo ; 
Olea preditta debits quantitate, mixtura, prepa- 
ratione exhibita, tantum non corrodere corpus hu- 
manum, ſed ejus ſpiritus reficere, febres extin- 
guere, obſtruttiones aperire, putredinem arcere, 
venens exigere, ſitim ſedare, ulcera percurare, 
omneſq, illas wires cum laude ſua plurima exer- 
cere, quas illi Geſnerus epiftola ad Coſmam meai- 
= aut Paracelſus in libro de Vitriolo aſcrip- 

erent. 


I could produce a great deal more of this 
kind from many of the antient Chymiſts, 
who were honeſt men, and to the beſt of 
their knowlege endeavor*'d to reform Phyſic, 
and put Pratitioners upon a right bottom : 
But they were defeQtive in ſo many things, 
that their undertakings wanted ſucceſs, tho 
from ſome of their Writings honeſt and in- 
quilitive men may receive great advantage. 
Now tho I will not tronble you with a- 
ny _ more from the Antient Chymiſts, 
yet I ſhall make bold to tranſcribe a Let. 


ter I lately received out of Yorkſhire, there 
—_ ſomwhat ia it relating to the point in 
and. 


Vir 


J—_ a. m*® mas + an. en. 


a Ge, 
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Tertio Non. Martii. 


Vir Digniſhme, 
Rattatus tuos ſummis cum deliciis CF 0+ 
luptate perlegi, © tuum in promovendo 
ilo Nobiliſſimo Medicine ſtudio inſtitutum maxi- 
me demiror in humani generis bonum univerſale. 
Matte, Bone Vir, melioribus avibus, & Momos af+ 
pernare. Te certum facio me Acidis uſum eſſe 10. 
annis elapſis ſummo cum ſucceſſu ; & Alkalia tan- 
tum ut abſorbentia Acids eſtimo. Aſſidud experi- 
entis videtur quantum valet appetitus C& diges 
ſftio: & quid magis dubium hoc in caſu quan 
Alkalia, & quid melins Acidis? Atidum eſt [0> 
lum fermentum Ventricali. 6 Coward audrat 
dicere, nemo advertet. Omnibus in ſeculis pre> 
teritis quot morbos edomuit Acidum, non neceſſa- 
rium eft enumerare. Virum quendans habut pus 
trids Febre laborantem, quem tantum Sp. Vitrio- 
li in aqua frigida (Deo favente) reſtitui. In 
Hemoptoe, Fhadrope. flux« mulicbri, & fere 
omnibus in ventriculi morbis ; Scorbuto infinitos 
fere caravi Acidis commixtis, & in vebiculis ap- 
propriatis exhibitiss Equitem vicinum meum 
Calculo cum Paralifi & Hemorrhodali fluxu de- 
cumbentem quodam Acido ad priorem valetudinem 
reduxi, & ab Orco detraxi : immo quamvis in 
Flypoconariaca affettione Acidum culpamus, tamen 
quid emolumenti in iſto Proteo accidit a quodam 
Acido now eſt nunc enarrandi locus. Hic Acidus 
mew liquor omnes obſtruttiones reſerat & flatam, 
Nn 2 Gas 
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Gas iliud ſybveſtre compeſeit, & omnes iſtos motus 
irregulares comporit tnſlar fulmimts. $i quic- 
quid in Prax vel Lettione mea occurrit, ſummi 
cum ſedulitate ad te, mi bone Vir, mittetur. 


Nam tui favoris ſum ſludioſiſſimus, 
Jo. Watſon. 


Poſtjcript. Be pleaſed todireQ a Letter tome 
to be lefr with Mr. Ulfer Apothecary in Burn- 
fy in Yorkſhire, by Doncaſter Bag. I beg a 
Literal Correſpondence, and ſhall communi- 
cat to you ſome Acid Arcana, for that name 
they deſerve. 


I hope what I have ſaid is ſufficient to re- 
move that Mighty ObjeCtion about the hazard 
of giving Oil of Vitriol alone : But I might 
have ſpared my ſelf this trouble, for I am al- 
moſt poſitive, that there is not a Phyſician in 
Chriſtendom of any buſineſs, tho never ſo great 
an aſlertor of the uſefulneſs of Alkalies, who 
has not ſome time or other made uſe of even 
Oil of YV;triol, that dangerous Acid : but how 
they can anſwer for it I cannot tell; for if 
Acids are the cauſe of Diſeaſes, how they dare 
with a good Conſcience give cven the moſt 
temperat Acids to their Patients, I know not ; 
and I am ſure themſelves can give no reaſon for 
it: but I believe it is from a conviction that 
nothiog is to þe done without them. Again, 

1 
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if Acids were fo pernicicus to Mankind, as 
ſome would make us believe, I wonder the 
College of Phyſicians don't unanimouſly petri- 
tion the Parliament ro prohibit the Importa- 
tion of Oranges and Lemons in ſuch vaſt quan- 
titiesas we now have *em. 

You greatly harp upon that ſtring, that 
Acids held in the Mouth won't quench the vio- 
lent Thirſt of Hydropical People. To which 
I anſwer, that it is impoſſible when the whole 
Maſs of Blood and Lympba are contaminated 
with Alkalious Particles, that the waſhing 
the Mouth only with Acids ſhould take away 
the Thirſt, when the parts are continually 
waſhed wirh the contaminated Juices, and 
conſequently the particles of the Acid mult 
be ſoon obtunded. Burt however, nothing is 
more grateful or delightful to an Hydropical 
Perſon, than a ſlice of Lemon or ſome ſuch 
thing. Commor: Salt I ailow will excite 
Thirſt, but not quatenus Acid, for Spirit of Salt 
will take it off as ſoon as any thing. Bur, Sir, 
I afſure you l have ſtumbled more at Common 
Salr's exciting Thirſt, than at any thing elſe 
beſides, and therfore have ſpared no colt in 
making Experiments to find out the reaſon of 
it; at laſt, after much labor and ſweat, TI found 
there was no Common Salt but what had more 
or leſs of a curſed thing call'd Birrern mixt 
with ir, of which you may be perfealy in- 
form'd at any Salt Works. Now this Bitter 
is the moſt corroding fixt Alkaly in Nature 3 
Na 4 and 
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and tho it be inconſiderable in quantity in 
reſpc& of the Acid the Salt contains, yet it 
will fix it ſelf upon the parts after the Acid of 
the Salt js all difſoly?d, and fo excite Thirſt. 
Of this Bzerern you may expe more in another 
place ; for had I not a deſign to ſatisfy you, 
I would have taken no notice of it here ; be- 
cauſe the allaying of violent Thirſts I only ar- 
tribute to manifeſt Acids, and common Salt 
not being one of that ſort, it matters not 
whether it will allay Thirſt or not. I love 
not repetition, but for once I ſhall be guilty of 
1t, You may remember in another place I tell 
you, that thoſe things which by Diſtillation 
afford a greater quantity of Acid than of Al- 
kalious Subſtances, are to be reputed Acids, 
& wice verſa : now common Salt affords nine- 
teen parts in twenty more of Acid than of Al- 
kaly, and therfore is an Acid ; but before Di- 
ſRillation the Acid is fo invelop'd, tho it con- 
tains ſo much of it, that it is not diſcernable to 
the Taſt. I believe no one thar has blackt his 
Fingers, will deny Guaiacum to be an Acid, 
but at theſame timeT believe it was never pre- 
ſcribed to allay Thirſt. Things, tho of the 
fame Tribe, are differently to be adminiftred, 
according as they are differently ſpecificated by 
Nature. It is not 2 certainty of the know- 
lege whether Acids or Alkalies are the Cauſes 
of Diſeaſes, that will preſencly make a man a 
Phyſician, tho it will go a great way towards 
It, but a thorow knowlege of the different ſpe- 
cifications 
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cifications of Nature muſt alfo concur. 

You charge me with contradifting my felf, 
after which you ſhould have bin ſure to have 
avoided any ſuch thing your ſelf; but how- 
ever in one place you ſay, that Oil of Vitriol 
diſſolves the Blood, and in another that it coa- 
gulars it : now I ſhall take noadvantage of this 
ſlip,” but conclude my Remarks upon this Pa- 
ragraph, having already ſpun them out to too 
great a length. 

The next Paragraph is too long to tran- 
ſcribe, and there being lictle marerial in it, I 
ſhall only make ſome general Remarks upon 
what I find worth taking notice of. 

You firſt of all charge me with ſaying, that 
neither too much nor roo little Acid muſt be 
given, which is the ſum of a Page or two, 
viz. 19, and 20. In anſwer to which, I do 
aſſure you, that no Virteoſo need be aſhamed 
ro imploy his time in conſidering the due pro» 
portions of things requiſir to accompliſh the 
buline(s he undertakes. Now in Phyſic he that 
dos not underſtand the true Rules of Propor- 
tion, deſerves not the Name of a Phyſician, 
He that will preſcribe an Ounce of Jelap in- 
ſtead of a Dram, deſerves to be hangd ; and 
who but a mad man will give a Pound &f Oil 
of Vitriol, when forty Drops in a pint of Wa- 
ter is all that is deſired? Bur, Sir, prudent 
Phyſicians have a wonderful DireQtor in rela- 
tion to manifeſt Acids, and indeed to ev 
thing elſe, viz. the Stomach, which is —= 

} 
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judg of things ; that which is agreable to it be- 
ing receiv'd and retain'd with pleaſure, but 
that which is diſagreable rejeQed and abhor'd. 
However, it muſt not be overloaded with 
thoſe things in which it takes the greateſt de- 
light. Now Manifeſt Acids it more covets 
and delightsin thanin any thing beſides ; but 
when it has enough to ſupply its wants, it 
gives ſufficient item of it : and if the Stomach 
be rightly conſulted, it is impoſſible the Blood 
ſhould be overcharg'd with them ; but if at any 
time People are not ſufficiently cautious of that 
matter, but load the Stomach with more ma- 
nifeſt Acids than the Body has occaſion for, ir 
won't fail of rejeCting them by Vomir. This 
Matter may at any time be ately experiment- 
ed by an over-large draught of Vinegar, in any 
Caſe where the Body has no need of it, or at 
leaſt in ſo great a quantity at a time; for 
which reaſon I tell you that the Blood cannot 
ſuperabound with Acids, as it's plain in fad ir 
dos not, neither in a Morbid nor Healthy 
State, becauſe; the Stomach will not receive or 
retain more than it has occaſion for : but thoit 
cannot overdo, yet it is very frequently de- 
feQive in conveying a ſufficient quantity into 
it, either thro its own fault, or the fault of the 
Phyſician who forbids the uſe of them, and fo 
the whole Body ſuffers damage. How gree- 
dily will the poor Stomach imbrace the Juice 
of an Orange, Or the like, ina Fever? and how 
ſornfully will it reje& and abhor any thing of 
4 
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a contrary -nature? Nay, the uſefulneſs of 
Acids is ſo evident and extenſive, that ir is 
almoſt a ſhame they ſhould now want a Cham- 
pion, after there has, for many years toge- 
ther, bin fo great a noiſe made about Experi- 
mental Philoſophy, and even public Societies, in 
many Nations, erefted on purpoſe to culti- 
vat it. 

Bur to return : 'I am apt to believe, if you 
take the following advice, you will ſcarce be 
guilty of an Error in the giving of manifeſt 
Acids, wiz. always give them in ſuch quan- 
tities as the Stomach will receive them with 
pleaſure and delight, and never refuſe them 
when the Stomach earneſtly craves them ; this 
is rhe method I obſerve at preſent, and believe 
I ſhall never recede from. I conteſs it may be 
lawful ſomtimes in very extraordinary caſes to 
ſtrain a point beyond what Nature craves; 
but herein if the thing ſhould chance to be 
overdone, all the damage that can inſue is oc- 
caſioning a puke or two. This you may take 
from my conſtant experience, and believe me 
I would not williogly impoſe upon you and the 
World. But in general, it is always neceſſary 
for us Phyſicians, who are, or at leaſt ſhould 
be, only Nature's Servants, ſtritly to obſerve 
her Neceflities, and not to outrun her Dic- 
fats. 

Without making the leaſt Experiment to 
convince me of being in an error, you go on 
to range Saſſafras among the number of _ 
es: 
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lies : but when, from Experience, I aſſure you 
that Saſſafras is aninvelop'd Acid, I think you 
ought not to trouble me and the World with 
conjeftures; and were it not that I value ahd 
reſpe&t you, I would not take the leaſt no- 
tice of them. As for the remaining part 
of this Paragraph, I think I need take no 
notice of ir, having ſufficiently anſwered 
every thing that looks like an ObjeRion in ic 
in my former Remarks; and therfore ſhall, 
in your own words, conclude, that if I have 
any where expreſt my ſelf indecently, I hope 
ou won't attribute it to rudeneſs or diſre- 
peCt : for I aſſure you, I think you a Bleſſing 
to the Country where you live, and doubt 
not but I ſhall ſee you an Honor to our Pro- 
feſhon. 
I ſhould have concluded, but that you alſo 
in again; and that I may not be unman- 
nerly, I ſhall for once keep you company to 
the end of your Journy, but deſign no more 
to trouble the World with Diſputes ; and if 
any thing more of that nature offers it ſelf, 
worth taking notice of, it ſhall be included in 
ſome PraQtical Diſcourſe. And ſo we paſs on 
to your Refleftions upon the Firſt Part of my 
Eſſay of Alkely and Acid : And firſt, 


of 
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WHAT TI thiak worth taking notice of at 
reſent in your RefleQions upon this matter is, 
Fhat you honeſtly allow the giving of Acids 
in a Flux Pox, the only dangerous one, and 
from which our Patients are in moſt hazard : 
but in Bexign Poxes you commend me for 
doing nothing, and indeed I ſhall always do fo 
where my Patients have no occaſion for Medi- 
cins. I am a Friend to Rad. Serpentarie Virg. 
as well as you, in all thoſe Cafes where there 
is an occaſion for Cardiacs ; that and Saffron be- 
ing as Noble Cordials as perhaps are known ; 
yet they muſt never be given but with due 
caution and circumſpettion. Bur I am a pro- 
feſſed and declared Enemy to Pal. 2 Chelis, and 
all things of that kind. And once agaia I af- 
ſure you, that Rad. Serpentar. upon diſtilla- 
tion will appear to be a ſulphureous Acid ; 
and in Caſes where the Pox dos not come out 
kindly, and the Pulſe is low, an Infuſion of 
that Root in Vinegar, or ſome ſuch thing, will 
do very good feats. I confeſs the Teſtaceous 
Pouders in Benign Poxes, are frequently given 
without any evil conſequence ; but the reaſon 
is, that the Patients are generally in ſo good 
a condition, and have ſo much ftrength of 
Nature to ſupport them, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible to kill them : but what fatal work 


they 
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they make in Flux Poxes, or any other of a 
malignant kind, is too frequently ſeen. Here 
obſerve rhe difference between your Method 
and mine, even by yous own confeſſion, 
Mine is principally ſerviceable in dangerous 
Caſes, Yours where there is nodanger. Grant- 
ing this, you may ſtill keep your Method to 
your ſelf, and I will ſtick to that which will a- 
vail in hazardous Caſes, and only look on in 
thoſe where my Patientneeds nohelp. Youat 
laſt blame me for giving Syrupwse Meconio in the 
beginning of the Small Pox; but are too baſty in 
cenſ{uring me on that ſcore, for of all men Iam 
leaſt to be blam'd for tampering with Opiats. 
If you remember, the occaſion of my preſcri- 
bing Djacodium in the beginning of the Small 
Pox was this, viz. If the Patient's Stomach 
be overcharg'd or clog'd with viſcous Matter, 
I preſcribe an eaſy Vomit ; and after its opera- 
tion is over, to allay the hurry and diſorder oc- 
caſion'd by it, I preſcribe a little Diacodinum, 
but never proſecute ir afrerwards, as ſome 
people fatally do. I have not time, elſe I 
would remark upon you Line þy Line; but 
having taken notice of what is material, I ſhall 
let fall the reſt, and leave you and your Friends 
to-make the beſt of it; Jyet cannot forbear to 
afſure you, that two or three of my greateſt 
Enemies in this Town, have of late preſcri- 
bed Acids plentifully co their Patients'in the 
Small Pox, and at the ſame time have rail'd at 
me for ſo doing : whether this'be like Gentle- 
men, Ileave the World to judg. 0 
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Of the SCURDPY. 


I N this matter you perfectly agree with me 
in my PraQtice, only you would bring in the 
Bitter Herbs as great affiſtants in the cure of 
this Diſtemper, and theſe Herbs you will have 
to be Alkalies. As for Bizters I greatly ap- 
prove of %em in their proper places. Bur hav- 
ing before put you in a way to be ſatisfied that 
they are not Alkalies but Acids, I ſhall not 
here trouble you any more aboutit. Nay, 
if we can but once agree in the main Point of 
curing Diſeaſes by any particular ſort of Me- 
dicin, tho you account it an Alkaly and I an 
Acid, we ought not to fall out, but give God 
thanks we are able to perform the Work we 
pretend to: Yet at the ſame time I think 
a Phyſician ought as much as may be, to 
know the true reaſon why a Medicin per- 
forms ſuch and ſuch Operations. And I muſt 
confeſs I ſhall be very unwilling, upon any 
occaſion, to preſcribe a Medicin, for the man» 
ner of whoſe operation I am not ahlg. tg ac- 
count. As for what you ſay concerning,.che 
Scurvy that attends the People in the North 
part of Devonſpire, I think I have ſufficigatly 
accounted for it already ; and I doubt not but 
impartial Readers, who will give themſelves 
the trouble of peruſing my ſeveral Tradts,, will 
acknowlege it. nd 

om” of 
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Of RHEUMATISMS. 


WELL met my good Friend ! I muſt con- 
feſs you have almoſt comtonn agreement with 
me in ſeveral things before, yet here you ſay 
your PraQticeand mine are the ſame, but don'r 
mention how long you have uſed this. Method 
in the cure of this Diſtemper. However, I 
can't preſume you had it from me, but that it 
was your own Judgment that led you to it, 
I hope, for the good of the Country where 
you live, that in a little time we ſhall agree 
in more things than the cure of Rheuma- 
tiſms : yet I would have you remember, that 
in another place you blame Acids as the cauſe 
of Pain, and here you profeſſedly uſe them in 
the cure of a Diſtemper, the . principal Symp- 
tom that attends which is exquilſit Pain, 


Of CONSUMTIONS. 


A Conſumption is a Diſtemper, the progreſs 
of which in this our Iſland I have oftentimes 
heartily bewail'd. Ir is likewiſe thatof which 
moſt of my Predeceſſors (as before obſerved) 
have died, even in the prime of their Age ; 
and is alfo what I have more cauſe to be afraid 
of than of any thing beſides: upon which 
{core I have ſpent a great many days and nights 

| in 
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in conſidering the Nature and Caule of this Fa- 
tal Diſtemper, which deprived me of che beſt of 
Fathers while bur a Child, and alſo of tume 
other of my dearelt Friends, Now che reaſon 
T have not hitherto ſpoken to much abuur ir as 
of other Diſtempers, is, becauſe I have bin 
ſome years in colle&ting Oblervarions in order 
to wrice a particular Tract of Conſumptions, 
and was unwilling to anticipat whiar L had io 
ſay upon ſo weighty a Subjet iho I was 
able coſay as much concerning char ax any Dif< 
eaſe of which I have treaccd. Nay, I am 
apt to believe, I may wichour vaaicy ſay, 
that I have cuc*d more true Conſumprions in 
the ſpace of one Year lat paſt, ch;an any Phy» 
ſician in Exg/and has done, and thar by the 
means of Acids cicher Manifeſt or Iuvelop'd; 
an ample account of which, as ſoon as my 
buſineſs will permit, I delign to make public, 
Bur however I ſhall ſpend a lirtle time 1a re- 
marking upon what you have faid. You al- 
low Acids to be proper and bcacticial in hoſe 
Conſumprions nor atceiided with « (4 arrh, 
which is a concc{hon very few P11 (1. + ins be- 
ſides will give their aſſent £3 0” ar Jealt if 
they will, they are bur lately come over, 
Bur the main thing you harp upon being, 
that maniteſt Acids are not piop-r co be 
uſed in Cararrhs, I ſhall a litcle conlider chat 
matter : For tho a Catarrh will caul: 4 C'0- 
ſumption or watting of the Parts of che Budy, 
yet it is got what we in England cunmor lv 
| 96 call 
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call a Conſumption ; the Diſtemper called Tabes 
Anglicana, or the Engliſh Conſumption, pro- 
ceding from an ulceration of the Lungs : and 
in theſe cafes for the moſt part we have no 
Catarrh, tho ſometimes it dos attend them; 
but one of the principal Symptoms of this 
Diſtemper is the diſcharge of a great quantity 
of tough, yellow and greeniſh Pas, in which 
caſes you allow Acids to be proper : nay tho 
there be a Catarrh attending them, yet it is 
not from that that we make our fatal Prop- 
noſtics, but from the good or evil nature and 
quantities of the aforeſaid Ps, with ſome 0- 
ther Symptoms not neceſlary here to enumerat. 
Nay it 1s not uncommon for our Conſumptive 
People to bring up from their Lungs by cough- 
ing, as perfeQt Chalk Stones as ever were found 
in the joints of Perſons ſeverely handled with 
the Gout ; which Chalk I am ſure was never 
the produQt of an Acid. But however, not to 
inſiſt any longer now upon this matter, it not 
being the gouer place for it, I ſKall return to 
the bufineſs of Catarrhs, TI have before taken 
notice, as you -your ſelf here own, that the 
Saliva is a noble-Acid, and convey'd to the 
Mouth for a moſt noble purpoſe, viz. to be 
mix'd with the Food in chewing, and after- 
wards in the Stomach, to turn it into a ſub- 
ſtance fit for the nutrition of our Bodies. Now 
if on any occaſion: the Glands of the Pharynx, 
and other Glands about the Mouth are over-re- 
lax'd that rhey cant retain the Lympha in their 


proper 
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proper receptacles, but let ir fall continually 
from them, being what we call a Catarrh or 
 Defluxion, this muſt inevitably cauſe a tickling 

Cough, not becauſe it is an Acid; for even a 
defluxion of che moſt ſimple Water would pro- 
duce the ſame effe& ; but the Body being con- 
tinually robb'd of this moſt noble Juice, can- 
not fail of being waſted and decay'd by ir. 
And that the cauſe of a ſimple Catarrh pro- 
cedes from a relaxation of the texture of che 
Glands only, and not from the Lympha (con- 
tain'd in, and continually brought to them) 
being overacid, the following eaſy Cure is ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrat, wiz. Ler fome Maſtic 
and Ohbanum be made into impalpable pouder, 
and with a long Quill, or a hollow Initrument 
made on purpoſe, let it be blown upon, the 
Larinx at night going to Bed ; the continu- 
ance of which for ſome Nights together will 
frequently do wonders in the cure of Catarrhs. 
I confeſs this was none of my own coatrivance, 
but communicated to me by my worthy Friend 
Dr. Jones, who is a man of tte happieſt in- 
vention I ever met with, Now the only de- 
ſign in the uſing of this Poxder is, that be- 
ing immediatly convey'd to the Parts affeQcd, 
it ſhould cauſe them to cctract themſclves, 
or regain their Tone, andof conſequence the 
Catarch will ceaſe. [But becauſe the uſe of 
this Pouder is ſomewhat troubleſom, I have 
'of late contrived the falowing Lozenges to be 


ſubſtituted in its room, from which I have 
Qo 2 obſerved 
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Obſerved very remarkable effeQts in all ſorts of 
Catarrhs, 


Br Terre Japon. Gum. Tragacanthi Pul. 
ana dractm. duas; Olet Cinnamomi 2ut. 
quatuor, Sacchari Roſati unc. unam ſemis ; 
Sjrupt Balſamict q. [. f. Maſſa, ex qua formen- 
tur Trochiſci, quorum detineatur uns in ore ſrc- 
quenter. | y 


This 1s not all T have to ſay concerning Ca» 
tarrhs, but Ithink as much as is neceſlary at 
this time, You tell a famous Story of a Per- 
fon that had a Catarrh upon him by the over 
plentiful uſe of Sevil Oranges ; but are ſo de- 
ficient in relating ſeveral circumſtances ne- 

_ ceſſary ro be known upon ſuchan occaſion, 
that if I have not already ſaid enough to ſo!ve 
this difficulty, T ſhall leave you to make your 
belt advantage ot it, being forir'd that 1 can 
gq nn; farcher, And I doafſure you it ſhall 
be '*:. 1-{tcontroverſial Diſcourſe I will write; 
for 1; cver 1 meet with any ObjeQions againſt 
my Hy pothe's worth raking notice of, I ſhall 
clear my felt from them as well as I can, in 
thoſe Practical Diſcourſes that I deſign (God 
willing) hereattzr ro publiſh. I conteſs I am 
over head and ars in debt to the Public, 
having promiſed ſeveral things which many 
have expeQted ro wme abroad long before 
this time, and indeed I defign'd they ſhould ; 
Þut leveral unexpected Accidents have ny 

ven 
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ven'd, which have pur me by, and hindred 
me in my undertakings, yet in due time I will 
indeavor to fultl what I have promiſed, [I 
ſhall conclude with aſſuring you, that I am 
now ſv abſolutely confirm'd 1n the truth of my 
Hypotheſis, that I am ſure it is not in the pow « 
cr of any man to overthrow it; tho at the 
ſame time I muſt own I may have bin deficient 
in ſome circumſtances relating to the explica» 
tion of it: but Time and further Obſervation, 
I hope, will clear all thoſe things. Thus 
wiſhing you to weigh all things in the Balance 
of Reaſon and Experience, before you pals a 
Cenlure, is all at preſent from 


Your real Well-wiſher, 


Filfers-ſtreet Th Buildings, Fo. Colbatch. 


Muy 12+ 163%. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


R. Coward took occaſion to make ſome 
wonderful RefleQtions upon me and my 
Hypotheſis, in order to recommend a Medi- 
cin of his own invention to the World. This 
Medicin which he calls Tinuras Sanitatis, 1s 
as Noble in its Nature, as the Author is Ge- 
nerous and Great in his Temper. I can aſſure 
the World it is nothing elſe but the moſt ri- 
diculous kind of Sal volatile Oleoſum that ever 
Ifaw ; and were it not that I am unwilling to 
expoſe a Member of the College, I- would 
print the Receit, which was communicated to 
me by one that has bin imploy'd by him to 
prepare it. The DoQtor cannot but own I am 
more generous than he has bin, in that I have 
not publiſh'd the Story relating to Mr. Bat 
and Mr. Lordalſo. But ſuch poor Enemics as 
him and Lee, are rather to be pitied than any 
thing elſe. - However, Sal wolatile olcoſum 
being a Medicin in great vogue with almolt all 
other Phyſicians, I ſhall preſume to make ſome 
few reflcQtions upon the main Ingredient in it, 
which is the Yolatil Spirit or Salt of Sal Ar- 
2oniac. Now every body knows that the 
Volatil Spirit, or Salt of Sa! Armoniac is little 
elſe but the Volatil Spirit or Salt of Urin, 
which at beft is no more than an Excrement 


of 
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of our Bodies. But however, there is ſom- 
thing more that deſerves our taking notice, in 
order to deter us from the uſe of this Medicin, 
which is now ſo much in faſhion, to the no 
{mall detriment of many. The Sal Armo- 
niac, from which the Volatil Spirit or Salt is 
extralted, is a Compoſition of Urin, Soot, 
and Sea-Salt; and by the addition of a fixt 
Alkalizat Salt or Quicklime (which is the uſual 
method in making Spirit and Salt of Sal Ar- 
moniac) the Acid of the Sea-Salr is ſo intangled 
that it readily lets go from it the Volatil Spirit 
or Salt of the Urin and Soort ; but that of the 
Sont 1s very inconſiderable in quantity to that 
of the Urin. Now the Urin made uſe of for 
the aforeſaid purpoſe, is generally procur'd 
from the public Houſes, which-is a jumble of 
all together, viz. of People laboring under all 
kinds of habitual Diſeaſes, as Pox, Gout, Scur- 
uy, Scrubbado, &c. And there is ſcarcea Dil- 
eaſe attending Man's Body, but ſome of-the 
morbific Particles are imparted to the Urin; 
and if the Urin in general partakes of them, 
the Spirit and Salt muſt doſo in a more eminent 
degree: fo that, I think, a neceſſary conſe- 
quence of giving ſuch a Medicin mult be fow- 
ing the Seeds of Diſeaſes in Mens Bodies. And 
I believe in my Conſcience that one great rea- 
{on of the late frequency of ſome Tyrannical 
Diſeaſes, more than heretofore was wont to 
be, has proceded from the exorbitant uſe of 
Spirit and Salt of Sal Armontac, and thoſe o- 
Oo 4 * ther 
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ther things of which they are prime ingredi- 
ents, Now T deſire that our Ladies, who are 
ſubjxQt ro Hiſterical Diſtempers, would well 
conlidcr this matter, becauſe they aregenerally 
arm'd with ir, to fright away that Diſtemper, 
of which 1 am afraid it is in great meaſure, 
if not altogethcr, the cauſe, or ar leaſt of 
the increaſe of the ſaline Particles of the 
lame kind with which their Blood abounds, 
I thall ſay no more at this time, but hope 
this further Hint, to deter people from the 
uſe of Volaiil Alkalious Spirits and Salts, 
of which the Spirit and Salt of Sal Armonias 
are moſt conimon, ray not be unlerviceable. 

I have made uſe of the words Spirit and Salt 
of Sal Armoniac, as of things ſomwhat diffe- 
rent, tho indeed thete is nq real difference be- 
tween them ; that which is called Spirit bc- 
10g only a proportion of the Salt dilured in a 
proper quantiry of Phlegm: this is well known 
to Phy {iciaps, but it 1s probable that other 
Perſons uito whoſe hands theſe Papers may 
come, may labor under ſome difficulry about 
it, without this latimation. 
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Of the Principal Matters contain'd 
in thele I reatiles. 


A. 
k CIDS. The Term explain'd, and what things 


are to be accounted ſuch, p. 183, 184, 426. 

Various in their nature and effetts, 242, 259, 
260, Of two ſorts, manifeſt and invelop'd, 466, 
&c. How diſtinguiſh'd from Alkalies, 428, 429. 
Whether convertible into them by the means of Fire, 
or the contrary, 425, 427. Why they are the moſt 
proper means to cure Diſeaſes, 218. How the Au- 
thor came to be ſatisfied »f it, 413, &c. That they 
will turn Syrup of Itviets red, 249. A Catalogue 
of Diſeaſes cud by the Author with Acids, 226, 
The only remedy in the Smail Pox, 107, 108, and 
Fevers, 117, 118. Not the Cauſe of the Scurvy, 
but a powerſul Medicin againſt it, 120, 121. An 
Obje&1on anſwer 'd, 129. Not the occaſion of the 
Gout, 130, &c. The different effets of Acid and 
Alkalious Z:quors convey'd into ihe Veins of Dogs, 
215. How the Blood may be deſtitute of Acids 
when the Stomach abounds with them, 2c2, &c. 
Why they never abound in the Blood tho taken in great 
quantiies, 436, &c. How Acids may make the n_ 
018 
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thin when over-viſcous, and conſiſtent when over= 
thin, 465, &c. How they may increaſe pain, 470. 
A Letter from Dr. Jones to the Author about the ex- 
cellency of Acids, 261, 262, A Paſſage out of 
Junken, and another Letter from one that was be- 
fore an Enemy to them, to the ſame purpoſe, 395, 
397. A Paſſage out of Dr. Andre of Cacn, and 
Tachenius im commendation of Acids; 445, 446. 
Ar. Watſon's Letter to the ſame intent. 549 
Acidity, in the Stomach, how vemovd, 138, 1 39, 
214, 215. Who moſt troubled with it, and why, 
201. Why ſuch Perſons make more Water than 
others, 202. hy generally very lean, 211, Why 
coſtive, 213. How lron or Steel, tho an Acid, may 
be ſerviceable to them. * 214 
Air, over-moiſtneſs of it one Cauſe-of the Gout, 274+ 
That good Air contributes to its Cure, 297. That 
it is full of Acid Particles. 447 
Alkalies. The Term explain'd, and what things are to be . 
eſteemed ſuch, 182,183.,424,426,42 7,442. That 
they will rurn Syrup of Violets green, 250. Of a 
putrefying Nature, 313, 436. Their uſe pernicious 
in the Small Pox, 101 —106, 115. and mm. Fevers, 
117,118. Of their diſuſe in curing the Scurvy, 
119. That they are the Cauſe of the Gout, 130, 
&c. Of no uſe in its cure, 303, &c. That the Blood 
abourds with Alkalious Particles, 249, &Cc. 427, 
429. but more in ſick than healthy Perſons, 431, 
432. That the. Alkaly in the Blood is an Excye- 
ment, which if not carried off is the Original of all 
Diſtempers, 432 t0 436. Of the Produdtion of Al- 
lies, 442, 443; 444, 539 The Blood rarely 

_  overcharg'd with fix*d Alkalies, 454-. See Acids. 
Alkaheſt, an univerſal Diſſolvent, inventeg by the Au- 
thor, Rn 246, 247 


Anger, 
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Anger, an Enemy to Health. 302, 303 
Antimony, ſce Tincture. 
Apoplexy, how occaſ1on'd. 276 


Apothecary his Qualifications. 92, 93 
Arſenic, the fatal effetFs of that Alkaly inwardly ta- 
ken, 192,193 
Aſcites, two cur'd of that Diſtemper by Dy, Yarbo- 
rough, 209, 210. The cauſe of it, 455. The 


Author”s Method of curing it. Ibid. &c. 
Aſlarabacca, purges the Fead, and cures the Headach 
and Deafneſs. 163, 164 
Aſthma, an excellent Medicin againſt it. 198 
B. | 

Palms, their Excellency, 198, Balm of Gilead 
a noble Medicin. Ibid. 


Bark, ſee Cortex, 
Bartholomew's Hoſpital, an Experiment made there 
by the Author in the Cure of two wounded Perſons, 
69, TO, 7 3 72 
Baths, hot, very beneficial, and to whom, 167. A 
Bathing Houſe eretted by the Author, ibid. An 
extraordinary Cure wrought by Bathing in cold Wa- 
ter, 381, &c. Such Bathing recommended. 384. 
Becker, bis Teſtimony for the Acidity of Steel, 463 
Beveridg, 4a ſour ſort of Wine drunk by Seamen, and 


a great Preſerver of their Health, 230, 231 
Bitters, that they are Acids. $43, 544, 559 
Bleeding, at the Noſe, how ſtop'd. 186, 372. 


Blood, where generated, and whether us'd for Nutri- 
tion, 16. Circulation of the Blood and Serum how 
perſorm'd, 18, 19. That there is' a ſort of Fire in 
i, 16,17, 437, &c. Fluxes of Blood from Wounds 

' eaſily ſtopd, 10, 11. The over-thinneſs of it in 
ſome Diſtempers not their only cauſe, but a deſtru@i- 
: , , - . on 
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on of the Tone of the Parts, 462, 537, 538. That 
there is no Ferytentation in the Blood, 531. Hi. 
fory of the Blood deſzgn'd by the Author, 218, 
238, Experiments in analyzing the Blood of Per- 
Jons under ſeveral Diſtempers, 414 to 421. How 
the Author made them. 422, CC. 
Blood -letting, proper in malignant Fevers. 380 
Boyl, Eſq; his Experiment about the Nutrition of 
Plants, 21, 22 
Bradford, cur'd of the Stone in the Kidnys by the Au- 
thor. Z06, 207 


G 


(| Atarrh, different from a Conſumption, $61. What 
its Cauſe, and Cure. 562, 563, 554 
Cauſtics, their Nature, 9. Whether the Author's Vul- 
nerary Pouder be a Cauſtic. Ibid. 
Cauterizing, #mjurious to wounded Perſons, 28 
Caul, that liquid Subſtances may be convey'd thro it 
from the Stomach to the Kidnys, 203,204,206, &C. 
Chalybeats, whether Acids, 138. The Teſtimony of 
Becker for the Affirmative, 463, An Objetion 
anſwer'd, 541. Dr, Willis's Preparation of Stcel, 
140. The Author's way of making it, 140, 141, 
The uſe of Chalybeats in Kbeumatiſms and other Di- 
ſtempers, 141, 142. in the Gout, 340, 342. in 
hyſterical Fits, 359. They prevent Chronical Diſea= 
ſes after a great loſs of Blood. I 
Cherry, Serjant, cur'd of many dangerous Wounds by 
the Author. 394, 395 
Chelis, Pulvis e, an improper *{cdicin in Fevers. 
520, 521 

Chyle, what, and bow generated, 15, The Alterations 
it undergoes after 1ts diſcharge out of the Stomach, 
15, 16, Where converted into Blood. 16 
Cinnaber 
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Cinnaber of Antimony, and common Cinnaber, whe- 
ther Alkalics, 141. The excellency of Cinnaberin 
Atcdicins. 222, 223 

Conſtitutions various require various Medicins. 342 


Conſumprtions, Reaſons for u/ing Acids and diſuſing - 


Alkalies in their Cure, 146 to 150. Gas Sulphu- 
ris @ proper Medicin for them, 225. A Perſon curd 
by the Author of this Liſeaſe, 368, &c, IWhy the 
Blood of Conſumtive People diſtiÞd, yields leſs Al- 
kaly than that of other ſack Perſons, 425. and ſome- 
times little more than of healthy, 515, The Cauſe 
of © oniumprions, 515. Their Symptoms. 561, 562 
Convullons, i Children, bow cur'd by the Author, 
223, 224+ Another way of curing them, even in 
Men and Women, 385, 386 
Coral, its uſe, 197 
Cortex, Peruvianus, an excellent Specific in intermit- 
ting Feyers, 161. The Author's Method of exhibit« 
ing it the beſt, and why, 161, 162, 163, AA perni= 
cious Medicin in beGical Diſtempers, 225, How it 


came to be miſus'd. 247, 248 
Coltiveneſs, the occaſion of it, 213. | Prejudicial 
to Gouty People, and how remedy d.. 302 
Cough, bow cur d. 225 
Courſes, monthly in Women, their ObſtruGion a Cauſe 
of the Gout. 283 
Crabs-eyes, inwardly taken, their Effet. 97 
Crew, Samuel, curd of a very painful Diſeaſe by 
bathing in cold Water. 381, &c. 


Crocus Metallorum, infus'd in Wine, gives it an eme- 
tic quality, IGO, 1G! 


% 
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D, 

Avis, Eſq; his Caſe, and Cure. 489, &e, 
Deafneſs, how curd. 164 
Diet for Gouty Perſons, 298, &c. 
Digeſtion, want of it one Cauſe of the Gout and other 

Diſtempers. 275 
Dogs, Experiments made by the Author upon wounded 
Dogs. 8, 68, 69 


Dropſy, ſee Aſcites. 

Droytwich, a new Method of Sweating us'd there. 
167, 163 

Dun, bow far tbe Author was concern'd in curing bis 


Wounds 733 74 
E. 

IJ Lixir Vitrioli, to be us'd i» the Gout, 134, E- 

*- lixir Sulphuris for the ſame purpoſe. 346 


Exerciſe, want of it one Cauſe of the Gout, 283. 
Neceſſary for Perſons troubPd with that Diſtemper, 
and all others, - p 300 

Excretion to be promoted, and bow, 301, 302 

Excrements, that they are Alkalies. 434 

Experiments in the cure of wounded Perſons, 36 to 57. 
Of a Man run thro the left Arm, . and into the 
left Breaſt, 36, 37. Of one run 4nto the Belly, and 
wounded in two other places, 37, 38, 39. Of a 
Man run into the left Pap, and imto the Cavity of 
the Breaſt, 39, 40, 41- Of one run thro the 
right Thigh, 41, 42. Of a Gentleman run into the 
Stomach, 42, 43, Of a Soldier who bad his Breaſt- 
bone divided with a Sword that paſs d alſo into his 
Lungs, 44. Of another dangerouſly wounded in the 
Lungs, 45, Of one run thro the Lungs under = 
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right Armpit, 45,46, 47. Of a Soldier ſhot thro 
the Hand, 47, 48, 45. Of anuather ſhot in three 
places into the Back, 49, 50. Of an Enſign ſhot 
in the Head, 50, 51. Of a Soldier ſhot thro the 
Noſe, and upper Ffaw-bone, 51, 52, 53. Of a 
Lieutenant wounded under the right Arm-pit, but 
without Succeſs, and why, $3, 54, 55- - Of 4 Trooper 
run thro the Hand, 55, 56, 57- Of one who being 
run over by a Cart, bad the Scalp of bis Head divided 
from the hinder part, and bis loner Lip cut an Inch 
deep, 75, 76. Of a Corporal wounded in the Leg, 
77 to B81. Of one cut croſs the Wriſt, 82,83, Of 
one wounded in 26 places at the Siege of Namur. 


=” 394, 395 
Evil, King's, how cur'd. 158, &c. 


F. 


þ Aſting, overmuch, one cauſe of the Gout. 282 

Feet, kept too bot, or too cold, one cauſe of the 
Gout, 284 

Fevers, their Cauſe, 18, 25, 26, 1103, 518. The uſe 
of Alkalies in their Cure pernicious, and of Acids pro- 
per, prov'd by experience, 117,118, 224 Several 
Perſons cur'd by the Author of Fevers, 355, @c. 
One of a Peſtilential Fever, 372, &c. Hemorrha- 
gies in ſuch Fevers not certain Forerunners of Death, 
380. The cauſe of the exceſſive Heat of the Blood 
in Fevers, 451, 452. Blood-letting proper in ma- 

- lignant Fevers. 380 

Fire, whether new Subſtances, not before exiſtent in 
Bodies, may be produc'd by it, 424, &c. 465- See 
Blood and Life. 

Fletcher, Lieutenant, curd of a Wound in the Thigh 
by the Author's Medicins, | 41, 42 


G. 
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G. 


(33s Sulphuris, cures a weakneſs of Stomach, 1 58, 
Hyſterical Fits and Conſumptions, 225. Fevcrs, 

228, 356. How prepar'd, 227, &c. 
Glands, of two Sorts, Excretory and Receptory, 
with their uſe. 539, 549 
Gold, of what compos d. 465, 466 
Gout, Alkalies abounding in the Blood, the general 
Cauſe of it, 130, &c. 274. Several other concur- 
rent Cauſes, 274 to 285, Who moſt troubied wit!) 
3t, 132, 264, 268. An excellent Balſam for this 
Diſtemper, how to be us'd, 133, 135. A digeſtive 
Pouder to be taken conſtantly by Perſons ſubje& to it, 
133, 134, 328. That it 1s curable by a Courſe of 
Acids, 216, Its ſeveral Denominations, 264. Two 
kinds of it, 265. The Original of the Gout, 265. 
What it is, 268. That the whole Maſs of Blood 
is affetted in it, prov'd, 269, &c. The ſeverity of 
tbe Pain, 265. The general Diſorders preceding a 
Fit, 269 to 273. That the Blood and Juices in 
the time of the Fit abound with Alkalious and not 
Acid Particles, prov'd, 286, &c. The Dietetic Cure 
of it, 296 to 303, The Inſufficiency of the com- 
mon Method taken in its Cure, 303 to 321, How 
external Medicins may be of uſe in this and other 
Diſtempers, 320, 321. The Author's Metbod of 
preventing a Fit, 321 to 331. of curing and era- 
dicating the Diſeaſe it ſelf, 331 to 343, A Balſam 
for eaſing the Pain, 333, 334. An excellent Lixt- 
vium for the ſame purpoſe, 334, 335- The uſe of 
Opiats in the Gout, 336, 337. Milk-meats perni- 
cious to Gouty People, 337. Two Perſons cur d by the 
Author of this Diſtemper. 345 to 351, 


H. 
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H. 


PEmaritis Lapis, 4 Medicin usd by the Author 
in the Gout, 326, 328, Polemanus his Account 
of it. 328, &c, 
Heat, not the effetF merely of violent Motion, 16, 439, 
$26. That the Heat of the Body procedes from 4 
Fire in the Blood, 16, 179. An Objedion anſwerd, 
17,18, Why Peovle are botter in Bed and after 
Exerciſe, than at other times. 52$ 
Helmont, bis Experiment as to the Nutrition of Plants, 
20, 21. His Complaint of the uncertainty of Phyſic, 
166, 258, A Paſſage out of him about the uſe of 
Experimental Philoſophy. 179 
Hippocrates, how be attain'd bis skill in Phyſic. x55 
Hunter, David, curd of 4 cut croſs the Wriſt by the 


. Author's Midicins. 82, $3 
Hyſterical Fits in Women, how curd by the Author. 
225, 359 

[. 
Juncken, a Paſſage out of him in favor of Acids, 
and againſt Alkalies. 396, 397 

K. 
IK EP, bis Treatiſe of the Plague, 188, When 
written, | 196 

L 


] Aber, over-bard, one Cauſe of the Gout. 282 
[aboratory, public, the deſirableneſs of it. 

229, &C. 423 

Lane, cur'd of a dangerous Wound in the lefi Pap by 
the Autbor's Medicins. 39, 40, 41 
PP Leanneſs, 
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Leanneſs, whence 5t procedes. 212 
Lemonade, how to be made. 325 
Letter to the Author, written by an unknown Hand, 
with ſome Obſervations on it. 387, &c> 
Life of Man, that it is a Fire, and how it is main- 
tain'd, or extinguiſhd, 437, "&c. 524- The diffe- 
rence between it and common Fire, 525, 527. Its 
Seat. 52 
ot, ſtrait, in the Cure of Wounds to be avoid- 


5 
Eorridg, Lieutenant, dies of a Wound receiv'd under 


the right Armpit. $3, 54» 55 
M. 
IV 4bullon, John; cur'd of a Wound in the _ and 
Breaſt by the Author”s Medicins. 6, 37 
Medicins, Chymical, preſerid by the Author. where 
faithfully prepar'd. 231 
Mercury, what, 141, 142. A Deco@ion of Mercury 
| good for Worms. 160 
Milkmeats, pernicious to Gouty People. 337 
N. 


POnraturals, which. 296 
Nutrition of Human Bodies and other Animals 
explain'd, 1310 22. That it is not from the Blood 
but the Serum, 16, The manner of it, 19,20, That 
Bodies of different Species are nowiſ#d from the 
ſame Subſtance, prov'd by Experiments, 20,21,22 
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Pium, an uſeful Medicin in painful Diſtempers to 
allay the Orgaſm of the Spirits, 315, 316. An 
inſtance of it m a Perſon under an Jliac Paſſion, 
316,317. The uſe of Opiats inthe Gout, 336, 337- 
Hiſtory of Opium deſign'd by Dr. Jones. 318 


P. 


Pain, the Cauſe of it. 266, 267, 292 
Paronychia, Herb, an excellent Medicin in the 
King's Evil, 158, A remarkable inſtance of it. 
158, 159 

Paſſion, Niac, a Man curd of it by the Author, 316, 
317. A due Regulation of the Paſſions neceſſary 
to a ſtate of Health. 302 
Paterſon, cur*d of a Wound in the Belly, and in two 
other places, by the Author's Medicins, 37, 38, 39 


Pearl, the uſe of it. I 97 
Phyſician, his Qualifications, 217. What Phyſicians 
get moſt reputation, F10 
Phoſphorus, what. $16, 525, 527 
Pigeons, their uſe in the cure of Convulſive Fits. 
385, 385 

Plague, how prevented and curd. 189, &c, 216 
Plants, by what notwiſhed. 20, 21, 22 


Polemanus, ſee Hzmatitis. 
Pool, cur'd of a Wound in the Stomach by the Author's 
Medicins. 42, 43 
Pouder, Yulnerary, invented by the Author, bow to 
be us'd, 57, 58. Where the right is t9 be bad, 
65, 396 
Pox, French, bow curd, 157, 220, 221. Small Pox, 
its cauſe, 103, 115. The unreaſonableneſs of uſing 
P Alkatious 
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Alkalious Medicins in the cure of it, 101 to 106, 
115. Acids the only proper Medicins for it, prov'd 
by experience, 107, 108. Eruption of the Puſtles in 
the Small Pox rather to be retarded- than baſtewd. 
Ibid. The Author's Method of curing it, 110 to 
114 The reaſonableneſs of it, 115,116, 557, 
$538. A Specific us'd by the People in Hereford- 

_ thire againſt this Diſtemper, 385 

Principles, of mix d Bodies, which, 542 

Probes, improper to be us'd in the cure of Wands, 29 


R. 


Eſt, ſudden aftcy violent Exerciſe one Cauſe of 

the Gout. 284 
Rheumatiſms, procede not from Acids but Alkalies, 

136. The viſcouſneſs of the Blood in Rheumatiſms 
not causd by Acids, 136,137. Medicins. againſt 

them, 140 to 145. Whether a Species of the Gout, 
26 

Rogers, Cattain, bis Death, oy 


S. 


Qalt Armoniac, what, 199. Spirit of it, whence 
extrated, 567. Sea-Salt, why to be eaten with 
Fleſh, 152, 153. Spirit of Sea-Silt a certain Re- 
medy in the Strangury, 156. Why common Salt, 
tho an Acid, makes thirſty. 551. Sal-Kaly its effefts 
applied outwardly, or taken inwardly, 185. Sal vo- 
latile Oleoſum, the chief Ingredient, and Anngerouſ- 


eſs of that JMedicin. 566, RC, 
Saſſafras, mhcther an Acid, 471, 555, $56 
Sciatica, how cur'd. 219, 220 


Scurvy, caus'd by Alkalious not Acid Particles in the 
Bicod, 119, 120, 121. An ObjeFion anſwer d, 199. 
: The 
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The propereſs Medicins for curing it, 121 to 129, 


Sea-water, 4 Perſon cur'd of a Tympanitis by i 
plung'd into it. 154, &c. 
Serum of the Blood, what, and its uſe in Nutrition, 16, 
Confuſedly mix'd with the Bluod, 18, 104. Full of 
Alkalious Particles, prov'd from its turning Syrup of 
Violets green, 249, &Cc. 427. Whether it will fer- 
ment with Spirit of Vitriol, 449, 450, 451. Whe- 


ther inſipid, 460 
Sleep, exceſſwve, one cauſe of the Gout, 279 to 282. 
How to be regulated. 301 


Small, Alexander, Surgeon, his Chara&er. 503; 511 
Specifics, their excellency, 158 to 165. The DoGrin 
of them cultivated by the Weſt-Indians. 165 
Spittle, whence ſupplied, 14. Impregnated with a 
ſaline Spirit, Ibid. No Excrement. 434, 435 
Staveſacre, its uſe in Scrophulous Tumors. 160 

Steel, ſee Chalybeats. 

Stomach, its weakneſs, how cur'd, 198. Veſſels thit 
mmediatly paſs from it to the Kidnys, 203 to 211, 
How Alkalies may raiſe a Ferment 11 it. 472 

Strangury, how curd. 156 

Stones, in the Bladder and Kidnys, how generatzd, 132, 
133- Not ſo hard to diſſolve as is commonly ima- 
gin'd, 205. How they may be gradually waſted, 
157. Anexcellent Medicin for the Stone in the Kid- 
nys, 196, 197. Two Perſons cur'd of the Stone by 
the Author, 206, 2C7, 208, Compos'd of Alkali- 
ous Particles. 433 

Study, overbayd, one Cauſe of the Gout. 282 

Sulphurs, all combin'd with Acids, 440, 469. De- 
feroyd by Alkalies, 443. What, 449. The Blood 
impregnated with ſulphureous Subſtances. 461 

Sweating, of what kind pernicious in Fevers, 519. By 

the Steams of Salt us'd at Droytwich, and by the Au- 

thor, 167, 168, 169. Syden- 
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Sydenham, Dy. his account of the Attacks of a regu- 

lar Gout. 270 
Jo 

"PF Achenins, his Encomium of Acids. 445 


Tartar, its volatil Spirit, bow prepar”d, 122,123. 
Cremor Tartar, its excellency in Scorbutical and 
other Diſtempers, 125 to 129, 134. Promotes ex- 
crction, 302. Tartar vitriolated,. its uſe in the 
Scurvy and other Diſeaſes. 126, 134 

Tents, improper to be us'd in the cure of Wounds. 29 
Teſtaceous Pouders, their Operation compar'd with that 
of Balſams and Gums, 197, &c. How they may 
cauſe a Ferment in the Stomach, 472. Uſeleſs 
in Fevers. 521 
Tin&ture of the Sulphur of Venus, invented by the 
Author, bow to be usd, 57, 58. Where the right is 
tobe bad, 65, 396. Of Antimony, its preparation 
and uſe im curing the Scurvy and otber Diſeaſes, 121 
to 125, Tinctura Sanitatis, an uſeleſs Medicin 7n- 


ventcd by Dy. Coward. 566 
Tranſpiration, the waſte made by it, and bow it is 
repair d. 19 


Turner, Zſq; Edmund, his Caſe, 475, &c. His 
> Death foretold by Mr. Gadbury. 488 
Tuthil, Dy. his Obje&ions againſs Alkalies being the 
Original of all Diſtempers anſwer'd, 407, &c. Re- 
marks on his Vindication of thoſe ObjeFions. 51 2, &c. 
Tympanitis, 4 Perſon cur'd of it by being plung'd im 


Sea-water, I 54, &C. 
V. 

\ [ Enery, the immoderat uſe of it one cauſe of the 

Gout. 277, 278 


Vinegar, the good effefFs of it externally or internally 
applied, 185, 186, 187, A large Encommum grven 
of it by Mr. Kemp, 188 to 191. Violets, 
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Violets, ſee Acids and Serum. 
Viper, an Account of a Perſon bit by a Viper cur*d by 
Acids, 501, &c. Jn what their Poiſon conſiſts, 

: | 507, 508, 509 
Vitriol, its Oil, an excellcnt general Medicin, 193, 
194. Mr. Kemp's Commendation of it, 195, 196. 
To be cautiouſly us'd, 545. A Dialogue to that pur- 
poſe taken out of the Theatrum Chymicum, $546,&c. 
Urin, 4 fuppreſſion of it how cur'd by Dr. Baynard. 


186, 187 

W. 
V V Atching too much, one Cauſe of the ons 
282 
Waters, Mineral, the Benefit receiv*d by drinking 
them. 66, 167 
Watſon, bis Letter to the Author concerning the Virtues 
of Acids. 549 
Wheatly, AMrs.. eur'd of the Stone in the Bladder by 
the Author. 207, 208 
Wine, drinking too much of it, one cauſe of the Gout, 
and why. 276, 277 
Worms, how kilPd and brought away. 169 


Wounds, what, 23, 24. The Diſtin&ion of Wounds 
into Inciſed and Contuſed whether well grounded, 24. 
The unreaſonableneſs of the common Methods us'd in 
their Cure, prov'd, 23to29, The Author's Methods 
in curing inciſed Wounds, and their agreableneſs to 
the nature of Human Bodies, 29t0 34. Wherein 
tbey excel the ordinary Methods, 35, 36. Whence 
tbe pain attending Wounds procedes, 267, 268, See 
Experiments. 


| Wright, cur'd of a Wound in the Lungs by the Autbor*s 


Medicins. 453 46, 47 
FINIS. 
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